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Welcome Back 

Welcome back to an exciting Term 3! I hope everyone 
had a safe, relaxing and enjoyable holiday break, 
allowing you to return rejuvenated and ready to tackle the 
challenges this term brings. 

Reflecting on the end of Term 2, we experienced a 
whirlwind of activity that kept both staff and students fully 
engaged right until the last day. The Central Coast Dance 
Festival showcased our students’ talents and creativity, 
providing them with the opportunity to perform and 
express themselves through dance. In addition, the 
release of Semester 1 Student Reports offered valuable 
insights into our students’ progress and achievements, 
helping to inform parents and guardians about their 
children's educational journey. 

The PSSA knockout competitions and gala days saw our 
students participating in various sports, encouraging 
teamwork and physical fitness while fostering school 
spirit. All these events contributed to a vibrant school 
community and highlighted the dedication of our staff and 
students. 

As we move into Term 3, we are already gearing up for 
another rewarding and diverse period at Ourimbah PS. 
The school calendar is filling up with important events 
that aim to enrich the educational experience for our 
students. These events will not only enhance their 
learning but also provide opportunities for community 
involvement and support. 

DATE EVENT 
22 July P&C General Meeting – 7pm 

Staffroom 
 27 July CANTEEN CLOSED 
29 July Field Events Yrs 3-6 
3 August CANTEEN CLOSED 
3 August ICAS-Digital Tech Writing Exam 
4 August OPEN DAY – Education Week 
5 August Oz Tag 
7 August CC Band Showcase 6.30-8.30pm 

Mingara 
10 August ICAS – English Exam 
11 August Debating Round 4 



We commenced this term with our regular Staff 
Development Day (SDD), which is crucial for professional 
growth and development. During this day, all staff 
members participated in targeted professional learning 
sessions focusing upon our school’s two Strategic 
Directions, which form our School Excellence Plan (2025 
– 2029). This term, the key areas included:  

1. Learning and Wellbeing – Attendance 
2. Curriculum - Mathematics Fluency 

My thanks to Mrs Golding, Mrs Wakelin and Mrs Sutter 
for supporting me in co-ordinating and leading these 
professional learning sessions. 

Pre-service Teachers 
This term, we welcome 3 student teachers from various 
tertiary institutions completing their final internship as part 
of their pre-service training.  
Please join the OPS staff in welcoming Aaron Dorrough 
(1/2N), William Davis (3/4B) and Caitlin Jarvis (5/6A) 
to Ourimbah PS who will be working alongside Mrs 
Wakelin, Miss Nebauer, Mr Bradbury and Mrs 
Alamango over the next 10 weeks.  
We wish Aaron, William and Caitlin all the very best 
during this most important phase of their professional 
development and extend a warm welcome to our school. 

National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) 

NAPLAN (National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy) is an annual assessment for students in 
Years 3, 5, 7, and 9 across Australia. It measures key 
skills in reading, writing, language conventions (spelling, 
grammar, and punctuation), and numeracy. These 
assessments are essential for understanding how well 
students are progressing in their learning journey. 

Please keep in mind:  NAPLAN is just one aspect of our 
school’s assessment and reporting process. It does not 
replace ongoing assessments made by teachers about 
student performance on a daily basis, but it can provide 
teachers with additional information about students’ 
educational progress. 

Why is NAPLAN an important part of the overall 
Assessment and Reporting cycle? 

1. Identifying Strengths and Areas for 
Improvement: NAPLAN results provide insights 
into each student's academic performance. They 
help identify individual strengths and areas where 
additional support may be needed, allowing 
teachers to tailor their instruction to better meet the 
needs of each student. 

2. Tracking Progress Over Time: By participating in 
NAPLAN each year, students and schools can track 

progress over time. This longitudinal data can 
highlight trends in learning and development, 
ensuring that interventions can be implemented 
when necessary. 

3. Informing Teaching Practices: Schools use 
NAPLAN data to assess the effectiveness of their 
teaching practices and curriculum. This information 
helps educators make informed decisions to 
enhance the learning environment and ensure that 
all students have the opportunity to succeed. 

