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  NEWSLETTER NO. 13        TERM 3  WEEK 6         WEDNESDAY 27th AUGUST, 2025 

BOOK WEEK PARADE 
Our annual Book Week Parade was a huge success!  Students lit up the COLA with their amazing costumes, 
creativity, and smiles, proudly showcasing their favourite book characters. It was such a joyful sight to see so 
many students and staff getting into the spirit of Book Week. 
 
The event was run by our very own Bilbo Baggins, Mr Narris, who kept the parade moving with plenty of 
music, fun and cheer. A big thank you also goes to our families, friends, and Urunga Preschool for braving the 
weather and joining us to celebrate.  Your support helped make the day extra special. 
 
As part of the fun, each class had a winner chosen for their creative costume. These lucky students received 
a $15 Book Club voucher to enjoy 
choosing a brand-new book of 
their own. Congratulations to all 
our winners, and well done to 
every student and their family for 
the effort and imagination that 
went into their costumes. 
 
It truly was a wonderful morning 
of celebrating books, reading, 
and creativity together. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Thurs 28 Aug Girrwawa@ 8:30am in the library 8-10 Sept Healthy Harold Life Education Van Visit 

Mon 1 Sept Daari Gumburr @ Bellingen PS Tues 9 Sept North Coast Athletics 

Wed 3 Sept Yrs 5-6 ‘Being an eSafe kid: Use your 
safety skills of protection online’ webinar Thurs 11 Sept Girrwawa@ 8:30am in the library 

Wed 3 Sept Kindy Orientation Open Night @ 
5:30pm Fri 12 Sept Ignite / Careers excursion - Year 6 

Fri 5 Sept P&C Fathers Day Stall Tues 4 Nov Grandparents / Grandfriends Day 
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Giinagay Urunga Community, 
 
I would like to begin by acknowledging the traditional custodians of this Gumbaynggirr land on which we live 
and work. We pay our respects to Elders past and present and express our gratitude for the opportunity to 
learn and grow on their lands. 
 
It has been a busy and exciting fortnight at our school, with students engaging in a fantastic range of 
learning experiences, including arts, sport and community events. From celebrating the joy of reading during 
Book Week to representing our school at regional sporting carnivals, our students have once again shown 
enthusiasm, resilience, and school pride. Thank you to our families for your ongoing support in making these 
opportunities possible. 
 
BOOK WEEK 
Despite the rain, our school was filled with an incredible range of colourful and creative characters for Book 
Week! Thank you to all of our families and community members who braved the wet weather to make the 
parade such a success. A special thank you goes to Mr “Middle-earth” Narris for his hard work in organising 
Book Week activities and library visits, the students thoroughly enjoyed celebrating the joy of reading. 

SPORTING SUCCESS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
Congratulations to our students who proudly represented our school at the Mid North Coast Athletics 
Carnival in Coffs Harbour. We are so proud of their effort, sportsmanship, and determination on the day. 
 
Students also had the opportunity to participate in some fantastic clinics this term. The AFL clinic was a 
great success, with students learning new skills and strategies while having fun. Our NRL clinics also 
continued, giving students opportunities to build their confidence, teamwork, and game awareness. We 
value our ongoing partnership with our local sporting providers.  
 
LEARNING & ASSESSMENTS 
Over the last two weeks, our Year 1 students have completed the Phonics Screening Assessment. This 
important assessment helps us identify how well students are learning to connect sounds with letters, a key 
foundation in learning to read. The results support teachers in planning targeted learning activities to 
strengthen early literacy. 
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KINDERGARTEN 2026 – ENROLMENTS BEING TAKEN 
Enrolments are now being accepted for kindergarten 2026 at Urunga Public School. We are looking forward 
meeting our new Kindergarten students for 2026. Our Kindy Orientation Open night is next Wednesday 
3rd September from 5.20pm-6.15pm and all families, new and familiar are welcome to attend. If you have 
any questions, please call us on 6655 6393. Enrolment applications can now be accessed and submitted 
through our school website: 
 
Home - Urunga Public School (nsw.gov.au) 
 
PARENTING IDEAS / HAPPY FAMILIES 
This week’s Happy Families article is titled ‘Three Conversations Every Family Should Master. It outlines 
three kinds of conversations that occur in every relationship. When we don’t realise which kind we’re in, we 
can easily talk past each other, instead of with each other. 
 
