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UPCOMING 
EVENTS  

3 November 
Year 10 Clearance 

 
PASS Coaching @ 

Barnier Public School 
 

3 & 4 November 
Year 10—All My Own 

Work 
 

3, 4 & 5 November 
CAPA Showcase 

 
5 & 12 November 

Support Unit Swim School 
 

6 November 
10W Transition to     
Wyndham College 

 
7 November 

Support Unit Year 6      
Orientation 

 
10 –14 November 

10W Work Experience 
 

10 November 
Happiness Cycle 

P&C Meeting 7pm 
 

11 November 
ESSA for Year 8 

Premier’s Sporting Chal-
lenge 

 
12 November 

Reh. Service to the School 
Assembly Periods 5 & 6 

 
13 November 

Service to the School    
Assembly Periods 3 & 4 

 
14 November 
Contact issued 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
SWIM SCHOOL 

This term two of the key events on the 

school calendar are the Year 7 & 8 

Swim School held at Blacktown 

Swimming Centre. These events are 

not only important in developing and 

improving our students’ water safety 

skills but also great opportunities for 

our students to enhance their social 

skills and build new friendships and 

relationships with other students in 

their year group. 

The week’s activities are lots of fun 

and I encourage parents to ensure 

their children attend the program. 

Payments for Swim School need to 

be made next week. 

SERVICE TO THE SCHOOL 

ASSEMBLY 

Thursday 13 November marks the 

first of our formal celebrations of stu-

dent achievement for 2014. This as-

sembly is where we recognise the 

many students who undertake im-

portant roles in the school that as-

sist and support the many programs 

on offer at QHHS. Our Service to 

the School Assembly will be held 

periods 3 & 4. All students who will 

be acknowledged at this assembly 

will receive invitations for their par-

ents to attend, to share in the recog-

nition of their child’s achievement. 

CAPA SHOWCASE 

As always this time of year we are 

excited about the encroachment of 

our CAPA Showcase, ROAR 2014. 

Our staff and students involved in 

this year’s extravaganza have been 

working incredibly hard and we are 

again expecting something special. 

Please support the school by pur-

chasing a ticket and attending one 

of the performances. There is no 

doubt you will be dazzled and 

amazed at what our students can 

do. Tickets are available at the front 

office. 

Come and see the many amazing 
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voices of our young people, come hear them 

“roar”! 

ESSENTIAL SECONDARY         

SCIENCE ASSESSMENT 

(ESSA) is a mandatory Science assessment 

program for Year 8 students. The 2014 ESSA 

online test will be held on Monday 11 Novem-

ber for all our Year 8 students and parents will 

receive notification of their performance in this 

statewide assessment, early next year. Many 

thanks to Mr Paul Sultana, who has been in-

strumental in coordinating these tests for our 

students. 

END OF YEAR ACTIVITIES 

The school is very busy with all the end of year 

activities – developing the 2015 Timetable, 

Year 7 & 8 Swim School, exam coordination, 

Year 10 Graduation preparation, peer media-

tion training, Semester 2 reports, SRC and 

School Captain elections for 2015, Year 6 Ori-

entation and the organisation for Presentation 

Night and getting ready for 2015. I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank all staff for their 

efforts with these many programs, but special 

thanks to: 

1. The Presentation Day Committee Team 
(Mrs Cooper, Mrs Razbusek, Ms Romero-
sa, Mrs Naicker, Mr Nash, Mr Roma, Ms 
Valatiadis, Ms Notley-Smith, Mr Cole and 
Ms Tong) for organisation of: the Year 10 
Graduation, Presentation Day and the 
School Service Assembly  

2. Mr Meredith, Ms Tong and Ms Mahon for 
the organisation of the Year 10 Formal 

3. Mr. Barry, Mr Blench and Mr Hutton for 
Swim School 

4. Ms Del Pinto and Ms Valatiadis for SRC 
activities and elections 

5. Ms. Lachevre for Year 6 Orientation 

6. Ms Hall and Mr Brooks for the Semester 
2 reports 

7. Ms Khehra and Mr Head for the 2015 
timetable. 

8. The wonderful CAPA Showcase team – 
Ms Valatiadis, Ms Lachevre, Mr Brooks, 
Ms Tong, Ms Tweeddale, Ms Notley – 
Smith, Mr Dacey, Mr Roma, Mrs Raz-

busek, Ms Soliman, Ms Jossleyn, Ms 
Spring, Mr Wong, Mr Argall and Mr Cole. 

9. Ms Walker and Mrs Khehra for organisa-
tion of our accelerated program for 2015 

10. Mrs Payne and the Support Unit staff for 
the Support Unit Review Meetings and 
the transition meetings for our new Sup-
port Unit students 

11. Ms Mahon and Mrs Maricic for the organi-
sation of our Reward Excursion 

12. Mr Nash and Mr Kantek for coordination 
of the exams 

13. Ms Romerosa and Mrs Cooper for the 
student Handbooks and Diaries for 2015 

 

WHAT IS A HOMONYM? 

Let's face it, English can be a crazy language. 