4. Engaging Families: NAPLAN reports encourage 
conversations between families and teachers about 
student performance and learning goals. Engaging 
in these discussions can foster a supportive home 
learning environment. 

Individual NAPLAN student reports will be distributed to 
families next week. Each report will provide detailed 
information about your child's performance in various 
areas, including comparisons to the national average. 
We encourage you to take the time to review these 
reports with your child and discuss their achievements 
and aspirations for future learning. 

If you have any questions about the reports or the 
NAPLAN process, please do not hesitate to reach out to 
your child’s teacher by contacting the front office (4362 
1033). For more information about NAPLAN visit the 
NAPLAN for parents and carers site. 

Semester 1 Student Reports  
At the end of last term, Semester 1 Student Reports were 
sent home to all families. If for some reason you did not 
receive your child’s report, please contact the front office 
to request that a copy to be sent home or re-distributed 
through the School Bytes Parent Portal. 
Parent / Teacher Interviews: as reported in the last few 
newsletters, Parent and Teacher Interviews will be co-
ordinated as we did last year - by appointment only. 
If you would like to meet with your child’s class teacher to 
discuss their Semester 1 report, please email or phone 
the school to arrange a mutually convenient time to meet 
(face-to-face and phone interviews are available).  
As always, if you have any concerns about your child’s 
learning, or social and emotional growth and 
development, please make contact with your child’s class 
teacher through the front office (4362 1033) – this can 
occur at any time throughout the school year! 

Public Education Week 2026 – Inspiring Excellence 
at Ourimbah Public School 
Public Education Week 2026 will be held from 3–7 
August (Term 3, Week 3), and the theme this year is 
‘Inspiring Excellence’. 
This special week is a time for the Ourimbah PS 
community to come together and celebrate the strength, 

https://nap.edu.au/naplan/for-parents-carers


diversity, and achievements of public education in New 
South Wales. It highlights how every student is supported 
to learn, grow, and thrive in our public schools. 
For families at Ourimbah PS, Public Education Week is 
an important opportunity to see firsthand the incredible 
learning experiences happening every day. It’s a chance 
to open our doors and welcome parents, carers, and 
community members to explore how our dedicated staff, 
creative classrooms, and inclusive culture come together 
to inspire excellence in every child. 
We encourage all families to get involved by participating 
in our Open Day activities on Tuesday 4 August. 
Together, we celebrate the unique strengths of Ourimbah 
PS and reaffirm our commitment to providing a 
supportive and engaging environment where every 
student can reach their full potential. A separate flyer with 
a timetable of events has been included with this week’s 
newsletter. 

 
 
NSW Public Speaking Competition (K-6 students) 
We are excited to announce that Ourimbah Public School 
will be commencing the NSW Public Speaking 
Competition for all students from Kindergarten to Year 6 
this term. 
Public speaking is a key part of the English syllabus, 
helping students develop important oral language and 
communication skills. As part of this, all students will 
prepare and deliver a speech on a topic of their choice. 
Students will begin by discussing possible topics and 
learning how to organise and present their speeches 
during class time. After this initial support, students will 
continue preparing their speeches at home. All speeches 

should be ready for presentation to their class by Week 
3, beginning Monday, 3 August. 
Speech time guidelines based on stage are as follows: 
• Early Stage 1 and Stage 1: 1 to 2 minutes 
• Stage 2: 2 to 3 minutes 
• Stage 3: 3 to 4 minutes 

Following the class presentations, selected students will 
progress to the school final. Parents of these finalists will 
be contacted by their child’s class teacher and invited to 
attend. 
School Final Details – Thursday, 20 August 2027 
• Kindergarten: 9:15 am – 9:45 am 
• Stage 2 (Years 3 & 4): 9:50 am – 11:00 am 
• Stage 3 (Years 5 & 6): 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 
• Stage 1 (Years 1 & 2): 1:30 pm – 2:45 pm 

