NEWSLETTER

Term 2 | Issue 1| 2025

From the Principal’s Desk Dates to Remember

Year 10 (2025) into 11 (2026)

Welcome to our first newsletter of Term 2 —and my first newsletter back in the role of . .
Information Evening

Principal at Wingham High School. It has been a rewarding experience to return to a

Monday 16 June 6pm

familiar school community, one that has grown and evolved with new staff and a fresh
cohort of students. Merit Awards Assembly

Tuesday 1 July 11.45-1.15pm

Over the past two years and one term, | have been on secondment with Educational
Services in the Department of Education, working in the area of Professional and Ethical P&C Meeting
Standards — Employee Performance. This role gave me the opportunity to collaborate Tuesday 1 July 6pm
closely with school principals across the state, supporting the professional development of
staff and ensuring that departmental expectations and standards were met across a wide Final day of Term 2
variety of contexts. It was a deeply fulfilling experience, and | was continually inspired by Friday 4 July

the innovative and dedicated work happening in our schools. ..
Immunisations Years 7 & 10

Returning to Wingham High, | have been energised by both the knowledge I've gained and
Thursday 24 July

the remarkable practices that have continued here in my absence. | would like to extend

my heartfelt thanks to Monique Cheers and Paul Rosenbaum, who have led the school with

professionalism, care and vision during this time of significant educational change. Their
leadership has been instrumental in ensuring continuity, innovation, and strong outcomes
for our students.

Wingham High School remains fully committed to the Department’s strategic directions and to the ongoing improvement of
teaching and learning. One of our key focus areas this year is the implementation of Explicit Teaching — a structured, evidence-based
approach to instruction that supports student success by providing clarity, breaking down complex content into manageable parts,
and offering students consistent opportunities to practise and consolidate their learning.

Of course, | would be remiss not to acknowledge the impact of the recent floods on our community. Many of our students, families,
and staff are facing difficult challenges as a result. And yet, once again, | have witnessed the strength and resilience of the Wingham
community. The way people have come together — as neighbours, colleagues, and friends — to support one another has been
nothing short of inspiring. | want to extend my sincere gratitude to everyone who assisted the school during this time, especially
those in our local community who stepped in when many of our staff were unable to access the school. Your support has made a
real difference, and we are truly grateful.

We understand that recovery will take time, and our school remains committed to supporting our students and families throughout
this journey. If you or someone you know is struggling, please don’t hesitate to reach out. We will do everything we can to provide
assistance or connect you with the right support networks.

Despite the challenges, Wingham High School is focused on
moving forward. We are working hard to restore routine,
rebuild momentum, and support every student to continue
progressing towards their goals. There is much to celebrate —
as yoU’ll see in the pages ahead — and | hope you enjoy
reading about the many positive developments taking place in
our school.

Pail Tuens
p . 'E g
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Wingham High School students serve the Wingham community

In a remarkable display of community spirit, students from Wingham High School came together to prepare and cook meals for local residents affected
by the devastating flooding in the area. The initiative, led by the Student Representative Council (SRC) alongside other interested students, took place
in the school’s Hospitality rooms, showcasing the students' culinary skills while making a meaningful impact.

Under the guidance of Mrs. Beth Ripley and our Wellbeing team, students worked diligently to prepare nutritious meals. These meals were not only
distributed from the school but were also delivered directly to flood-affected homes in the surrounding streets, ensuring that those in need received

support during this challenging time.

A special thanks goes to Alesco College at Tuncurry for their generous contribution in preparing meals, which they delivered to Wingham to enhance
the school's supplies. This collaboration exemplifies the power of community partnership in times of need.

The feedback from the community has been overwhelmingly positive, highlighting the appreciation for the students’ efforts and the importance of
community support. Students expressed their enjoyment in helping those who have always supported their school, reinforcing the bonds between the
school and the community.

