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CALENDAR . . , L
TERM 4 The end of term four is always a very busy time with the finalisation of repgrts,
2011 preparing the 2012 timetable, the organisation of all official presentations| and

farewell assemblies and planning the 2012 school calendar. However, it is wonderfu
to be able to reflect on some of the highlights of just the last 8 weeks of our schop].

Years 11 & 12
30th November- Year 12

Formal The Year 12 Excellence Ceremony
1st December Year 7 was the first event to be held in th_e
2012 Info Night Greater Western Sydney Performin
Arts Centre and there could not hav
been a better way to both launch thi
venue and highlight the amazing
gth December School achievements from this extraordinai
== tation Day group of young men and women. Tt
16th December Last Day | incredible musical talent was again
for Students showcased with guitar virtuosos
19th & 20th December Crisanto Hipolito and Joseph Tama:
Staff Development Days| | brass specialists Vika Pinomi and S..—.
21st December School | | 1Uiaki and an outstanding acoustic version of the
Holidays Begin AO2YAO [ S2YIFINR [/ 2KSY
Tagiloa and Sepeti Taufia. The degree and de
of academic talent was also brought to light wi
the presentation of awards for excellence whic

25th November- Year 11
Graduation

5th December Year 7
2012 Orientation Day

TzERll\él 3 culminated with the announcement of Sharriff
. Rahman as Dux of Year 12. Sharriff has also
27th January Staff qualified for the final interview stage for the

award of a $5000 Jim Anderson Scholarship.
The ceremony was also the stage for the Yea
30th January First day students who were inducted into the positions

Development Day

1L ande 2012 student leaders. Congratulations
31st January Firstday | |extended to the following students who we
Years 8,9 and 10 announced as school leaders:

5th April-Term 1 Ends | | R€becca  AboChacra, Leta Aunese, Sa
Bahsin, Pheara Ban, Rachelle Doko, A
Dubloo, Jaisen Felstead, Roselle Gallon,
Have a Safe and Happy | Gonzalez, Josan Gulliab, Yousaf Khan, Je

Holiday Torculas, Natasha Walton and Dean Wri(

School Vice Captains are Jaisen Felstead ... |
W— Roselle Gallon while School Captains are Josan Gulliab and Dean Wright.

K ' Continued on next page
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Principal s Message Continued

Years 11 & 12

The Year 12 Farwell Assembly was held at Rooty Hill RSL. The evening was an outstanding success with a large
and extremely supportive audience of family and friends. The program was a wonderful balance of the
presentation of Certificates of Graduation with speeches, music and an outstanding video tribute.

We now share the anxious wait for the HSC results which will be availabld"detémber.

Two year 11 students excelled at the recent World Skills Australia, TVET competition. Roselle Gallon waq placed
first while Josan Gulliab was placed second in the entire Sydney West Region for the subject of Tourism. |Roselle
will now compete in the NSW state level of this competition. Alexander Jimenez of Year 12 was also nom|nated
for Tech 2011, the annual exhibition of outstanding Major Design Projects developed by 2011 HSC Industrial
Technology students. We are very proud of these students and their outstanding results.

Year 10

Year 10 students were a part of history when they recently completed the last School Certificate Examinalion to
be ever held. They had their Graduation/Formal at Rooty Hill RSL. It was standing room only in the Tivoli fheatre
with an estimated one thousand people in attendance. Throughout the program we were enthralled by thd
musical talents of Jeffrey Estrella, Sean Fontana, James Doan, Tylana Gatley and Taylor Spinks. It was| glso a
wonderful opportunity to acknowledge the students who received academic, sporting and special award
Special congratulations must go to Emma Stylli who was announced as the Dux of Year 10 for 2011.

2

The students of Year 10 looked splendid as they came on stage to receive their portfolios and were exemplary in
their behaviour both in the Theatre and in the Waratah room for the formal. | am confident that we will wtlress

outstanding results from this wonderful Year 10 cohort when the School Certificates arrive at the school joh
Thursday 8 December.

