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CALENDAR DATES FOR TERM 1 2018

Friday 15 December Last day Term 4 Monday 19 March Year 6 GAT Infor-
mation Evening 7-8pm
2018 9 P
Wednesday 21March Harmony Day
Tuesday 30 Jan. Year 7 students start _ .
Friday 23 March Contact issued

Wednesday 31 Jan. All students return
Thursday 29 March Year 6 Taster Day

Monday 5 Feb. Year 6 Taster Day _
. _ Tuesday 3 April Year 7-10 Parent/
Monday 12 Feb. Year 7 Meet & Greet 3.30-8pm
P&C Meeting Wednesday 4 April  Year 7 Camp
i ) Information Evening
Friday 23 Feb. Contact issued
. : 6-7pm
Year 10 Elevate incursion
Friday 6 April Contact issued

Tuesday 27 Feb. School Photos All Day
Monday 5 March Photo catch up day

Vaccinations

, _ Mon. 9-Wed 11 April Year 7 Camp
Friday 9 March Contact issued

Tuesday 13 March ~ Year 5 & 6 Information
Evening

Thursday 15 March  Selective High School
Placement Test

SPORTS CALENDAR

Monday 5 February—School Swimming Carnival
Thursday 22 February—Zone Swimming Carnival
Wednesday 7 March—Sydney West Swimming Carnival
Thursday 29 March—Athletics Carnival

Friday 11 May—Zone Cross Country
Thursday 7 & Friday 8 June—Zone Athletics Carnival |

SMART FOCUS FOR WEEKS 1 & 2:



IMPORTANT NEWS FOR STUDENTS & PARENTS

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

The last few weeks have been a high as we come to the end of another success-
ful year. It is at this time that we bid farewell to some of our staff. This year we
say goodbye to our illustrious leader Lauretta Claus, who will be sorely missed.
Lauretta is moving on to Arthur Phillip HS as the Principal. This will be a very
exciting and different challenge for her but we all know she will embrace it all in
her stride. Mrs Rebecca Mahon will be relieving Principal in Term 1.

Mr Graeme Jeans has decided to retire and enjoy a much slower pace of life up
North. Ms Grace Gideon and Mr Kyle Sun are moving to private schools and Ms
Ellise Barratt has accepted a position at Cheltenham Girls HS as a Dance teach-
er. We also say goodbye to Ms Georgina Willmett, Mr Daniel Fabricato, Ms Cor-
rine Elkerton and Ms Priya Raju. Some have been with us for a longer time but
we appreciate all that they have contributed during this time.

We wish each and every one of them all the very best in their future endeavours.

Finally, | would like to say that | have thoroughly enjoyed my time as Relieving Principal and thank the
community for their ongoing support. To the teaching and ancillary staff and especially the school execu-
tive team, who manage and lead their curriculum areas, portfolios and the strategic directions of the
school, | thank you sincerely for your amazing dedication throughout 2017. | would like to take this oppor-
tunity to wish you all a safe and happy festive season and look forward to the challenges that 2018 will
bring.

Thank you

Mrs B Maricic
Relieving Principal

The following is a copy of Lauretta Claus’ farewell speech from Monday night’'s Presentation
Evening.

| would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land, the Darug people and pay my
respects to elders past and present and any aboriginal person who may be here in attendance at
our presentation assembly.

There is 14 days until Christmas and with a name like Claus | always manage to attract some
considerable attention around this time of year. When shopping and using my credit card, the
sales representative cannot usually help themselves when holding my card — it is usually a com-
ment like “have you been very busy this year?” or “have you received my Christmas wish list?”

So | thought it appropriate with the time of year and the fact that this will be my final presentation
event for Quakers Hill HS that | use my connections with the North Pole to send out some very
special Christmas wishes to the Quakers Hill HS community. For the past 8 years it has been
both a privilege and an honour to lead this school. The very fact that | have remained here for 8
years is testimony to how happy | have been as Principal of Quakers Hill HS, as this is the long-
est | have ever remained at one school. So whilst there is feeling of excitement and anticipation
of what my new school Arthur Phillip HS has to offer | am saddened to leave the many special
friends | have made here as well as the wonderful students that have been a part of QHHS.

My first Christmas wish is for the Quakers Hill HS Community is that you continue to encourage

your children to embrace the many opportunities that our school offers. The learning, sporting,
cultural and social programs that the school provides are truly first class. In my role as Principal



School Leadership | have had the opportunity to visit many schools and see great practice and
| can confidently assert that QHHS is a school that is deeply committed to meeting the needs,
talents and skills of all students.

