Welcome

Term 3 Week 8| Thursday 11 September 2025
Relieving Principal | Mrs Emma Smith
w: westmead-p.schools.nsw.gov.au

Diary Dates

2025 Term 3
International Talk Like a Pirate Day
Friday 19 September
Mufti Day & SRC Fund Raiser
Thursday 25 September CAPA NIGHT
Friday 26 September LAST DAY OF TERM 3
Tuesday 14 October All Students Return to School

ATTENDANCE
MATTERS

Tell your child's school

Our school days starts at

8.55am for 3-6 Students 9.00am for K-2 Students

e |f you're having difficulty getting
your child to school and on time
every day, contact the school for
support.

e If your child misses school due to o |f your child needs to leave early, you

illness, religious reasons, family will need to go to the school office to

circumstances, or other reasons, sign your child in or out and explain

remember to contact the school using  the reason for the absence

the Sentral Parent Portal within 7 . .
e If your child arrives at school late,

days to explain the reason for
i’ R please take them to the classroom and

absence
tell the teacher the reason

Keeping Safe at Morning Drop Off

Playground Supervision starts at 8.30am

Unless your child has before school training for sport

teams or rehearsals for extra-curricular groups




PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE Mrs Emma Smith, Relieving Principal

Met South Public Speaking Finals

Thursday, 4 September, four of our students proudly represented Westmead Public School at the Met South
Public Speaking Regional Finals, held at Hilltop Road Public School. Each competitor presented a prepared
speech on a chosen topic and an impromptu speech on a surprise topic given to them on the day. They
competed against 14 other schools in the region.

K - 2 Representatives

Govin (ES1) and Dheerav (Stage 1) both gave outstanding speeches on topics they were passionate and
excited about. Govin’s prepared speech, Why My Family Is So Special, was heartfelt, while his impromptu
speech on A Magnifying Glass showcased his ability to think creatively. Dheerav spoke passionately about why
Being an Aeronautical Engineer Is the Best Job in the World and delivered a thoughtful impromptu speech on
Family Time. Both students spoke with confidence, clarity and used eye contact. We are very proud of their
achievements and the way they represented our school.

3 - 6 Representatives

Our Stage 2 and 3 representatives, Kiyan (Stage 2) and Adhvaith ( Stage 3), also performed exceptionally
well.

Kiyan delivered his prepared speech, Life Begins in the Ocean, with passion and conviction. His original and
reflective impromptu on Dreams earned him a Highly Commended Award and Runner-Up in the Stage 2
competition. Congratulations, Kiyan, on such a fantastic result! Adhvaith impressed the adjudicators and the
audience with his emotional and moving prepared speech, The Web of Automation. The audience really
resonated with him as he took them on a journey of what automated technology might look like in the future and
outlined all the amazing possibilities it holds. In his impromptu on the topic Be Careful, his creative and abstract
approach set him apart, earning him First Place in the Stage 3 Regional Finals. This is an outstanding
achievement, and Adhvaith will now represent our school and region at the State Finals in Term 4.

We are incredibly proud of all four students for their hard work, courage, dedication and the pride with
which they represented Westmead Public School.



Zone Athletics Carnival

Thursday 28 August, 43 students proudly represented the school at the Zone Athletics Carnival, held under
sunny but crisp conditions. With determination and team spirit, every competitor gave their best effort
across track and field events. From sprinting on the track to giving their all in the shot put and jumps, our
athletes showed resilience, encouragement for one another, and a commitment to trying their hardest. It
was a wonderful day of sport, showcasing not only individual talent but also the pride we have in
representing our school community. Congratulations to Kiyan, 3/4G, who will be representing his school
and Zone in the 9-year-old boys 100 metre race at the Regional Athletics Carnival on Thursday 25
September.



Diwali Event

[ am very excited that this year we will be having a Diwali celebration, kickstarted by our growing parent
committee. This event will take place on Friday 17 October 3:30-5:30pm and entry is free of charge.

As part of this event we are hoping families will share videos of what Diwali means to them, and are
encouraging students to get creative and make things inspired by themes of Diwali- even if Diwali is not
something they traditionally celebrate. Our committee also aims to hold a Christmas event at the end of

Term 4.

