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Message from Mrs Larkin  
 
Ignite Your Potential: A Celebration of Learning This Term! 
Our students are already immersed in a variety of exciting learning experiences, from exploring the 
wonders of science to honing their creative arts skills. This term, our programs will continue to emphasise 
the development of key skills through interactive activities and collaborative group work. 
 
In celebration of Education Week, with the theme ‘Ignite Your Potential,’ we encourage students to 
discover their passions and strive for excellence in all they do. The Paddington Learning Powers play a vital 
role in supporting student success both in and outside the classroom. 
 
We invite families to stay connected with their child’s learning journey by reading the class term overviews 
attached to the newsletter email. We also welcome you to join us on Tuesday morning to visit the 
classrooms and celebrate your child’s growth in learning. 
 
Exciting Updates in the Music Program for Term 3! 
We are thrilled to introduce a new initiative in our music program, where students will have the opportunity 
to learn and play the ukulele! This addition will not only enhance their musical skills but also foster 
teamwork and collaboration among peers. 
 
Staff News  
We welcome Mrs Michelle Towers to our administration 
team.  Michelle is replacing Amelia who has commenced 
her maternity leave.  Michelle is a highly experienced 
school administrative officer and has worked at 
Woollahra Public School for many years.   If you are in the 
office, please pop in and say hello to her.   
 
And a big welcome back to Miss Bonita Murray, who will 
be teaching 3B for Term 3 and 4.   
 
Education Week  
Paddington Public School will be celebrating Education 
Week 2025 on Tuesday 5 August, and we invite all 
families to come along.   
 
Our celebrations will begin with all classrooms open 
from 8.40am and a special morning lines at 9:15am 
under the COLA hosted by our student leaders.  

 
There will be a performance from the Paddo Sing Group 
as well.   We can’t wait to share this special day with you 
and celebrate the love of learning together. 
 
 

 
 
 



Debating  
On Thursday July 24, round 4 of the Premier's Debating Challenge was held. This round was different to the 
first three rounds, in that our Paddington teams were not debating other schools. That's right, our teams 
competed against each other. 
 
The first step of a debate is to open the topic envelopes. Each team opened their envelop and studied the 
three topic options. They then decided on their topic preferences. Based on each team's preferences, the 
topic chosen for this round was 'That teachers should have to participate in all school sport and exercise 
classes, just like students.'  A coin was then tossed, and Affirmative was assigned to Xanthe, Charlie, 
Dylan and George. The Negative team was Scarlett, Torsten, Nicholas and Ben.  
 
After the one-hour preparation time, the debate was held in the school hall, with Atticus, our external 
adjudicator, on hand. Atticus provided the debaters with beneficial feedback after the debate and 
explained how he reached his decision. 
 
This debate was won by the Negative team, which resulted in each of our Paddington teams winning three 
out of the four rounds.  
 
Now we wait until all results are submitted from other schools, to find out if we make it into the regional 
finals.  Well done debaters! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Messages from the office 
 
Grandparents Day and Book Week Parade 
CBCA Book Week is turning 80 this year, with the theme of ‘Book an Adventure’. This theme reminds us 
that books take us on amazing journeys, where there are so many worlds to explore and experiences to be 
had.  
 
On Tuesday 19 August from 9.15am, our school will be hosting the annual Grandparents’ Day and Book 
Character Parade for our students and their families. All students K-6 are invited to dress up as one of their 
favourite book characters on this day.  
 
All parents and family members are invited to come along to the Book Character Parade.  
With a special invitation extended to grandparents to come along too. 
 
9.15am:   Grandparents, parents and families invited to visit their grandchild’s/child’s classroom. 
9.30am: Grandparent, parents and families will be asked to make way to the playground to be 

seated for the parade. 
9.35 - 10.30am:  Guitar group performance and Book Character Parade.  

     10.30 – 11.00am:  Light refreshments provided for adults only, students must bring their own recess.  
 



Scholastic Book Fair 
Tuesday 19 and Wednesday 20 August, the school will be hosting a Scholastic Book Fair. Families will be able 
to purchase quality books at great prices, whilst earning money for our school library. The books will be on 
sale in the courtyard from 8.45am-9.15am each day.  Additionally, the book fair will be open from 10.30am-
11am on Grandparent/Parade Day. 
 
Book Week Incursions  
Next Wednesday 6 August our Kindergarten to Year 6 students will be 
celebrating Book Week with a live production of the book “General Waste,” 
by Michel Streich.  This book has been shortlisted by the Children’s Book 
Council of Australia (CBCA) for the Book of The Year.   
 
