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UPCOMING 
EVENTS  

 
Monday 27 February 

Science Enrichment Day 
Year 10 

Blacktown Zone Trial Day 
No. 2 

 
Tuesday 28 February 

School Photos 
Year 5/6 Information  

Evening 7pm 
 

Monday 6 March 
Catch up day for School 

Photos 
 

Tuesday 7 March 
16 Boys & Girls Futsal 
G&T Presentation 7pm 

 
Wednesday 8 March 
14 Boys & Girls Futsal 

 
Thursday 9 March 

Selective exam 
 

Friday 10 March 
Contact issued 

Year 9 & 10 ArtExpress 
excursion 

 
Monday 13 March 
P&C Meeting 7pm 

 
Tuesday 14 March 
Pi Day Yr 10 SRC 

Sydney West Swimming 
 

Friday 17 March 
Cross Country  

 
Tuesday 21 March 

QCCP Day 1 
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

MEMORIAL ASSEMBLY 

FOR MRS GRANTHAM 

I am always proud of the students 

who attend Quakers Hill High School 

and I am always immensely proud to 

tell people that Quakers Hill High 

School is where I work.  

On Friday 17 February my pride in 

our students and their demonstration 

of respect was almost overwhelming. 

In Period 1 of that day we held a me-

morial service for Mrs Louise Gran-

tham, our beloved friend and col-

league. We had a significant number 

of Mrs Grantham’s friends and family 

in attendance and the memorial con-

sisted of a number of talks and 

presentations. A group of Year 9 stu-

dents spoke on behalf of the student 

community reading messages of 

gratitude and appreciation. Mrs Di-

ana Towell, Chairperson of the P&C, 

read messages from the community 

and Mrs Kuldip Khehra delivered a 

talk that highlighted Mrs Grantham’s 

humour and passion for teaching. 
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We were then honoured to hear 

from Mrs Grantham’s parents 

who told us some stories from 

Mrs Grantham’s earlier life. Sto-

ries that demonstrated her de-

termination, her compassion 

and, once again, her humour. 

Mrs Grantham’s parents told 

one particular story that I shall 

repeat here. Mrs Grantham and 

her brother were disagreeing 

over the merits of two particular 

animals – her brother was in-

sisting that the penguin was the 

better animal whilst Mrs Gran-

tham insisted that the Hedge-

hog was the better because, as 

she reminded him, the hedge-

hog has so many points. 

It is for this reason that the 

small statue of the hedgehog 

has been placed next to the 

commemorative plaque and the 

beautiful “Heavenly Scent” rose 

in the Quakers Hill High School 
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Rose Garden.  

Throughout the ceremony our students be-

haved with the utmost respect. Respect that 

was commented on by many guests and our 

own office staff who rarely have the oppor-

tunity to attend formal assemblies. 

After the assembly, family, friends and invit-

ed guests moved off to the rose garden for 

the official rose planting where the QHHS 

Green Team, a team of dedicated students 

who help maintain the school grounds and 

undertake a range of environmental projects, 

had prepared for the planting and the placing 

of soil. 

Overall, the memorial assembly was a won-

derful and fitting tribute to a teacher, a col-

league and most of all, a dear friend who 

showed exceptional commitment to Quakers 

Hill High School and its students. A commit-

ment that will be long remembered and for-

mally recognised each year with the ‘QHHS 

Exceptional Commitment Award’ being re-

named the ‘Louise Grantham Exceptional 

Commitment Award,’ an award previously 

won by Gemma Hewitson, Louise’s daugh-

ter. 

Thank you to Mrs Khehra, Mrs Romerosa, 

Mrs Maricic, Mr Brooks, Mrs Tong and Mr 

Daghel for their work in making the assem-

bly—such a wonderful and fitting tribute. 

 

 

LEADERSHIP ASSEMBLY 

On 16 February we held our Leader-

ship Induction Ceremony to officially 

recognise the Quakers Hill HS Lead-

ers for 2017. We recognised the Stu-

dent Representative Counsellors, the 

Peer Support Leaders and the House 

Group Captains. There were many 

positive elements to this assembly 

but I think the stand out feature was 

the enormous number of peer support 

leaders who were recognised and 

badged, 85 in total. That is 85 stu-

dents who sought a leadership/ tran-

sition role, undertook two days of 

training and gave up one day of their 

holidays to get up early, put on school 

uniform and come to school in order 

to help the new Year 7 students more 

effectively transition into high school.  