New Bus Bay Shelter

The construction of the bus bay shelter was
completed over the Septembédctober holidays.
This has already proven to be a welcome asset fi ;
the students who catch buses home of an afterno §
We have already experienced a number of days
extreme weather with either rain or temperatures
above 35 degrees.

ADMINISTRATION NOTICE
Please pay fees between the office hours of 8:30am and 1:30pm.
Enquiries regarding school matters between the hours of 8:15am and 3:00pm.
Thank you for youconsideration.
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School sPECtacular

The months of sacrifice through many
meetings, rehearsals, set design, costumsg
making and preparation of Visual Arts
displays finally came to fruition on Tuesdagss
1% November. There were two matinee an/®
two evening performances. pe
It was the official opening of the new
Performing Arts Centre by Plumpton
Education Community (PEC) schools and§#
was privileged to be at both the evening
performances along with the principals of
the other PEC schools. The performances were
flawless and the talent was mesmerising. We
shared a wonderful journey through Australian
icons and were amazed not only by individual
performances but also the teamwork involved by
all four schools with students from Kindergarten to
Year 12. During intermission the audience was
served refreshments by the 2012 Year 12 students.
This time also provided a great opportunity to view
an outstanding Art Show which displayed
approximately 100 individual Artworks portraying
Australian themes. In total there were over two
hundred students that played a part in the success
of this memorable event.

The pride that was witnessed by parents, staff and
students together with the countless accolades
from both parents and special guests made the
event one of the most memorable held at

Plumpton High School.

Congratulations to all staff, students and parents
that had any involvement in this incredibly
successful historical event.

You were all amazing!

Attendance SMS
The SMS system is now in place and parent/carers will receive an SMS when their child is absent for a
whole day, late to school or absent in one or more periods.

Replies to these text messages will be considered as valid explanations and the child need not bring a
note to school. Pl ease FElWlinpamb easontandyeae pl y wi t h

Parent/carers are encouraged to have their mobile contact details updated, please obtain an orange
change of details form from the school office.
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Multicultural Day

Plumpton High school is home to over 55
different  cultures and we celebraf
multicultural day every two years. The previc
2005, 2007 and 2009 events were outstanc
but this year surpassed all expectations.
different format was designed which ma
provision for all activities indoors.

Session one commenced with a full sch
laaSyote @gKSNBE GKS U
conducted by Aboriginal Elder Lexodios De
The Humanity Foundation then gave a v
insightful and thought provoking performan
2}[ LPZKIL’] Aé Iy !dZé[le\Jll\lyl\LL v N/ Qa wioa ILllLéSﬁ Gé
numerous student and staff cultural dances and performances. The session culminated in a stirrifg
NEYRAGAZ2y2 S2H NBL [dAAIGNFfAFYQ o0& ¢lFef2N {LIAyla |[gAdl
along.
Session two was in the PE hall which was converted into a giant food hall with a wide variety of Gregk,
Australian, Filipino, Mexican, Italian, Thai, Japanese, and Aboriginal cultural foods prepared by staff gnd
parents.
Session three was split into three venues with our original Performing Arts Centre hosting Zumba for
over one hundred students, the library conducting various games while the new Greater Wester
Sydney Performing Arts Centre was the venue for further cultural performances. One of the mogt
popular acts was the African Drums which had a number of our students participating.
The day was outstanding and epitomised everything that it was meant to achieve; a true celebration ¢f
cultural acceptance, tolerance and understanding. Full credit must be given to Ms Shukla and her
organising committee for a day that was full of highlights.

