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Principal’s Message 

Winners! Our honey took out first place in the recent 
Maitland show. With a score of 93/100 in the Liquid Honey- 
Light division, the judges were impressed by our honey’s 
flavour, density and colour as well as aroma, clearness and 
brightness. It seems our neighbours are also impressed, 
with one neighbour reporting her excitement at seeing 
increased bee activity in her garden and complimented us 
on this. We hope to have our honey on sale soon for 
everyone to enjoy and plan to auction our very first jar!    

Thank you to those parents who attended our Parent 
Information Sessions last week. If you have any questions 
that remain unanswered, please reach out to your child’s 
teacher as soon as possible to keep the lines of 
communication open. 

We held our first assembly last week at the new time of 
Thursday afternoon.  Assemblies will be held each fortnight 
on this day unless there is another major event on that week. 
Thank you to those parents and family members who 
attended to witness our first assembly award winners of the 
year receive their certificates. Congratulations to all 
recipients. 

Airconditioning in the school hall 

Our hall will finally have air conditioning installed on 2nd and 
3rd March. It has been a long time coming but we are excited 
that this P&C funded project has finally been given the ‘go 
ahead’. Cool assemblies and activities ahead for our 
students, staff and families! 

The P&C OOSH service will operate out of the library on 
these dates. 

Arrival Times 

We continue to have a number of students arriving well 
before the morning supervision bell. Please be aware that 
parents will be contacted to discuss supervision when this 
occurs.  

We understand and appreciate that parents work and 
suggest using the OOSH service located on school grounds 
should you need to drop your children off before 8:45 am.  
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School Calendar 

Week  

5 

Date Events 

25 Feb Zone Swimming Carnival 

25 Feb 
PLP Yarn Up Afternoon Tea 

3.10pm 

26 Feb External Providers Induction 

 

Week 

6 

2 March Cricket Blasters 

5 March Lions Eye Screening 

 

5 March  Whole School Assembly  

 

  

Important upcoming dates: 

 
 

• 24/3/26 School Cross Country 
 

• 25/3/26 School Photo Day  
 

• 25/3/26 Three Way Conferences  
 

• 02/04/26 Easter Hat Parade 
 

 
            

 

Important reminders 

 

• 02/03/26 P&C Sub Committee Meeting 
12.30pm 

 

• 18/03/26 P&C McDonalds Fundraising Night 
 

• 03/04/26 Good Friday – School Holidays 
Commence 
 

 
 

 

mailto:wallsend-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
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Our school arrival time is 8:45 am, when teachers are first 
on duty. We ask that, for the safety of all students, you do 
not drop your children at school before this time. 

Class Set Up and Stage Outcomes 

When setting up classes for the following year, staff use their 
professional training, knowledge of students and data to 
best place students for optimal learning and development.  

Children are carefully placed in classes with their cohort to 
afford them the opportunity to get the best possible learning 
experiences. If placed in stage classes e.g. Stage 1, Stage 
2, Stage 3 or cross stage classes e.g. 2/3 or 4/5, careful 
consideration is given to student need, including but not 
limited to academic and social requirements. 

NSW subject specific syllabus outcomes and content reflect 
the essential knowledge, understanding and skills that 
students are expected to learn. For example, students in 
Years 3 and 4 will work towards achieving all Stage 2 
outcomes by the time they reach the end of Year 4. Some 
students will have work differentiated to meet their need if 
further support is required or they are being extended 
beyond the Stage 2 level. 

At the start of any school year, revision will occur after the 
six-week school holidays. For some students, learning can 
be lost during this time and whilst new class routines are 
being set up for a successful year, revision acts as a 
refresher to get children started on their new year learning 
journey. 

Please contact the school and make an appointment with 
your child’s teacher if you have any questions about their 
learning this year. 

Important - Returning Home Readers and Decodable 
Texts from 2025. 

Our home reading program, ‘Reading For Pleasure’ is about 
to kick off for the year, but we need your help. 

We still have a number of readers and decodables texts that 
have not been returned from last year. Can you please have 
a look around at home and return them to school as soon as 
possible. No questions asked! 

We would appreciate your support in returning any texts you 
still have at home as they are quite expensive to replace. 
We would like to have plenty of readers to send out this year 
to continue our successful ‘Reading For Pleasure’ program. 

Call for Ex Student Information – Our Alumni 

Last year we began our Wallsend PS Alumni posts to our 
school website and Facebook page. We would love to 
keep this going for 2026. 

Do you know someone who attended here and has gone  

on to achieve success at high school, at university, in the 
workforce, in the sporting field etc. If you do, we would love 
to hear about them. 

What would we need? Obviously, their permission to be 
involved and be posted on our website and Facebook 
page. We would also need: 

✓ Name 

✓ Years attended Wallsend PS  

✓ Something they remember about WPS or that they 
enjoyed. 

✓ What they are doing know. 