These students also must attend reg-

ular briefing and debriefing sessions 

in their own time. The role of Peer 

Support Leader is a sacrificial one 

and it is amazing to see how many 

students are ready to undertake it.  

The role of SRC is also a sacrificial 

one that requires students to give up 

lunchtimes and many hours after 

school to support the QHHS commu-

nity. 

Thank you to all of our leaders and to 

Mr Meredith for overseeing the SRC 

and for his and Mr Wright’s efforts in 

organising the Leadership Assembly. 

HSC MINIMUM          

STANDARDS 

There has been a lot of talk and worry 

about the new HSC minimum stand-

ards which state that students who do 
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not achieve a Band 8 or above in NAPLAN 

will not be allowed to sit for the HSC. 

This was spoken about by the Minister for 

Education last year and there has been 

further information about it this year. Year 

9 of 2017 are the first year group that will 

be impacted by this. 

This has raised much concern from both 

parents and students therefore it is im-

portant to clarify a few major concerns: 

 NAPLAN 2017 is not the only oppor-

tunity that students have to meet 

those standards. Students will have 

at least two chances a year to sit a 

comparable online literacy and nu-

meracy test between now and 2020 

– the year when most of the current 

Year 9 cohort will sit the HSC. 

 Students who do not meet the 

benchmark will still be allowed to 

proceed to Year 11 and 12.  

These concerns and others have already 

been addressed with Year 9. If you have 

further concerns, please contact the 

school. Remind your child not to worry – 

rather it is important that they keep focus-

sing on their learning. Their job is to listen, 

learn, try their best and to bring a calcula-

tor on the day. 

GOAL SETTING 

In our last PBL lesson we focussed on the 

importance of goal setting. We looked at 

the difference between specific goals and 

non-specific goals, realistic goals and less 

realistic goals. We viewed short clips on 

step by step goal setting and how it is im-

portant to have people in your life who will 

encourage you to be the best that you can 

be. At the end of the lesson students com-

pleted a series of goals for Semester 1. 

Students were asked to complete two 

learning goals, one wellbeing goal and one 

extra-curricular goal. They were also required 

to map out how they could meet that goal and 

who could help them. These goals will be 

communicated to parents later in the year.  

Goal setting is a major focus area for this 

year. You can support us in this by discussing 

how you have set and met goals with your 

child and by discussing their goals (both short 

and long-term) with them. 

PAYMENT ONLINE PORTAL 

Parents now have the opportunity to pay for 

fees, excursions and other costs online. In 

order to do so please go to the school website 

(http://www.quakershil-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/) 

select “Make a Payment” and fill in the re-

quired fields accordingly. Please ensure that 

you know the amount that you need to pay 

and enter the correct amount to avoid the 

need for a refund. 

Ms Rebecca Mahon, Relieving Principal 

PRINCIPAL’S AWARDS 

Congratulations on the following students on 

receiving their Gold Principal’s Award: 

Year 8—Annalise Ahmad, Iluka Jelley x2, 
Eliza Waller 
 
Year 9—Ethan Baillache, Sasha Goncha-
rov  
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FEE INVOICES 

These have all been mailed out individually to all the families. If you have not received 

invoices for your children, contact Mrs Cathy Jones in the office and she will assist you. 

Remember we do have EFT facilities as well. 

ELEVATE 

Mrs Mahon has spoken about the importance of goal setting and how this will be a whole 

school focus for our students this year. On Monday Year 10 students were exposed to the 

“Elevate” study skills workshops to help them identify strategies to become better learners 

and help them in setting realistic study goals. 

 

     

SMART TIPS 

Now that we are at the end of week 4, I feel it is essential to remind students of our ex-

pectations around certain behaviours: 

 keep hands and feet to yourself 

 if it isn’t nice, don’t say it 

 once it’s out on social media, you cannot undo it 

 personal devices are away before you enter the classroom 

 be on time and ready to learn 

These are but a few of the main issues that we have dealt with. We would appreciate you 

speaking to your children about these simple reminders. 