The QHHS SASS Staff are a really special part of this school. They receive my next Christmas
wish. | hope they continue to provide the exemplary service every day to each and every stu-
dent that is enrolled here. Whether it be a bandaid, some ice, a caring word to a sick student,
helping a student complete an assessment task in the learning centre, collecting excursion
money, providing the materials for a science experiment, maintaining the school grounds, or
food for a recipe. The QHHS SASS have always demonstrated a genuine affection for the chil-
dren at this school and have made every effort to help anyone out in any way they can and |
hope this continues.

My special Christmas wish for the students of QHHS is that all your dreams are realised and

that you do all that you can to make these dreams a reality. The many opportunities that
QHHS has afforded you through the learning in our classrooms, through the many sporting
activities we have, as well of the numerous musical and cultural events that the school has,
means that each and every one of you have discovered a talent, skill, aptitude or interest and
the school has fostered opportunities for you to develop these. You are all very special, unique
individuals and | know this school has and will continue to place you at the centre of all it does.
Students at the centre of all programs and activities is the ethos of the school’s motto “a caring
educational community, shaping a positive future.”

Every bit of academic research tells us that the teacher in front of the classroom has the most
significant impact on student learning outcomes. It is not whether there is air conditioning in
the classroom, or the length of teaching periods, the condition of the classrooms, or the num-
bers of computers that students have access to. It is quite simply all about the teachers. At
QHHS we are truly blessed with teachers who are absolutely committed to providing an au-
thentic, meaningful learning journey for all students. My Christmas wish for the wonderful
QHHS teachers is that each and every one of you continue to provide the quality education
that you have been delivering. | encourage you to maintain the school's commitment to ac-
knowledging students who every day demonstrate an understanding of our SMART expecta-
tions, making sure you retain the positive ratio of 4 positives to 1 negative. The greatest com-
pliment that a teacher who is a parent, can make is when they say they would want their chil-
dren to attend a school. | would have happily sent both my children to QHHS to be taught by
the fantastic staff here.

The QHHS Executive Team are quite remarkable. As | already indicated, this past year | have
spent many hours visiting schools across the state, these visits have allowed me to see some
amazing practices, programs and initiatives but without doubt the leadership, dedication and
excellence demonstrated by the QHHS executive is unparalleled. My Christmas wish for the
executive team is that they continue to lead by example. They remain focused on embedding
best practice across the school so that the school’'s amazing growth data flourishes and there
is further success in student learning outcomes as a direct consequence of their growth mind-
set.

This year | obviously had the opportunity to take up the position of Principal School Leader-
ship, where | worked across the Macquarie Park Directorate supporting inexperienced princi-
pals, mentoring them and assisting them in leading their school communities. | was able to do
this because | was so confident in the capacity of my 2 Deputy Principals, Rebecca Mahon
and Beaty Maricic to take on the role of relieving principal and lead QHHS in my absence.
Both of them are exemplary school leaders and have done an outstanding job guiding the stu-
dents, staff and community throughout the year. As Relieving Principal’s they have demon-
strated innovation, careful management and audit skills and authentic leadership which has



resulted in positive learning, social and emotional outcomes for all students. My Christmas
wish for both of them is that they continue to make school leadership a priority as they can
only but enrich the experiences of any school community that they lead in the future.

Often when you are farewelling a special place, people ask what will you miss the most, or
what has been the most significant achievement you have had in this role. Looking back over
my time here at QHHS there are many success stories | could point to: the embedding of our
SMART values across the entire school community, the amazing musical extravaganzas that
we have staged each year, the school’s sporting prowess and our involvement in Macquarie
Zone grade sport, the many technological and physical educational enhancements that have
been achieved across the school, our sensational Outdoor Learning Space, our iconic Learn-
ing Centre, the school’s barista program and fabulous Green Team. The list goes on and on,
but | think my most special and sentimental memory of QHHS will always be the introduction
of our wonderful Support Unit. Prior to my arrival at QHHS the school had never had any spe-
cialist classes but when the SED approached me in my first year to ask whether the school
would consider taking an Autism class, | happily agreed. | saw this opportunity as an excellent
way of demonstrating the QHHS community’s commitment to ensuring we were at the fore-
front of providing equity and opportunity to everyone including people with a disability. So suc-
cessful was the introduction of this class that the following year | was asked to take 2 more
classes and again another one in 2014 and our QHHS Support Unit was born. All the students
in our Support Unit are an integral part of our school community and are involved in all main-
stream activities. On Wednesday night at the Year 10 Formal all the Year 10 students in our
Support Unit attended this important event and were up on the dance floor with everyone else,
thoroughly enjoying the opportunity of celebrating their 4 years as students at QHHS. This
clearly is testament to the success QHHS has had in cultivating an educational community
where inclusion, acceptance and achievement are at the forefront of all that the school does
and for this | feel immensely proud.