Take homonyms, for example. These are words 

that are identical in pronunciation and spelling 

but have different meanings. This homonym list 

will provide some clarity. Find out more:  http://

www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-

study/english/english-a-to-z/-/

english_glossary/8Qum/1084/homonym 

DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP 

We're the first generation of parents responsi-

ble for equipping our children with digital citi-

zenship skills – how to use technology safely 

and responsibly, and how to evaluate, manage 

and use the information and tools they find 

online. Here are some tips to get you started: 

http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/technology/

using-technology/raising-good-digital-citizens 

COMMUNITY LANGUAGES 

Do you speak a language at home other than 

English? Would you like your child to learn that 

language or improve their skills? Saturday 

School of Community Languages enrolments 

for 2015 are now open.  Find out more: http://

www.sscl.schools.nsw.edu.au/how-to-enrol 

Have a safe and relaxing weekend. 

Lauretta Claus 

Principal 

http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/english/english-a-to-z/-/english_glossary/8Qum/1084/homonym
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/english/english-a-to-z/-/english_glossary/8Qum/1084/homonym
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/english/english-a-to-z/-/english_glossary/8Qum/1084/homonym
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/english/english-a-to-z/-/english_glossary/8Qum/1084/homonym
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/technology/using-technology/raising-good-digital-citizens
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/technology/using-technology/raising-good-digital-citizens
http://www.sscl.schools.nsw.edu.au/how-to-enrol
http://www.sscl.schools.nsw.edu.au/how-to-enrol
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S  

REPORT 

COLLEGIATE EXAMS 

As I write my Contact Article, Year 10 are sit-

ting their Collegiate Examinations in the hall. 

Along with Mrs Claus and Mr Meredith I went 

down to the hall on Monday morning to assist 

staff with getting them in, making sure that 

they had everything they needed and to have 

a walk around the hall as the students settled 

in to make a start. 

It was with enormous pride that I saw how 

responsive the students were to directions, 

how well prepared they were with most stu-

dents having multiple pens and materials in 

readiness for the exams. As part of the 

QHHS SMART PBL approach we have an 

examination script that is read out at the be-

ginning of every single exam. The script out-

lines the expected examination behaviours 

and clearly outlines the consequences of fail-

ing to follow them. These scripts have been 

adapted from the HSC examination proce-

dures and therefore help prepare students for 

Stage 6 Examination expectations. Once 

again virtually all students were responsive 

and immediately followed all directions. 

SEEKING EXEMPTIONS 

Once these examinations are over many stu-

dents may be seeking exemption for the re-

mainder of the school year. This is undoubt-

edly a good time for students to seek work, to 

gain further hours in existing roles and so on.  

Please note some of the rules around seek-

ing an exemption: 

i) You must provide a signed letter on offi-

cial letterhead from your employer/

course provider. This letter must indi-

cate that your employer etc under-

stands there are some dates that you 

will need to be at school 

ii) You must provide a signed letter from a 

parent or caregiver 

iii) You must provide these documents to 

Mrs Claus / Mrs Mahon  

If all documentation is in order, you will then 

be provided with an exemption on the under-

standing that you will attend school on the 

following dates: 

3rd and 4th November: All My Own Work. 

This is compulsory for ALL NSW students 

who are undertaking Stage 6. Any student 

who is absent on these days will have to 

complete a catch up at a later date. 

17th and 18th November: Wyndham Orienta-

tion Day. All students who are going to Wynd-

ham must attend both of these days in full 

school uniform. Failure to attend may endan-

ger your position. 

4th December: Year 10 Graduation Rehears-

al at 9am. Full school uniform. 

5th December: Year 10 Graduation at 9am. 

Full school uniform. 

AM I ALLOWED TO GO TO THE      

FORMAL? 

Earlier this year a non-formal list was com-

piled based on student attendance, work 

completion, behaviour, uniform and so on. 

Approximately 40 students were placed on 

this list for a variety of reasons. Identified stu-

dents were given a letter for parents to sign 

and told how they could improve their perfor-

mance. Many students have since worked 

their way off the list and have been informed 

that they can now pay the formal deposit. 

Please remember that paying the deposit 

does not guarantee attendance as subse-

quent misbehaviour can lead to loss of de-

posit and loss of your child’s opportunity to 

attend. 

MAINTAINING STANDARDS 

At this time of year as exams are completed, 
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as the weather is getting warmer and the days 

are longer, students sometimes start to forget 

that our school SMART code is just as im-

portant on the last day of term as it is on the 

first day of term. Please encourage your child 

to wear full school uniform every day, to bring 

the required equipment every single day and 

to behave in accordance with the SMART 

code every single day. Unfortunately, schools 

can sometimes see a spike in detentions and 

suspensions at this time of year as students 

stop behaving appropriately. Also, please do 

not believe your child when they say ‘nothing 

is happening at school’ or ‘we aren’t doing any 

work anymore.’ All staff members are ex-

pected to provide meaningful work until the 

end of the year and all students are expected 

to engage with that work. If your child is neces-

sarily absent from school, you still need to 

send a note of explanation. Right up until the 

last day of school. 

JAMBEROO – THE BIG DAY OUT 

Towards the end of Week 4, a small team of 

handpicked individuals will begin the counting, 

tallying and shortlist compiling that goes into 

deciding who gets invited to Jamberoo. Re-

member that the aim of the Jamberoo excur-

sion is to reward those students who have 

consistently demonstrated SMART behaviour 

throughout the year. Essentially the students 

with the most positives are those who will be 

invited. It is important for students to remem-

ber hand in their SMARTies and their merit 

awards in order to get Executive, Year Adviser 

and Principal Awards as this will raise each 

student’s positive tally. 

