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Overview

Plattsburg PS is committed to explicitly teaching and modelling positive behaviour and to
supporting all students to be engaged with their learning. Key programs prioritised and valued by
the school community are The Four Ways to Succeed, Federal Park Play, Chess, SistaSpeak,
BroSpeak, Learning Support and a variety of school processes and systems in place.

Partnership with parents and carers

Plattsburg PS will partner with parents/carers in establishing expectations for parent engagement
in developing and implementing student behaviour education.nsw.gov.au management strategies by
coordinating communication through the P&C, focus group discussions and survey feedback on
school wellbeing processes. As a school we will support the community to proactively build
collaborative relationships to create a shared understanding of whole school wellbeing processes.
Plattsburg PS will communicate these expectations to parents/carers by newsletter, Audiri App,
Facebook, school webpage and notes.

School-wide expectations and rules

Plattsburg PS has the following school-wide rules and expectations:

Expectation
RESPECT yourself and others

Behaviour Code for Students

NSW public schools are committed to providing safe, supportive and responsive learning
environments for everyone. We teach and model the behaviours we value in our students.

The Behaviour Code for Students can be found at https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-
library/policyprocedures/pd-2006-0316/pd-2006-0316-01. This document translated into multiple
languages is available here: Behaviour code for students.

Whole school approach across the care continuum

Plattsburg PS uses the following strategies and systems to explicitly teach, recognise and reinforce
positive student behaviour and behavioural expectations:

- Four Ways to Succeed and Themed Days - school values (RESPECT INDEPENDENCE
CONNECTING EMPATHY). AP Wellbeing coordinates a wellbeing Gala Day each term to promote the
school values, include the whole school community in the communication and plan. The values are
an ongoing focus in the school community and encompass a whole school approach; building
wellbeing, a sense of belonging and safety at Plattsburg PS. Empowering students to identify the
values and articulate how they look at Plattsburg through student led activities, groups and
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discussions demonstrates high levels of student engagement and feedback throughout these Gala
Days and Four Ways to Succeed.

- Federal Park Sporting Group - coordinated by the AP Wellbeing. This program is linked closely
with the Learning Support Team at Plattsburg and allows students to build confidence, resilience,
understanding, respect and sportsmanship in a highly structured, supportive and positive
environment. Students are included in the program upon referral from class teacher and LST
discussion. Communication with families around the program is coordinated by the AP Wellbeing.
The program links in and is aligned to the school values and provides our students with an
opportunity to build on education.nsw.gov.au their sense of belonging at Plattsburg. The program
promotes positive behaviour, positive teacher student relationships and recognising student
achievements in a positive supportive environment.

+ Playstars - small group social skills development. Our playground program is coordinated by
executive staff through consultation with Principal and the LST. This program is for a small,
targeted number of students to teach our school values, develop appropriate play in a safe
environment, it is highly supportive and allows the students to experience success in the
playground. The Playstars program is very successful in limiting unsafe behaviour and promoting a
positive behaviour intervention for our students on the program. Communication with the parents
and carers is a vital part of the program and it is clearly part of our obligation to include our school
community in the success of the program.

+ Individual Intervention - At Plattsburg our students with high support needed in the playground
receive one on one support in the playground with a school funded SLSO. This individual program
consists of highly supervised and supportive play, e.g. turn taking, positive social play, small games
and clear communication.

- Differentiated Playground - At Plattsburg we have a highly differentiated and supportive
playground for our students. We offer a wide range of activities, structured play, supported play and
supervised games. These include Lego Club, Chess, Sporting Group, Playstars, Dance, Cultural
Group, Soccer, DS Group and Library. All playground activities link in with our school values and
wellbeing policy. At Plattsburg we are providing our students with opportunities for success,
positive play, social support and a whole school approach with interventions for success at
Plattsburg Public School.

- Sentral Communication and Messaging - Through the LST communication with our families is
coordinated and maintained through consistency, open communication and regular support for our
families. Promoting the school wide expectations, reinforcing positive student behaviour and linking
these conversations with our playground programs. Our LST communicates in partnership with our
parents and carers collaboratively to create a shared understanding of the school’s expectations,
learning, safety and wellbeing.

+ Excursions - This year a number of excursions are being coordinated by the Principal and A.P.
Wellbeing. The school’s Sporting Group have the opportunity to attend a stadium tour at McDonald
Jones Stadium in Term 3 of 2025. The sporting Group Program has and continues to evolve with
student need and always reflecting the school values. The students are demonstrating their positive
choices and behaviours in the school and wider community. Other excursions planned to Newcastle
Jets matches and education.nsw.gov.au Soccer Gala Days sponsored by Newcastle Permanent,
involving our EAL/D and Refugee students to immerse them in our school values and wider
community.

