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VOLUME 20—ISSUE 16 

Welcome back everyone to Term 4. This term is historically a busy 

one with exams, Semester 2 reports, orientation days, swim 

school, planning for 2013 and of course, the formal celebrations of 

the school year – the Year 10 Formal, Graduation and Presentation 

Day. We have also introduced another formal event which will be 

our School Service Assembly on Thursday 13th December, which 

will be a formal occasion that recognises all the wonderful students 

who assist and provide a service to the school throughout the 

school year. Parents will receive invitations in the mail if their child 

is the recipient of awards at any of these formal assemblies. 

ENHANCEMENTS TO THE SCHOOL GROUNDS 

Over the holiday break there have been some significant enhance-

ments to the school grounds with landscaping work completed up 

between block G and H, as well as exterior painting across the 

school and painting of the student toilets. There is still more paint-

ing to be completed and also the cleaning of the colourbond walls 

of the library and school hall. These efforts to improve the school 

grounds reflect the school’s commitment to make the learning envi-

ronment for all our students, a warm, inclusive and comfortable 

one. 

We continue to have to monitor graffiti across the school as unfor-

tunately there are a few students who engage in this anti-social be-

haviour. Mr Stamatis in the Welfare faculty is currently running a 

program “Create Art Not Tags” to support students who have en-

gaged in graffiti in the past. We are hoping this sort of proactive 

approach will encourage all students to support and maintain a 

positive learning environment. 

PARENT TEACHER EVENING 

Many thanks to Mr Paul Sultana for organizing our Year 7 Parent 

Teacher Evening and thank you also to the parents who came up 

to the school to discuss your child’s progress. Any parent who was 

unable to attend please feel free to call and make an appointment 

to meet with either your child’s classroom teacher or House Advis-

er. 
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CONTACT 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

22—26 October 
Exam week 7-10 

 
22 October 

Year 9 Exams 
English Periods 3 & 4 
Maths Periods 5 & 6 

 
23 October 

Year 9 Exams 
HSIE Periods 1 & 2 

Science Periods 3 & 4 
 

25 October 
Walk to Wyndham—ATSI 

students 
 

29-30 October 
Peer Support training 

 
2 November 

Contact Issued 
 

7 November 
Accelerated parent  

evening—library 6-7pm 
 

8 November 
Year 10 Collegiate exams 

English & Science 
 

9 November 
Year 10 Collegiate exams 

Maths & History/Geog. 
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OUTSTANDING ATTENDANCE TERM 3 

The following students have received special letters of commendation for outstanding attendance in 

Term 3. That means they have not missed attending school all term. Regular and timely student at-

tendance continues to be a priority at Quakers Hill High School and Mr Nash, working hard with the 

Welfare team, Mrs Cooper and Mr Somerset, continue to strive for all students to be at school on time 

at least 85% of the time. Congratulations to the following Stage 5 students:  Jeffrey Relf, Tarandeep 

Sahota, Karlie Scott, Brandon Kousanon, Jason Lee, Jack Steel, Brandon Dare, Chester Estrella, 

Emily Sunderland, Aleisha Thompson, Guy Watson, Emily Huang, Georgia Lee, Gabrielle Agujo, 

Mazehar Ahmadian, Sean Bernal, Courtney Blazevic, Alex Blundell, Caitlin Brown, Yazmin Chimanlal-

Patel, Thomas Clark, Katelyn Commins, Anita Omoruyi-Uwaila, Ben Talintyre, Brayden Gauci, Rache-

al Hannaford, Ben Haycroft Gouda, Joshua Hinzmann, Daniel Hooke, Candice Saliba, Daniela Lu-

ongo, Benjamin Lee, Thomas McDonell, Hannah McDougall, Kelly Nigl, Selin Kement, Mai Lam, 

Brooke McCoy, Callista Banks, Stephanie Cajucom, Holly Leikvold, Zoe Savage, Jordan Walcott, 

James Delfino, Nikhil Deo, Ryan Estrella, Jacob Ferguson, Jasleen Bhatti, Avnoor Guron, Callum 

Johnson, Breanne Silva, Shubhkaran Singh, Olympia Sandford, Jai Malo SkinnerTamanitoakul, Nina 

Vukasinovic, Sally Bowers, Raquel Gerial, Brent Mula, Louise Salaa, Daniel Bedford, Samantha Al-

derman, Zilan Hashemi, Leah Nazareth, Alanna Fleming, Jason Huang, Oliver Inthavong, Bhawantha 

Jayawardena. 