ESSA 

On 1 November Year 8 students will be sitting 

the ESSA online test. ESSA is a statewide Sci-

ence assessment program based on the NSW 

Science Years 7-10 Syllabus, which mandates 

the teaching of Science in contexts that assist 

students to see the relevance of Science 

and to make meaning of scientific 

knowledge, understanding, skills, values 

and attitudes. 

Mrs R Mahon                                     

Deputy Principal (Years 8 & 10) 

NEW MERIT SYSTEM 

After review of our merit system, there 

was a need to make changes in order for 

students to achieve at a higher level. This 

merit system will be the same across all 

the Collegiate schools (Riverstone High, 

Seven Hills High and Wyndham College). 

As a result, below is the new merit system 

which explains the new levels as well as 

what our previous awards are equivalent 

to. 
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ENGLISH FACULTY 

The English faculty has now completed their examination period. Year 7 is continuing their 

work on media and Year 8 are continuing their unit on picture books. Both these year groups 

will be completing creative tasks and projects within these units and we are looking forward 

to seeing the imaginative and creative work of all students over the coming weeks. Year 9 is 

continuing their Area of Study on Conflict, learning to identify, analyse and evaluate different 

types of conflict in a variety of texts. Students are responding very well to this unit, showing 

very clear critical analysis skills and in-depth perceptions within the whole of this area of 

study. 

Year 10 is starting a unit of work involving both plays and media. Students will be studying 

plays with a conceptual focus or studying media and completing creative projects. The focus 

for the rest of term will be on reinforcing students’ understanding of important skills and con-

cepts in readiness for their study of Stage 6 English. 

Below are two reflective and thought-provoking pieces by Natasha Fabiano - Yr 9 - on the 

self-chosen topic of ‘Speaking Up’. They are very relevant to the CAPA Showcase theme of 

‘Roar’ or finding your voice. 

SPEAK UP 

I stand up tall 

and anxiously walk over to where I become the centre of attention. 

There’s a sea of a zillion figures in front of me. 

I’m not focusing, 

and barely make out any familiar faces. 

Or calm my nerves. 

I acknowledge each pair of eyes staring back at me, 

they wait for my next move. 

I take it all in. 

My brain has gone all fuzzy 

and I can only but imagine what puzzled look I’m making. 

I take a deep breath 

and remind myself exactly why I am here. 

I pause. 

The words I’ve rehearsed over and over 

are finally going to be let free. 

Opinions will form 

and tensions may rise. 

A roar of applause, 

standing ovations! 

Or howls of disapproval, 

attacks, 

and objections. 

Protests, 

peaceful or not. 
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Will it mean my message has come across? 

I’ll go down in history, 

become a household name. 

Interviews, 

morning T.V, 

maybe even paparazzi. 

Or I could be forgotten, 

with less than 15 minutes of fame. 

My words may mean nothing, 

my concerns will be quickly brushed over. 

Either way, 
something has to be done. 

It may not be me, 

and it may not be today. 

All I know is, 

as I begin my first words, 

is that it’s time to start now. 

It’s time to speak up. 

 

MY THOUGHTS: PROBLEMS & SOLUTIONS 
 
You know what would be great? If there were no worries in the world. Especially if nobody had to 
do all that ‘fight for our rights’ type of thing, because hey, we’re already equal. It would be great if 
there were no stories about the police controlling protests on the news all the time, talking about 
a war in another country, and what we’re doing wrong. Because there would be no reason for 
war. It would be pretty great if racism and just plain discrimination was lost, and young girls in 
countries like India and Pakistan were allowed to learn and make a life for themselves. If things 
ever needed to be fixed, they were before anyone had to suffer. At least for the time being we 
have brave people and groups all around the world defending themselves and at the same time 
helping out others. And I guess that’s a key positive amongst it all. 
 
When we think about the topic of ‘speaking out’, usually one of the first things that comes to mind 
is a person giving an inspirational and powerful speech, in front of thousands of people. Maybe 
you think of someone preaching their views with soft violin tunes in the background, like some-
thing in an overly dramatic movie. You may even think of someone tweeting at 140 characters a 
time, or posting a long rant on Tumblr, with it gaining hundreds of notes. Whatever you think of, 
whichever way you ‘speak out’, it’s important to remember 
that it may not be just as easy as speaking your mind, as you will always get people that love to 
disagree with whatever you may have to say. 
 
Now most, if not all people, don’t like it when someone else disagrees with them, or openly ex-
presses something they didn't want anyone to know. Essentially, any argument or problem 
caused originally by someone expressing their opinion, idea, or something they feel the general 
public should know, has just started simply because of indifferences. Indifferences can be about 
anything, from opinions about 
celebrities on social media, to more important and serious topics. Like human rights, including 
gender, gay or educational equalities. From there, anything from a small argument or disagree-
ment, to violent protests or wars could possibly occur. 
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MESSAGE FOR      

PARENTS—

STUDENTS LEAV-

ING EARLY 

If you need to pick up 

your child early from 

school: 

Write them out a note 

in the morning. 

Tell your child to take 

the note to the office 

before roll call in the 

morning. 

The office staff will is-

sue your child with an 

Early Leavers Note 

which allows them to 

leave class at the 

nominated time. 

Your child will be able 

to leave class at that 

time and will be sitting 

in the foyer waiting for 

you when you arrive. 