+ LST - The Plattsburg LST provides support, communication, partnership and school wide
expectations for our staff, students, families and school community. Our school teaching staff
communicate closely with our LST and support, differentiation, classroom and playground wellbeing
are developed for our students. The LST filters all communication to staff and promotes a whole
school approach to strategies and responding to student behaviours using interventions that
support students to learn and practice expected behaviours in a positive environment.
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- Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Students - Plattsburg Public School has strong Cultural
programs for our students and families. Our Aboriginal Education Officer works closely with our
school community, LST and staff to implement our school programs including Didge Group and
Dance Group. These programs continue to develop in partnership with our community and school.
Our students attending the Cultural programs have the opportunity to represent our school at a
variety of community events, e.g. Surfest and The Newcastle Show. This year we have our S1
students involved in Didge Group and this program is supervised by Uncle Alex Nean who has a long
relationship with Plattsburg established with our school.

« EAL/D - Plattsburg Public School provide our EAL/D community with an executive staff member
for point of contact. All families are invited in twice a year for updates on student sense of
belonging in our school, wellbeing, classes, PLSP progress, goal setting, parent feedback and
semesterly progress reports. Working in partnership with our families and providing support allows
the school to provide whole school programs and strategies with open communication for our
families.

+ The EAL/D Specialist Teacher has established relationships with Hunter New England Health
Interpreters who have been a fantastic support for our students and families over the past two
years. The EAL/D Specialist Teacher and Interpreters have linked our families in with local
community organisations, The Wallsend Mosque (open days for networking), Multicultural networks,
introducing families in our school community to one another for support. Our interpreters have also
developed resources to support staff, families, and community.

« Community Days - AP Wellbeing organises community themed days for engagement, social
support and to promote the school values across a variety of contexts. For example, Harmony Day
and Daniel Morcombe Day, education.nsw.gov.au promoting multicultural awareness and
acceptance and community safety respectively.

« Curriculum - In class staff promote social skills and demonstrate positive relationships and
partnerships for students and staff. Building collaborative relationships and liaising with the LST as
needed. The communication filters to the AP Wellbeing for clear, consistent and shared community
understanding of promoting student learning, safety and wellbeing.

Care Strategy or Details Audience

Continuum  Program

Early Four Ways to Each term a school wide gala day is planned by ~ Whole School
Intervention Succeed the AP Wellbeing to promote the school values

Themed Gala and enhance a culture of respect,

Days independence, connection and empathy.
Early Playstars A focussed intervention for students who Individual
intervention require intensive personalised support in the students K-6

playground. The LST work with the teachers,
students and families to support the students.

Early Differentiated A suite of specialised programs coordinated in All students K-
intervention Playground the playground overseen by the LST. A 6

schoolwide and structured approach that

develops a supportive, positive and safe culture.

Targeted Sporting Group Students in Years 3-6 participate in a Individual
intervention structured sporting program that promotes fair  students Years
play and safe choices. 3-6
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Care Strategy or Details Audience
Continuum  Program
Targeted Excursions Excursions/Incursions organised by the AP Selected
intervention Wellbeing to complement playground and students
classroom programs.
Targeted LST LST develop caseloads, utilise referral All students K-
intervention processes and manage administrative tools that 6
are central to all wellbeing responses,
communications and partnerships.
Targeted Cultural In consultation with an AEO and/or Aboriginal Selected
intervention Programs staff, PLPs for learning and cultural students Years
engagement are coordinated by the LST. 3-6
Strong cultural links underpin this.
Targeted EAL/D AP deployed to Wellbeing and is the point of All EAL/D
intervention contact for our families; communication is students K-6
pivotal to building partnerships and trust.
Targeted Community Community raise ideas and suggestions that the All students K-
intervention Days AP Wellbeing coordinates. 6
Targeted Curriculum Class teachers implement positive wellbeing All students K-
intervention lessons in class and liaise with LST as needed. 6
Individual Sentral Students identified at risk of playground Individual
intervention Communication consequences are connected to and supported  students
with supervision, appropriate social play in a
very small group settings, one on one support if
needed.

Planned responses to positive appropriate behaviour, inappropriate behaviour
and behaviours of concern, including bullying and cyber-bullying

Our School Context

Plattsburg Public School, like all public schools, is an inclusive environment where diversity is
affirmed, and individual differences are respected. Quality education is provided for students to
meet their learning needs in a secure, ordered and supportive school environment. The focus of
quality education is for students to learn and grow with confidence. Students develop best in
schools where teaching and learning occur in a context of student welfare. Partnership with parents
and the wider community is considered central to developing a shared understanding of bullying
behaviour and the implementation of appropriate responses to those students experiencing bullying
or engaged in bullying.

