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Wednesday, 29th April 2026 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
 
This term is gearing up to be yet another busy and 
exciting time on the Ourimbah PS calendar.  
The term commenced with our usual Staff Development 
Days with staff being involved in a day packed full of 
meetings and workshops. This professional learning 
time is invaluable to school planning and has allowed the 
staff at OPS the opportunity to participate in a variety of 
professional development workshops. 

This year, all NSW public schools participated in a SDD 
dedicated to strengthening inclusive education, with a 
focus on disability and neurodiversity. The 
professional learning undertaken across these days, was 
designed to build upon the great work already happening 
at Ourimbah PS, providing practical, evidence-based 
strategies that support all students to access the 
curriculum and to achieve their full potential. This 
professional learning recognised the complexity of 
teaching and that inclusive strategies are important for all 
and essential for some students to achieve their learning 
goals. 

Our staff completed numerous courses led by 
professionals within the NSW Department of Education 
as well as members of the OPS School Leadership and 
Learning and Support Teams: Mrs Golding, Mrs Sutter, 
Mr Castles, Miss Porter and Mrs Kenny: 

 

• Why understanding matters for inclusion – disability 
and neurodiversity. 

• The power of inclusive language. 

• Curriculum planning for students with disability. 

• Differentiated teaching and assessment to support 

every learner. 

• Understanding and supporting neurodivergent 

learners. 

• Supporting student regulation. 

 

DATE EVENT 

4 May CANTEEN CLOSED 

5 May BW Touch Trials 

6 May Soccer Gala Day 

7 May  Book Club Orders Close 

7 May Mother’s Day Stall 

8 May Mother’s Day Breakfast 

11 May CANTEEN CLOSED 



This was a wonderful opportunity to reaffirm our 
commitment to best practice by identifying the key 
elements of an inclusive school culture and evaluate our 
strengths and areas for further improvement. These 
activities will inform strategic planning, including ongoing 
professional learning, to strengthen an inclusive school 
culture where disability and neurodiversity remain pivotal 
to our school’s success. 

 

ANZAC Day - 'Lest We Forget' 
Last week, our students and staff came together to 
honour and remember the ANZACs during our annual 
ANZAC Day ceremony at school. We all paused to 
recognise and reflect upon the bravery, sacrifice, and 
service of those who have served our country.  
A special shoutout to our senior students for leading the 
ceremony with such pride. We’re grateful for our ongoing 
connection with the Ourimbah | Lisarow RSL Sub-
branch and thank Mr Ian Turpin (Secretary) for his 
ongoing support during this important community event. 
Congratulations to this year’s ANZAC Day competition 
winners: Harley W (Stage 1), Mia H (Stage 2), and Harry 
H (Stage 3), who received their well-deserved prizes 
during the special assembly. A big thank you to Mr 
Castles for once again organising this meaningful 
cultural event for our school community.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
It was yet another proud moment for our school 
community as we came together to commemorate 
ANZAC Day on Saturday 25 April. Approximately 30 
students and their families joined me in participating in 
the ANZAC Day commemorative services at the 
Ourimbah RSL.  
Our student leaders Ava S, Jacob T, Aleia K, Cameron 
H, Mikayla B and Mana U proudly represented the 
school at both the Dawn Service and afternoon march by 
laying a commemorative wreath on behalf of our school. 
  

 

 
This annual event is always a very special and solemn 
service, and it is lovely to see so many of our school 
community supporting the Ourimbah-Lisarow RSL Sub-
branch and keeping the ANZAC spirit alive in our 
younger generations. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A Special Visit – thank you! 

The staff and students were thrilled to welcome Emma 
McBride MP, the Federal Member for Dobell, along with 
the Federal Minister for Education, the Honourable 
Jason Clare, to our school. 
 
Our Relieving Principal, Mrs Jodi Golding, worked closely 
with our committed P&C Association to obtain a federal 
grant, which allowed us to purchase new headphones for 
the school. A big thank you to everyone involved! 

