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Principal's Report  

Year 6 Farewell 

Tomorrow, we will bid farewell to our Year 6 students as they conclude their primary school 

journey and prepare to embark on their high school adventures. Graduation from primary 

school marks a significant milestoneτa time for celebration, reflection, and anticipation. ItΩs a 

moment to look back on the growth, the challenges overcome, and the friendships formed 

along the way. ItΩs also an exciting opportunity to look forward with eagerness and confidence 

to all the new paths that await. 

My hope for our Year 6 students is that they continue to be open-hearted, open-minded, and 

keep shining their light wherever they go. 

Congratulations, Class of 2025τthe future is yours! 

Presentation Day 

On Monday, we held our Presentation Assembly for 2025, where many students were 

recognised for their outstanding achievements throughout the year. Congratulations to all those 

who received awardsτyour hard work, determination, and success are truly inspiring. I also 

want to acknowledge every student at Ryde East Public School. Whether or not you received an 

award, each of you has accomplished great things this year. Every step youΩve taken, every new 

skill youΩve mastered, and every effort youΩve made has contributed to your growth and success. 

Staffing Updates 

As previously communicated, several staff members are moving into new roles or new chapters 

in their lives. We wish Mrs Fischer, Mrs Baillon, Mrs Hickey, Miss White, Mrs Pratt and Mrs 

Turner all the best as they begin these exciting new journeys or transition into retirement. 

Thank you for the positive impact you have made on our students and our school community. 

Your dedication has left a lasting legacy at Ryde East PS. 

Looking Ahead to 2026 

I continue to work closely with staff on planning for classes and school programs for 2026. 

Details about next yearΩs classes will be shared upon our return. Please note that teachers will 

commence school on Monday, 2 February, with students K-6 returning on the same day. We are 

sharing information via this newsletter and other communication channels to assist families in 

preparing for the new school year this includes reminder information about the school uniform. 



Please take time to look over the requirements list and school uniform information to ensure 

students are prepared for the school year. 

Safe and Happy Holidays 

As we close the year, I extend a heartfelt thank you to our incredible Parents and Citizens 

Association, as well as all parents and carers at Ryde East PS. Your dedication and partnership 

with our school community have made a significant difference this year. Together, we have 

created lasting memories for our students and built a nurturing, thriving educational 

environment. The staff and I are truly grateful for your ongoing support. 

A special thank you to our P&C for organising the lovely TeacherΩs Day morning tea earlier this 

term. The staff appreciated this thoughtful gesture and the recognition of our efforts to support 

and nurture our students. 

Lastly, I extend my deepest appreciation to our amazing staff. Your passion and commitment to 

creating a safe, supportive, and inspiring environment enable our students to thrive each and 

every day. I thank you for your unwavering dedication to the growth and well-being of our 

students. 

I wish all members of the Ryde East PS family a safe, relaxing, and joyful holiday season. May 

your plans and adventures be filled with happiness and laughter. Merry Christmas, Happy 

Holidays and Happy New Year! I look forward to working with you and our students again in 

2026. 



Reminders and General Information 

 

1 - Save the Date: We are excited to invite all families to our Annual Welcome Breakfast and Meet the Teacher event on Friday, 
13th February 2026 (Week 3). This event is a wonderful opportunity to meet your childΩs class teacher, see your childΩs classroom, 
introduce yourself to other parents and enjoy a relaxed breakfast while connecting with our school community. More details will 

be shared early next year so be sure to mark your calendars! 

School Uniforms 

School Uniform and Shoes  

During P&C meetings, we have shared conversations with regarding our school unform. It is our 

hope that all students are wearing correct full school uniform in 2026. The P&C and I are 

continuing to ensure our uniform options are fit for purpose and so that they are consistently 

worn by students through the school.  Just as we have high expectations for learning, we also 

have high expectations for our school uniform.  



 

Correct footwear for school  

Shoes are a part of this high expectation requirements. Please ensure that you select black 

school shoes when you are purchasing your childΩs school shoes. These types of black footwear 

are appropriate for school, including lace up, buckles and velcro. These can be a sporting 

shoe as long as they are all black. 