✓ What are their interests and/or hobbies. What they 
like doing in thier spare time 

✓ A photo 

Please email the school with the above information or 
ideas of people we can approach. We would love to 
celebrate our former students’ achievements. 

Voluntary Contributions 

We have a commitment to ensuring that every student in 
NSW has access to high-quality public education in public 
schools.  

While instruction in public schools must be provided free of 
charge, we are extremely grateful that some families choose 
to make voluntary financial contributions to our school.  

As well as this contribution, we may ask parents to 
contribute to some other costs throughout the year. These 
costs sit outside delivery of the core curriculum and 
participation is optional for families. This may include 
excursions or extracurricular activities. You will be advised 
if any of these items have associated costs.  

While we greatly appreciate these contributions, no one 
should feel pressured to financially contribute to their child’s 
public school.  

Voluntary contributions for our school are as follows: 

First child: $ 40.00 

Second child: $20.00 

Third child: $10.00 

You can make a voluntary contribution through the parent 
portal Schoolbytes App. More information is being emailed 
today.  

Your child/children will not be disadvantaged if you are 
unable to meet these costs due to financial hardship. If you 
need help from the school, you can apply for confidential 
support by talking with your school principal.  

If you would like further information, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 
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If you need interpreter assistance to contact the school, 
please call 131 450. Tell the operator the language you need 
and the phone number of the school. The operator will 
phone the school and get an interpreter on the line to assist 
you with your conversation. You will not be charged for this. 

Summer Safety Tips for Families 

Summer is certainly here as we well and truly know, and the 
hotter days bring increased health and safety risks. Please 
see the following advice from NSW Health about how you 
can protect yourself and your children this summer. 

Sun safety 

Sun exposure adds up over the day. It’s important for you 
and your children to use sunscreen every day, even if it’s 
cloudy. Apply 30 minutes before going into the sun, and 
remember to reapply every 2 hours or after you swim, 
shower or sweat. 

Protect your skin in 5 ways: 

✓ Slip on clothing that covers as much skin as 
possible 

✓ Slop on SPF30 (or higher) broad-spectrum, water-
resistant sunscreen 

✓ Slap on a broad-brimmed hat that covers the face, 
back of the neck and ears 

✓ Seek out shade 

✓ Slide on sunglasses that meet the Australian 
standard for UV protection. 

Heatwaves 

Extreme heat or heatwaves are periods of unusually hot 
weather. In Australia, heatwaves are our deadliest natural 
hazard. 

✓ Keep cool on hot days by: 

✓ Staying inside as much as possible 

✓ Drinking plenty of water 

✓ Closing curtains and blinds to block out the sun 

✓ Limiting physical activity to early in the morning 

✓ Taking cool showers. 

Mosquito bites 

Mosquitos can transmit serious diseases 

Avoid mosquito bites: 

✓ Spray up using a repellent. 

✓ Cover up using loose, long-sleeved clothing and 
covered footwear and socks. 

 

✓ Screen up and install fly screens on all doors and 
windows around your house. 

✓ Clean up any containers with still water around your 
backyard (including toys and pet water bowls), as 
these are where mosquitos breed. 

Prevent bites and stings 

Some Australian animals can give painful or dangerous 
bites and stings. You might come across one at the beach, 
bushwalking or even in your home. It’s important to be alert. 

Marine bites and stings 

Spider bites 

Snake bites 

Tick bites 

If you or your child is bitten or stung, stay calm and act 
quickly: 

✓ Find a lifeguard or call the NSW Poisons 
Information Centre on 13 11 26 

✓ Call Triple Zero (000) for emergencies like a snake, 
blue-ringed octopus or funnel web spider bite. 

Be prepared for emergencies 

Summer often means more bushfires, floods and severe 
storms. Preparing early can help keep you and your family 
safe. 

Download the Hazards Near Me app for emergency 
warnings and advice for fires, floods and tsunamis in NSW. 

Visit NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS) for bushfire planning 
and preparation for your home. 

You can get free health advice 24/7 from a registered nurse 
by calling health direct on 1800 022 222.  

 

They can find you a nearby doctor, pharmacist, urgent care 
service or connect you to specialist virtual care. In an 
emergency, always call Triple Zero (000). 

Take care this summer and thank you for supporting our 
school community. 
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School Photos – Wednesday 25th March 

Group and portrait photographs can be purchased by 
following the link below. If you prefer to order using an 
envelope please visit the school office, collect an order 
envelope and hand your payment to our photographer on 
school photo day. 

Two easy ways to purchase: 

1. Visa, MasterCard or PayPal 
2. Cash – complete the envelope supplied and return 

it to our photographer on photo day 
 

Many photo packs are available to order, ranging in price 
from $35 to $66. Sibling packs are also available for siblings 
attending our school. 

To order online: www.advancedlife.com.au 

 Enter school code: Z2M JCL A6R 

Please ensure all orders are submitted by Wednesday, 
25th March. 

