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EXECUTIVE CONFERENCE 

 
Recently the school executive held its Annual Executive Confer-
ence at the Olympic site in Homebush Bay. The 2 day conference 
was devoted to preparation for the new National Curriculum and 
reviewing the school’s Assessment and Reporting Practices. Our 
HT PDHPE, David Blench, did a wonderful job collecting resources, 
investigating best practice and presenting to his colleagues; how 
we can improve our assessment of student’s learning. Our Acting 
Deputy Principal, Karen Critchley, led the executive team through 
the changes that the new National Curriculum brings as well as or-
ganising the actual conference. A big thank you to both of them. 
 
As a follow up, the staff will be attending KLA-based professional 
learning organised by Head Teachers across the Nirimba Learning 
Community (8 local high schools) around the new National Curricu-
lum on our first Staff Development Day Term 2 (Monday 29th April) 
The second Staff Development Day (Tuesday 30th April ) will be our 
staff back at school looking at current assessment tasks and units 
of work that need to written to align with the new National Curricu-
lum. 

SMART EXPECTATIONS 

Over the past few weeks the senior executive has been spending a 
lot of time with students who have been struggling to adhere to our 
SMART expectations. Theses conversations may be around non-
completion of work, lateness to school, failure to wear the correct 
uniform and disrespectful behaviour in the playground and class-
room. 
 
So a gentle reminder for every one of what our SMART code 

means and I would encourage all parents to discuss these things 

with their children as my points below are some of the things that 

are leading to children getting into trouble at school: 
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CONTACT 
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22 March 

Contact issued 
School Cross Country 

 
25—27 March 
Year 7 Camp 

 
25 March 

“Legs on the Wall”  
incursion Yrs 9 & 10 

 
26 March 

Agriculture excursion to 
Royal Easter Show 

Collegiate Cup Yrs 8&10 
 

27 March 
Year 8 History incursion 

 
2—5 April 

20th Anniversary celebra-
tions 

 
3 April 

Collegiate Cup Yrs 7 & 10 
 

4 April 
Year 7 & 9 vaccinations 

Collegiate Cup Years 7 & 8 
 

4—5 April 
CHS Swimming Carnival 
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SUCCEEDING IN SCIENCE 
Encouraging your teen to ask questions and helping them find the answers is top of the list in helping 
them to succeed in science. Find out more: http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/
other-subjects-and-projects/science/helping-your-teenager-succeed-in-science 
 

FACTS ABOUT TUTORS 
Private tutoring to give kids a helping hand in their schooling is a growing business. However, it's also 
an area where parents can be vulnerable to bogus offers and misleading advertising. Find out more:  
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/homework-tips/facts-about-tutors 
 

YEAR 10 SUBJECT SELECTION 
In Year 10 students are asked to select subjects for Years 11 and 12. Here are some tips to help your 
teen choose well. Find out more: http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/planning-for
-the-future/year-10-subject-selection 
 

SAFE  Being in the right place at the right time 
 Wearing correct uniform every day, especially the correct shoes 

and having your sports uniform to change into 
 Adhering to the “hands off” policy 
 Walking around school traffic areas 
 Following safety practices and procedures in the school spe-

cialist rooms – science labs, food labs, workshops, etc. 
 Providing a note to explain absences from school, on your re-

turn 

MOTIVATED  Bringing the correct equipment and books to school every day – 
this means packing your bag the night before 

 Writing your timetable down in your diary so you don’t lose it 
 Using your diary to record homework and assessment tasks 
 Getting involved in the school’s many extra-curricular activities 

ACADEMIC  Completing ALL work to the best of your ability and seeking out 
assistance if unsure or experiencing difficulties 

 Accessing the school’s “Homework Club” or “Learning Centre” if 
necessary 

 Being on “time” to every lesson so you do not miss out on valu-
able material 

 Make an effort to catch up on work missed through absence 
from school 

RESPECTFUL  Being polite and cooperative in the classroom and all other 
learning spaces 

 Following teacher’s instructions at all times 
 Ensuring that your behaviour does not disrupt the learning of 

others 
 Realise that everyone learns at different rates 

TOLERANT  Understand that everyone is different and this difference should 
be celebrated 

 Realise the school population is very large and this may require 
you to be patient and wait your turn 

 Communicate any frustration you may be experiencing to a 
member of staff – do not try to resolve something on your own 
while at school 

http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/other-subjects-and-projects/science/helping-your-teenager-succeed-in-science
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/other-subjects-and-projects/science/helping-your-teenager-succeed-in-science
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/homework-tips/facts-about-tutors
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/planning-for-the-future/year-10-subject-selection
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/planning-for-the-future/year-10-subject-selection
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A CRASH COURSE IN POETRY APPRECIATION 
 
Understanding why an author uses certain words or structures in their poetry can help your teenager 
enjoy the English subject and give greater depth to their writing and language skills. Find out more:  
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/en/homework-and-study/english/english-tips/a-crash-course-in-
poetry-appreciation-for-your-high-schooler  
 

FAST FORWARD AWARDS CEREMONY 

On Monday night I had the privilege of participating in the UWS Year 9 “Fast Forward” Awards Cere-
mony at the UWS Campus in Parramatta. Our Year 9 students selected to this program will attend spe-
cial sessions at the UWS campus as well as being mentored by UWS staff back here at school. The pro-
gram is designed to target  diligent students who demonstrate the leadership capabilities and aca-
demic potential to aspire to tertiary education. In 2013 our wonderful representatives are: Gemma 
Deering, Adem Gundes, Jarrod Mathew, Toni McLean, Elizabeth Micallef, Sarah Mottram, Sean Mul-
vany, Lachlan Nolland, Brendan Reid, Maddison Smith, Kasey Vincent, Matthew Walker, Erin Warner, 
Tyra Wilson. 

Have a great week 

Lauretta Claus, Principal 

 

 

http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/en/homework-and-study/english/english-tips/a-crash-course-in-poetry-appreciation-for-your-high-schooler
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/en/homework-and-study/english/english-tips/a-crash-course-in-poetry-appreciation-for-your-high-schooler
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VACCINATIONS SCHEDULE 

Thursday 4
th
 April 2013 Yr7, 1

st
 Dose HPV (All students) 

                                                Yr7, 1st Dose Hep B 

                                                Yr9, 1st Dose HPV (Boys only) 

Friday 14th June 2013  Yr7, 2nd Dose HPV (All students) 

                                                Yr7, dTpa 

                                                Yr9, 2nd Dose HPV (Boys only) 

Friday 2nd August 2013  Yr7, Varicella 

Friday 18th October 2013         Yr7, 3rd Dose HPV (All students) 

                                                 Yr7, 2nd Dose Hep B 

      Yr9, 3rd Dose HPV (Boys only) 

This program is only free when delivered via the school program run by the Department of Health. 

If your child has not brought home the Vaccinations Forms please ask them to collect it from Mrs Brakell 

in the Welfare Department. Forms are due back by 28th March 2013 and to be placed in the front office in 

a Vaccinations box provided. 

Please be aware any enquiries about the program, especially those of a medical nature, should be made 

to the Department of Health on this number: 9840 3603. 
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