REMINDER—EVERY 

WEDNESDAY ALL   

STUDENTS FINISH 

AT 2.25pm 

 

THE QHHS UNI-

FORM SHOP IS 

OPEN EVERY MON-

DAY MORNING 

FROM 8.10—9.30AM 
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So, now that’s out of the way, what about solutions? 
Well, in this case it’s not so simple. Human 
beings themselves have to learn that every single one of 
us is different. We have different views, 
ideas, and opinions, even if it’s just in the slightest. Once 
we get the hang of that, the hardest part 
comes into play – accepting it, as well as trying to re-
solve said problems so that its fair and everyone 
is at least somewhat happy. That seems so simple, 
doesn't it? 
 
At the end of the day, the term ‘freedom of speech’ or 
even just speaking out (and its many forms) 
might as well just be non-existent if people are getting 
shut off for having an unpopular opinion. I feel 
like the following quote by Winston Churchill supports 
this best, stating - “Some people’s idea of 
[free speech] is that they are free to say what they like, 
but if anyone says anything back, that is an 
outrage”. This takes us back to the third paragraph, and 
also kind of makes you think- How are we 
treating others as soon as they say their ideas? Aren't 
we just creating more problems by generating 
arguments, and not actually thinking about the original 
topic? 
 
Yeah, it would be great if there were no worries, no 
problems. But you have to start somewhere, and maybe 
one day in the future there will barely be any problems. 
For now society just has to keep learning and growing, 
because as scary as it is, nothing will be done if we are 
silent. Nothing will be done if we don’t speak out. Who 
knows; you may not be alone. 
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ICAS COMPETITION RESULTS 2014 

To all students who participated in the examinations: Well done for achieving academic excel-

lence. You have shown yourselves to be SMART students of Quakers Hill High. 

Students who received Participation Certificates are as follows. 

 
 

 

 

 

Year Subject Name 
  

10 Mathematics Satwick Chodisetti 

10 Mathematics Justin Acuesta 

9 Mathematics Jason Bailey 

7 Mathematics Kopal Mathur 

7 Mathematics Jordan Manalo 

7 Mathematics Kristina Krsteva 

7 Mathematics Fleur Coolen 

10 English Satwick Chodisetti 

8 English Janani Krishnar 

7 English Shubham Sharma 

7 English Joshua Lui 

7 Spelling Shubham Sharma 

8 Science Janani Krishnar 

10 Science Kavya Mathur 

10 Science Chloe Silva 

10 Science Satwick Chodisetti 

7 Science Laura Towell 

7 Science Kopal Mathur 

7 Science Iordan Ayyad 

7 Science Billie Farla 

10 Computer Skills Satwick Chodisetti 

10 Computer Skills Justin Acuesta 

10 Computer Skills Steven Woodward 

8 Computer Skills Matthew Reichstein 

7 Computer Skills Jordan Manalo 
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The following students are recognised for outstanding achievement in the competitions. 

 
 

Year Achievement Subject Name 
  

10 Distinction Mathematics Kaitlyn Hockey 

7 Distinction Mathematics Iordan Ayyad 

10 Distinction Science Corey Dickson 

7 Distinction Science Oliver Turner 

7 Distinction Computer Skills Iordan Ayyad 

10 Credit Mathematics Kavya Mathur 

10 Credit Mathematics Sameesh Gupta 

10 Credit Mathematics Matthew Fleming 

7 Credit Mathematics Joshua Lui 

7 Credit Mathematics Oliver Turner 

7 Credit Mathematics Shubham Sharma 

7 Credit English Jordan Manalo 

7 Credit English Fleur Coolen 

7 Credit English Iordan Ayyad 

7 Credit Spelling Taylor Scott 

7 Credit Spelling Jordan Manalo 

7 Credit Spelling Fleur Coolen 

7 Credit Spelling Iordan Ayyad 

10 Credit Science Kaitlyn Hockey 

10 Credit Science Sameesh Gupta 

10 Credit Science Matthew Fleming 

7 Credit Science Madeline Rochester 

7 Credit Science Fleur Coolen 

7 Credit Science Shubham Sharma 

7 Credit Science Dylan Quattromani 

10 Credit Computer Skills Kaitlyn Hockey 

7 Credit Computer Skills Joshua Lui 

7 Merit Mathematics Mitchell Schubert 

10 Merit English Kaitlyn Hockey 

10 Merit English Justin Acuesta 

QHHS Contact 
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MAKE MATHS LEARNING  -  FUN 
 

 Make maths a game – Make your child consider maths not as work but as a game that 

can be played like computer games, sports or fun board games. Use digital games, apps 

and numerous websites as resources for making maths a game. There are numerous ac-

tivity books that make maths fun, as well as websites where you can download.  

 Integrate maths into fun activities – Find out what games or activities your child enjoy, 

and integrate maths into it. If your child loves to bake or cook with you, for example, you 

can have your child measure ingredients. If your child loves sports, teach him or her about 

the numbers used in sports such as scores, batting average, percentage of wins, and so 

on. 

 Make maths real and meaningful – We are surrounded by real maths problems in the 

form of money, measurement, time and others.  Point this out to your child as you go with 

him or her through life.  .. 

 Give a reward when your child masters maths skills like counting, doing addition, subtrac-

tion, multiplication or division or does well in exams, give your child a reward.  The reward 

does not have to be expensive.  It could be a special dessert or an extra hour watching TV.  

Make sure rewards are attached to a specific goal or accomplishment and not used incon-

sistently or inappropriately. 