Students are expected to arrive in full school uniform, 
including white socks and black shoes. 

                    

Mrs Kim Cummings 
Principal        
 

Reading for Pleasure 

We all understand how valuable reading is in our lives. We 
also might know that a skill like reading is best developed 
through lots of practice. Even more important is getting our 
reading to be a joyful and fulfilling pastime. To support this, 
we are running our ‘Reading for Pleasure’ program at 
Wallsend again for 2026.   

To signal the start of the program all families will receive an 
information note next week explaining how the program 
will operate. Recording booklets will also be given to each 
child with students in K-2 given a plastic folder with a 
decodable book inside to get them underway.  

A display of stars in the library above the door shows the 
progress of individual students as they build their nights of 
reading. Will you aim to have your name up there?  

Alongside this, each morning we will have volunteer 
parents/carers outside the library listening and encouraging 
students in their reading. This is known as our ‘Support a 
Reader’ program. Students are able earn a stamp and a Lori 
and have their booklet signed off for reading.  

Please see Mrs Creasey this week if you are available any 
morning before school from 8.45am to listen and encourage 
our students with their reading. Talk to your classroom 
teacher if you have any questions.  

Yours in reading,  
Mrs Rhonda Creasey  
Teacher Librarian  

Assembly Items 

At our next school assembly on Thursday 5th March 5/6P 
will be presenting a class item. 

Also at this assembly individual Swimming Carnival 
Ribbons for 2026 will be handed out.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.advancedlife.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKIM.MELLIGER%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C08d60336cdeb42c06f3c08de6531ddb8%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C639059462199970274%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zP%2F5%2FsLvvcWJGcLxo2KocM5PAZuLy8tUcgC8%2FEGVwdE%3D&reserved=0
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P&C News 

Wallsend Public School P&C AGM 
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General 

Meeting (AGM) of the Wallsend Public School 

Parents and Citizens Association will be held 

on Tuesday 17th March at 6.30pm.  

This meeting will occur onsite at Wallsend Public 

School Library. 

 In accordance with the Federation of Parents and Citizens’ 

Association guidelines the following will apply: 

The executive officer positions determined at 

the AGM, according to both Standard and 

Prescribed Constitution are: 

President 

Two Vice Presidents 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Other representative positions held by the 

P&C members will be elected at the AGM. 

These positions include: 

Canteen Co-ordinator and sub committee 

Uniform Co-ordinator and sub-committee 

Fundraising Co-ordinator and sub- committee 

OOSH Chairperson and sub-committee 

No more than one executive office position can 

be held by the same person 

Two people from the same family can hold 

office-bearer positions at the same time 

Office- bearers can be elected regardless of 

their place or type of employment. 

P&C Facebook Page 

We have our very own Facebook page to keep our school 
community updated on all P&C related topics and events. 
You can 'like' and 'follow' us at Wallsend Public School P&C 
Association. 

Canteen: 

The P&C are proud to offer this service which is accredited 
with Healthy School Canteens NSW. 

We are open 5 days a week for lunch orders and over the 
counter snacks during lunch time, as well as recess on 
Wednesday and Thursday. ALL FLEXISCHOOL ORDERS 
must be in on the day by 8:55am and over the counter 
orders by 9:12am (class bell) 

We can offer such a wonderful service to our school 
because of the volunteers that help. If you are            
interested in volunteering in the canteen, please   pop in and 
see Renee in the morning between 8:45 - 9:30am or 
email canteen@wps-pnc.org.au 

 

Uniform Shop: 

Maxine is in the uniform shop every Monday and Thursday 
mornings from 8.45am to 9.15am during the school term. 
The uniform shop accepts cash and card payments, 
alternatively you can order uniforms from 
www.flexischools.com.au and the order will be delivered to 
your child's class. 

 

P&C Save the Date 

 
Date Events 

10/03/26 P&C Sub Committee Meeting 12:30pm 

17/03/26 P&C AGM 6:30pm 

18/03/26 

P&C Wallsend MacDonald’s Family Fun 
Night 

6:00-7:00pm 

 

mailto:canteen@wps-pnc.org.au
http://www.flexischools.com.au/
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OOSH: 

The P&C manage the OOSH service onsite and hire 
qualified early childhood educators. OOSH 
operates Monday - Friday and offers Before School and 
After School Care during school terms as well as vacation 
care in the school holidays. For more information about this 
service and enrolments please contact OOSH either by 
phone 02 4951 3957 or email oosh@wps-pnc.org.au 

OOSH are currently hiring staff – if you know anyone who 
is suitable, please pass on OOSH’s details as above. 

Fundraising  

Our very popular MacDonald's Family Fun Nights are back 
for 2026! 
Come join us for an easy dinner and a catch up with families 
from school, it is also a great opportunity to meet new 
families. 
We will once again be holding our annual Easter Raffle this 
year- stay tuned for more information. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Community News 
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