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Principal’s Message 

 

Principal’s Message 

Welcome back to the first newsletter of Term 2. The term is 
off to an exciting and busy start. Our students are straight 
back into their learning, working to achieve their personal 
best in English and mathematics sessions as well as in other 
key learning areas. They are continuing to work at improving 
their writing under instruction from their teachers using the 
SoLA Writing program which you can read about further 
along in this newsletter. 

We have held our Athletics Carnival, ANZAC Day service, 
Wrigglers Preschool to Kindergarten transition program 
information session, our very first bilingual story time and 
much, much more. We are about to hold our very first parent 
group sessions where parents and carers from all 
backgrounds can meet others, joining in friendly, practical 
English conversation and community connection. And who 
can forget celebrating our Mums and significant others at 
our Mother’s Day Breakfast! 

Our K-2 students have been introduced to Native Sugar Bag 
Bees by Ben the Bee Man from Project Humble and will 
begin their ‘Guardians of the Buzz’ lessons to become 
experts on Native Sugar Bag Bees and build native bee 
hives for our school garden. 

We look forward to an educational and fun term ahead and 
invite all families and community members to participate in 
activities and events on offer this term. 

      

 

Recording Of Phone Calls – We Value Respectful 
Communication. 

At Wallsend Public School, we hold high expectations for 
everyone in our school community and are committed to 
building strong, collaborative partnerships with parents and 
carers.  

Staff at Wallsend PS do not consent, under any 
circumstances, to the recording of phone calls made to 
parents and carers.  
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School Calendar 

Week  

3 

Date Events 

5/5/26 Wrigglers 9.15am 

5/5/26 P&C Meeting 6.30pm 

 
6/5/26 

CCEP Aboriginal Student 
Excursion 

 7/5/26  P&C Mother’s Day Stall 

 
8/5/26 

Mother’s Day Breakfast 
8.00am 

 8/5/26 PSSA Touch Football Gala 

 

Week 

4 

11/5/26 – 
14/5/26 

School Dental Van 

12/5/26 Wrigglers 

 13/5/26 Premier’s Debating- Round 1 

 

13/5/26 
Sporting Schools Athletics 

KP,K/1M, 1/2C, 1/2G 

 

14/5/26 
SSS Dance Starstruck 

Rehearsal 

 14/5/26 Whole School Assembly 

 

Important upcoming dates: 

 

• 21/5/26 Harmony Day 
 
   

 

Important reminders 

 
 

• 8/6/26 King’s Birthday Public Holiday 
 

 

 

mailto:wallsend-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
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We value respectful communication and ask that all 
conversations remain respectful, confidential and free from 
recording in order to maintain trust and positive 
relationships. Thank you for your understanding and 
ongoing support. 

Sporting Success 

Congratulations to Eliza and Isaiah who have experienced 
recent success in the sporting field whilst representing our 
school. 

Eliza recently placed first in her age group at the Crossroads 
Zone Cross Country Carnival. An excellent achievement! 
She will compete at the Regional Cross Country Carnival at 
Newcastle Racecourse Broadmeadow on 25th May. We 
wish Eliza all the very best at the carnival. 

Isaiah was recently selected to be a part of the Hunter 
Region Rugby League team to play at the State Rugby 
League Carnival in Parkes this June. He has also been 
scouted to play in a Rugby league 9s competition on the 
Central Coast later in the year. Huge achievements. We 
wish Isaiah all the best at both carnivals. 

            

Enrolments – Starting School Strong with our Wrigglers 
Program 

Is your child starting Kindergarten next year? Enrol now for 
2027 and make the most of giving your child a confident start 
to school before they even begin by having them join our 
Wrigglers program. Preschool to Kindergarten transition 
programs give your child the best start, allowing them to 
become confident in and familiar with the school 
environment, make friends amongst their peers, become 
familiar with staff and learn school readiness skills to ensure 
they have the best start to the school year as possible. 
Contact the office to enquire about the program and follow 
the QR code below to enrol at Wallsend PS. 

Do you know families with students starting school in 2027 
or moving to our area and needing to enrol their child in a 
school? Be sure to encourage them to enquire now to 
access the best education for their child. 

                         

 

Mobile Phone and Smartwatch Policy 

Wallsend PS supports the restrictions of mobile phones in 
accordance with the NSW Department of Education: 
Students’ Use of Mobile Phones in School policy. 

All student mobile phones are to be handed in and stored in 

the School Office for the full school day upon arrival at 

school. This is an approved NSW Department of Education 

option. Student mobile phones are not permitted on school-

related activities and outside of school where there is a clear 

and close connection between the school and the conduct 

of students, such as excursions and camps.  

The same applies for smartwatches. Smartwatches can 

receive, store, process and share digital information and 

connect to applications (apps), websites and other online 

services.  

Smartwatches with cellular or Wi-Fi connectivity need to be 

signed in at the office and stored there for the day or are 

best left at home. 

Parents and carers needing to contact their child during 

school hours can do so through the office on 49559415.  

We thank you for your understanding and support of this 

policy. 

SoLA English - writing 

This year we are implementing SoLA English with a focus 
on writing in our classrooms. It is research driven, high 
impact instruction combining evidence based professional 
learning, programs and resources to deliver impact for our 
students.  

SoLA English focus on Cognitive Science and English, 
particularly Cognitive Load Theory – schemas, working 
memory and cognitive load, and how it impacts student 
learning.  

Teaching focusses on the ‘Super Six of writing’ being 

audience, text structure, vocabulary, ideas, literary devices 

and conventions. Students are exposed to quality literature, 

vocabulary and relevant background knowledge to support 

their learning. 
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We look forward to sharing some of our work with you 

throughout the year. 