 Make maths a fun competition – You can play maths games with a group of kids of simi-

lar ages, making a quiz show with points given to the child who is first to say the correct 

answer to a maths problem.  
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SWIM SCHOOL 2014 

Swim School is on in 2014 for both Year 7 and Year 8. During this time staff and students travel 

to Blacktown Pool and participate in a swim and survive program that lasts for 1 week for each 

year group.   

Year 7 is on during week 7 of Term 4 (Monday 17th – Friday 21stNovember) 

Year 8 is on during week 8 of Term 4 (Monday 24th-Friday 28th November) 

The program caters for all levels from non-swimmers to competent swimmers. Students are 

asked to indicate their swimming ability on the permission note which has been handed out be-

fore it is returned to the front office. Aquatics is a compulsory component of the Year 7 

PDHPE program and all students are expected to attend. There will be NO formal lessons 

at school for Year 7 or 8 during the week their year group is at swim school.  The emphasis 

of the program is on personal survival and rescue techniques. In a country where there are so 

many drownings at the beach and in backyard pools it is of great importance that our students are 

confident in and around water.  

Some students say that they can swim so they don’t need to attend. This is not the case, as by 

attending each student will achieve a Certificate of Achievement indicating the level of their com-

petency from RSLSA as well also learning survival and resuscitation techniques.  This is extreme-

ly important as quite often you may need to save the life of someone else. This could be some-

one in your family or a complete stranger. A couple of years ago a former student from QHHS 

was walking down to Stanhope Shops when he saw a mother and father who had a young 

child with them who had stopped breathing. They were in a panic, however the ex-student 

calmly took control of the situation, used CPR training that he had just learnt from the 

swim school program and saved the life of the young child. The ex-student received a 

large write up in two local newspapers and he also received an award for bravery.  

Times: Roll call as normal. Students will then be transported to the pool by bus. Students will 

return to school by 3:00pm.  

Cost: $65 – Swim & Survive Award $70 – Bronze Star & $75 for Bronze Medallion 

(Yr8’s) (approval required for both of these-see Mr Barry)  

Cost includes pool entry, bus fare and awards from the Royal Lifesaving Australia.   

Requirements: 

 School uniform is not required but students are expected to be appropriately dressed e.g. T-

shirt, shorts and footwear. 

 Towel, swimmers and warm clothes (tracksuit) 

 30+ sunscreen, hat, additional T-shirt to wear in the pool. 

Some students will be required to bring and wear additional clothing into the water as part of 

their award, however, their instructor will inform them accordingly. 

Other:  

 Students will be supervised at all times by staff however staff will not be responsible for 

large sums of money or valuables. 

 Canteen facilities will be available during recess and lunch times. 
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 All students are required to follow the SMART expectations of QHHS for the duration of 

the Swim and Survive program. Failure to comply may result in exclusion from the pro-

gram without refund. 

 

Mr Blench- HT PDHPE 
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SUPPORT UNIT INFORMATION 

SWIM SCHOOL 

Our Year 7 and 8 students have been attending Swim School at Blacktown Leisure Centre 

over the last three Wednesdays. I was delighted to see how well they were all participating 

and enjoying the sessions this week. After the lessons they thoroughly enjoyed going into the 

wave pool and finishing off with a well-deserved tasty lunch. They have two more sessions to 

go.  

SCHOOL SPECTACULAR 

One of our School Spectacular students - Brad, attended his first practice session on Wednes-

day. He had a great day and met new friends. These practice sessions will continue each 

week until the actual performances take place on Friday 28th and Saturday 29th November. 

We look forward to seeing fabulous performances from Brad and Cooper.  

ANNUAL REVIEW MEETINGS 

Our Support Unit Annual Review Meetings commence today and will continue on Monday and 

Tuesday of next week. We look forward to seeing our Year 7, 8 and 9 parents.  

TRANSITION TO WYNDHAM 

10W continue their transition to Wyndham next Thursday 6th November. They will join all Year 

10 when they have Orientation to Wyndham on Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th November and 

they will have an additional day on Wednesday 19th November. Just a reminder to parents, 

could you please return the permission note by Wednesday 5th November.  

YEAR 6 ORIENTATION DAY 

Our new students commencing in 2015 will have their first Orientation morning next Friday 7th 

November from 9.30am till 12.30pm. We look forward to seeing them and getting to know 

them more.  Their second Orientation morning will be on Wednesday 19th November. 

10W WORK EXPERIENCE 

During Week 6, 10W will commence their work experience placement from Monday to Friday. 

Placement paperwork will reach parents next week (after collection from work sites).  This pa-

perwork will need completing by parents prior to work experience starting.   

Mrs Jennifer Payne 

Support Unit Head Teacher 
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THE 2014 CAPA SHOWCASE 

The Wait Is Over… 

ROAR is loud, proud, and thoroughly entertaining!! 

  

Our 2014 production premiers next week, as our dancers, actors, singers, musicians and 

artists showcase their creative genius on Tuesday the 4th and Wednesday the 5th of Novem-

ber in ‘Roar’. These two evenings will feature the diverse voices of our emerging artists, as 

they explore their passions, share their talents and discover their collective power for crea-

tive self-expression.  

With so much to say, and so much to see, we’re opening the doors to our exhibition a little 

earlier this year, to allow our audience to revel at the colossal amount of arresting work pro-

duced by our capable student art makers. The doors will now open at 5:00 pm; our trusty 

Front of House Crew will ensure your smooth entry into the venue and if you still require tick-

ets, they can be purchased at the door. You can savour the salty flours of fresh popcorn, the 

aroma of fresh coffee, the taste of delectable cookies, chips, and chocolates and the refresh-

ing taste of an icy can of soft drink when you visit our Quakers Café each performance night.  