 

UNIFORM 

Generally speaking the uniform is looking good and most students have been very com-

pliant in wearing it correctly. We urge you to start planning for the winter uniform to en-

sure you are ready for when the cold weather is upon us. I make mention of this as we 

have noticed a few students wearing alternate jumpers and jackets to the school jacket. 

This is not acceptable and at all times students should provide a written note from their 

parent/guardian to explain why their child is not in correct uniform. We appreciate your 
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support in this matter too. 

NUMERACY 

Staff and students are em-

bracing the Numeracy focus 

for 2017 in the lessons that 

have been provided. The Nu-

meracy team analysed last 

year’s NAPLAN results and 

designed explicit teaching and 

learning activities to improve 

the identified areas of need. 

Mr Mickey Daghel led a Pro-

fessional Learning afternoon 

to upskill staff to ensure the 

delivery of these numeracy 

skills in the Thursday lesson. 

YEAR 7 CAMP 

The camp was very early compared to previous years but a fun time was had by all who 

attended. Thank you to the Year 7 Welfare team: Mrs Hill, Ms Barratt and Mrs Khehra 

who have worked tirelessly to ensure that all the organisation for the camp was tended 

to and that the students were all catered for. Thank you to the teachers who also attend-

ed and gave their time so freely to supervise and lead a group: Mr Head, Ms Breen, Mr 

Hutton, Mr Meredith, Ms Willmett, Ms Sluyter. 

Mrs B Maricic (Year 8 & 10 Deputy Principal) 



Page 6 

QHHS Contact 

History Faculty News 

 

HISTORY TRIVIA 

 

 

Competition News 

 

In 2017 this competition will be offered to years 7, 8, 9 and 10. The Year 
9 and 10 paper will be broadly based on the Australian Curriculum: His-
tory for years 9 and 10. The Year 7 and 8 paper will be broadly based 
on the Australian Curriculum: History for years 7 and 8.  
Separate prizes will be offered to state and national champions for each 
year group. 

 

Entry – Registration 

 
The cost will be a fee per student of $6. 
The closing date for registration is March 
31st. 
Competition Date:-  May 24

th
, 2017 

 
Permission notes will be available from 

 

Those with money had plates made of pew-

ter.   Food with high acid content caused 

some of the lead to leach onto the food, 

causing lead poisoning and death.  This hap-

pened most often with tomatoes, so for the 

next 400 years or so, tomatoes were consid-

ered poisonous. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi2kNDpofrRAhXJoZQKHTODCqgQjRwIBw&url=http://asiawise.org.au/program.aspx?ProgramId%3D27%26ProgramLinkId%3D77&psig=AFQjCNHLc3CJoZO4vK-q1M_OBLKecfmwNQ&ust=1486429014402221
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the History Faculty starting Week 3  
 

Spirit of ANZAC 
 

The Spirit of Anzac Cen-

tenary Experience is a 

travelling exhibition that 

tells the story of Austral-

ia’s involvement in the 

First World War, and the 

ensuing Century of Ser-

vice of Australia's armed forces in all wars, conflicts and peacekeeping op-

erations in which Australia has been involved.  

On Thursday 27 April 2017 students in Year 9 and elective history classes 

are invited to attend the “Spirit of ANZAC” exhibition that has been touring 

Australia since the centenary of the ANZAC landing. We have been fortu-

nate to have been given over 200 tickets at no cost. 

The exhibition will be at The International Convention Centre (ICC), 14 

Darling Drive, Sydney. The cost of this excursion is $15 (to cover the cost 

of the coach). Students will be transported by coach to and from the exhibi-

tion. Students will return to school at 3:00 pm. 

Permission notes are available from Week 4 from Mrs. Critchley or the 

History Faculty 

 

Term 1 topics for History include:- 

Year 7              Investigating History & Introduction to Civilisations 

Year 8   Overview of the Medieval World 

Year 9  The Industrial Revolution 

Year 10   The Holocaust 

Year 10 Elective   100 hours 100 Ways to Die / Heroes & Villains 
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QUAKERS HILL HIGH SCHOOL HISTORY FACULTY WEBSITE 

Welcome to the QHHS History Podcast Website! 
 
www.tinyurl.com/zh3oe8p 

Here you will find links to your assignment sheets with Podcasts that you can download and 
listen to help you along your way. This site is a work in progress, so keep checking back regu-
larly for updates. 