-

Citizenship Continuum

This successful program has been operating for a number of years. It involves students creating a
quality portfolio the provides evidence of the following criteria;

- Problem Solving & Decision Making Self Improvement -  Self Directed Learning
- School Community & Contribution - Academic Endeavour
- Effective Communication - Cooperation & Teamwork

Students from PEC schools present their work to an interview panel which adjudicates on the quality pf
work submitted. The presentation ceremony to acknowledge high quality work was held on Thursdgy
evening 17 November in the Greater Western Sydney Performing Arts Hall. Paralympian and
Blacktown Young Citizen of the year, Jayme Paris, gave an inspirational speech on her achievements
and the importance of contributing to our community. Our school captain, Dean Wright, also gave
0K2dz2K LINRP @21 Ay3a | O02dzy i 2F KA&a NBOSyd GNRLI |Gz
scholars tour.
Congratulations to all of the award recipients on their outstanding quality portfolios and to all staff who
were involved in the organisation of the program and the night. Particular mention must go to Ms Coo
who has done an amazing job driving the process.

/
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RYDA Excursion

Students of Year 12 attended the Rotary Young
Drivers Awareness course held at the Penrith ROW |z
Centre on Tuesday November. i
The information provided in this course is invaluab
in the quest to stem the disproportionate
representation of 17 to 25 year olds involved in cal
accidents. A wide variety of topics were covered
throughout the day long course. They ranged from
powerful messages and video stories about road
accidents to buying a car with appropriate safety
features.

Staff

The new Head Teacher for Creative and Performing Arts at Plumpton High School is Ms Melissa Jack
2SS FNB OSNE F2Nldzyl 46S G2 aSOdaNBE a2YS2yS 2F aa
our school. | am confident that the students of our school will benefit enormously from her expertise.
Mr Eric Jamieson has been awarded the annual Western Sydney Region Award for Educational

[ SFRSNEKALI YR (GKS b{2 S5ANBOG2NI DSYSNItQa ! gl
outstanding achievements and recognise not only six years of outstanding leadership at Plumpton Hig
School but his contributions to the Plumpton Education Community and the wider regional and state
educational communities. He is currently fulfilling a very important role in the Educational
Measurement and School Accountability Directorate (EMSAD). On behalf of the staff, students and
parents of Plumpton High School and PEC | congratulate Mr Eric Jamieson on these well deserved
awards.

End of the Year

V)
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In the next four weeks the school will host the Year 8 online ESSA test, the Year 7 Information Night gnd

Transition Day and the School Presentation Day.

The last day of the year for students will be Friday 16th December. There will be staff development
days on Monday 19and Tuesday 20December where staff will focus on professional learning and
preparation for 2012. Staff will return to school on Frida$f 2@nuary 2012 while school will
commence on Monday §Odanuary for Years 7, 11 & 12. The rest of the school will commence on
Tuesday 31 January.

On behalf of all of the staff of Plumpton High School | would like to wish you all a safe and restful
holiday break.

Peter Ezzy
(Relieving Principal)
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PEC Gala Day

Thursday the 20 October 2011 the Plumpton Education

Community ran its annual Gala Day. Over 130 students f
Plumpton, Glendenning and William Dean Primary Schog
well as 38 Plumpton High School students were present G
the day at Popondetta Park after attending a terms worth &
coaching in touch football, soccer, netball and softball.
Coaching for each sport was run by Year 11 Sports, Leis@
and Recreation students.

The organisation of the day was undertaken by a group of Year 10 Plumpton High School students who took
control of everything, from booking the venue for the day and ordering sporting equipment to choosing the
designs for the gala day medals and caps. They were also responsible for splitting the primary students info

On the day teams were scored on their participation, : o
cooperation and effort rather than the points scored during the gar
All the students displayed excellent sportsmanship and enthusiasri

At the end of the day the teams which showed the greatest =7
participation, cooperation and effort were awarded medals and ea’™
student who attended received a certificate. Overall it was fantasti==

day which was thoroughly enjoyed by both teachers and students §
alike.
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PEC Citizenship Continuum Presentation

On the evening of Thursday Novembef1fter building up their portfolios and going through a daunting
interview process, students from Plumpton Primary, William Dean Primary and Plumpton High Schools re¢eived
their PEC Citizenship Continuum Medals and Awards.