Remember that you also need to do something good for yourself as we rush towards the 

Christmas season, so perhaps purchasing a CAPA Showcase Raffle ticket will win you that 

iFly in-door skydiving adventure you’ve always wanted, or a beauty care pack to keep you 

looking your best or a voucher to keep your car tip top or your garden looking lush this sum-

mer. With so much on offer and so many opportunities to win, this raffle is pretty irresistible. 

Tickets can be purchased each night for $1 for a single ticket or $8 for 10. 

A keepsake program featuring highlights of the night can be purchased for a mere $5, this 

way you can keep a little piece of this showstopper with you always. 

We look forward to seeing you at the show next week and seeing our hard work come to frui-

tion in a stellar performance and exhibition.  

Tickets can be purchased by students at the front office, or alternatively, at the door on the 

performance evenings.  

How to Order Your CAPA Showcase Tickets: 
 
Collect your ‘2014 CAPA Showcase Ticket Order Form’ from the front office, download it 

from the school website or use the copy included within this edition of Contact, then follow 

the steps below… 
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Step Two:  Present your completed copy of the ‘2014 CAPA Showcase Ticket Order Form’ to 

the Front Office Staff when finalising your ticket purchases. 
Step Three:  Present your receipt, and this form, to the Social Science Staff (at lunch) to select 

specific seats for the evening(s) you have nominated. Tickets will be distributed by 

the Social Science Staff only when they see evidence of payment. (Do not misplace 

your receipt!) 

Step Four: Bring your tickets to your chosen event and have a rip roaring night of stellar en-

tertainment. 

 

TERM 4 CAPA Showcase Rehearsal Schedule 

Example Only 

Example Only 

EVENT COST TICKETS RE-
QUIRED TOTAL DUE 

‘Roar’ 2014 CAPA Showcase 
Tuesday the 4th of November 

Adult = $15 x 1 $15 

Child = $10 x 2 $20 

‘Roar’ 2014 CAPA Showcase 
Wednesday the 5th of November 

Adult = $15 x 1 $15 

Child = $10 x 0 Nil 

TOTAL DUE: $50 

TERM 4 – WEEK 4         SATURDAY the 1st of NOVEMBER             ‘TECHICAL RUN’ 

TIME   

9:00 am – 4:00 pm 
MANDATORY REHEARSAL 

All Cast and Backstage Crew are to meet in the Hall for our ‘Technical Run’ briefing,  
before we begin to run through the show in its entirety x 3. 

TERM 4 – WEEK 4         SUNDAY the 2nd of NOVEMBER             ‘DRESS REHEARSAL’ 

TIME ALL CAST + BACKSTAGE CREW 

10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
MANDATORY REHEARSAL 

All Cast and Backstage Crew are to meet in the Hall for our ‘Technical Run’ briefing,  
before we begin to run through the show in its entirety x 3. 

TERM 4 – WEEK 5         MONDAY the 3rd of NOVEMBER             ‘PS + RETIREMENT MATINEE’ 

TIME ALL CAST + BACKSTAGE CREW + MAKE-UP CREW + SELECT FOH CREW 

8:45 am – 12::45 pm 
  

(Matinee runs from 
10:25 am – 12:30 pm) 

All Cast, Backstage, Make-up Crew & select FOH Crew are to quickly have their names marked off in 
Roll Call, before going to the Hall for a morning briefing to again recap the Matinee Running Order 

(which is an abbreviated version of the main show). 
  

Students will then quickly change, apply any required make-up, before we undertake a brief technical 
run through with the cast marking their pieces and their entrances. 

  
All students and staff will return to class for Periods 5 & 6. 
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TERM 4 – WEEK 5         TUESDAY the 4th of NOVEMBER             ‘OPENING NIGHT’ 

TIME ALL CAST + BACKSTAGE CREW + MAKE-UP CREW + FOH CREW 

4:45 pm 
FOH Crew begin ticket sales, as the doors open early for the Exhibition 
FOH Crew begin preparing the Quakers Café – Coffee Machines + Popcorn machines + store layout 

5:45 pm 
Make-up Crew are available to assist with performer’s preparation 
Pre-show performers check in with Mr Brooks and undertake an audio-check 

6:00 pm 

Pre-show entertainment begins 
Food/drink sales begin 
All performers arrive and move to the ‘Green Room’ (the Performance Space) and check in with their 
coordinating teachers 

6:52 pm 
Pre-show entertainment concludes 
Performance count-down commences 

7:00 pm ACT 1 BEGINS 

8:25 pm 

INTERMISSION 
Exhibition time 
Light Installation Performance/Procession begins from CAPA Quad Area 
Mid-show entertainment begins in Hall 
Food & drink sales begin outside kitchenette 
Raffle draw – Lauretta Claus 

9:00 pm 
ACT 2 BEGINS 
Café pack-up begins 
Installation work returned to CAPA 

10:40 pm 

Show finishes 
Strike Set 
Move stage back to the Performance Space 
Pack-up Hall and Performance Space 
Move Art-boards to the Performance Space 

 
TERM 4 – WEEK 5         WEDNESDAY the 5th of NOVEMBER             ‘CLOSING NIGHT’ 