If you are planning to attend the Diwali event, please RSVP here so that we can provide an idea of numbers to
food truck vendors and potential entertainment: https://forms.gle/h8Mdp4q7k]ydkrin9

If you create a short (30-45s) video of what Diwali means to you these can be submitted here:
https://forms.gle /iVyaAm3Sfj8qCqGP8

Caring for Country ‘Tidbits’

Explore Aboriginal Heritage sites at Parramatta Lakes!
Did you know there are many walking trails and heritage sites in the area around Parramatta Lakes?

A significant place for the traditional owners of the land, the Dharug people, evidence still remains of
the regular usage of and occupation by the Aboriginal Burramattagal clan. Look out for shelter caves,
hand-stencils, stone flaking, tree scars and midden deposits as you wander around the site.

https://atparramatta.com/discover/see-and-do/nature-and-parks/explore-lake-parramatta-
reserve

SCHOOL TERMS

Plan your Calendars Here are the term dates for 2025-2026
Term 3 / 2025 Tuesday 22 July to Friday 26 September
Term 4 / 2025 Tuesday 14 October to Friday 19 December
Term 1 /2026 Monday 2 February to Thursday 2 April



https://forms.gle/h8Mdp4q7kJydkr1n9
https://forms.gle/iVyaAm3Sfj8qCqGP8
https://atparramatta.com/discover/see-and-do/nature-and-parks/explore-lake-parramatta-reserve
https://atparramatta.com/discover/see-and-do/nature-and-parks/explore-lake-parramatta-reserve










From the APC&I| Team

We are very excited to introduce a newsletter segment from the APC&| Team!

We are Chloe Ally and Teaghan De Wet, the Assistant Principals of Curriculum & Instruction at WPS.
While our teachers work diligently in the classroom, we know meaningful learning also
happens at home, especially when it feels like play!

Each fortnight we will be sharing some practical and engaging ways that you can support
your children at home.

What is Phonics?

Phonics is the understanding of the relationship between graphemes (letters) and phonemes
(sounds) and the ability to recognise and manipulate them to read and spell words.

By Years 3-6, students have usually mastered the basics of phonics, but it still plays a vital role.
Phonics helps students decode new words when reading and supports accurate spelling.
As words become more complex, students also draw on morphology (understanding prefixes,
suffixes and root words) and etymology (knowing a word’s origin, such as Latin or Greek) to make
sense of spelling patterns and meaning.

Together, these skills help your child become confident and accurate readers and writers.

Ways to Help at Home

Kindergarten - Year 2

Kindergarten Stage 1
e Stretch simple sounds out (d/o/g) — make e Bedigraph detectives
sure you say the sound, not the letter name during reading and writing
e Play “find the sound’ in a book you’re and find as many dipgrahs
reading together. For example: Can you find as you can! Digraphs \
the sound /p/ include sh, th, ch, ck, ng, ph \
e Play ‘l spy with my little eye, something and wh
beginning with...” and give a sound e Play vowel digraph memory or snap. Write
the vowel digraphs on cards and play memory
or ‘snap’
e Find and group words that have the same
trigraph, such as ‘air’ found in hair, stair, pair

Year 3-Year6

e Sport word parts — when your child comes across a tricky work, break it into smaller parts (prefix,
base, suffix). For example, unhappy = un- (not) + happy.

e Talk about word origins — Explore where words come from. For example,
telephone comes from Greek (tele = far, phone = sound). This makes spelling
patters more meaningful.

e Play ‘word families’ - Choose a base word (like sign) and see how many related words your child
can find (signal, signature, assign). Discuss how the meaning and spelling are connected.







Collection notice - schools

The department collects personal and health information about students, their parents, carers,
families and other persons of significance before and during the course of a student’s enrolment at a
NSW government school. This notice provides information about the department’s collection and
handling of this information as required by privacy legislation.

What information is collected

The department collects information to ensure compliance with its obligations under laws
governing or relating to the operation of schools such as those in the areas of education, public
health, disability discrimination and child protection and its duty of care. Information the
department may collect includes:

e student medical and health conditions and their management, medical records and medical
practitioner details

o family details, relevant court orders and parent/carer and emergency contact information

o student school history including previous schools attended and history of suspension or
expulsion for violent behaviour

e details about student welfare and wellbeing including attendance and behaviour management

o information on student special learning and support needs including disability

o records of student educational progress and outcomes

The department may also collect personal and health information required for the effective
management, resourcing and administration of education in public schools. This includes
information about religious and ethics education, Aboriginality, languages other than English
spoken at home and parental/carer occupational and educational background.

