Paddington Public School

Newsletter
Term 4, Week 6
21 November 2025

Messages from Mrs Larkin

Introducing Our New Anti-Racism Contact Officers at Paddington PS Paddington

Public Schoolis pleased to introduce our new Anti-Racism Contact Officers (ARCOs): Anna Parker Brull,
Peter Kardasis, and Kiara Izhik. The ARCO role supports the NSW Department of Education’s commitment
to ensuring every school is a place where all students feel safe, respected and free from racism.

What does an ARCO do? In line with the DoE Anti-Racism Policy, ARCOs:
- support students, staff and families who have concerns about racism

- assistin ensuring allegations of racism are addressed promptly

- promote inclusive practices and positive relationships across the school
- help staff deliver proactive, curriculum-aligned anti-racism education

Our Work Begins — Year 5 and 6 Visit in Week 8

We are starting our ARCO work this term with a meaningful learning experience for our Year 5 and 6
students. In Week 8, they will take part in the Ethics and Othering program at the Sydney Jewish Museum,
delivered by the Sydney Jewish Museum Education Team, and hosted at Central Synagogue in Bondi
Junction.

Looking Ahead to 2026, Paddington PS will partner with another school to deliver intercultural visits.
We are also exploring additional intercultural and interfaith learning opportunities. We warmly
welcome support from our school community. If families have connections with cultural organisations,
interfaith groups, or programs that may strengthen our initiatives, please reach out to the ARCO team.
These experiences will be optional.

Remembrance Day

On Tuesday the 11th of November our school paused to acknowledge and pay tribute to those who have
died or suffered in war, conflicts, or peace keeping operations. The great sacrifice these men and woman
have made ensure we continue to live free and peacefully in our beautiful country. Our student leaders
spoke about the importance of Remembrance Day and we all stood together and displayed our school
core value of respect during the one minute's silence.

Our Sunday 9 December Xanthe and Bronte represented our school at the Paddington Woollahra RSL
Remembrance Day Service with pride and respect. Thank to Xanthe and Bronte for attending.




Library Books

From next week our library will commence the annual library stocktake. This means no more borrowing for
2025. To assist the smooth running of stocktake we need all borrowed books back into the library. Please
encourage your child/children to look for any library books they have borrowed and return them to school
next week, they can drop them in the library book basket in the front office.

Maker Space Recycling Donations

Mr K is now accepting recycling donations of clean: Cardboard, egg cartons, plastic containers, plastic
bottles, toilet paper and hand towel rolls.

Please drop them off to the office or give them to Mr K.

Toy & Food Hamper Drive

Our SRC along with POOSC and PCC are collecting toys and festive food hamper items to support the
Aboriginal Children’s Service in Redfern. During Week 7 we are concentrating on food hamper items.
Please place them in the box in the school or at POOSC.
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Donations items needed:
Gift cards
back to school items
festive food hamper items
New toys and books (no second hand please)
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2026 - School Term and Development Days
Term Dates for Students

Term 1 -Monday 2 February to Thursday 2 April 2026
Term 2 -Wednesday 22 April to Friday 3 July

Term 3 -Tuesday 21 July to Friday 25 September

Term 4 - Tuesday 13 October to Thursday 17 December

Schools use School Development Days to build on the knowledge and skills of our teachers, school
leaders and school administrative staff through a targeted professional learning program. These will
operate the way they always have. Students do not attend on these days so staff can engage in
professional development and planning.

e 4 days atthe start of Term 1 (27 Jan-30 Jan)

e 2days atthe start of Term 2 (20-21 April)

e 1 day atthe start of Term 3 (20 July)

e 1 dayatthe start of Term 4 (12 October).

Repeat Messages

Recognition Day

This year our recognition day will be held on Tuesday 9 December at the Paddington Town Hall,
commencing at 9.45am. This event celebrates the achievements of our students. All families are invited to
attend. Parents will be notified in the lead up to the event if their child is receiving an award.

Get Ready to Dance!

We are excited to announce this year’s Class Dance Performance, where our talented students will
showcase their dedication, creativity, and love for dance. Please join us to support their hard work and
enjoy the performances!

We are also proud to highlight the incredible contributions of Niki, our dedicated Dance2BFit instructor,
who has been leading our dance program at Paddington for the past five years. Her enthusiasm and
expertise have inspired countless students to embrace movement, build confidence, and enjoy the
benefits of dance. Thankyou, Niki, for your ongoing commitment to nurturing creativity and fitness in our
school community!

Every class has been working hard to prepare a special routine. We invite all parents, carers, and family
members to share in the joy and celebrate our students’ achievements.

9:15am -9:30am 1Q
Date: Thursday 11 December 2025 9:45am — 10:00am Kindergarten
Venue: School Hall 10:15am — 10:30am 2C
oo 11 a7s
Performance Schedule: 11:50am — 12:05pm 3B
12:20pm -12:35pm 6S

Year 5 OC Placement and Year 7 Selective High School Placement in 2027
Applications are now open for entry in 2027 into a selective high school or opportunity class. If your child is
currently in Year 3 or Year 5, learn more and apply today.

