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6) 
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Task Details: 
 

The History Project provides the opportunity for students to design and conduct an investigation into an area 
of changing historical interpretation. Students develop and  refine specific questions for investigation that 
contribute to their understanding of some or all of the key questions: 

 

Who are historians? 

• What are the purposes of history? 

• How has history been constructed, recorded and presented over time? 

• Why have approaches to history changed over time? 

 

Students work independently to plan and conduct their investigation. The investigation  provides 
opportunities to apply the historiographical understanding developed through the course work and/or 
develop their own approaches to constructing and representing  history. 

 

The Essay (25 Marks) 

The essay should include: 

● An argument in response to a focus question with evidence in support, the sources of which are 

acknowledged. It will be in written form and may be accompanied by appropriate graphic texts only as 

appendices (apart from short explanatory captions). The essay must not exceed 2500 words. The essay 

should contain material from a range of perspectives, including the student’s own views. A consistent 

system of referencing should be used to acknowledge the use of sources. 

 

The Bibliography (5 Marks) 

The bibliography should include:  

1. a consistently formatted alphabetical list of all sources used within the project.  



 

 

The Process Log (5 Marks) 

The process log should include: 

• an explanation of the topic choice  

• a description of procedures  

• a log of sequential development of the topic  

• a record of major decisions of the project 

• reviews of cumulative self, peer and teacher evaluation of the project, and record of interviews 

• draft responses 

 

Marking Criteria 

Criteria for assessing the project are based on: 

• knowledge and understanding of key historical and historiographical terms,  concepts and issues 

• knowledge and understanding of significant historiographical methodologies 

• knowledge, understanding and skills in historical inquiry 

• knowledge, understanding and skills in historical communication 

 

Essay submission instructions: 

• must not exceed 2500 words 

• Is at least 1.5 spaced 

• Pages to be numbered 

• All source material is referenced using footnotes 

• All visual elements (diagrams, photos etc) are to be labelled and placed in an Appendix 

• To be submitted as a PDF on or before the due date on MS Teams.  

• All elements should be uploaded (the Essay, Bibliography and Log) 

 

The student declaration should be signed and submitted as part of this task – but it is not marked. 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/noindex/2024-09/history-extension-history-project-
declaration-and-certification-form.pdf 

 

NESA verbs relevant to this task: 

Analyse - Identify components and the relationship between them; draw out and relate implications 

Evaluate – Make a judgement based on criteria. 

Critically Evaluate - add a degree or level of accuracy, knowledge and understanding, logic, questioning, 

reflection and quality to evaluate. 

 

 

Resources to support you in completing this task:  

1. Classwork and Formative Assessment 

2. Library and Internet Research 

3. Feedback from teacher 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/noindex/2024-09/history-extension-history-project-declaration-and-certification-form.pdf
https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/noindex/2024-09/history-extension-history-project-declaration-and-certification-form.pdf


 

Outcomes assessed: 

› HE12-1 - analyses and evaluates different approaches to history and the complexity of factors that shape 

historical interpretations  

› HE12-2 - plans, conducts and presents a substantial historical investigation involving analysis, synthesis and 

evaluation of information from historical sources of differing perspectives and historical approaches  

› HE12-3 - communicates through detailed, well-structured texts to explain, argue, discuss, analyse and 

evaluate historical issues  

› HE12-4 - constructs an historical position about an area of historical inquiry, and discusses and challenges 

other positions  

 

This task has been authorised and approved by:  

Head Teacher of the subject:  

 

Deputy Principal of cohort:  

 

Other feedback: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Comments  

 

Strengths: 

• Clearly answers the question. 

• Incorporates key terminology.  

• Utilises appropriate spelling and grammar.  

• Length of written response is appropriate to 
marks. 

 

 

• Clear and relevant examples/sources 

• Uses correct PEEL structure.  

• Logical flow of ideas.  

Ways to improve:  

• Clearly answer the question 

• Incorporate key terminology. 

• Utilise appropriate spelling and grammar. 

• Length of written response should be 
appropriate to marks 

 

 

• Need to include clear and relevant 
examples/sources.  

• Use correct PEEL structure.  

• Ideas need to flow logically   

     

 

 

 



 

 

Marking Criteria – The Essay Marks 

• demonstrates extensive knowledge and understanding of the nature of the 
selected historical investigation and related historiography  

• communicates a sustained and coherent historical argument through a highly 
cohesive essay and applies a range of relevant concepts, terms and historical 
issues. 

• effectively constructs and defends a historical position and effectively 
challenges other positions by applying relevant, wide ranging and referenced 
source material. 

• presents a historical investigation involving extensive analysis, evaluation and 
synthesis of complex historical information. 

21 – 25 

Extensive 

A Grade 

• demonstrates thorough knowledge and understanding of the nature of the 
selected historical investigation and related historiography  

• communicates comprehensive and coherent historical argument through a 
logical essay and applies relevant terms and issues.  

• constructs and defends a historical position and attempts to challenge other 
positions by applying relevant and referenced source material.  

• presents a historical investigation involving thorough analysis and synthesis of 
relevant historical information 

16 – 20 

Thorough 

B Grade 

• demonstrates sound knowledge and understanding of the selected  historical 
investigation and  shows some understanding of the historiography 

• communicates a historical narrative through a well-structured essay and uses  
relevant terms and issues.  

• describes historical positions and acknowledges other positions by using 
historical  sources that are usually referenced.  

• presents a historical investigation involving some analysis of historical 
information. 

11 – 15 

Sound 

C Grade 

• demonstrates some knowledge and understanding of the selected  historical 
investigation and may show some understanding of the historiography 

• communicates a limited historical narrative through the essay and refers to 
some  terms and/or issues.  

• presents some explanation of historians/sources 

6 – 10 

Basic 

D Grade 

• makes general statements about one area of history 

• communicates isolated observations 

• may make reference to information from historians/sources 

1 – 5  

Elementary 

E Grade 

 

• Non-submission OR Non-Attempt 

0 

N Warning 

 

Marker Feedback 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Marking Criteria – The Bibliography Marks 

 

• Accurately constructs a properly formatted Bibliography that adheres to task 
requirements. 

• Selects a wide range of relevant scholarly historical sources. 

 

5 

Grade A 

Extensive 

 

• Constructs a mostly accurately formatted Bibliography that adheres to task 
requirements. 

• Selects a range of relevant historical sources. 

4 

Grade B 

Thorough 

 

• constructs a Bibliography that is somewhat accurately formatted according to 
task requirements 

• Selects some relevant historical sources 

3 

Grade C 

Sound 

 

• Attempts a Bibliography  

• Selects some historical sources 

 

2 

Grade D 

Basic 

 

• Presents a historical source of information 

1 

Grade E 

Elementary 

 

• No evidence of a bibliography 

0 

N Warning 

 

Marker Feedback: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Marking Criteria – The Process Log Marks 

• Constructs a log that reflects a substantial understanding of the historical 
investigation process 

• Include clear details and reflection on approaches to appropriate historical 
methods 

• Demonstrates a high level of planning and selection of relevant historical 
sources 

 

5 

Grade A 

Extensive 

• Constructs a log that reflects a thorough understanding of the historical 
investigation  process 

• Includes information and some reflection on approaches to historical methods  

• Demonstrates a satisfactory level of planning and selection of sources 

 

3 – 4 

Grade B 

Thorough 

 

• Attempts to plan a historical investigation 

• may/may not refer to sources 

 

1 - 2 

Grade C 

Sound 

 

• No evidence of a process log has been submitted. 

0 

N Warning 

 

Marker Feedback: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