Identifying Bullying

Bullying is repeated verbal, physical, social or psychological behaviour that is harmful and involves
the misuse of power by an individual or group towards one or more persons. Cyber bullying refers to
bullying through information and communication technologies. Bullying can involve humiliation,

domination, intimidation, victimization and all forms of harassment including that based on sex, race,
disability, homosexuality or transgender. Bullying of any form or for any reason can have long term
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effects on those involved including bystanders. Conflicts or fights between equals or single
incidents are not defined as bullying.

Forms of Bullying

- verbal e.g. name calling, teasing, abuse, putdowns, sarcasm, insults, threats

- physical e.g. hitting, punching, kicking, scratching, tripping, spitting

- social e.g. ignoring, excluding, ostracizing, alienating, making inappropriate gestures

+ psychological e.g. spreading rumours, dirty looks, writing insulting notes, racist remarks, bribing,
hiding or damaging possessions, malicious SMS and email messages, inappropriate use of camera
phones.

Cyber bullying is a ‘method’ of bullying rather than a type of bullying. It includes bullying via text
message, instant-messenger services and social networking sites, e-mail and images or videos
posted on the internet or spread via mobile phone.

Our Plan

Our school has a four point plan to implement anti-bullying:
1. Primary Prevention

2. Early Intervention

3. Intervention

4. Post Intervention

Primary Prevention

- Maintenance of a positive school climate that acknowledges that bullying is not tolerated within
the school community

+ A focus will be maintained with:
= School values initiatives: Four Ways to Succeed Values (Gala Days)
=  Provision of non-punitive approaches to behaviour support

= Maintenance of data about student behaviour for the purpose of monitoring patterns of
behaviour in individuals and groups

= Selected KLA outcomes facilitating and enhancing student skills for managing feelings and
coping with challenges with a positive, resilient attitude

Early Intervention

+ Students guided to differentiate meanness, rudeness and bullying

+ Students encouraged to report bullying incidents involving themselves or others

+ Students reminded that reporting is not dobbing

+ Teachers to regularly remind students to report incidents

+ Parents encouraged to contact the school if they become aware of a problem

+ Students recognized for positive behaviours

- Teachers use classroom/playground management procedures if an incident of bullying occurs

+ Stage supervisors informed as per classroom/playground management procedures
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- Incidents logged on SENTRAL (centralised data collation)
- Student updates at weekly Staff Meetings

Intervention

- Once identified, bully, victim and witness statements to be taken

- Each statement to be considered and consistencies identified and inconsistencies investigated
+ Bully and victim support options explored

+ Final decision in regard to an appropriate consequence made

Post Intervention

+ Parent contact

* Referral to school counsellor

- Participation in PlayStars (structured play and social skills training)
- Removal to buddy class (letter home)

* Mediation sessions with the victim

- Development of Individual Behaviour Plans

+ On-going monitoring

+ Formal Caution

+ Suspension

Advice to be given to students who are being bullied

Students should be encouraged to:

- Tell the bully to stop (“stop, | don’t like what you are saying/doing”)
- Seek help (talk to someone trustworthy)

+ Report the incident to staff and feel confident it will be treated seriously

Advice to be given to students who know someone else is being bullied

Students should be made aware that witnesses to bullying have a very powerful role to play.
Early Intervention can defuse conflict situations before bullying escalates. Therefore, students
should be encouraged to:

« |f safe, intervene as the bullying occurs by telling the bully to stop. This is useful where the
onlooker has influence with the bully

+ Refuse to join in with the bullying
+ Support students who are being bullied - standing beside them can help prevent bullying
+ Tell a teacher if you are concerned about bullying

- Understand it is their right as a student and their responsibility to report bullying whether it
happens to themselves or someone else
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The role of parents

Take an active interest

+ In your child’s social life

+ Social networks and technology use - Are issues happening on your watch?

+ In what is happening at school

Encourage your child
+ To bring friends home

+ To accept and tolerate differences in others

Build your child’s self confidence
+ By recognising and affirming his/her positive qualities

+ By valuing him/her for who he/she is

Discuss with your child
+ The school’s expectations about behaviour

- Ways to respond if their rights are infringed

Set an example
- Be firm but not aggressive in setting behaviour limits
+ Be positive in things you say and do

+ Be positive in responding to bullying - don’t overreact

Be alert for signs of distress

* Reluctance to attend school

+ Sudden decline in academic performance

- Damaged clothing or frequent loss of personal property
+ Loss of confidence and uncharacteristic mood changes

+ Withdrawal from social activities

Act

« If you suspect that your child is being bullied at school, report it to a teacher, or a school
executive. Your report will be followed up. Do not approach another child. Let the school do the
investigating. Do not send texts or messages to children.
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Students can expect to:

- Be treated with dignity and respect.