For more information please click on link below.
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-
schools



https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools

Calendar dates for Term 4, 2025

November

Wednesday 26 November

Kindergarten 2026 Big Day at School 9.30am - 2pm

Thursday 27 November

School Chess Competition hosted by Sydney Academy of Chess

Friday 28 November

Last day for PSSA

December

Tuesday 2 December

Yr 5 & 6 Ethics and Othering Excursion

Tuesday 9 December

2025 Recognition Day at Paddington Town Hall - 9.45am

Thursday 11 December

Class dance performances

Monday 15 December

Yr 6 Farewell Dinner — Paddo RSL 5.30pm - 7.30pm

Wednesday 17 December

Whole School Fun Day

Friday 19 December

Last day of school for 2025

Paddington Public School

Chess Championship 2025

This tournament will be run as a Swiss, with approximately 7 games.

This means that all children play in all the rounds and no cne is knocked out.

There will be trophies awarded for the highest 3 scorers, and medals presented as age prizes
Each child playing will also receive a participation certificate.

There will also be encouragement awards, depending on the number of entries.

Entries close on Friday 21st November.

the code ZQA4AVOUT1P and fill in the electronic form, with your child's details

Thursday 27th November, 2025
9:00am -12:30pm
in the C Block spare rooms
Cost: $22

To enter please goto

d

www.sydney nyofchess.com.au/payment

and pay online with your credit card using

f1tsx:

To enhance your childs learning experience these items are avaiiable for purchase online at the fime of ensoiment

OPTIONAL EXTRAS (prices exclude delivery)

Workbook 1 — Cost: $25
[For Beginner/Rookie Players]

Workbook 2 — Cost: $25
[For Intermediate Players]

Workbook 1 & 2 — Cost: $40
[SPECIAL OFFER]

Exploratien in Chess Beauty - Gost: $33
[For Advanced Players]

Chess Set & Roll-up Board — Cost: §25
[Recommended for All Ages]

Chess Clock DGT1002 Bonus — Cost: $55
[Recommended for All Ages]

Sydney Academy of Chess Pty Ltd

ABN: 14 139 982 004

Suite 2, Level 2, 1-17 Elsie Street Burwood, NSW

PO Box 1325, Burwood, NSW 1805

P: 97451170 F: 87451176 E: info@sydneyacademyofchess com.au
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Our Year 1 students have been loving their dance unit thi
term! They have been working hard to learn lots of
different dances and have picked one that they are
going to be practicing for the end of year performance.
We are very excited to share their dance with you on
December 11th. Get excited, parents.. here’s a little sneak
peek of what's to comel!
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Environment.

This term in Science and Geography, Year 3 have been learning about Food, Fibre and the
Earth’s Environment. Students have explored how people care for places and use natural
resources responsibly, learning about sustainability in water, forests, and waste. They've also

investigated where our food and fibres come from, how they're produced, and the
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é importance of making sustainable choices for the future.

One afternoon, we focused

on the fibre cotton and We also researched

learnt about “how to grow a

where different foods

pair of jeans.” We explored and fibres are grown

how jeans are made, from and exported in

the cotton plant, to the Australia, then

factory, to the shop. pinpointed these

Students recorded each step locations on a map.

in the process and then had
fun designing their very own

pair of jeans!

We had great fun at the Botanical Gardens, applying our learning in a real life setting. We

worked in teams to build storm proof, no waste water shelters, tasted delicious Australian

grown produce, and discovered how we can make sustainable choices in our everyday lives.
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3B's favourite part was planting our own

plants! We took them back to school to discuss how

we can help them grow at home and made

predictions about what they might look like as they

develop. The students were so keen to keep them

alive that they placed them out in the air and

sunshine while waiting to go home.




On Tuesday 11th November, students from
Years 1, 2, 3, and 4 enjoyed a wonderful
excursion to the Royal Botanic Gardens.
Stage 1 took part in the ‘Features of Places’
program, while Stage 2 became
“Sustainability Superheroes” for the day!

Year 1 and 2 explored the natural and built
environments of the area, working

and preserve nature. Students used their
geographical skills to create maps and
showed their creativity by building bower
bird nests.




Years 3 and 4 had great fun creating
storm proof water collecting features
and planting bean seeds to take home

and grow. They also explored the
Sustainability Garden, where they
picked and tasted fresh vegetables
straight from the garden beds. It was a
hands on experience that helped
students understand how we can care
for and work with nature every day.
A highlight of the day was spotting
Australia’s largest owl — the powerful
owl! Everyone had a fantastic time
learning, exploring, and connecting
with the environment.
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Why
attendance
matters

When your child misses school they miss
important opportunities to:
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By friends through fun
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Days missed = years lost

A day here and there doesn’t seem like much, but...
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THANK YOU

TO ALL OF OUR KIND AND GENEROUS SPONSORS

LA)

HE SCHOOL Unit 20/14-16 Stanton Rd

Seven Hills NSW 2147

PHOTOGRAPHE Phone: (02) 9674 9824

/ email: aftersales@theschoolphotographer.com.au
Alliance I ¢

photographer.com.au

YOUR STORY

Paddington Public School
SPORTS and SPECIAL PHOTOS

Photos can be viewed and ordered online at

www.theschoolphotographer.com.au

using the ordering code below:

2551197EL54P

Photo prices are:
$20.00 each, 2 for $36.00, 3 for $48.00, 4 for $60.00 or 5 for $72.00

Any additional photographs are $10.00 each.
This discount is only available per family order.

Photos will be available to view and purchase ONLINE ONLY
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