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Road Safety Around Ultimo Public School

I want to take a moment to remind everyone about the importance of safety when
driving around our school. Recently, I have noticed an increase in the number of
vehicles performing three-point turns on Jones Street during peak times. Additionally,
there have been instances where cars are not stopping for the crossing supervisor,
which poses a significant risk.

Ensuring the safety of our children and the broader school community is a shared
responsibility. I encourage all drivers to abide by the road rules and exercise caution to
minimise the risk of accidents. 

Please take the time to follow designated traffic regulations, stop for crossing
supervisors, and be mindful of our students as they arrive and leave school.

Thank you for your cooperation and commitment to keeping our school environment
safe for everyone.

https://online.schoolbytes.education/calendar_page/1686/4277/e96774d8-9da2-43bd-9a33-b9a98c8c3a4d




Learning Support at Ultimo Public School

At Ultimo Public School, we believe that every student has the potential to thrive, and our dedicated learning support programs
are designed to ensure that all students receive the assistance they need to succeed. Under the expert leadership of our
Assistant Principal Learning and Wellbeing, Peter Lavender we offer tailored support that addresses the diverse needs of our
students.

Our learning support initiatives are led by Sara Carkagis, and they are focused on providing targeted small group tuition and in-
class support, allowing students to engage with their learning in a more personalised way. This individualised approach helps
to build confidence and reinforces key concepts in literacy and numeracy, setting a solid foundation for future academic
success.

Literacy and numeracy interventions are also a key component of our programs. We recognise that early intervention is crucial
in helping students overcome barriers to learning. Our targeted strategies are designed to address specific learning needs,
ensuring that every child has the opportunity to develop their skills in reading, writing, and mathematics.

A feature of our literacy support is the MultiLit program, delivered by Kathryn Arkapaw. This evidence-based intervention
program is specifically designed to support struggling readers and enhance their literacy skills. Through structured lessons
that focus on phonemic awareness, decoding, and comprehension, students receive the essential tools they need to become
confident, independent readers.

Our committed Student Learning Support Officers – Batoul, Zara, Eden, Najat, Vivien and Ella play an invaluable role in
supporting our students in every aspect of school life. They provide essential assistance not only academically but also
socially, helping students navigate challenges in the playground and classroom alike. Their dedication extends beyond the
school day, as they attend overnight camps and other extracurricular activities, ensuring that every student feels supported
and included.

If you have any questions about our learning support programs or would like to learn more about how we can assist your child,
please do not hesitate to reach out to us.

Sydney Secondary College Community Consultation

The Department of Education is consulting with the Sydney Secondary College community to identify 
opportunities for enhancing educational offerings at the Leichhardt, Balmain and Blackwattle Bay 
campuses.

Students, parents, carers and staff are invited to share their feedback via an online survey, open 
from 9am Wednesday 4 June 2025.

The survey closes at 5pm on Friday 4 July 2025.

More information is available on the department’s website.

If you have any questions, please email sscconsultation@det.nsw.edu.au

Thank you for your support. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MKWFMWX
https://edu.nsw.link/SSC-Consultation


What an exciting few weeks it has been in the Library. We commenced the Breakfast Reading Club
program last week (in its third year), with over 100 enthusiastic students involved in the program. I would
like to thank all families and carers for waking up bright and early, so that your child can participate in
this program. Thank you to the teachers who volunteer their time before school to help set up and read
with our students. Thursday mornings in the Library, is now a vibrant hub of literary exploration and we
look forward to sharing some photos soon!

Ultimo Public School Book Week! Save the date…Friday 22nd August

Make sure to save the date for the Ultimo Public School Book Week parade. The parade will take place at
the Cola at 9:15am on Friday 22nd August. The theme this year is Book an Adventure. Books transport you
to different worlds, times and magical places. Where will you be transported to? There will be prizes for
the Best Dressed class and other surprises! Students will also be participating in competitions and
activities throughout the week. Stay tuned in the next newsletter for more details!

Scholastic Book Club: Issue 4 Out now!

Families can purchase books at a discounted rate through scholastic book club. The best part is 15% of
your order value is given back to our school. It is easy to order. Just go to scholastic.com.au/loop or by
using the LOOP app which you can download from the App Store or Google Play. Once you select your
books, use the drop-down menu to find your class and the books will be delivered to your child’s
classroom. Please note the school does not take cash for Book Club orders.

Some helpful resources to Introduce NEW families to 
Book Club

Book Club Parent Guide Link

Scholastic Book Club Loop Guide

Orders are due by Friday 20th June at 3pm.

From The Library
Ms Barbagallo

https://issuu.com/scholastic_australia/docs/scholastic_book_club_parent_guide?fr=sODVlMDM0NDU5MDI
https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-organisers/toolkit/loop-resources/


Does Your Child Love Poetry? Join the Dorothea Mackellar Poetry Awards!