THANK YOU TO OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
We sincerely thank our school community for the continued support you provide, whether it’s attending 
events in rainy weather, encouraging students in their learning, or helping them participate in extracurricular 
opportunities. Your partnership makes a huge difference in the life of our school. 
 
Take care and have a fantastic week, 
Matt Freebairn (Relieving Principal) 
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Kindergarten 2026 Open Night 
Next Wednesday, 3rd September, we are excited to host an Open Night for Kindergarten 2026. 
This will be a wonderful opportunity for new families to: 
 

Ø Meet some of our staff  
Ø Explore our school grounds 
Ø Learn more about what makes Urunga Public School such a great choice 

 
If you have family or friends with children starting Kindy next year, please share this invitation with them. 
We look forward to welcoming our newest little learners!  See the flyer on the following page for more 
Kindergarten 2026 information. 
 

Thank You P&C! 
Families with students in K–3 will have received information about an exciting excursion to Billabong Zoo in 
Week 10. 
 
This special opportunity is made possible with the generous support of our P&C, who have contributed 
$1000 towards the cost of buses. This means families won’t have to cover as much of the expense, helping 
ensure every child can take part in this memorable experience. 
 
We are so grateful that our P&C continually look for ways to support our school community and provide 
meaningful experiences for our children. 
 
It would be amazing to see even more parents and community members involved with the P&C, so that 
opportunities like this can keep happening in the future. 
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MID NORTH COAST ATHLETICS 
Urunga Public School was proudly represented by a strong team of 21 athletes at the Mid North Coast 
Athletics Carnival last week. The event took place at Coffs Harbour International Stadium on a chilly, drizzly 
day, but the damp weather didn’t dampen our students’ determination. 

Unfortunately, the high jump had to be postponed 
due to safety concerns on the wet surface and will 
now be held at Narranga Public School this 
Thursday. We wish the four students competing 
the very best of luck as they strive to qualify for the 
North Coast Carnival. 
 
Our athletes gave their all across every event, 
showing grit, sportsmanship, and school spirit. A 
special congratulations goes to Indie Crocker, 
Tex Hyde, and Artemi Pomroy, who achieved 
outstanding results and will now represent the Mid 
North Coast region at the upcoming North Coast 
Athletics Carnival.  
 
We look forward to seeing if some of our talented 
high jumpers will join them! 
 
AFL CLINICS 
Last Wednesday, all of our classes enjoyed 
a special AFL skills session with Matt and 
Dylan. Each class took part in a half-hour 
workshop where students had the chance 
to practise kicking, handballing, marking, 
and moving the ball around the field. 
 
Matt and Dylan made the sessions fun and 
engaging, and it was fantastic to see 
students of all ages giving it a go and 
building their skills. The sessions also 
encouraged teamwork, persistence, and 
having a go at something new. 
 
A big thank you to Matt and Dylan for sharing their time and 
expertise with us. Our students had a wonderful time learning 
a new skills set. 
 
BOOK WEEK LIBRARY VISITS 
Book Week celebrations began with our K–2 students enjoying 
a special visit to Urunga Library on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Students loved exploring new books, sharing stories, and 
joining in a range of fun activities.  It was the perfect way to 
celebrate the joy of reading! 
 
A big thank you to the wonderful Urunga Library team, 
especially Alison, for making the visits so memorable. 



 

 

WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 
Yesterday’s whole school assembly was full of highlights and celebrations!  We began by hearing from Mr 
Freebairn, who shared updates on all the exciting events and hard work happening across Urunga Public 
School. Following this, we were treated to a wonderful musical interlude, with Grace (clarinet) and Hannah 
(violin) performing the pieces they recently played in their AMEB music exams. Their performances were 
simply beautiful. 
 
Hazel then had the pleasure of presenting certificates to some of our talented musicians. Congratulations 
to Grace and Chilli, who both passed their 1st Grade exams with honours, and to Harrison, who achieved 
honours in his 2nd Grade exam.  Fantastic achievements all round! 
 