O &aLISIF1SNE WHeYS tFNxaz 3l

¢CKS yAIKIQa aLISOALFE 3AdzSai
F62dzi GKS aidNHzZA3ItSa 2F 6S02YAy3a |G LINIFfa@YLALlyYy |00
the year as well as the importance of giving back to the community.

Students were required to show their contributions to community, home and school through evidence whigh they
then collated into a portfolio and spoke about at interview. Evidence consisted of things like school awardg,
contributions to household chores and community volunteering.

On the night twenty three Plumpton Primary School students achieved the Citizenship Continuum Medal glong
with seven students from William Dean Primary School. From Plumpton High School three students achieyed the
stage 5 award with four students attaining an award for stage 4.

All the students who achieved awards should be extremely proud with the amount of effort they have put ifto
their portfolios and their excellent contribution to home, school and community.
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sPECtacular

After months of during and after school rehearsals the students of Plumpton
and Plumpton, Glendenning and William Dean Primary Schools were ready t
out onto the stage for the PEC sPECtacular.

The show opened with a bang on the morning of NovemBegaiL 1, if the
students were nervous about performing on the stage of the new Greater We
{@RySeé tSNF2N¥Y¥AyYy3d ! NIa /SyiNB F2NJ

as flight attendants and pilots. The drama group (Kristian Jimenez, Emma St
Mikayla Mantouroglou, Georgia Lambert, Rachel Stanley;Maure Jarrett,
Emmalee Saaghy, Jacob Lambert, Michael McCurdie, Jaiden Grech, Alyssa
and Joshua Kovacs) was to guide the audience through the show, pointing o
themes and the importance of the great Australian spirit.

¢KS aK2g RAALIFESR GKS (KSYSa 27 «a
G! dzZAdNXf ALYy LO2ya¢ |yR G/ St SoNFGAz2
talent from both the high and primary schools with drama, dance and musica
performances.
During the show intermission audience members took a stroll through the libr
where there was a massive display of art from each of the primary schools.
stage had been allocated a theme corresponding to the sPECtacular and wal
through the library the array of talent possessed with the PEC schools was
astonishing.
The second half of the show consisted of a fantastic student band (Sean Sivi
Jacob Lambert, Joshua Barakat, Adam Cassin, Livingstone Faimalie, Noorog
Pureariki and Jayden Grech) covering some classic Australian songs as well

was buzzing as the first to show off their talent stepped out onto the stage dre :

group (Taylor Spinks, Emily Banks and Tylana Gatley) = g
AAY3AAY3I Il ySaal ! Y2NRAAQ:
OCEH@f 2N { LIAYT1a0 LISNF2N)YA
¢KS FTAYLFf ydzZYoSNJ a/ St So N
choir and drama students from the show and was a
definite crowd pleaser.

All those involved in the show are to be commended as
tremendous amount of work was put into running it and:
all the performers were absolutely wonderful. :
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Library

Library News

How the year has flown! This term the library has often been closed for regular use owing to thecaA&@sand the

GSNE fFad {OK22f /SNIAFAOFIGSST LX dza O2YLzi SN SEI Ya

22N} Q0 2 KAtS ﬁKAé KFa 0SSy 32Ay3 2y S KIS 06SSy o
Teachew SFSNBYy OS 062214a4d 5dz2NAy3 GKAA uAYS 0KS aKSt @Sa
that out of- date books are removed to make space for newer material. The™ 2,
books are packed up into boxes and sent out to Papua New Guinea via the =
Charity Collection agency. Stocktaking has kept the library staff and the mo / b
busy as we try to track down books that mysterlously are not on the shelves: =+
Ifoe&ad OSNB alR 6KSYy | yA0S ySs O“
found. We all search the whole library just in case it has been misptpadut
like finding a needle in a haystack but we find several this way. :
This is the term for finding out who is PHS Reader of the Year, and receivel’”
Readership Trophy at the Presentation Assembly. Last year itwas a Yr 7
RikkiLee Balcombe, who read over 20 books in one year. There are a few
contenders at this point, all of whom are part of the Wednesday Lunch 2 Reading Club.

