NEWSLETTER

Term 1| Issue 2 | 2025

From the Principal’s Desk Dates to Remember
As we approach the end of Term 1, | want to take a moment to reflect on the significant Final day of Term 1
achievements and initiatives that have been taking place at our school. Our Year 7 and Year 9 Friday 11 April

students recently completed their NAPLAN examinations, and | am proud of their dedication and Anzac Day March
resilience during this important assessment period. NAPLAN focuses on critical areas including Friday 25 April

Reading, Writing, Language Conventions, and Numeracy. The data we collect from these
assessments is invaluable; it allows us to fine-tune our teaching and learning programs, ensuring
they are tailored to meet the diverse needs of our students.

Students return for Term 2
Wednesday 30 April

P&C Meeting

Tuesday 6 May 6pm
Wingham Beef Week

12-16 May

A highlight for me has been witnessing our Year 7 students settling in so well and adapting to high
school life. Their transition has been greatly supported by Miss McMurtrie (Year Advisor),

Mr Sedgwick (Year Head Teacher), Mr Gardiner (HT Wellbeing) and Mr Bowen (Year 7 Deputy
Principal. It has been heartwarming to see older students guiding and encouraging our newcomers,
fostering a sense of community and belonging within our school.

| would like to take this opportunity to recognise our dedicated staff for their continued focus on explicit instruction in the classroom.
Your hard work does not go unnoticed, and your efforts are making a positive impact on our students' learning experiences. Thank you
for your commitment to excellence and for nurturing a love of learning in our students.

On Wednesday 9th April, the school held its Anzac Ceremony. Mr Croker’s organisation of the ceremony was excellent, and the
student’s behaviour was exemplary. Feedback from our special guests included that the students at Wingham High School are always
the most respectful and polite students out of the multiple ceremonies they have attended over the years. Congratulations Wingham
High School.

On Thursday the 10th of April we will be launching the school’s new rewards system and the whole school has been invited to an
afternoon of food, drinks and games.

Finally, this is my last Principal report for Wingham High School. | have enjoyed the last 15 months here and am deeply appreciative of
how welcoming the students, staff and Wingham Community have been. Wingham High School is a great school with a very bright
future and one which | hope | can be apart of again in the future.

Paal Rosenbaum
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Anzac Ceremony 2025
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Staff Profile: Mr Matthew Whight, Head Teacher Maths and PDHPE

Name: Matthew Whight
Where did you grow up? Point Clare (Central Coast)
What Primary and High Schools did you attend? (staff) Point Clare Public School & Gosford High School

Have you always been a teacher? No. | originally completed a finance degree and worked in Actuarial
analysis and investment banking in Sydney for 3 years before training as a teacher.

Why did you become a teacher? | enjoyed maths throughout school but a lot of my friends didn't. They
found it either difficult or boring. | want others to experience maths as | did as a student.

What University did you do your Teacher training at? University of Technology Sydney (UTS)
Interests and Hobbies? Trail Running, hiking & cycling offroad.

Do you follow a sporting team? If so, who? Tottenham Hotspurs - English Football (soccer) team.

What is your favourite song at the moment... | have never been overly into music but | don't get to make many music choices. (I have 3
daughters)
An interesting fact about yourself? | ran my first ultra-marathon last year.

What is your first impressions of Wingham HS? | was here in 2020 and 2021 and it was great to see a number of familiar faces who welcomed
me, both staff and students.

Staff Profile: Mr Luke Gardiner, Head Teacher Wellbeing

Name: Luke Gardiner
Where did you grow up? | grew up on the Northern Beaches in Sydney.

What Primary and High Schools did you attend? (staff) | went to St Kieran's in Manly Vale for
primary school and St Paul's in Manly for high school.

Have you always been a teacher? Not always! | worked in the deli at Woolworths for about 10 years
before getting into teaching.

Why did you become a teacher? | became a teacher because | love helping students grow—not just
academically, but in confidence, wellbeing, and life skills. Plus, | get to share my passion for sport,
health, and being creative using technology.

What University did you do your teacher training at? | completed a Bachelor of Education in Physical
and Health Education at ACPE. | also hold a Diploma of Educational Studies from CSU, where |
focused on Design & Technology and Industrial Technology (metal and timber).

Interests and Hobbies? | love anything involving the beach—whether it's surfing, swimming, or just
hanging out by the ocean.

Do you follow a sporting team? If so, who? | am a big NBA fan and follow the OKC Thunder.
An interesting fact about yourself? I’'m currently doing a course to become a marriage celebrant!