The Dorothea Mackellar Poetry Awards (DMPA) are a fantastic opportunity for school students across Australia to
unleash their creativity and express their thoughts and feelings through the beautiful medium of poetry. These
prestigious awards aim to inspire young poets to pursue literary excellence and celebrate their unique voices.

If your child has a passion for poetry, encourage them to participate in this enriching experience! The DMPA not
only fosters a love for writing but also helps students develop essential skills in self-expression and
communication.

How to Enter:

To participate in the awards, follow these simple instructions:

Visit the DMPA website for detailed How to Enter instructions.
To register or log in, please click the following link: Log in / register.

Key Dates to Remember:

Submissions Close: Monday, 30 June 2025
Winners Announced: 10 AM on Friday, 5 September
2025

Encourage your child to explore their 
imagination, craft their thoughts into poetry, 
and join in this exciting opportunity to shine. 

Happy writing!

https://dorothea.com.au/entry-information/?mc_cid=e83c1aee86
https://dorothea.com.au/wp-login.php


Unleash Your Child's Creativity with the Wild At Art Competition!

Are you looking for a fun and meaningful way for your child to express their artistic talents? The Wild At
Art: Threatened Species Art Competition for Kids is the perfect opportunity! This inspiring competition
encourages children to unleash their creativity while learning about Australia's incredible and unique plants
and animals.

Children aged 5-12 are invited to submit their artwork depicting one of Australia’s many threatened native
animals or plants. This is not just an art competition; it's a chance for kids to engage with important
environmental issues and express their thoughts through art. Along with their artwork, participants are
required to include a short written description explaining why they chose that particular species. This adds
an educational element and fosters a deeper understanding of Australia's biodiversity.

Key Details:

Who Can Enter: Open to all children aged 5-12 living in Australia
Submission Period: Online submissions will be open from Monday, 17 June to Monday, 12 August
2024
Announcement of Finalists and Winners: September 2024

Encourage your child to explore their imagination, learn about the beauty of Australia’s threatened species,
and submit their artwork to be a part of this exciting competition. Together, we can inspire the next
generation to appreciate and protect our natural heritage! Happy creating!

School Leader Update
Written by Bener, Myka, Tom, Kiah

Welcome to the Leaders’ Report for Week 7. Firstly, we hope that you enjoyed the long weekend, and enjoy the four-
day week! An exciting thing that’s happening this week is the Stage 3 class spelling bee! Students will have a crack
at spelling tricky words and once there’s two finalists from each class, they will get into the Stage Finals that will be
held in Week 9. Good luck to everyone who is participating and good luck to the people who made it to Cross
Country Regionals! See you again in Week 9!



This week for PBL, we are focusing on being respectful, responsible learners on the orange playground





Kindergarten 
Kindergarten were so fortunate to have not one, but TWO
incursions during Week 6. On Tuesday, the students were
treated to an underwater exploration as part of the Under
the Sea Drama and Science incursion. Students had the
opportunity to take part in drama games and dress up as
different sea creatures, all with a focus on sustainability. 

On Wednesday, students continued their
sustainability journey with a presentation
by the City of Sydney Council. They
learned about what can and cannot be
recycled, and where all of our rubbish
goes. 



The Stage 1 Football program is well underway this term
and we have already seen some fantastic performances
from the players. Each alternating Wednesday, students
from Year 1 and Year 2 are invited to a game of football
led by Mr Riordan and Mr Roby. The program aims to give
students an experience playing an organised game, with
the hope that it may lead to students pursuing further
opportunities in PSSA and club football. We aim to develop
core football skills such as dribbling, passing and shooting,
as well as sportsmanship and fair play. 

Stage 1 Football



Huge congratulations to our UPS
student Megan from Year 5/ 6
Protons who came 5  at Zone

Cross Country and is off to
regionals!

th

Zone Cross
Country

CELEBRATING
STUDENT

ACHIEVEMENTS

Best of luck to Sophie B, Joanne Y, Destiny N and Aathi R, who will be
representing Ultimo Public School at the local schools round of the

Multicultural Perspectives Public Speaking competition on Friday 13th June.

Multicultural Perspectives Public Speaking
competition

Congratulations to both Ivy &
Alberto who came 8th at Zone!

Great Result!



Review of Sport House
Names and School Logo

Dear Parents and Carers,

After listening to you, our community, the P&C have taken on the ‘Sport
House Names & School Logo’ project. 

The objective of this project is to consult with students, parents, carers,
and staff regarding the review of sport house names and the school logo

that are currently linked to colonial history, ensuring that the final
decisions reflect the values and diversity of our school community.

Stay tuned, as we are currently working on a survey which will be made
available to you via School Bytes very soon to provide us with further

insights on the above.

Following the survey, we will be introducing Focus Group Discussions.
Once the Focus Group Discussions are completed, a Community Forum

will be set up to allow for open discussion and feedback. 
This leads into analysing the feedback and draft recommendation. We

will certainly keep you updated on the progress along the way.