 
HOMEWORK CLUB 

Homework Club will operate this year in the school library from 3.10pm to 4.10pm each Tues-

day and Wednesday afternoon.  The supervising teachers will be Ms Fensom (Tuesdays) 

and Mr Krilic (Wednesdays). 

Homework Club is made available to students of our school in or-

der to: 

 Provide access to computers for word processing, powerpoint 

presentations, internet research, printing completed work etc. 

 Provide access to all books, encyclopedias, magazines and 

other printed resources. 

 Gain assistance from teachers on the completion of home-

work and assignments, developing study skills, research 

techniques etc. 

 Provide a quiet environment for school or recreational read-

ing. 

 

In order to attend Homework Club, students are required to com-

plete a permission note for each afternoon of attendance.  The 

permission note is to be returned to either Mr Krilic or Ms Fensom 

the afternoon of Homework Club.  Permission notes can be obtained from the Library during 

Recess or Lunch.  During attendance, the following rules apply: 

1. Students must be in the Library no later than 3.10pm. 

2. Students will not be dismissed before 4.10pm unless written permission to leave early is 

provided by parents. 

3. The normal rules of the library apply, eg. Bags left at entrance to library etc. 

4. Students must be well behaved and attend to their work for the full session.  N.B.:  dis-
ruptive or non-serious students will not be permitted to return to the Club for the remain-
der of the year. 

 

Please Note:  It is expected that parents will make alternative arrangements for their child to 

get home from school after being dismissed at 4.10pm.  A telephone will be made available 

to students to use during the Club hours to communicate with parents should this be required. 

http://www.tinyurl.com/zh3oe8p
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ENGLISH FACULTY NEWS 

This term Year 7 are studying the elements of a short story and what makes an effective 

story. Students have been deconstructing various stories in class and examining their liter-

ary elements in preparation for their assessment due later in the term. They will be explicit-

ly taught how to write a review which will form the basis of their assessment. 

Students in Year 8 are doing an Area of Study on the topic of Survival. Currently they are 

focusing on various survival stories from newspaper articles and examining the elements 

of a news article that will enable them to write their own article of a survival story. Over the 

next few weeks they will explore the concept of survival in various other texts in readiness 

for their speech assessment. 

Year 9 are exploring an Area of Study on the Human Footprint where they have looked at 

the impact of the human footprint on the planet and critically started to focus on whether 

we have a collective responsibility to reduce our impact. They have been examining how 

the effects of the human footprint  are represented in visual images, songs and other forms 

of literature. In their Year Assembly they have been spoken to and given an outline of the 

collaborative assessment that they will be doing with the Science and HSIE Faculties. 

In their unit on the close study of the Australian poet, John Foulcher and his poetic 

work, Year 10 students have been  looking  at the context of the poet and his thematic 

concerns. They have analysed his poem, ‘Harry Wood’, which is a biographical poem 

based on the struggles of an Aussie battler during the Great Depression. The students 

have started to examine another of Foulcher’s poems ‘Kangaroos Near Hay’. In class 

teachers are focussing on writing structured, analytical paragraphs that will aid the stu-

dents to successfully complete their essay assessment.  

MATHEMATICS NEWS 

Year 7 students are going for a camp for 3 days this week. Year 7-10 students are having 

their Term 1 Test in Week 7. Most of the Year 7 classes have finished ‘Computation with 

Integers’ and have just started the new topic ‘Data Collection and Representation’. Year 8 

is finishing ‘Area’ and will be starting ‘Indices’. Year 9 and 10 are also nearly finished with 

their first topics or have started the second one depending on their courses.   

Students need to prepare a summary sheet using one A4 page for each topic and they are 

allowed to take it into their test. An excellent summary sheet should contain clear and pre-

cise definitions, an example, and an explanation in words on most of the content learnt. 

The summary sheet will be assessed out of 10 marks and will be included in the overall 

grading of the assessment. Teachers will be encouraging students to complete the sum-

mary sheet at home.  