Why information is collected

Information is collected for the primary purpose of providing every student with the opportunity to
achieve their educational potential and for other directly related purposes including but not limited
to:

e implementing programs that meet student educational and support needs

e communicating with parents and carers

e maintaining the good order and management of schools

« ensuring the safety and welfare of students, staff and others involved with the school’s
operation

e conducting lawful research and compiling statistics relating to the education, health, welfare
and wellbeing of students and student performance

 assessing and evaluating the effectiveness of programs and their impact on student
educational outcomes

e informing State and Federal Governments on matters that may affect resourcing of schools

e operational and administrative purposes

e determining whether students are meeting compulsory school requirements

e satisfying the department’s legal obligations, in particular, its duty of care



How information is collected

Information is generally collected directly from the person to whom it relates. In many
circumstances student information is collected from parents or carers with responsibility for the
student’s welfare and learning.

Collection of information from a student depends on the nature of the information involved, the
maturity and capacity of the student and whether it is in the student’s best interests.

When parents and carers provide schools with personal information about others, such as
emergency contacts and other parent /carer details they should obtain the person’s authority and
inform them that the information is held by the school so they may access it.

Schools may collect personal and health information about current and prospective students from
other agencies or individuals if required and permitted by the Education Act 1990, child protection
legislation or other law.

Access and amendment

The department endeavours to ensure that the personal and health information it collects and holds
is accurate, complete and up to date by encouraging families to regularly update the information if
there are changes and by allowing access to and alteration of the information.

Requests to access and update personal and health information should be made directly to the
school. The department’s privacy management plan has information about how requests are
handled.

Parents and carers may be denied access to student information in certain circumstances such as
when it may result in a breach of the school’s duty of care or other legal obligation, it would have an
unreasonable impact on the privacy of others or where the information was provided in confidence.

Disclosure to other agencies

Schools will only disclose personal and health information to other agencies or persons outside the
department in compliance with privacy legislation or as permitted or required by any other law.
Personal information collected from students is regularly disclosed to their parents or carers.

The department may disclose personal and health information to other government agencies for the
purposes of national reporting. For example, anonymised personal data for students and parents is
provided to the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Agency (ACARA) which uses it to
enable comparisons of National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) test
results for schools across Australia published on the My School website. ACARA follows the
Australian Privacy Principles to ensure that personal and health information is stored securely and is
not disclosed without consent.

The department may disclose personal and health information for research and evaluation purposes
under some circumstances. Such disclosure only occurs if it is consistent with privacy legislation,
where the research or evaluation will be of public benefit and where the department is confident that
personal and health information will be protected against further disclosure.

Permission to publish student Information

At enrolment and during the course of a student’s enrolment parents and carers are asked to provide
permission for the school to publish or release for publication in print and electronic media,
information about their child’s achievements and activities at school. Parents and carers should
inform the school if they wish to alter this permission.

Further information about privacy

The department’s privacy management plan details the department’s practices and procedures for
handling personal and health information. It can be accessed from the department’s website.
Concerns about the collection or handling of personal or health information should initially be raised with
the school principal.


https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/about-us/rights-and-accountability/media/documents/privacy/privacy-management-plan-march-2014.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/about-us/rights-and-accountability/media/documents/privacy/privacy-management-plan-march-2014.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/about-us/rights-and-accountability/media/documents/privacy/privacy-management-plan-march-2014.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/about-us/rights-and-accountability/media/documents/privacy/privacy-management-plan-march-2014.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/about-us/rights-and-accountability/media/documents/privacy/privacy-management-plan-march-2014.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/about-us/rights-and-accountability/media/documents/privacy/privacy-management-plan-march-2014.pdf

Attendance

[t is crucial that all students attend school if they are well enough to do so. The Education Act (1990)
requires that parents ensure children of compulsory school age attend school on each day the school
is open for instruction and any absences are satisfactorily explained in writing.

At Westmead we ask that parents do this via the Sentral Parent Portal app.

Did you know that if a student misses one day a week, they miss 8 weeks per year which is more
than 2.5 years missed over their school life (from years 1-10)? Students who miss learning time
reduce their access to future learning and working opportunities.



Federal Government consultation on the Children’s Online Privacy Code

The Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC), the Australian
Government’s privacy regulator, is seeking input from parents and carers to
assist them in its development of the Children’s Online Privacy Code (the

Code).

