Term 1 Week 4 Communication - Thursday 20 February 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,
Warami.

| spoke on assembly this week about “walk together in good spirit”. This often ends an acknowledgement of
country on assembly and students have heard it spoken in English and Dharug many times. | teased apart the
meaning and how we want all students to work with staff and each other to progress their academic and life
learning, and to do so in a manner that respects others and contributes positively to the school community. We
often hear things but are not listening to what is said.

Sadly, I wasn't offered any bruschetta, but it is great to see some photos of classroom learning. We offer an
exceptional number of extra curricular pursuits at this school and these pages are usually dominated by extra
curricular. Rest assured we are not distracted from our key focus - learning.

Year 8 Food Technology students enjoyed the results of their first prac for the year, making bruschetta.



Year 12 Drama students were fortunate to attend Sydney Theatre Company last Friday for a staged reading of
two of their core plays being studied this term. It was followed by an informative backstage tour of the Wharf

Theatres, including the costume, props and set building workshops. A wonderful day! &

Calculators

All students studying Mathematics are required to have their own calculator for
every lesson in Mathematics.

The calculator used at Winmalee is the Casio fx-82AU PLUS Il and can be
purchased from Officeworks and most stationery stores.

For financial assistance please contact the school.



Expo Day and Family
Information Evening

Winmalee High School
are holding an Expo
Day for Year 7 2026
students next Monday
24 February 2025 from
10.00am to 12.30pm.

There will also be a
Family Information
Evening next
Wednesday 26
February 2025 at
6.30pm in the school
hall.

Please see flyer for
more information.

Premier’s Reading Challenge - Get Involved!

The 2025 Premier’s Reading Challenge is
starting on February 24, encouraging students to
develop a love for reading while expanding their
literacy skills! Open to all students, the challenge
requires participants to read a set number of
books before the deadline. It's a fantastic way to
discover new stories, improve comprehension,
and achieve a reading milestone.

Students who complete the challenge will receive
a certificate from the Premier and be recognised
for their dedication to reading. Get started today
and explore the world through books!

For more details/to sign up, visit Ms Doyle in the
Library.
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school photography & print speuallsts L

School Photos

School photos will be taken on Friday 7 March 2025.

)

Students are expected to wear full summer uniform.

Individual portrait photos will be taken as well as Year Group photos. Photos of sibling
groups and individual students that were absent on 7 March will be taken on the
morning of Monday 10 March 2025.

It is preferred that photo packages are ordered and paid for online
at www.advancedlife.com.au using the online code 445 65V ALZ before the photo day.

All information has been uploaded to the Sentral Parent Portal and is in the ‘School Photos’ folder in ‘School
Communications'.



http://www.advancedlife.com.au/

Coming up on 9 March:

Blue Mountains Women'’s Health & Resource Centre

Best wishes,
Winmalee High School



NAPLAN 2025 - Year 7 and 9

At Winmalee High School, we see NAPLAN as an opportunity to gain valuable insights
into student learning. Our focus is on student effort, ensuring every child approaches the
assessments with a positive mindset and a willingness to do their best.

The results fromm NAPLAN are not just numbers—they help us identify specific learning
areas that need support and allow us to implement evidence-based teaching strategies
to target those skills effectively. By understanding each student’s strengths and areas for
growth, we can tailor our teaching to meet their needs and enhance their learning
experience.

For Year 9 students, NAPLAN is their final opportunity for formal exam practice before
they sit the HSC Minimum Standards tests in Year 10, where achieving a Level 3 is essential
for obtaining their HSC. This year's NAPLAN serves as an ideal chance to develop the key
literacy and numeracy skills required for the HSC Minimum Standards, while also
preparing students for the structured exam conditions they will encounter in Minimum
Standards Tests, Year 11 Preliminary Exams, HSC Trials, and the final HSC Examinations.
Encouraging students to approach NAPLAN with focus and effort will help build their
confidence and readiness for future assessments.

Adjustments are available for students who have diverse functional abilities and needs.
Reasonable adjustments are made for individual students on a case-by-case basis so they
can complete NAPLAN. Eligible students will receive a note home regarding these
provisions. If you have concerns or believe your child should receive provisions, please
speak to Bree Hinchey-Holley.

We encourage all students to approach NAPLAN with the goal of doing their best. Thank
you for your support in fostering a growth mindset and a strong learning culture at
Winmalee High School.
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BIUEIMOUNTAINS
YOUTH"EXPO

Do you have a young person starting high school?
Find out what'’s on offer for people aged 12 - 18 years.

UPPER MOUNTAINS
EXPO

Tuesday 18 March

5.30-7.30pm
Civic Arcade

81-83 Katoomba St, Katoomba

LOWER MOUNTAINS
EXPO

Wednesday 26 March

5.30 - 7.30pm

Blue Mountains Theatre
and Community Hub,

106 Macquarie Rd, Springwood

STALLS | POP-UP PERFORMANCES | BBQ
Find out about:

- sporting and recreational groups

- free youth services and drop in spaces

- free and confidential wellbeing support

The Expo is free, younger siblings are
welcome, and there’s no need to register.

blue oonainy

City Coundi