We encourage all students to take this opportunity to 
develop their confidence and communication skills. We 
look forward to hearing the inspiring speeches from our 
young learners! 
Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on Students 
with a Disability 
Ourimbah PS, along with all Australian schools, is 
required to participate annually in the National 
Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) on School 
Students with Disability. This collection of data will assist 
us in ensuring all students take part in all school activities 
on the same basis as students without a disability. 
Our school is dedicated to ensuring all students have 
effective and differentiated learning programs to ensure 
that all students have the ability to succeed at school and 
achieve their full potential. 
By law, schools are required to make reasonable 
adjustments where needed to assist students with a 
disability. These responsibilities are outlined in the 
Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the Disability 
Standards for Education 2005.  
The NSW Department of Education will provide data to 
the Australian Government from all NSW public schools 
in such a way that no individual student or school will be 
able to be identified. In this way, OPS will ensure the 
privacy and confidentiality of all students. 
The National Consistency Collection of Data (NCCD) will 
take place in Term 3 and will not affect your child in any 
way. They will not be required to undertake any additional 
testing. 
If you have further questions about the Nationally 
Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with 
Disability, please make contact with the front office               
(4362 1033) and ask to talk with one of the following staff 
members about this process: your child's class teacher, 
the school’s Learning and Support Team Coordinators 



(Mrs Wakelin and Mr Castles), or the school’s NCCD Co-
ordinator (Mrs Miranda). 
A fact sheet has been included with this week’s 
newsletter. Alternatively, you may wish to visit the 
NCCD website – 

NCCD - Parent Portal 

Upcoming Field Events Day – Wednesday 29 July 
We are excited to announce our Field Events Day, 
featuring shot-put, discus, high jump, and long jump - 
students from Years 3 to 6 will rotate through these 
activities within their age groups. The top-performing 
athletes will have the opportunity to represent our school 
at the BWPSSA Zone Carnival, provided they meet the 
zone qualification requirements. 
Year 2 students turning 8 in 2026 who participate in Field 
Events through Little Athletics or equivalent are also 
invited to take part. If your Year 2 child is eligible and 
interested, please contact their class teacher to confirm 
their participation. 
Please note that attendance at this event is essential for 
eligibility to qualify for the Zone Athletics Carnival in these 
field events. This Field Events Day is an extension of our 
regular Friday sports sessions, so students should wear 
their sport uniform on Wednesday 29 July. 
This is a school event only, and spectators will not be 
invited to attend this particular event. 
If you do NOT wish for your child’s photo to be taken 
during the event, please contact the school by phone at 
4362 1033 
or email: ourimbah-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au. 
 

 
 
Kind regards, 
Greg Francis (Principal) 
 

 
EDUCATION DAY CELEBRATIONS- 4th AUGUST 
Our Education Day celebrations for 2026 will begin at 
1:00pm with a special assembly in the school hall where 
all visitors are welcome. The assembly will be led by our 
senior students and include a short play and slideshow 
showcasing the day-to-day activities of our entire school. 
Students will not be seated in the hall during this 
assembly. The assembly will be followed by an 
interactive lunch on A Oval (starting at approximately 
1:25pm) where visitors will be invited to bring a picnic rug 
and lunch (normal canteen orders made ahead of time 
are still welcome) and be entertained by such groups as 
our School Band, Choir, Signing Choir, Recorder Group, 
as well as join in with our Chess Team, STEM Group and 
Garden Gurus. You will also be able to find our more 
about our fabulous P&C or enrolling for Kindergarten in 
2027. The afternoon will wrap up approximately between 
2-2:15pm. 
Thank you, Mrs Jodi Golding 
 

 

https://www.nccd.edu.au/for-parents-guardians-and-carers
mailto:ourimbah-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au.


BOOK CLUB ORDERS – THURSDAY, 6th AUGUST 

Book Club brochures have been sent home and orders 
close Thursday, 6th August 2026. 

Please be sure to fill in the order forms correctly, with your 
child’s name and class and then send into school with 
payment to the class teacher or the front office. Orders 
may be paid for by cash or by ordering online with your 
credit card via the LOOP option.   Online orders can be 
placed at: 

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/parent.aspx 

If you are a first time user of the Book Club LOOP online 
ordering system, you will need to register first or login if 
you are a returning customer? 
 
KINDERGARTEN 2027 
Enrolments for Kindergarten 2027 are now open.  Please 
see the attached flyer for further details or via 
https://ourimbah-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-us/enrol. 
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