The Code will put children at the centre of privacy protections in Australia. By
the time a child turns 13, it's estimated that 72 million pieces of data will have
been collected about them. The aim of the Code is to strengthen privacy
protections for the handling of children’s personal information.

Your insights as a parent or carer are important.

To have your say, please take a few minutes to complete the parent discussion
paper here

Children’s Online Privacy Code (consultation for children and parents) | OAIC.

Your support is also important in helping your child or young person to take
part too, please assist them in filling out the appropriate worksheet, provided in
the link above.

This consultation will be open until the 30 June 2025. You can read more
about the Code here Children’s Online Privacy Code | OAIC.

Travelling overseas during the
school term or holidays?

Email the school westmead-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au for an
Application for Extended Leave—Travel form.

Please put your child’s full name and date of birth in the subject line.
Attach a copy of your return travel booking to the email.

If you return is delayed, please contact the school by email with the details.



https://www.oaic.gov.au/privacy/privacy-registers/privacy-codes/childrens-online-privacy-code
https://www.oaic.gov.au/privacy/privacy-registers/privacy-codes/childrens-online-privacy-code
https://www.oaic.gov.au/engage-with-us/consultations/childrens-online-privacy-code-consultation-for-children-and-parents
https://www.oaic.gov.au/privacy/privacy-registers/privacy-codes/childrens-online-privacy-code




BIRTHDAY TREATS, SHARED FOOD, CLASS & EXTRACURRICULAR PARTIES

Birthday Treats

Some children enjoy celebrating their birthday at school with their classmates and bring food items to share.
On these occasions it is requested that nut free single servings for each child such as small cupcakes, small
individually wrapped chocolates or donuts are provided, in their original packaging with ingredients
identified. It is requested that no lolly bags/party bags are provided. We are unable to accept home-cooked
food.

All birthday treats must be handed in to the class teacher before school on the day, to ensure that these
requirements are met.

We are unable to accept birthday food items during the school day.
Shared Food

Teachers may plan activities involving shared food as part of classroom learning activities. These activities
provide students with valuable hands-on experiences that act as stimulus in class writing, discussion or
response activities. At times, students are able to eat what has been made. This will always occur under
teacher supervision. Some examples of the type of activities that may include the use of food are:

Examples at Westmead
ecooking as a learning opportunity
emaking fairy bread or scones to learn how to write or follow informative texts
ofood experiences linked to history topics eg damper

Class & Extra-curricular Group Parties

Teachers may hold class parties at the end of the school year to celebrate the successful year that students
have had together, recognising the hard work, growth, and accomplishments of each and every one. This
celebration is a chance to reflect on the milestones reached, the challenges overcome, and the friendships built
along the way.

Teachers may supply foods and students may be asked to provide foods for these activities. We are unable to
accept home-cooked foods for these activities.

Examples of Foods for Class/Extra-curricular Parties
ePlain and flavoured chips - must not contain any nuts or nut products
e Plain and flavoured chocolates - must not contain any nuts or nut products
oTim Tams and Oreo biscuits - must not contain any nuts or nut products
eMini Cupcakes - must not contain any nuts or nut products
eLollies - Allens or The Natural Confectionery Company - must not contain any nuts or nut products
eZooper Doopers - Cosmic Flavours only
o Soft Drinks - Coca Cola, Fanta, 7Up, Lemonade and Pepsi
ofruit juice poppers

Practical caution is taken to ensure all known allergies and intolerances are appropriately catered for when
planning such activities.

If your child is unable to have birthday treats or shared food due to an allergy or intolerance, you may provide

an alternate treat option for them. This should be in the original packaging with the ingredient list, your child’s
name and class and handed in to the class teacher before school on the day.



Important Safety Reminder: Crossing Hawkesbury Road

We would like to remind everyone about the importance of road safety, especially near our school.

Recently, there have been concerns about students and parents crossing Hawkesbury Road near Mowle St.

This area can be particularly dangerous, as it is not a designated pedestrian crossing.

For your safety and the safety of your children, we
strongly recommend using the pedestrian lights at
either Priddle Street or further down

Hawkesbury Road near the shops.

These crossings are much safer, as they allow you to
cross with the protection of traffic signals.

Please take the extra time to walk to these crossings
and encourage your children to do the same. Your
safety is our priority.

Thank you for your co-operation.