SWIMMING FOR SURVIVAL 

Help keep your child safe this summer at Swim and Survive programs for all levels. The programs – 

taught by experienced, AUSTSWIM-qualified instructors – run November to February throughout 

NSW. http://www.dsr.nsw.gov.au/swimandsurvive/ 

MOVING INTO HIGH SCHOOL 

Starting high school means a new location, new friends and teachers, and new routines. In this video 

teachers talk about how you can help to make your child’s move into high school less daunting.  http://

www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/wellbeing/development/starting-year-7  

TRADES FOR GIRLS 

AUSGRID, with the support of Women NSW, is running a work experience week for high school-aged 

girls who may be interested in taking up a trade. The week is open to young women 15 years of age 

or older, currently enrolled in school or TAFE and who want to try their hand at an electrical trade. 

http://www.women.nsw.gov.au/news/items/

ausgrid_joins_campaign_to_boost_the_number_of_women_in_trades 

DEGREES AT TAFE 

If your son or daughter is planning on getting a degree at TAFE, they will need to get their applica-

tions in by October. Find out about TAFE higher education courses and how to apply: http://

www.highered.tafensw.edu.au/degrees-at-tafe/courses/index.html#.UHZeJ65Nt8E 

VOCATIONAL COURSES 

If your child is in Year 10 or 11 next year they may be keen to take up a vocational course while at 

school.  Watch the video to hear Worldskills medal winners talk about how their VETS courses have 

worked for them. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bV4dhWEN50M 

Have a good week. 

Lauretta Claus 

Principal 

http://www.dsr.nsw.gov.au/swimandsurvive/
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/wellbeing/development/starting-year-7
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/wellbeing/development/starting-year-7
http://www.women.nsw.gov.au/news/items/ausgrid_joins_campaign_to_boost_the_number_of_women_in_trades
http://www.women.nsw.gov.au/news/items/ausgrid_joins_campaign_to_boost_the_number_of_women_in_trades
http://www.highered.tafensw.edu.au/degrees-at-tafe/courses/index.html#.UHZeJ65Nt8E
http://www.highered.tafensw.edu.au/degrees-at-tafe/courses/index.html#.UHZeJ65Nt8E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bV4dhWEN50M
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 70 Lalor Road, QUAKERS HILL NSW 2763 

 (02) 9837 1533 

 (02) 9837 1747 

 quakershil-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

The paid advertisements in this newsletter are not necessarily endorsed by  

this school although we thank our sponsors for their support. 

Principal Lauretta Claus 

Deputy Principals Robert Bredin 

 Therese Hourigan  

P&C President Jannette Nigl 

School Captains Alana Duncan & Luke Agius 
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

THE COLLEGIATE CERTIFICATE – DOES IT MATTER? 

Parents would be aware that the School Certificate is no more. It has been replaced with the R.O.S.A. 

which students will receive if they exit the school system before their HSC. You would also be aware 

that our Year 10 students will sit for their Collegiate exams in Week 5 (when past students sat for their 

School Certificate). 

As an educator and school leader I try to engage students in their work and emphasise both the value 

of the R.O.S.A. and the Collegiate exams and the consequences of not performing sufficiently well at 

school. It is HUGELY annoying therefore, when I am told by a student that “it doesn’t matter” especially 

when they say that they were told this by their parents. 

1. Until students attain their HSC, the R.O.S.A. is the highest qualification they possess. An inter-

esting statistic: of the approximately 250 Quakers students who leave after Year 10, just 150 sit 

for their HSC at Wyndham  College. So for over 100 of our ex-students, the R.O.S.A. is an ex-

tremely important document. 

2. When students start in Year 11 (wherever that may be), their grades will more than likely deter-

mine who gets into classes. If 30 students want to get into a course of 20 vacancies the same 

students may not get their first choice. The Collegiate exams provide this important information 

to whichever senior school our Year 10s go to. 