Why encourage your children to read?

The answer is that this gives them adidmg skill that is very necessary to achieve good grades in school in the HSC
learn about life through the mistakes of the hero or heroine of a story and become better human beings themselve
and later on they will have the skills to maintain good jobs in the big, wide world. Fluency in reading requires prag
just as much as riding a horse or playing a good game of spgoerwill never be really good at something unless you
practise. The junior years are when students HAVE the time to read fiction. Once in senior years their schoolwork
often too great. So if you have a child who is a reader of fiction, be proud and happy about this. Encourage and §
reading into the junior high school years. | believe that this is very important.

In the last few weeks of term | will be on long service leave and will be replaced by Mrs Palmer. | have already tol
how well everyone behaves when they come to the library at class and lunchtimes and | hope she will have as en
a time as | have being teachirarian of Plumpton High. | would like to thank my library monitors for all their work {
year in reshelving books and keeping them in good Dewey order, and also thank my Wednesday Reading Club rg
for the fun we have had this year with our book discussions. All the best to everyone for the Christmas and New
season and have a safe and happy summer holiday.

Mrs Pitt
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SCIENCE

Z0o0oSnooze

Recently students from Plumpton High School visited
Taronga Zoo to participate in the Zoo Snooze
experience. This overnight excursion gave student
0KS 2LIRNIdzyAde G2 w3s
some native Australian reptiles and marsupials su
as snakes, lizards and koalas. On their first night

students were able to attend the zoo night safari. §g
This was a worthwhile experience as the tigers an
lions were comfortable enough in the dark to be in
full view near the front of their habitat as they settl
to go to sleep for the night.

It was patrticularly interesting to see the mother sn¢
leopard perform a handstand to mark her territory,
something the keepers informed us that she does
not do very often in front of visitors.

The following day students got to explore th=
Tasmanian Devil habitat and learnt that

numbers are dwindling in the wild due to
facial tumour attacking the species. Tarong
Zoo has compensated for this by engaging g
research and breeding programs.

A highlight of the excursion was watching tM ,
seal show with Mitchy the Californian sea
lion. He demonstrated how damaging litter |
to the sea environment and its inhabitants.

Students had a lovely time and also overca
some fears regarding certain reptiles. It wa:

rewarding witnessing the students bond and
learn about their environment and how they can save
it. If you would like to learn more go to
www.taronga.org.au
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Sheep Shearing

On the 11" October Year 7 and 8 students were invited
to attend the annual sheep shearing at the Agriculture Plot.

Students comments about the event include: S e
.S OFINBFdzA yz2i G2 Oda
G52y QG F2NBSG G2 62 NY
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Welfare

A NEW LIFE, A NEW SCHOOL

When moving to a new country you are faced with different and daunting challenges. Not only do you have to leay
friends, family and country behind, but you also have to adapt to a new and different culture. You have to adjust tq

ySg az20ASGex || ySg aoOKz22tz || ¢K2fS ySg tAFTFSd LT (K}
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To help new migrants feel more comfortable at Plumpton High School, a new group has been formed to share differe

experiences. Every Thursday period 2, 13 students from Years 7 to 10 meet with the ESL teacher Miss Pleffer an
school counsellor, Jennie Landon.

These students have developed the name APITIV for their group, with the acronym standing for all the different
countries the students and teachers come from. These include Australia, the Philippines, India, Thailand, Indones
Vietnam.

Each week students gather to connect and discuss issues around identity, living with two cultures and accepting &
brighter future. Students also experience new food from each culture, Aussie slang and Australian history, not to
mention leadership activities.

One Year 9 student said it has been difficult coming to a new country and a new school.