Call for Ex Student Information – Our Alumni 

Last year we began our Wallsend PS Alumni posts to our 
school website and Facebook page. We would love to 
keep this going for 2026. 

Do you know someone who attended here and has gone  

on to achieve success at high school, at university, in the 
workforce, in the sporting field etc. If you do, we would love 
to hear about them. 

What would we need? Obviously, their permission to be 
involved and be posted on our website and Facebook 
page. We would also need: 

✓ Name 

✓ Years attended Wallsend PS  

✓ Something they remember about WPS or that they 
enjoyed. 

✓ What they are doing know. 

✓ What are their interests and/or hobbies. What they 
like doing in their spare time 

✓ A photo 

Please email the school with the above information or 
ideas of people we can approach. We would love to 
celebrate our former students’ achievements. 

 

Child Development Study – Screen time, sleep and child 

development 

A team led by researchers at the University of Newcastle are 
collecting data from NSW children, aged 3-5 as part of their 
Screen Use and Addiction Research Fund project, ‘Screen 
time, sleep and development in neurotypical preschoolers 
and autistic/at-risk preschoolers’. This study is mostly aimed 
at preschoolers, but if there are children aged 5 or under at 
school, they can participate. 

This project will explore how screen time, sleep, and 
language development are related, and compare these 
patterns between neurodiverse and neurotypical children. 

Parents and caregivers will be invited to complete an online 

questionnaire on their child's screen time, sleep, and 

development. Upon completion caregivers will receive a $40 

GiftPay card. 

 

Note: This project has been approved by the University’s 

Human Research Ethics Committee, Approval No. H-2021-

0216 and the Department of Education State Education 

Research and Partnerships DOC25/1473453 - SERAP 

3113 in conjunction with the grant with the aim of on-site 

recruitment in schools.   

More information will be sent out to parents via School 

Bytes. If you have a 3–5-year-old or know someone who 

does, this may be of interest to you. 

 

Mrs Kim Cummings  

Principal 

School Dental Van 

Saira’s Smile Mobile Dental Service will be at school 
Monday 11th May- Thursday 14th May 2026. Registration is 
now closed. 

                

  

Supporting Respectful Relationships at Home 

We are pleased to share a helpful resource from the Primary 
English Teachers Association of Australia 

(PETAA) designed to support parents and carers in 
nurturing respectful relationships. This guide offers practical 
tips on fostering important skills like equality, respect, and 
resilience through age-appropriate books and meaningful 
conversations. 

You can borrow these recommended books from our school 
library to encourage thoughtful discussions at home. These 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.nsw.gov.au%2Fabout-us%2Feducation-data-and-research%2Fresearch-with-us%2Fpartner-with-us%2Fscreen-use-and-addiction-research-fund&data=05%7C02%7Ckim.cummings%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C70e1ccf5aed74f3b4f7c08de9e701643%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C639122401911808879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nW8SMAgJWEJBf5eNH%2BCli4DTQIBOi69oVNFg89hra%2FM%3D&reserved=0
http://canva.com/design/DAGew74yV3o/tC3uxfuCMkOJAQpSI433gQ/view?utm_content=DAGew74yV3o&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h245126abc6
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stories help children develop empathy, learn how to resolve 
conflicts, and understand others better. Age 
recommendations are included to help you choose the best 
books for your child. 

Send an email to rhonda.creasey@det.nsw.edu.au our 
Teacher Librarian if you wish to borrow one of the books 
suggested. 

We hope this resource supports you in guiding your child 
towards kindness and respect in their everyday 
relationships. 

              

P&C News 

P&C Facebook Page 

We have our very own Facebook page to keep our school 
community updated on all P&C related topics and events. 
You can 'like' and 'follow' us at Wallsend Public School P&C 
Association.  

Canteen: 

The P&C are proud to offer this service which is accredited 
with Healthy School Canteens NSW.  

We are open 5 days a week for lunch orders and over the 
counter snacks during lunch time, as well as recess on 
Wednesday and Thursday. ALL FLEXISCHOOL ORDERS 
must be in on the day by 8:55am and over the counter 
orders by 9:12am (class bell)  

We can offer such a wonderful service to our school 
because of the volunteers that help.  

If you are interested in volunteering in the canteen, 
please   pop in and see Renee in the morning between 
8:45 - 9:30am or email canteen@wps-pnc.org.au  

Uniform Shop: 

Maxine is in the uniform shop every Monday and Thursday 
mornings from 8.45am to 9.15am during the school term. 
The uniform shop accepts cash and card payments, 
alternatively you can order 
uniforms from www.flexischools.com.au and the order will 
be delivered to your child's class.  

OOSH: 

The P&C manage the OOSH service onsite and hire 
qualified early childhood educators. OOSH 
operates Monday - Friday and offers Before School and 
After School Care during school terms as well as vacation 
care in the school holidays. For more information about this 
service and enrolments please contact OOSH either by 
phone 02 4951 3957 or email oosh@wps-pnc.org.au  

Fundraising:  

A big thank you to everyone who supported the Easter 
raffle last term. We hope all the prize winners enjoyed their 
prizes! 

We are also thrilled with the wonderful response to our 
annual Mother’s Day stall, with over half the school pre-
purchasing vouchers. We know the children will find 
something special when they visit the stall on Thursday 
and exchange their vouchers for a gift of their choice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P&C Save the Date 

 
Date Events 

5/5/26 P&C Meeting 

7/5/26 P&C Mother’s Day Stall 

 2/6/26 P&C Sub-Committee 

 9/6/26 P&C General Meeting 

 

mailto:rhonda.creasey@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:canteen@wps-pnc.org.au
http://www.flexischools.com.au/
mailto:oosh@wps-pnc.org.au
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Community News  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