This initiative not only provided immediate assistance to those in need but also fostered a sense of empathy and teamwork among the students, re-
minding everyone of the power of coming together in times of crisis.
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A Day at the Farm 2025

On Monday 12 May we were pleased to host our annual Agricultural showcase, welcoming Year 6 students from all over the
Manning to spend the morning at our farm. Our Ag students conducted educational sessions on a rotation, including a visit to
our bottom farm, where the students were transported by bus. A highlight was a visit from Snow & Sons, The Master
Butchers who gave an educational demonstration on beef production, butchering and cooking. Our new cattle crush was also
featured along with our cattle who will be transported to the Wingham Showground today to participate in Wingham Beef
Week.
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Wingham Beef Week 2025

Wingham Beef Week 2025 was once again a showcase of talent, dedication, and agricultural excellence—and Wingham High School
stood proudly at the forefront. With 39 students representing the school and 10 head of cattle in tow, our team was part of a massive
turnout that included over 30 public and private schools and commercial breeding and stud farms. A staggering 738 entries filled the
showgrounds, making this year’s event one of the largest on record.

Our students participated across a variety of competitions, including parading, cattle judging, junior judging, and carcass assessment.
They not only represented our school with skill and professionalism but demonstrated the values of teamwork, commitment, and
resilience throughout the demanding week. From early mornings prepping cattle to the long afternoons in the ring, every student
played their part—and the results were a credit to their effort.

The parading section was a highlight, with students showing their cattle with precision and calmness, despite the competitive
environment. Many of our students received commendations for their handling skills and ring presence, proving that Wingham High is
producing some of the most capable young stock handlers in the region. The judging competitions also saw a strong performance, as
students applied their knowledge of structure, muscle development, and meat quality to evaluate livestock with confidence and
accuracy.

One of the standout aspects of the week was the level of teamwork and support shown among students. Whether it was helping each
other prepare cattle, offering encouragement before a class, or assisting other schools and competitors, our students continuously
went above and beyond. Their positive attitude and sportsmanship were recognised by stewards, judges, and fellow schools.

Staff and community members accompanying the team—Mr Hawkins, Ms Silcock, and long-time supporters Tim and Jennifer Minett—
were incredibly proud of the way the students conducted themselves. “The level of maturity, hard work and enthusiasm these young
people showed is something really special,” said Mr Hawkins. “They did themselves, their families and Wingham High School proud.”

Behind the scenes, the preparation for Beef Week involved months of work. From training sessions on the school farm to weekend
cattle handling, students committed themselves to learning the responsibilities of livestock care and the expectations of the show ring.
The success at Wingham Beef Week is a reflection of that dedication—and the passion they have for agriculture.

It was not just about the ribbons and placings—though there were many. The week was an invaluable learning experience that built
confidence, friendships, and skills that students will carry into future agricultural pathways. Whether they were first-timers or seasoned
show team members, every student came away with a sense of achievement and pride.

As Wingham High School looks
ahead to future shows and
opportunities, the spirit of Beef
Week 2025 will remain a
reminder of what’s possible when
hard work, passion, and
community come

together. Congratulations to all
involved—you’ve set a new
benchmark of excellence.
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Wingham Beef Week 2025
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Zone Cross Country 2025

Congratulations to our Cross Country team who travelled to the Manning Zone Carnival on Thursday 8 May. The students enjoyed a
successful day. The students who have progressed to compete in the Regional Carnival are:

Girls

13 years

Tegan McCallum & Scarlett Allwood
14 years

Melia Ward

17 years

Phoebe Taylor & Aurora Dent

18 years

Luci Yarnold & Aliesha Bell
Boys
14 years

Kye Welsh, Riley Knoke & Jayden McCallum

15 years

Isaac Franklin & Joshua Oliver

16 years

Sean Hurst
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CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!

All you need is a free Volunteers Working
with Children's Check and one simple form
for you to enjoy a free morning tea and
lunch and a good laugh with our fabulous
canteen team. However, most importantly
you are helping our students receive
nutritious, NSW Government approved
meals. You won't have to serve or handle
money.

So come in and lend a hand as much or as
little time as you like - and you don't have to
have a child at this school to help!

Please call Judy on 6553 5488.

Newsletters are published in weeks 5 and 10.

Are available online at:
www.winghamh.schools.nsw.edu.au

Are emailed to:
° all students @education emails
° parents/carers with registered email accounts.

. To receive a copy via email:
Payments for excursions etc, Contact the school and update your email address

can be made online at : : Or . :
. Hard copies are available from the front office and the library.
www.winghamh.schools.nsw.edu.au
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