Your P&C





26th of June
2025

Workshop 1 
26th of June -

Thursday
5.30pm

at Ultimo Public School

Enrol online to stay informed
and connected!

Join us for our Pre-Schooler
Transition Workshop: Starting

Strong!

This session will offer valuable
insights into starting school,

including Kindergarten
preparation, school readiness, and

what to expect.

Transition To Kindy Workshop: 
Navigating the Transition with Success

Ultimo Public School

High Quality Teaching and Learning - Engaging Curriculum -

Wellbeing Programs - Future Focused Pedagogy - Family

27th of
August 2025

Workshop 2
27th of August -

Wednesday
8.30am

at Ultimo Public School

To accommodate different schedules, we will be hosting this workshop on
two separate events, each covering the same valuable insights and

information.



The early years of school are essential for building a strong foundation for
lifelong success and happiness. At Ultimo Public School, we are committed to

giving your child the best start.

Enrol online to stay informed and connected!

Transition 1
Tuesday 4th of

November
9.30am to 11am

Transition 2 Transition 3
 Tuesday 18th of

November
9.30am to 11am

Children: Pre Kindy
literacy activities in
classrooms
Parents: School
Readiness workshop 

 Tuesday 11th of
November 

9.30am to 11am

Children: Pre Kindy

numeracy activities in
classrooms
Parents: Curriculum
workshop

Children: Pre Kindy

activities in classrooms
Parents: Ultimo Public
School Expo, including
extra-curricular 

We are looking forward to getting to know your child on transition
days and setting them up for a successful Kindy.

Kindy Transition Dates
Ultimo Public School

Please join us for an open afternoon. You
will meet teachers, see the classrooms

and meet other Kindy families. 

Open Afternoon 
Thursday 18th of September -

3.30pm to 4.30pm. 

Transition Days



We are very excited to announce that this year, Ultimo Public School students
in Stage 2 and Stage 3 will be taking part in the annual Premier’s Spelling Bee!

The Premier's Spelling Bee is a fun and educational opportunity for NSW public
primary school students to build their vocabulary and improve their spelling.

Students will have access to the official Spelling Bee word lists via Google
Classroom, allowing them to practise at home in preparation for the
competition.

Classroom rounds will take place by Week 7. Two
students from each class will move on to compete
in the Stage Finals in Week 9. The winner from each
stage will then go on to represent Ultimo Public
School at the Regional Competition in Term 3.

For more information, please visit:
https://artsunit.nsw.edu.au/program/nsw-
premiers-spelling-bee 

NSW Department of Education 

2025 NSW Premier’s 
Spelling Bee

https://artsunit.nsw.edu.au/program/nsw-premiers-spelling-bee
https://artsunit.nsw.edu.au/program/nsw-premiers-spelling-bee
https://artsunit.nsw.edu.au/program/nsw-premiers-spelling-bee
https://artsunit.nsw.edu.au/program/nsw-premiers-spelling-bee


Brighter Beginnings  

From pregnancy until your child is 5 years of age, the brain
develops more rapidly and they learn faster than at any other
time.

There are many things you can do in your child’s early years to
help give them the best start in life.

The Parent and Carer Information Hub has services and
resources to support you during this important time.
 
You can also find out more about why the first 5 years of a
child's life matter. 

https://youtu.be/QZcS10BgWGs
https://www.nsw.gov.au/family-and-relationships/early-child-development#parent-and-carer-hub
https://www.nsw.gov.au/family-and-relationships/early-child-development/why-first-5-years-matter
https://www.nsw.gov.au/family-and-relationships/early-child-development/why-first-5-years-matter
https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/au/articles-and-news/post/pressing-pause-on-tech-tantrums/






jobs.transport.nsw.gov.au OFFICIAL 

About you: 

Willing to work outdoors in all
weather conditions. 

Help protect our vibrant school
communities. 

Able to communicate with
different groups and give clear
instructions. 

Be a road safety hero for school
kids, caregivers, school staff and
local motorists. 

 
In this role, you’ll:
Work shifts that fall between 8:00am - 9:30am and 2:30pm –
4:00pm, Monday to Friday during school terms with a minimum of
one hour shift as required. 

Salary: 
$32.84 per hour plus superannuation. 
Apply today 
Applications close 11:59pm on Sunday 22nd June 2025. 
Visit jobs.transport.nsw.gov.au and search for Reference 
Number: 100330 or search ‘School Crossing Supervisors’ for a full 
list or vacancies or scan the QR code to apply. 

For further information, contact Sandhini Chaudhary 
E: sandhini.chaudhary@transport.nsw.gov.au 
P: 0466 343 704 

Casual
City of Sydney (Ultimo and Glebe Area) –

100330 

Is this role for you? 
School Crossing Supervisor 