 

 



 

Yarning Circle 

Our amazing new yarning circle is nearing completion. 
We are looking forward to this beautiful space being 
finished in the next few days - a space where all students 
and families can sit and have a ‘yarn’. 

Once this area is open for use, we kindly ask all students 
to stay on the designated pathways and avoid playing in 
the garden beds. Our goal is for this new garden space 
to be enjoyed by students and their families for many 
years to come. The grassed area will remain closed a 
little while longer to allow the newly laid turf to properly 
establish. Especially during school pick-up times, when 
many families gather here, it is important to remind 
children to care for this space. 

Thank you to Jay from Greenthumb Landscape Design 
for the wonderful design and to the Ourimbah PS P&C 
Association for helping to fund this project through the 
NSW Government, Community Building Partnership 
grants program, supported by David Mehan (State 
member for The Entrance). 

 

 

 

 

Staffing News 

At the end of last term, I informed the parent community 
that Mrs Bullock would be taking leave for the remainder 
of Term 2, concluding her time on class 2BL. Mrs Bullock 
will, however, continue in her role as our Creative Arts 
Co-ordinator, HPGE contact person and EAL/D teacher 
on Thursdays on a casual basis. After an extensive 
recruitment process, we have appointed Miss Kira 
Chapman to the class for the remainder of the year. 2BL 
will be taught by Miss Lord (M-W) and Miss Chapman 
(Th-F).  

Sporting News 

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
selected to represent the school at various sporting trials: 

Rugby League: the following students were successful 
in gaining selection in the BWPSSA zone team and 
competed at the Sydney North Trials earlier this term: 

• 12 Years Boys –Jack E, Mana U and Oliver T 

• 12 Years Girls – Ava S 

Football: congratulations to all of the students who 
recently tried out for the BWPSSA football teams: 

• Girls: Elodie C, Rebecca L, Summer S, Audrey C, 

Olive S and Violet B. 

https://www.greenthumblandscapedesign.com/


• Boys: Jacob T, Lachlan P, Eli S, Oliver C-W and 

Logan B. 

Sydney North Swimming Carnival: congratulations to 
the following students who represented both Ourimbah 
PS and the BWPSSA zone at the Regional Swimming 
Carnival at the end of last term: Samuel R, Ace S, Elliott 
P, Jace M and Jake H. 

Cross Country 

Despite the inclement weather trying to spoil this year’s 
Cross Country Carnival, the primary students and 
teachers persisted with preparations, and we managed 
to complete our carnival as planned – thanks to the hard 
work of Mrs Rae, Mr Wilson, Mr Castles and Mr 
Rainger. An event like this takes a lot of careful planning 
and risk management preparation and I would like to give 
a HUGE shout-out to Mrs Rae for leading this special 
event. 

Like last year, the primary carnival was again held at the 
back of the school starting and finishing on C-oval and 
meandering its way behind the middle classrooms and 
down the fire trail at the top of the school. This year’s 
competition was very challenging, with the students 
having to run up a steep hill before negotiating rugged 
terrain.  

We also hosted our very first Teachers vs Parents relay 
event with a team of parents taking out this year’s 
challenge – Harrison Wood, Fiona Eason, Jeena Moore 
and Eric Figueroa. 

 

 

Although these talented athletes may have taken out this 
year’s title, I would also like to thank and recognise the 
efforts of all parents and teachers who participated in this 
event as runners, spectators and officials. Thanks to our 
AMAZING parent and teacher runners:  

• Mr Bradbury, Mrs Elsey, Mr Wilson and Mrs Nagle 

• Kristy Evans, David Leijten, Cam Isaacs, Maria 
Eugenia Uran, Santi Perez, Laura Tasker, Josh 
Dicandilo and Charlene Fleming.  

This year’s age champions are:  

• 8/9 Years – Ace S and Isabelle B 

• 10 Years – Oliver C-W and Lestelle M 

• 11 Years – Lachlan P and Lexi P 

• 12/13 Years – Jacob T and Callie S 

Good luck to our team who will now be competing at the 

BWPSSA Zone Carnival on Friday 15 May at Wyoming 
PS. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mother’s Day Celebrations – save the dates! 