Congratulations to all the students who are being acknowledged this evening for your efforts
throughout the school year, the school community is very proud of each and every one of you.
Thank you again to the tireless work of the Presentation Night Team who has worked so hard
to pull together this celebration of excellence and particularly Mrs Maricic, Ms Romerosa and
Mrs Cooper for their meticulous attention to detail.

To all the staff, students and their families may | take this opportunity to wish you the very best
for the festive season and to even bigger and better things in 2018. Thank you all for your sup-
port over the past 8 years, sincere thanks to you all for your trust, patience and belief in me.
Let me leave you with this thought from Ralph Waldo Emerson. “Do not follow where the path
may lead. Go, instead, where there is no path and leave a trail.” QHHS is a trailblazing school
deeply committed to preparing our young people for such dynamic, uncertain times? The
school vision is to be a positive learning community that builds on quality relationships and
develops inquiring minds. Learners feel valued and safe to explore opportunities with confi-
dence, and are passionate about their learning in readiness for future challenges. This is in
essence what the school is all about and | will truly miss it. It is a great school which is at the
heart of this community.

Lauretta Claus

PRINCIPAL’S AWARDS

Congratulations to the following students for achieving their Gold Principal’'s Awards:

Year 7 Abbey Corkery, Giovanni Mina, Sonali Singh, Ana Ward-Soares



Makayla Dare, Melissa Getty

Year 8
Year 9 Amelia Stannard
Year 10 Marina Demirian x 3, Joshua Liu, Caylee Vornfett

 WILLIAMS | &| Mathers
LAIIST[B_AI.IA‘S BIGGEST

flashing bouncy ball®

FREE H405§?3;

B\ SEE PAGE 3

durability
A tested

‘ f
\ ! \
(R | :
- 2 L\ ’

8 point
podiatry
check

\

§ §| Leather
upper

Energy \
Return
System

insole

Moisture
absorbing |
leather lining

MANUFACTURERS = X
- Premium full grain

\\, = leather upper
S.

COLORADO —WAS—$129:95— NOW $103.96
Sizes 9-5 UK Snr Sizes 6-13 UK WAS $139.95 NOW $111.96 ELISE
R WAS-$109:95- NOW $87.96

Sizes 10-3.5 UK (inc. halves] )

Buidt To Last

1/2 PRICE || 20% OFF

C larks coLORADO

-~ COLORADO [R0C|

L ra e

I




2RIV InsGsS scrHoO O o

www_hillsdrivingschool.com.au
The Hills, Hawkeshurry & Surrounds

0421077 232
THIS COULD BE YOU!

We teach you how to drive safety & confidently
on our busy Sydney roads.

Auto & Manual Lessons.

Free pick up and drop off in
our Serviced Areas.

SAVE $S10 off
your first
lesson!

(conditions apply)
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KILDARE ROAD MEDICAL CENTRE
IT’S TIME FOR YOUR ANNUAL SKIN CHECK!

medicalcentre’

Exposure to the sun’s ultraviolet rays can cause skin damage, which can lead to skin cancer.
The risks are higher during the warmer months and that is why it is important to have regular
skin checks with an accredited skin cancer doctor.

KRMC®’s Skin Cancer Clinic is run by
Dr. Sameer Abedi, Dr. Arevik Gazarjan and Dr. Kalpana Loganath.

They are able to perform excisions of moles that appear to be of concern and to send them for
laboratory analysis via our on-site Pathology department. If required, follow up treatment and
referrals to specialists can be arranged.

For more information and to make an appointment at KRMC®’s Skin Cancer Clinic,
please call Reception on 8822 3000. Please note that charges may apply.

OPEN 7 DAYS

Kildare Road Medical Centre / 36 Kildare Road, Blacktown, NSW 2148 / kildaremedical.com.au



Would you like to join Australia’s largest youth
development organisation?

Australian Army Cadets
202 Army Cadet Unit

Meet new friends, learn various skills & knowledge that your peer group miss out on, become
a mentor/model for others, be well and truly respected by the National Community, get down
and get dirty, give it a go and enjoy yourself.

Don’t think about it for too long.
Contact:

www.blacktowncadets.org or

202acu@cadetnet.gov.au  or

143 Blacktown Rd Blacktown
Monday nights 6.30pm —9.30pm