62 KSy O2YAy3a (2 1 dzGNIfALFET L 6+&8 SEOAGSR IyR alRO®
AFR lFo2dzi tSF@Ay3a Y& FlLYAfe@ IyR FTNASYRa¢®

On Thursday 1*7November 2011 and Thursday"2Xovember, 2011, the APITIV family helped year 6 students who
be attending Plumpton High School next year. The group talked to them about High School and their fears and als
organised and ran exciting leadership activities. The leaders demonstrated fantastic teamwork skills and helped tq
the Year 6 students much more comfortable about coming to high school.

By Year 710 APITIV students

ENERGY DRINKS
It has come to the attention of staff that some students have been consuming energy drinks such as Mgther,
V or Red Bull at school. These drinks are unsuitable for children as they are high in caffeine and contain
guarana, and therefore are not appropriate for school. We ask that you discuss with your child the health risks
associated with consuming these drinks, especially in large quantities.

Thankyou Claire Downey ( Head Teacher Student Welfare)
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Plumpton High School wins "most inspirational project” for r
'Spark’ an initiative run by Blacktown City Council to change

your community. *g;;ﬁ(a'

The original idea came from Ms Pendespiti who wanted to b MOST INSPIRATIONAL PROJECT
Zumba to Plumpton High School (she succeeded on

Multicultural day). Following on from this Ms Haber put an Plumpton High Scheol
application form in to the Spark Fund. Her Year 7 Problem :
Solving class helped immensely with developing PowerPoin'; MNorm
the impact that poor health has on our youth's overall s
wellbeing. Poor health impacts on a young persons ability to
learn and grow, both physically and emotionally.

LI\J -
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The idea and accompanying PowerPoint presentation visibly moved the Youth Council of Blacktown and the

government representative. Plumpton High School was awarded Most Inspirational Project for wanting to start a

food revolution that would benefit both staff and students.

As a result of this Jess Morgan and her team from Impact Care offered to provide a free healthy breakfast of
toast and juice to students fortnightly before school. Students and staff seem to be enjoying this as they also
Zumba on multicultural day.

This is just the beginning. If you would like information on how to cook healthy recipes at home visit
http://www.jamieshomecookingskills.com.au/

A very big thank you to Impact Care

fruit,
enjoy


https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=80b4d96ab9f14510a0483779c7c51deb&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.jamieshomecookingskills.com.au%2f

INDUSTRIAL ARTS

Getting in the groove with CNC

Our new CNC router hg
been getting a work o
as the staff have learne
how to use the machine.

Stage 5 graphics stude
have been making mode
of the projects that the
have designed in CA
These range from watché
to cameras and allow th
students to see how the
designs would look in rea
life.

Year 7 Technology students have been building a Utility Box and a g
is engraved in the sides or the lid. The graphic is a simple line dr
which can be from the internet or drawn by the students. The timbe
placed into the machine and the pattern is cut into the surface of
timber.

Year 8 Technology students have been creating a maze game that re
the user to guide a ball around a maze of their own design.

The View from IA as seen by Mr Attard
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The new Table Saw

Over the past year Industrial Arts has been lucky enough to
take delivery of a number of new machines and our latest
machine is a new table saw.

A table saw has a large circular saw blade that is mounted to
a frame and the timber to be cut is passed over the blade.
Our old table saw has given many years service, however, it
was starting to become inaccurate and difficult to use.

The replacement table saw is a magnificent machs
Every Industrial Arts staff member who has inspec
Al dziGSNBR | ag26¢ed ¢
features that increase its user friendliness and
introduce a wide range of new cutting procedu

including:

0 Angling the saw blade to produce a mitre

0 Angling the fence to cut angles across
width of the timber

0 An accurate fence cutting specific widths

0 A sliding table and clamps making for a s

machine and accurate cutting

All of these features will help our HSC students 10
produce accurate cuts which will improve the quality and complexity of
major works.

The staff are also pleased as it will help material preparation to become
more efficient.

Free as a Bird

The Year 7 Engineering students have just completed designing and
building their Balsa Gliders. These are small aircraft that are launched
in a similar manner to paper planes. Several students made successful
designs and many people were ducking as they flew across the
Industrial Arts courtyard.




