High Potential and Gifted Education at our school
Welcome
At Wauchope High School, we believe every student has potential waiting to be discovered and nurtured.
High Potential and Gifted Education (HPGE) is about identifying and extending students’ talents across a range of domains — intellectual, creative, social-emotional, and physical.
We are committed to providing opportunities that inspire, challenge, and support all learners so they can thrive and make a positive difference in their world.
[Icon – This is the NSW DoE HPGE Policy →]

The four domains of potential
Icons with short descriptions:
	Domain
	What It Means
	Examples at Our School

	Intellectual
	Advanced thinking, problem-solving, and deep understanding.
	Extension English, Extension Maths, Extension Science, STEM Enrichment opportunities, Rotary Public Speaking, External Competitions, Cattle Team

	Creative
	Original ideas, innovative thinking, and artistic expression.
	Art Club, Music Club, Musical Productions, Drama Club, CAPA Showcases, Schools Out Radio

	Social-Emotional
	Leadership, empathy, collaboration, and resilience.
	Student Representative Council, Peer Mentoring, Legacy Public Speaking, Leadership training at Luminosity

	Physical
	Skill, stamina, and excellence in sport or movement.
	Representative Sport, Dance Ensemble, Cumberland Interschool Competition



Opportunities for students
Accordion or tabbed sections – one per domain:
Intellectual Opportunities
· Extension and enrichment Class: English and Maths (Years 7-12) weekly program after-school extension class. 
· STEM enrichment 
· Academic competitions (e.g., ICAS, Da Vinci Decathlon, Science and Engineering challenge)
· Cattle Team

Creative Opportunities
· Musical Productions
· Dorothea McKellar Poetry Competition (Years 7-12) – state writing competition, with school-based workshops.
· CAPA Showcase (Years 7-12) – all students across all aspects of the performing arts showcase their skills 
· Clubs (Music and Art)

Social- Emotional
· Student Representative Council (SRC)
· Peer Mentoring Program 
· House Captains, School Captains and Vice-Captains process
· Event Committees (Harmony Day, NAIDOC Week, whole school Wellbeing Days, Formal)
Physical 
· Representative Sport teams (school, regional, state)
· Athletics, Cross Country, and Swimming Carnivals
· Dance Ensemble 
· Cumberland Intersport Competition 

How we identify students
We use a flexible and inclusive approach to identify high potential and gifted learners. This includes:
· Teacher observations and classroom performance
· Standardised test results
· Student self-nominations
· Parent / carer nominations
[Icon: Download Parent Nomination Form →]
Students can enter or leave programs as their interests and needs change — HPGE is about meeting them where they are.

Student voices
“Robotics Club helped me learn to solve problems in different ways. I also met new friends who like the same things I do.” – Year 7 Student

“Being in the Big Night Out was amazing - it made me more confident, and I even joined the debating team afterwards.” – Year 9 Student

For parents
· Support learning at home by encouraging curiosity and exploration.
· Attend showcase nights and performances.
· Share your expertise — we welcome parent mentors for specific projects.

[Contact our HPGE Coordinator → email@school.nsw.edu.au]

What’s on this each term
· Term 1: Extension Maths, Year 7 Parents Meet the Teachers; State and Regional Swimming Carnivals; 
· Term 2: Cumberland Interschool Competition (week 10)
· Term 3: CAPA Showcase Night (Week 7) State and Regional Athletics Carnivals and Cross Country; HSC performance evenings (Drama, Dance, Music); Visual Arts / Textiles / Industrial Technology 
· Term 4: Orientation, Presentation Assembly, Rewards day

More Information
· [NSW Department of Education HPGE Policy →]
· [Parent Fact Sheet: Understanding HPGE →]