 



Creative Arts News 

 

The CAPA room has been very busy with lots of different creative projects! Kindergarten, Year 1 

and Year 2 have been acting out some very funny and imaginative short plays of their own 

creation. To help with this, students began by creating their own character. Then they paired up 

with another student in the class to create a story and plan it out on a storyboard using pictures 

they drew and captions. This helped them to stay on track with a simple narrative that the 

audience would be able to follow. The next step was making a mask for that character using 



paper plates and paddle pop sticks. The masks looked amazing, the stories were well told, and 

everyone had a lot of fun! 

Year 3 and 4 have been working with clay to make pots. There was a buzz of excitement when 

we started using the clay, and a lot of comments of how satisfying it felt to shape and build with 

it. Students began with forming their clay into a sphere, then pushing a dent into the centre, 

and using a pinch and pull method to get the pot to the height they chose. We discovered that it 

was useful to roll the pot on the mat by pushing it forwards gently to even out the outside 

shape. If we pushed down it would distort the shape and we wouldn't end up with the pot we 

intended. Students then chose whether to have a rounded pot or a cylindrical shaped pot, and 

added their designs and patterns using clay tools.  

Year 5 and 6 have also been using clay. They have used some similar methods to create small 

clay houses and added details and features using their imagination and the clay tools. The 

finished houses are so diverse and it has been a great medium to work with this term. 

This year in the CAPA room we have really seen students trying their personal best with all of 

the projects along the way and as a result students have new skills and wonderful artworks! 

 



 

 



STEM 

 

2025 STEM Recap  

ItΩs been a fantastic year, with students across Kς6 exploring digital technologies, robotics, 

design challenges, coding and creative problem-solving. They created digital texts in Google 

Workspace, built typing skills, experimented with animation and photography. 

Holiday Digital Wellbeing Reminder 

Over the holiday break, many children naturally spend more time on devices. A few simple steps 

can help keep them safe and balanced: set clear screen-time expectations, encourage regular 

device-free breaks, keep technology in shared family spaces, and talk openly about safe online 

behaviour. 

Families may find the NSW Department of EducationΩs Online Safety: Information for Parents 

and Carers page helpful, with advice on managing time online, social media and gaming: 

Information for parents and carers | NSW Government 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nsw.gov.au%2Feducation-and-training%2Fdigital-citizenship%2Fparents-and-carers&data=05|02|Alison.Aquilina%40det.nsw.edu.au|1973fd96049746e45a4908de2bcb2aa5|05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991|0|0|638996348755746642|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=pJWtkLcOKwOtjsXr%2FNnvrT7XEmjG0NOYcOi%2BiraE7WE%3D&reserved=0


Wishing all our families a safe, happy and technology-balanced holiday break! 

High Potential and Gifted Education (HPGE) 

 

2025 High Potential and Gifted Education 

 

After a wonderful year of hard work, our Stage 1, 2, and 3 mathematical HPGE groups have 

successfully concluded. Throughout the year, students have shown curiosity, persistence, and 

creativity while engaging in the Maths Olympiad, Maths Explorer, and Maths Quest programs. 

These activities encouraged our students to apply mathematical skills to solve problems both 

individually and collaboratively, with a strong focus on the learning process as well as the final 

outcomes. 

We are especially proud of our Stage 3 teamΩs performance in the Maths Olympiad. Competing 

against nearly 39,000 students from Australia and New Zealand, our team was ranked within the 

top 30%. Special congratulations to our individual top 10% achievers ς Chelsea, Lucas, and 

Keshav ς as well as our top 25% achievers ς Iris, Derek, Marty, and Oliver. 



In the Maths Explorers program, five studentsτChloe, Mason, Annabelle, Ethan, and Jamieτ

received special patches to recognise their impressive effort and skill development throughout 

the year. 

Thank you to all students for your enthusiasm and commitment throughout the year. It has 

been wonderful to watch every group grow, connect, and celebrate their mathematical journey 

together. 

 

2 - Stage 3 - Maths Olympiad 

 

3 - Stage 2 - Maths Explorer 



 

 



 

Class Photos 

KK & KR 

What a whirlwind of a term we have had! We can't believe our wonderful Kindies are almost 

finished and ready to venture into Year 1! In our Writing unit this term, KK and KR have created 

exceptional informaton reports about a wide range of Australian animals, and even written their 

very first poems. They have highly enjoyed exploring our new sensory garden, creating new 

games and happy memories in the space. Here is a sneak peek of some of our adventures! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