3. More importantly, a good attitude towards study is not a skill that can be switched on and off at 

will. Future success, whether at TAFE, HSC, university, apprenticeship or career, is more as-

sured the earlier students develop that academic maturity. Leaving Year 10 with a slack attitude 

is a difficult habit to break. 

END-OF-YEAR-10-EXAMS: TIME TO GET FAIR DINKUM 

Some students have worked hard since their Stage 5 studies commenced in Year 9. Some started get-

ting serious in Year 10. Some still have not started. Either way, NOW is the time when the gaps in stu-

dents’ skills and knowledge can be filled. NOW is the time when revision is crucial so any disruption to 

learning NOW will be regarded even more seriously than usual. Encourage your child to be aware of 

and take advantage of revision sessions provided by staff. As just one example, I started evening sci-

ence revision sessions this Monday from 6 to 9 pm and will continue these each Monday night until the 

exams in Week 5. 
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AEROSOL DEODORANTS 

An old concern that has reared its ugly head again. Aerosol sprays are banned at this school and yet 

many students still bring them to school. 

Why do students so blatantly break school rules designed to protect them? 

Why do students not think about how their actions can affect others? 

I remember a previous occasion at our school when a student decided that it would be really smart to 

spray deodorant in the classroom. Such a pity that a friend in that class had severe asthma and re-

quired an ambulance. Imagine how YOU would feel if all of a sudden, in the safety of your classroom 

you couldn’t breathe! How would YOU feel if that was YOUR friend in that ambulance? How would 

YOU feel if it was YOUR aerosol that put them in that ambulance?  

As I say to students on assembly: “Look around you. Is that an asthma sufferer sitting next to you?  

You don’t know. But I guarantee you that in every class you go to; every time you are in the change 

room after PE or sport there are at least THREE students whose health you could damage by using 

aerosol sprays.” 

Why do students not think about how their actions can affect others? 

I challenge students to prove that they care about others by bringing to school a stick or roll-on deo-

dorant. 

Robert Bredin 

Deputy Principal (Years 8 & 10) 

HISTORY NEWS 

Later in Term 4 on 29 November Year 7 and students completing elective History will be given the 

opportunity to visit the Alexander the Great exhibition at the Australian Museum. This exhibition con-

tains over 400 items from the State Hermitage in Russia. This is one of those once in a lifetime exhi-

bitions and we will see it in the first week it arrives in Sydney. Due to the special nature of the exhibi-

tion we have ordered tickets for our students but will have to promptly return those unused for sale to 

the general public. This means no payment can be accepted after the due date for payment. The due 

date for payment is 14 November. Year 7 are strongly encouraged to see this exhibition as their first 

Year 8 topic is Ancient Greece. Any student who has not received a note, is encouraged to visit the 

staff room to pick one up.  

You can see a preview on http://www.alexandersydney.com.au/the-exhibition/about/?q=/the-
exhibition/ 
 

ROSA preparation and History. For Year 10 we will be offering ex-

tra tutorial opportunities on Thursday afternoons for those students 

who wish some extra help and tuition in preparation for the Colle-

giate exam. A timetable of events will be notified to students in class. 

In order to kick start their preparation they are encouraged to visit 

the Board of Studies website and complete the online multiple choice 

questions. This is great to learn how to read exam questions and 

how to time yourself in an exam. This also prepares them for using 

the site as a tool for the senior curriculum. You will see additional 

material on this site as they upload samples of students’ work in 

Year 11 and Year 12. This site is a great resource. 

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/ 

http://www.alexandersydney.com.au/the-exhibition/about/?q=/the-exhibition/
http://www.alexandersydney.com.au/the-exhibition/about/?q=/the-exhibition/
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WANTED—TABLE TENNIS TABLES 
Any families that may have an unwanted table tennis table at home, QHHS would gladly take 

them off your hands. We are looking for the ones with metal fold out legs that are easy to store 

(see picture below). If you have one and it could be delivered to the school, we would be very 

appreciative. 

David Blench, HT PDHPE 
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