A little bit about the book - General Waste loves stuff! Wasting lots of stuff! 
He tosses away apples after one bite, he has hour-long showers, he must 
have the latest uniform fashion, and he rides around in a monster truck! He 
shares a house with Gram-Gram. She always saves her leftovers, does her 
own repairs and cycles everywhere! One day, when General Waste finds 
himself trapped under a mountain of his own stuff, Gram-Gram comes to the 
rescue 

 
On Wednesday 20 August Kindergarten to Year 4 students will be entertained by 
performers who have adapted the book “The Garden of Broken Things” by Freya 
Blackwood another CBCA Book of the Year Awards for Book Week 2025.   
 
From award-winning creator Freya Blackwood comes a beautifully tender story 
about curiosity and the joy of listening. One day, curious Sadie follows a cat into the 
tangled vines behind the lonely house at Number 9, Ardent Street.  Deep in the 
undergrowth, past all the twisted, rusted things, Sadie finds the cat sitting on the 
lap of a woman, bent with time and weariness. Sadie has found the Garden of 
Broken Things. 
 

 
Administering Medication  
Medication that is not prescribed by a doctor is unable to be administered by staff at school. These include 
Panadol, creams and ear, nose, and eye drops.  If your child needs to take medication prescribed by the 
doctor, you are required to complete a Request for Administering Prescribed Medication to Students form. 
We are unable to administer prescribed medication without this signed request form.  Please do not send 
any medications to the classroom. Medication that needs to be taken 3 times a day should be given before 
school, after school and at night.  If your child has any medical needs, please contact the school office to 
ensure Health Care Plans, Emergency Care/Response Plans or Actions Plans are completed. 
 
Safety Reminders  
Please remember that supervision starts in the mornings at 8.40am. We have an increasing number of 
children arriving before this time and playing unsupervised. This is a safety risk. We have an excellent before 
school care service available from 7.30am if you need care for your child before 8.40am. Please do not drop 
your child at school or allow them to walk to school before 8.40am unless they are attending a supervised 
before school activity.  

 
Lost Property – label everything!  
Losing hats, jumpers, drink bottles and lunch boxes is one of the greatest frustrations of school life for 
everyone. It can also be expensive. Our dedicated office team sort lost property several times a week and 
return it to students. For this to happen, we need all items to be labelled. It’s surprising how often items 
arrive in lost property without any names on them. It’s also important to teach your child good habits in 
looking after their belongings.  

 
   



Calendar dates for 2025 
Monday 4 August  Fundraising Day - Genes for Jeans Day – gold coin donation 

New sport equipment for lunchtime play – Yr 6 Cake Stall at Recess  

Tuesday 5 August Education Week – Open classrooms (more details to come week 1 of Term 3)  

Tuesday 5 August ICAS Writing  

Tuesday 5 August  P&C Meeting 6pm  

Wednesday 6 August  Book Week Incursion  

Tuesday 12 August Port Jackson Festival – Sing Group and Guitar  

Wednesday 13 August ICAS English 

Tuesday 19 August Grandparents Day and Book Week Parade 

Wednesday 20 August Zone Athletics Carnival  

Wednesday 20 August Book Week Incursion  

Thursday 21 August ICAS Science 

Friday 22 August Last day for Winter PSSA Competition  

Wednesday 27 August ICAS Maths  

Friday 5 September Kindergarten Farm Excursion  

Friday 19 September Stage 3 Leadership Incursion  

Tuesday 23 September Healthy Harold – Kindergarten to Year 4 

Wednesday 24 
September Healthy Harold – Kindergarten to Year 4 

Friday 26 September Last day of Term 3 

Monday 13 October  Staff Development Day – school closed 

Tuesday 14 October Students commence Term 4  

Friday 17 October Summer PSSA commences  

Thursday 23 October  Musica Viva Incursion  

Monday 27 October to 
Wednesday 29 October Stage 3 Camp  

Tuesday 11 November P&C Meeting 6pm  

Wednesday 19 November  Kindergarten 2026 Parent Information Session and Playdate from 9.30am  

Wednesday 26 November Kindergarten 2026 Big Day at School 9.30am - 2pm  

Friday 28 November Last day for PSSA  

Tuesday 9 December  2025 Recognition Day at Paddington Town Hall  

Friday 19 December  Last day of school for 2025  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