TIME ALL CAST + BACKSTAGE CREW + MAKE-UP CREW + FOH CREW 

4:45 pm 
FOH Crew begin ticket sales, as the doors open early for the Exhibition 
FOH Crew begin preparing the Quakers Café – Coffee Machines + Popcorn machines + store layout 

5:45 pm 
Make-up Crew are available to assist with performer’s preparation 
Pre-show performers check in with Mr Brooks and undertake an audio-check 

6:00 pm 

Pre-show entertainment begins 
Food/drink sales begin 
All performers arrive and move to the ‘Green Room’ (the Performance Space) and check in with their 
coordinating teachers 

6:52 pm 
Pre-show entertainment concludes 
Performance count-down commences 

7:00 pm ACT 1 BEGINS 

8:25 pm 

INTERMISSION 
Exhibition time 
Light Installation Performance/Procession begins from CAPA Quad Area 
Mid-show entertainment begins in Hall 
Food & drink sales begin outside kitchenette 
Raffle draw – Lauretta Claus 

9:00 pm 
ACT 2 BEGINS 
Café pack-up begins 
Installation work returned to CAPA 

10:40 pm 

Show finishes 
Strike Set 
Move stage back to the Performance Space 
Pack-up Hall and Performance Space 
Move Art-boards to the Performance Space 
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IMPROVING LITERACY AND NATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS 

The Improving Literacy and National Partnerships Literacy Team is hard at work this term 

developing a Year 7 Digital Literacy program, in collaboration with Mr Michael Brooks (Head 

Teacher, Information Technology). This exciting new program will be implemented from the 

start of 2015 in all Year 7 classes, with one period per fortnight dedicated to the program.  

With literacy being the critical bedrock for understanding and accessing digital technology, 

and with the school-wide focus on the development of comprehension skills, digital literacy 

instruction is a logical progression of the endeavours of the ILNNP Team. Digital literacy 

and literacy work in conjunction with each other as sources of information continue to be-

come increasingly available (and often, only) in digital format. With online media, including 

social media, becoming more prevalent and gaining increasing relevance and importance  

in the lives of 21st century learners it is imperative that students are provided with appropri-

ate skill-sets to  access, comprehend and research using search engines safely and accu-

rately to access information for a range of purposes. The Digital Literacy program will pro-

vide students with the tools required to be competent, confident and capable users of re-

search technologies with the program striving to engage students in self-paced learning, in 

a guided environment, that is relevant to their needs as both learners and members of an 

increasingly digital information society. 

 

Year 7 students will be presented with 20 high interest lessons throughout the year, with 

each lesson encompassing the following aspects based on a specified topic:  

 Unpacking (this involves understanding the question) 

 Searching (this includes searching for, and verifying, sources of information from the 

internet) 

 Reading & Selecting (this involves reading and choosing appropriate information to 

address the task) 

 Summarising (this includes retelling the information using own words) 

 

The lessons cater for individual student needs, with optional extension components that will 

further develop summarising skills: 

Name and Define (using nouns and technical language to introduce the topic) 

 Describe (using adjectives, adverbs and technical language to expand upon the topic) 

 Explain (using cause and effect terms, and text connectives to link information result-

ing from online research) 

 Evaluate (using judgemental phrases to support explanations, summarise the topic 

and address the requirements of the initial task) 

 

We are thoroughly enjoying devising and writing this exciting program and extend our sin-

cere thanks to Mr Brooks for his invaluable technological expertise, enthusiasm and dedica-

tion to the initiative. Please don’t hesitate to contact us at any time if you would like further 

information about our new endeavour – we’d be more than happy to share our ideas and 

thoughts with you. 

QHHS: Literacy National Partnerships Team 
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PRINCIPAL’S AWARDS 

Year 10  Sally Clark, Andrea Deller (Silver),  

   Pita Faulalo (Bronze),  

   Kaitlyn Hockey (Gold) 

 

 

 

 

 

The annual SRC Slave Day is approaching. Slave Day is a day when SRC representatives 

are auctioned off to staff and students to be their personal helper for ONE day. As your slave 

the SRC student can do all your classwork, buy your lunch from the canteen, carry your be-

longings around and sit with you at recess and lunch. To claim your slave you must be the 

highest bidder on the day of the Auction. 

The auction will be held on Friday the 7th of November (Week 5) in the Performance space. 

All of the 2014 SRC students will be auctioned on this day.  

On Friday the 14th of November (Week 6) the highest bidder of each person will receive their 

slave for the day to complete their tasks.  

The money raised during this will go to-

wards the school to help fund future pro-

grams. Don’t forget to bring your money 

on the day. 

There are 25 slaves; below is a photo of 

some of them. Happy bidding! 

 

  

SRC SLAVE DAY  
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YEAR 9 FAST FORWARD STUDENTS EXPERIENCE THEIR 
FIRST UNIVERSITY DAY AT UWS! 

 
 
On Friday 17 October, Year 9 Fast Forward students attended the University of Western Syd-
ney’s Parramatta Campus for their first, exciting and energy charged University Day. Thank you 
to Mr Kantek who gave up his time to accompany the students for the day. 
 
To begin the day, students participated in an Aspirations and Barriers Workshop, where they rec-
ognised their individual strengths and achievements, learnt how to set effective future goals and 
then brainstormed ways to overcome potential barriers that they may encounter. 
 