What is your first impression of Wingham HS? Wingham High has a great community vibe. The staff are super passionate, the students are full of
energy, and there’s a strong sense of support across the school. I’'m excited to be a part of it!
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Student Profile: Phoebe Taylor, Vice Captain 2025

Name: Phoebe Taylor

Have you always lived in Wingham? If no, where else have you lived? | currently live in Old Bar,
but previously | have lived in Mungindi and Lightning Ridge.

What Primary school did you attend? From Years K-3 | attended Lightning Ridge Central School,
then | went to Wingham Public for the rest of primary school.

What are your goals for the year? Have fun and party hard. Maybe do well on my HSC!

What are your career aspirations? | have always had multiple career goals that led me to be in-
decisive but something that always stuck with and interested me is forensic science.

Interests and Hobbies? | love to read and play with my dog. | also play representative netball and
| enjoy running as well as being with my friends.

Do you follow a sporting team? If so, who? No | don’t. Even though | love playing sport, | don’t love watching it.
What is your favourite singer/band? | quite literally listen to everything, so narrowing it down to one thing is too complex.
What is your favourite song at the moment? Rock The Casbah—The Clash

An interesting fact about yourself? | once had hermit crabs that cut off their own eyes as they were distressed because | forgot
to give them water. I've also flown a plane.

Student Profile: Jonah Harrell, Vice Captain 2025

Name: Jonah Harrell

Have you always lived in Wingham? No, | lived in Old Bar and now Taree.
What Primary school did you attend? \Wingham Brush Public School.
What are your goals for the year? To beat Lucas in Ancient History.

What are your career aspirations? To defeat Hans Nieman.

Interests and Hobbies? Jonah’s Book Review (I review books now)

Do you follow a sporting team? If so, who? | supported Manchester City in 2011 and now they
keep winning.

What is your favourite singer/band? Hans Zimmer, John Powell, John Williams

What is your favourite song at the moment? Oogway Ascends—Hans Zimmer

An interesting fact about yourself? 'm a Grand Master on chess.com
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CSU Explore Day Port Macquarie 2025

On 25th March, 39 Year 11 and 12 students attended Charles Sturt University’s annual Explore Day at Port Macquarie. This event gave

students the opportunity to participate in a broad range of hands-on workshops and information sessions tailored to their interests,
explore Charles Sturt Port Macquarie Campus and experience a taste of university life. Academics and student ambassadors spoke to
students about a broad range of courses on offer at CSU Port Macquarie, including Paramedicine, Engineering, Psychology, Nursing and
Education, providing them with valuable information about future career pathways. Students were also able to tour accommodation
and campus facilities and enjoyed a free lunch. The students attending this excursion displayed exemplary behaviour and were
enthusiastic and respectful representatives of Wingham High School.
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Anzac Ceremony 2025

We would like to sincerely thank these community members who helped us commemorate Anzac Day during our Ceremony, held yes-
terday, 10 April 2025. Mrs Mave Richardson, Mr George Greaves, Mr Mick Downs and Mrs lillian Oliver along with pipers John An-

drews and our student Lucas Lyon on bagpipes and Aurora Dent and Joshua Masters presenting a musical item and performing the
National Anthem. Lest We Forget.
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Community Support—Anzac Ceremony 2025

We take great pride in being part of the Wingham Community. Events such as our
Anzac Ceremony are an opportunity for Wingham High School to show our com-
munity what Anzac Day means to us. We would like to thank Mrs Mave Richard-
son AM PSM for representing Lt. Col. (Rtd.) Eric Richardson OAM by attending our
Ceremony and for their donation of a $100 award for our Anzac Essay writing com-
petition. Year 9 student Logan McSweeney presented his winning essay which we
have included below. Mr George Greaves was also present at our Ceremony and
presented a gift for our library donated by the Wingham RSL Sub Branch, which
was received gratefully by our leaders.
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Anzac Ceremony 2025 - Winning Essay by Logan McSweeney Year 9

By Logan McSweeney 2025 Year 9

The Anzac Legend and the Gallipoli campaign

The Gallipoli campaign, fought during World War | from April 1915 to January 1916, is a significant event in
Australian and New Zealand history, marking the emergence of the Anzac legend. Anzac stands for the
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps, and the Gallipoli campaign is remembered for its horrible
conditions and the sacrifice of brave soldiers

The Gallipoli campaign aimed to secure a sea route to Russia and to knock the Ottoman Empire out of the
war. Allied forces, including the Anzacs, landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula on April 25, 1915. The initial
assault was met with fierce resistance from the Ottoman troops, led by Mustafa Kemal, who would later
become known as Ataturk and the founder of modern Turkey. The Anzac forces faced difficult terrain, poor
planning, and inadequate supplies, leading to heavy casualties. The campaign was marked by trench
warfare, like the Western Front, and the harsh conditions took a toll on the soldiers.