The Homework Club is available on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons and is free of 

charge for any students who need help with their homework or assessment tasks. Interest-

ed students can pick up a note from the library.  
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Students are expected to come prepared to school with the correct equipment. This in-

cludes a CALCULATOR and it can be purchased from the front office for $15, if needed. 

Perminder Walia 

AGRICULTURE NEWS 

On 23 - 24/2/17, 14 one day old chicks will be delivered to Quakers Hill Agriculture Plot to 

be raised as meat birds in the Steggles’ Schools Competition for the Royal Easter Show.  

The birds will be cared for by the Year 9 elective Agriculture class, their teacher, Ms Os-

sington and the farm assistant, Ms Parberry. The chicks will be kept in a brooding cage 

where they will be fed, watered, weighed and measured to assess their development. 

When they are big enough they will be moved to an enclosure in the poultry shed, where 

they will have access to an outside run. 

The birds will be cared for and monitored for six weeks and then transported to the show 

for judging. 

A photo and development record will be kept and published over the six weeks so the 

school community can share the experience with the students and keep track of the pro-

gress of the birds. 
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INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

STUDENTS LEAVING EARLY 

If you need to pick up your child early from school: 

1. Write them out a note in the morning. 

2. Tell your child to take the note to the office before roll call. 

3. The office staff will issue your child with an Early Leavers Note which 

allows them to leave class at the nominated time. 

4. Your child will be able to leave class at that time and will be sitting in 

the foyer waiting for you when you arrive. 

 

STUDENTS WHO ARE LATE TO SCHOOL 

If your child is late to school and have missed roll call, they need to go 

straight to the front office to be marked in late. If they are accompanied by a 

parent or have a note covering their lateness, they will not receive a 

lunchtime detention. 

If your child is late to school and they do not have a note or a phone call ex-

plaining their lateness, they will be put on a lunchtime detention. 

 

MEDICAL 

Any students who is on an anaphylaxis or severe asthma plan will need to 

send in an updated copy of their current Action Plan from their doctor.to the 

office. 

EVERY THURSDAY ALL STUDENTS FINISH EARLY AT 2.30pm 

 

THE QHHS UNIFORM SHOP IS OPEN EVERY MONDAY MORNING 

FROM 8.10—9.30AM 

 

PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE REGULARLY 
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As part of the Welcome to Science unit of work, the 
topic on Measurement was explored by students in 
7Q this week. Workstations were set up around the 
laboratory together with instruction cards detailing the 
activity. This activity gave students the opportunity to 
engage in several numeracy activities, observe and record measurements using specific 
equipment, as well develop their ability to work collaboratively within a group. 
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NEWS FROM THE TAS DEPARTMENT 

The staff in the TAS department would like to inform parents and  students that as the year is 

well under way now, classes should all be working on first assignments. Onguard safety tests 

are being carried out in all practical courses in the school, for all grades, and students are 

responsible for completing these.  

Teachers have informed all students of the course fees, and they are able to pay these 

amounts even while awaiting invoices to arrive at home. Practical course fees are compulso-

ry and are required for students to participate in practical tasks, to pay for materials needed. 

Any family with a concern about this may address it to Mr Wright, our Deputies Mrs Maricic, 

Mrs Khehra, or Mrs Mahon if a payment plan is needed for these amounts.  

Student book work is beginning the year well presented and students are taking pride in the 

efforts in their learning. Practicals have started and students are enthusiastically taking inter-

est in new learning.  

Barista club has started for 2017, with a large group of students in the city to professional 

training this week. Students gained both practical and theoretical knowledge and recognised 

certificate results. They will practise these new skills running the school café at recess and 

lunch. Teachers look forward to enjoying the results of their growing skills.  

CREATIVE & PERFORMING ARTS FACULTY 

Another busy period in the CAPA Faculty with all the year groups and the elective classes 

well into preparation stages for their substantial artworks in preparation for the CAPA show-

case at the end of the year. The Year 7 introduction to the Elements of Art is really getting 

into gear with a blending of artmaking, literacy and a numeracy component learning about 

scale and proportion. In theory lessons art history and renowned artists are introduced in 

preparation for the examination next term. Each teacher is taking a different stance on the 

Year 7 substantial art work which will make exciting viewing at the end of the year. 