PERMISSION TO PUBLISH

When enrolling your child at Westmead Public School, we seek your permission to allow the school/NSW
Department of Education to publish and/or disclose information about your child for the purposes of sharing
their experiences with other students, informing the school and broader community about school and student
activities and recording student participation in noteworthy projects or community service.

This information may include your child’s name, age, class and information collected at school such as
photographs, sound and visual recordings of your child, your child’s work and expressions of opinion such as
in interactive media.

The communications in which your child’s information may be published or disclosed include but are not
limited to:

Public websites of the NSW Department of Education including the school website, the NSW
Department of Education intranet (staff only), blogs and wikis

NSW Department of Education publications including the school newsletter, annual school magazine
and school report, promotional material published in print and electronically including on the
Department’s websites

Official Department and school social media accounts on networks such as YouTube, Facebook , Twitter
and School Stream.

Local and metropolitan newspapers and magazines and other media outlets

Parents should be aware that when information is published on public websites and social media channels, it
can be discoverable online for a number of years, if not permanently. Search engines may also cache or retain
copies of published information. Published information can also be linked to by third parties.

A separate permission will be requested for special circumstances such as CAPA Night.

This permission remains in force for the duration of your child’s enrolment at the school. If you wish to change
your permission, please email the school at westmead-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au and include your child’s full
name, date of birth and class in the subject line.



Our commitment to anti-racism education

With your support, we do the very best we can to ensure culturally inclusive, cohesive, safe
and engaging learning experiences for all our students.

If at any time you find that you have a concern about racism in our school, you are
encouraged to come to the school and talk with a member of staff so that your concern
can be resolved.

The NSW Department of Education has a Complaints Handling Policy to ensure that
complaints are handled fairly. In the case of complaints relating to racism in schools, you
can also contact the school Anti-Racism Contact Officer (ARCO) Janelle Singleton on
telephone 9635 7793 or via email westmead-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au.

A factsheet providing parents and carers with information about the Anti-Racism Policy and the role
of the Anti-Racism Contact Officer is available in other languages:

https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/translated-documents/anti-racism-contact-officer

Allergy Awareness Policy

Students can be allergic to a wide range of foods such as peanut, cow's milk, egg and wheat which
are staple foods that cannot be removed from school environments.

We need everyone in the commmunity to understand that having a cow's milk, egg, wheat, or sesa-
me allergy (to name just a few) is just as serious as having a peanut or tree nut allergy. Food allergy
is not just about peanuts.
To support students with food allergies and anaphylaxis, we ask that you -

Send your child with their own drink

Clearly label lunch boxes, bottles, and other drinks with your child's name

Remind your child about the importance of washing their hands, eating their own food, not
sharing food, food utensils or food containers.



https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/translated-documents/anti-racism-contact-officer
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.nsw.gov.au%2Fpolicy-library%2Fpolicies%2Fpd-2002-0051&data=05%7C02%7Cfiona.a.campbell%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C8c10c10e168d4e009e7208dc3eeada8d%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C

OFFERED FOR SALE

Westmead Public school is offering the following school equipment items for sale.
All offers will be considered, and the highest bid will be accepted.

Offers should be made in writing to

The Principal

Westmead Public School
Westmead-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Closing date to submit offers is 3.00pm Friday 19 September 2025. GST is applicable on the
sale of these items.

Items may be inspected on these dates

. Wednesday 20 August 2025 between 9.00am and 3.00pm

. Wednesday 27 August 2025 between 9.00am and 3.00pm

Model Name: MacBook Pro

Model Identifier: MacBookPro16,1

Processor Name: 6-Core Intel Core i7

Processor Speed: 2.6 GHz

Number of Processors: 1

Total Number of Cores: 6

L2 Cache (per Core): 256 KB

L3 Cache: 12 MB

Hyper-Threading Technology: Enabled

Memory: 16 GB

System Firmware Version: 1731.140.2.0.0 (iBridge: 19.16.16066.0.0,0)
0OS Loader Version: 540.120.3~19

Serial Number (system): C02F39G7MD6M

Hardware UUID: 1DB8BE73-9DD6-5C85-AD94-1E1547BD0OD6F
Provisioning UDID: 1DB8BE73-9DD6-5C85-AD94-1E1547BD0OD6F
Activation Lock Status: Enabled

Camera Lens
Canon EF 70-200mm 2.8 L USM

Camera Lens
Canon EF 24-70mm f4L IS USM


mailto:Westmead-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au



