Through the middle of the day students competed in the Fast Forward Amazing Race which pro-
vided them with an opportunity to discover and learn about the range of services and facilities 
that a university campus has to offer. Students worked in teams to decipher clues which directed 
them around the campus whilst completing a variety of different challenges in the hope that they 
might be the race winners! 
 
The students then took part in a Careers Workshop in which they completed a short quiz to re-
veal their personality type; they then discovered that there are a myriad of jobs that actually suit 
their personality as they explored possible future careers. To conclude the day, students heard 
from a panel of current UWS students who discussed their journey to university and what univer-
sity life is really like. 
 
Congratulations to the following students who attended on the day and represented Quakers Hill 
High School with distinction: Kayla Auld-Schuch, Jaimie Bonsall, Kane Dezius, Tarneil 
Duroux, Josh Frith, Joshua Hazell, Jackson Jones, Nikolas Savage, Tamara Savage, Luke 
Sim, Jayden Thompson. 
 
The following email was received this week from Mark Chircop, UWS Fast Forward Project Of-
ficer: 
 

Dear QHHS, 
 

 

 

I would just like to pass on a big thank you from everyone in the Fast Forward 
team for the enthusiasm and outstanding behaviour displayed by your Year 9 

Regards, 
 
Mark Chircop | Project Officer, Fast Forward Program 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENT TAXFILE NUMBER PROGRAM –  

THE EASY WAY TO GET A TAX FILE NUMBER 

Parent Information Letter 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

The Australian Taxation Office (ATO), with the cooperation of schools, offers 
students aged 13 years or over the opportunity to apply for a tax file number 
(TFN) through school. This is a voluntary program and makes it easier for 
students to obtain a TFN.  Students need a TFN for employment, applying for 
Centrelink benefits, opening a bank account or deferring university fees. 

Applying for a TFN through school is easier because students do not need to 
show identifying documentation to the ATO. The application form is available 
from the school and students can complete it at home. The form requires in-
formation such as the student’s name, address and date of birth. Students 
also need to provide the following details: 

students born in Australia will need to provide their 

–birth certificate number, state of issue and year of registration, or 

–Australian passport number and date of issue. 

students born overseas will need to provide their 

–overseas passport number and country of issue, or  

–Australian citizenship certificate number and date of issue, or 

–Australian passport number and date of issue. 

It is important that the application form is fully completed and signed by the 

student. All information provided on the form will remain confidential. 

The school will certify the application form by cross-checking against the in-
formation held on their records. Students are not required to show identifying 
documentation to school or the ATO. 

PLEASE NOTE: Quakers Hill High School will post completed applica-
tions to the ATO 2-3 times each term (approximately every 3 weeks). 
Students will receive their TFN via a notification letter sent to their postal ad-
dress within 28 days of the application being received by the ATO.  

Enquiring on your child’s behalf 

Due to privacy provisions, parents of children aged 14 or older may enquire 
about their children’s tax affairs only if they are registered as an authorised 
contact with the ATO. After your child has received their TFN they can author-
ise you by phoning the ATO on 13 28 61 between 8.00am and 6.00pm, Mon-
day to Friday. For more information – Contact Mr Hutton at QHHS on 

9837 1533. 
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EMAIL ADDRESS REQUEST 
 

Greetings Parents and Carers 

  

I am sure that you would agree that effective communication between the school and home is important. One 
means of communication is the school newsletter ‘Contact’. 

 

We have been concerned for some time that our Contact newsletter is not as effective in communicating as 
we would wish.  It often does not reach home, lost without trace at the bottom of a school bag and sometimes 
our teenagers actively prevent the school communicating with you as parents and carers. 

On top of this is the notion that a paper newsletter is expensive (over $5000 every year) and given the in-
creasing number of parents who use email and actually prefer it, we really need to get with the times and 
communicate with parents electronically. Of course, a paper version would still be available for those who 
require it. 

Be assured that we are not aiming to overflow your IN tray with school emails. 

We would like to start sending out newsletters by email thus ensuring that they reach the desired destination 
and saving money which would be better spent on resources for your children. 

 

Please carefully and legibly complete the following and return it to school with your child. 

 

 

Lauretta Claus 

Principal 

February 2014 

 

--------------"--------------------"--------------------"--------------------"--------------------"--------------------"-------------- 

 

QUAKERS HILL HIGH SCHOOL - EMAIL ADDRESS REQUEST 

 
CHILD NAME: ___________________________________ YEAR: ______ 

 

PARENT’S EMAIL ADDRESS: 

 

 

 

PARENT/CARER SIGNATURE: ________________________________ 

                                                         

@ 
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 CHANGE OF PERSONAL DETAILS FOR STUDENTS 

(PLEASE PRINT) 

 

NAME OF STUDENT:          

 

YEAR:    ________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:           

 

             

 

HOME PHONE:           

 

WORK PHONE:  _____________________________________ 

 

MOBILE NO:  _____________________________________ 

 

CARER 1 NAME: _____________________________________ 

 

PHONE/MOBILE:          

 

CARER 2 NAME: __________________________________  

 

PHONE/MOBILE:          

 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS: ________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

MEDICAL PROBLEMS (IF ANY) ____________________________ 

 

Signed:           Date:       



Page 35 

70 Lalor Road  

Quakers Hill NSW 2763  

Phone: (02) 9837 1533  

Fax: (02) 9837 1747 

email: quakershil-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Website: www.quakershil-h.schools.nsw.edu.au 

Principal: Mrs Lauretta Claus 

Quakers Hill High School 

 

 