+ Know that their concerns will be taken seriously and handled in a sensitive manner.

- Be provided with appropriate support (for both the victim and the bully, including counseling).

- Severe cases of bullying result in suspension.

Students have a responsibility to:

- Treat students and teachers with dignity and respect.

- Behave appropriately and respect individual differences.

- Refuse to bully and challenge inappropriate behaviour.

- Refuse to watch, laugh or join in when someone is being bullied.
+ Report any bullying incident directed at self or others.

+ Help break down the code of secrecy.

Staff have a responsibility to:

+ Model appropriate behaviour in word and action.

« Closely supervise students in all areas of the school and playground.
+ ldentify signs of bullying and try to prevent repeat offences.

+ Respond quickly and sensitively to bullying reports and follow up all reported bullying
incidents.

+ Assign consequences for bullying following the school Discipline Policy and Anti Bullying
Policy.

Parents and Carers have a responsibility to:
- Be aware of the school Anti-Bullying Plan.
+ Explore their children’s concerns.

- Be aware of the signs and symptoms of bullying for example, school avoidance, persistent
headaches, stomach aches, damaged clothes, bruises, sleep disturbance etc.

« Contact the school promptly if bullying behaviour is suspected.

- Be willing to attend interviews at the school, where appropriate.

The School have a responsibility to:
- Take seriously parent concerns about bullying.

« Inform students, parents, caregivers and the community about Plattsburg Public School’s
Welfare & Discipline and Anti Bullying Policy.

- Provide students with strategies to respond positively to incidents of bullying behaviour,
including responsibilities as bystanders and observers.

- Provide parents, caregivers and students with strategies that promote appropriate behaviour,
and information regarding the consequences of bullying.
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- Communicate to parents and caregivers that they have an important role to play in resolving
incidents of bullying behaviour involving their children.

+ Follow up appropriate action and document complaints of bullying, harassment and

intimidation.

Prevention

Responses to recognise and
reinforce positive, inclusive and
safe behaviour

Early Intervention

Responses to minor inappropriate
behaviour

Targeted/Individualised

Responses to behaviours of
concern

Four Ways to Succeed (RESPECT,
EMPATHY, INDEPENDENCE &
CONNECTING)

Classroom Teacher prior to Executive
staff referral

Learning Support Team (LST)

Explicit teaching and demonstration of
the Behaviour Code for Students

Buddy Class

Risk assessment/management

Visual cues to reinforce the Four Ways
to Succeed

Differentiated Play

Playstars (structured, personalised play
and social skills)

Special Days to celebrate each value

Playstars (structured, personalised play
and social skills)

Referral to Team Around a School

Student Leadership

Education Support Dogs (fully certified
through Kaysdale Farms)

Formal Caution

Awards and Certificates

Suspension

Recognition at assemblies

Newsletters; Facebook

Embedded in classroom practice
(stickers, stamps, verbal praise)

Four Ways to Succeed trade strategy
(ClassDojos)

SMS Messaging to families

Responses to serious behaviours of concern

e The NSW Department of Education Student Behaviour policy and Suspension and Expulsion
procedures apply to all NSW public schools.

e at school

e on the way to and from school

e on school-endorsed activities that are off-site

Responses to all behaviours of concern apply to student behaviour that occurs:

e outside school hours and off school premises where there is a clear and close connection
between the school and students’ conduct

e when using social media, mobile devices and/or other technology involving another student or

staff member.

Reporting and recording behaviours of concern

Staff will comply with reporting and responding processes outlined in the:

¢ Incident Notification and Response Policy

¢ Incident Notification and Response Procedures

e Student Behaviour policy and Suspension and Expulsion procedures.
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Reflection and restorative practices

Strategy When and how long? Who coordinates? How are these
recorded?
Playstars Negotiated with LST  Principal / LST LST meetings,
and parents and staff referrals to
carers the LST and AP
Wellbeing
Sporting Group Negotiated with AP AP Wellbeing LST meetings,
Wellbeing staff referrals to
the LST and AP
Wellbeing
Individualised Playground Negotiated with LST  Principal / LST LST meetings,
Program and parents and staff referrals to
carers the LST and AP
Wellbeing
LST Whole School Year Principal / LST/ LST meetings,
School Counsellor staff referrals to
the LST and AP
Wellbeing

Review dates

Last review date: 12.12.2024
Next review date: 12.03.2025
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