Ourimbah Public School will be hosting our annual 
Mother’s Day celebrations in Week 3 of Term 2. Our 
Mother’s Day stall will be held on Thursday 7 May and 
our Mother’s Day breakfast on Friday 8 May from 8.00 
am – 9.30 am. We would love for the mums, or special 
women in our students’ lives, to join us for the morning!  

Order forms were distributed via School Bytes (email) at 
the end of last term, with last orders closing tomorrow 
(Thursday 30 April). We will be serving bacon and egg 
rolls, including a drink for $5.50.   

Our friends from the Two Travelling Mugs coffee van will 
be here on the day for those wishing to purchase hot 
drinks (adults only). 

 

Kind regards, 

Greg Francis (Principal) 

 

 

BOOK CLUB ORDERS – close Thursday, 7th May 2026 

Book Club brochures have been sent home and orders 
close Thursday, 7th May 2026. 

Please be sure to fill in the order forms correctly, with your 
child’s name and class and then send into school with 
payment to the class teacher or the front office. Orders 
may be paid for by cash or by ordering online with your 
credit card via the LOOP option.   Online orders can be 
placed at: 

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/parent.aspx 

If you are a first time user of the Book Club LOOP online 
ordering system, you will need to register first or login if 
you are a returning customer? 

 

 

 



KINDERGARTEN 2027 

Enrolments for Kindergarten 2027 are now open.  

Please see the attached flyer for further details or  

via the website https://ourimbah-

p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-us/enrol or contact 

the office on 4362 1033. 

 

2026 SPORT DAYS 
K-2  Wednesday 
Yrs 3 – 6 Friday 
 
KNOCKOUT TENNIS  
Last week our tennis team competed against Gosford 
Public School in Round 1 at Gosford Tennis Centre. 
Our players showed great skill and sportsmanship, with 
some amazing singles and doubles play on display. In the 
end Gosford was too strong, winning 6 sets to 2. 
Congratulations Ryder B, Oliver T, Lexi P and a special 
mention to Harlow B, who competed brilliantly as our 
youngest team member from year 3. 
Bring on next year!! 
 

 

 
 
OPERATION OREO 
Operation Oreo is shining a spotlight on Responsibility at 
Ourimbah. We are encouraging all students to patiently 
wait for the duty teacher before entering play areas and 
to keep their spaces clear and tidy. 
 
We are excited to announce that two outstanding 
students have been recognised for their exemplary 
responsible behaviour and have received canteen 
awards. Their actions demonstrate the positive impact 
that responsibility has on our school 
community. Congratulations to Riley W and Logan W. 
 
Showing responsibility means following school routines, 
respecting shared environments, and supporting the 
wellbeing of everyone in our school.  
 
 

By waiting safely and ensuring their areas are free of 
clutter, students are helping to create a safe, welcoming 
environment for all. 
 
We look forward to seeing these responsible behaviours 
continue as Operation Oreo progresses. 
 
Paul Castles - Learning Support Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 

 

STEWART HOUSE ENVELOPES 

Stewart House envelopes were sent home with students 

yesterday. 

This year entrants can purchase tickets instantly via the 

fundraising platform RaffleTix, using the QR Code 

printed on every envelope.  This makes it quick and easy 

to manage entries and helps boost participation. 

In brief: 

Draw: Friday 22 May 2026 – Week 5 

Prizes:  3 fantastic prizes, including a car valued at 

$52,700, thanks to Smart. 

Participation:  Schools are encouraged to let families 

know online purchases are preferred.  The traditional $2 

coin in the envelope is still an option. 

Resources:  Including a QR Code and direct link to the 

raffle ticketing platform are available below.  Or please 

see the attached flyer. 

https://www.raffletix.com.au/stewarthouseraffle2026?mc

_cid=4403f817fd 
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