Next up, 3/4 Blue delighted the audience with their hilarious synchronised swimming routine. With goggles 
and swimmers on, they “dove” right in, leaving the crowd giggling and thoroughly entertained. A big well 
done to 3/4 Blue for their creativity and teamwork. 
 
Mr Sercombe and Miss Kelly then presented our fortnightly awards. The assembly concluded with Mr Ticli 
and Miss Reid announcing our athletics champions and the winning house for 2025. Congratulations to 
Bellinger, who took out the points in a very tight competition!  The age champions were each presented 
with a trophy. 
 

Athletics Champions 
  

Junior Girl: Daisy Fitzgibbon 
Junior Boy: Artemi Pomroy 
 
11yr Girl:  Neekeisha Cutmore 
11yr Boy:  Tex Hyde 
 
Senior Girl:  Harper Kedzlie 
Senior Boy: Nicholas de Ruiter 
 
Champion House:  Bellinger 



 

 

INVESTIGATING CONSTELLATIONS 
K/1 Navy enjoyed exploring the night sky and making constellations for Science this week as part of their 
Earth and Space Unit. They also incorporated maths into the lesson but counting the number of stars in 
each constellation plus the number of lines of connection were made between the stars.  The hardest part 
of the whole experiment was resisting the temptation to eat the stars! 

LIFE EDUCATION  -  HEALTHY HAROLD 
Healthy Harold is on his way to Urunga Public School!  He will be visiting us 
and talking with each class from Monday 8th September until Wednesday 
10th September.  Each class will participate in a lesson appropriate to their 
age group.   
 
The Life Education program covers topics including; drugs and alcohol, personal safety, cybersafety, food 
and nutrition, physical activity, social and emotional wellbeing and the human body.  
 
The program is designed to engage students from an early age and to be sequential; delivered year-on-
year, building on learnings throughout preschool and primary school into secondary school.  
 
Further on in the newsletter you will find a flyer with a QR code and instructions on ordering merchandise if 
you wish.  The ordering platform will close one day prior to Harold’s visit, so if you are planning to order 
some goodies, please make sure all orders are in on time.  
 
We would like to thank the Urunga P&C Association who have, again this year, generously covered the full 
cost of the Life Education Program for each and every student in our school.  
 

P&C News – Canteen Ordering System Update 
After listening to feedback from our wonderful families, and with some ongoing back-of-house challenges, 
it’s time for an upgrade to our canteen ordering system. 
 
From the start of Term 4, Urunga PS will be moving to Spriggy Schools. 
 

¶ Many schools have given glowing feedback about how user-friendly and convenient the app is. 

¶ Even better, Bellingen High School also uses Spriggy Schools, making it easier for families with 
children at both schools. 

 
More details will be shared soon, so keep an eye out in your emails. But in the meantime, we ask that you 
please don’t add too many extra funds to your wallet on School Shop Online. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

At Urunga Public School, we take pride in promoting our Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) 
values of being Safe, Respectful, and Responsible. Each week, we recognise a PBL Class of the 
Week—a class that has demonstrated these values as a team throughout the week. 
The selected class enjoys a special visit from Percy, our PBL mascot, who spends the week 
learning alongside them. Teachers also reward their class in their own unique way to celebrate their 
efforts. 
 
Choosing a class each week is never easy, as all of our students consistently show positive 
behaviour and teamwork. Congratulations to all our students for their ongoing commitment to 
making Urunga Public School a safe, respectful, and responsible learning environment! 

 



 

 

 

PBL WINNERS FOR THIS WEEK 
Congratulations to the PBL winners from Week 5 & 6, they have all displayed our positive behaviour 
expectations of being Responsible, Respectful and Safe learners in the past two weeks.  They all 
receive their choice of either a voucher to spend at the canteen, or a small prize. 
 
 
· Aria 

· Koha 

· Jarrah 

· Leah 

· Sam 

· Jacob 

· Grace 

· Lachie 

· Violet 

· Koha 

· Cameron 

· Sunny 

· Cali 

· Jeanie 

· Lilly 

 

 

 

PosiƟve Behaviour for Learning at Urunga Public School is for 
 

EVERYONE, EVERYWHERE, EVERY TIME 
 
 

We are 

responsible 
We are 

respecƞul 

  

We are 

safe 

  



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