Year 8 this semester is looking at Rites, Rituals and Traditions in which they will create art-

works that are inspired by indigenous art. Students are currently creating inspired designs to 

be transformed into photograms and then later in the semester they will be creating a mask. 

Students are learning about the traditions of the indigenous peoples in the theory component 

of the course.  

In Music, Year 8 students are busy preparing for their first performance assessment, playing 

the classic song ‘Last Kiss’ by Pearl Kiss. They have worked extremely hard learning how to 

play basic guitar chords, and will no doubt use these as a firm foundation to learn more chal-

lenging pieces in future lessons. 

The Year 9-10 100hr Photography classes are in full swing learning photographic darkroom 

procedures and will be commencing making photograms very soon followed by learning the 

use of film cameras, digital cameras and the entire processing aspects. Students will also 

learn how to enhance and manipulate their work through Photoshop. 200hr photography stu-

dents are capitalising on last year’s success with the introduction of a challenging theme: The 

still and the mundane things. Looking forward to seeing how students use the photographic 

QHHS Contact 
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process to make exciting things that they take for granted. A big, big reminder to all elective art 

classes your essay assignment is due week 8. 

The 9-10 electives are also in full swing with preparatory work for their fantasy artwork. Students 

are enthusiastically engaged in this topic, already showing some fantastic results in their collag-

es and drawings.  

     The Sound of Music 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUNNINGS FUNDRAISER 

 

COME & SUPPORT YOUR SCHOOL!!! 
  

This Sunday 26 February Quakers Hill High School’s P&C are running a Bun-
nings Sausage Sizzle to fundraise for the school. Please come and join us in the carpark 
of the Rouse Hill Bunnings, Annangrove Road, Rouse Hill from 9am—3pm.  
   

 

Chloe and Jacinta Oliver and Samuel picking up the 

chords. 
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EMAIL ADDRESS REQUEST 
 

Greetings Parents and Carers 

  

I am sure that you would agree that effective communication between the school and home is important. One 
means of communication is the school newsletter ‘Contact’. 

 

We have been concerned for some time that our Contact newsletter is not as effective in communicating as 
we would wish.  It often does not reach home, lost without trace at the bottom of a school bag and sometimes 
our teenagers actively prevent the school communicating with you as parents and carers. 

On top of this is the notion that a paper newsletter is expensive (over $5000 every year) and given the in-
creasing number of parents who use email and actually prefer it, we really need to get with the times and 
communicate with parents electronically. Of course, a paper version would still be available for those who 
require it. 

Be assured that we are not aiming to overflow your IN tray with school emails. 

We would like to start sending out newsletters by email thus ensuring that they reach the desired destination 
and saving money which would be better spent on resources for your children. 

 

Please carefully and legibly complete the following and return it to school with your child. 

 

 

Lauretta Claus 

Principal 

February 2016 

 

--------------"--------------------"--------------------"--------------------"--------------------"--------------------"-------------- 

 

QUAKERS HILL HIGH SCHOOL - EMAIL ADDRESS REQUEST 

 
CHILD NAME: ___________________________________ YEAR: ______ 

 

PARENT’S EMAIL ADDRESS: 

 

 

 

PARENT/CARER SIGNATURE: ________________________________ 

                                                         

@ 
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 CHANGE OF PERSONAL DETAILS FOR STUDENTS 

(PLEASE PRINT) 

 

NAME OF STUDENT:          

 

YEAR:    ________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:           

 

             

 

HOME PHONE:           

 

WORK PHONE:  _____________________________________ 

 

MOBILE NO:  _____________________________________ 

 

CARER 1 NAME: _____________________________________ 

 

PHONE/MOBILE:          

 

CARER 2 NAME: __________________________________  

 

PHONE/MOBILE:          

 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS: ________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

MEDICAL PROBLEMS (IF ANY) ____________________________ 

 

Signed:           Date:       

QHHS Contact 
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70 Lalor Road  

Quakers Hill NSW 2763  

Phone: (02) 9837 1533  

Fax: (02) 9837 1747 

email: quakershil-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Website: www.quakershil-h.schools.nsw.edu.au 

Principal: Mrs Lauretta Claus 

Quakers Hill High School 

 