The bravery and tenacity displayed by the Anzacs during the campaign contributed to the development of
the Anzac Legend. Stories of heroism, such as the charge at the Nek and the defence of Lone Pine,
became central to the narrative of Australian and New Zealand identity. The Anzacs are often portrayed as
embodying qualities such as mateship, resilience, and sacrifice. This narrative has been crucialin
shaping national pride and remembrance, with Anzac Day, celebrated on April 25 each year, becoming a
day of commemoration for those who served and died in all wars.

The conditions at Gallipoli during World War | were incredibly harsh and unforgiving. Soldiers faced
extreme weather, from scorching heat in the summer to bitter cold in the winter, often with inadequate
clothing and supplies. The terrain was rugged and difficult to navigate, filled with steep cliffs and narrow
ravines that made movement challenging. Additionally, the lack of proper sanitation led to the spread of
disease, compounding the suffering of the troops. Food shortages and inadequate medical care further
exacerbated the dire situation, leaving many soldiers in desperate conditions as they fought in one of the
war's most infamous campaigns.

The Anzac legend is not without its complexities. While it commemorates the bravery of the soldiers, it
also raises questions about the nature of war and its consequences. The Gallipoli campaign ultimately
ended in failure, with significant loss of life on both sides. Over 8,000 Australians and nearly 3,000 New
Zealanders lost their lives, and many more were wounded. The campaign's failure led to a re-valuation of
military strategies and the role of the Anzacs in the broader context of World War I.

In contemporary Australia and New Zealand, the Anzac legend continues to influence national identity. It
serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made by previous generations and the values of courage and
camaraderie. The legacy of Gallipoli is also reflected in literature, art, and education, with numerous
memorials and services held to Honer those who served. The Anzac spirit is often invoked in discussions
about national unity and the importance of remembering history.

In conclusion, the Gallipoli campaign and the Anzac legend are integral to understanding Australian and
New Zealand identities. The bravery of the Anzacs, despite the campaign's tragic outcomes, has left an
enduring mark on the national consciousness. As nations reflect on their past, the Anzac legend serves
as a powerful symbol of sacrifice, resilience, and the enduring spirit of those who fought for their
countries. Anzac Day remains a poignant reminder of the cost of war and the importance of honouring
those who served in this war.

RESPECTFUL 1 RESPONSIBLE 1 POSITIVE 9 Rowley Street Wingham NSW 2429 | T: 02 6553 5488 | EMAIL: wingham-h.school.nsw.edu.au



Wingham High School Newsletter

most students achieving mid 90 marks and the highest achieving performer
achieving an amazing 99/100. While we did not have any performers in the show,
as we did not have a class last year, we celebrated with Hudson Potter who
performed an incredible jazz rendition of 'Somewhere over the Rainbow' on the
piano. Hudson attended Wingham from years 7-10 until his family moved away.

There were a wide variety of performances from theatre, jazz, samba, rock and
classical with performers playing cello, piano, singing,

trombone, drums, bass, and guitar to name a few.
Each performer had words of advice for the students,
the primary one was to practise - a lot.

Our students had a very enjoyable time and gained a
lot from the show. It gave them something to aspire

to as well as a good understanding of the

expectations of the course.

International Women’s Day

On the 21st of March, female students at Wingham High School were invited to a morning tea for International Women’s Day. We
were treated to lots of fairy bread and watermelon whilst listening to our special guest speaker Donna Carrier from Bent on Life Home-
wares and Gifts. Donna spoke about her experiences in business and about going to school. It felt very cozy and comforting and it was a

nice place where we didn’t feel pressured by society and could sit with our friends and have a nice chat and relax. Thank you to Donna
for taking time out of her busy schedule to speak with our girls. - written by a Year 8 student.
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CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!

All you need is a free Volunteers Working
with Children's Check and one simple form
for you to enjoy a free morning tea and
lunch and a good laugh with our fabulous
canteen team. However, most importantly
you are helping our students receive
nutritious, NSW Government approved
meals. You won't have to serve or handle
money.

So come in and lend a hand as much or as
little time as you like - and you don't have to
have a child at this school to help!

Please call Judy on 6553 5488.

Newsletters are published in weeks 5 and 10.

Are available online at:
www.winghamh.schools.nsw.edu.au

Are emailed to:
o all students @education emails
o parents/carers with registered email accounts.

. To receive a copy via email:
Payments for excursions etc, Contact the school and update your email address

can be made online at ) ) or : )
. Hard copies are available from the front office and the library.
www.winghamh.schools.nsw.edu.au
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