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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
A Time to Shine – Zone Swimmers were BRILLIANT! 

Congratulations to the 29 students who recently 
represented Ourimbah PS at the BWPSSA Zone 
Swimming Carnival.  

• Year 2 – Jace M 
• Year 3 – Jake H, Samuel R, Ace S and Logan W 
• Year 4 – Emerson A, Lachlan C, Mia H, Sonny R 

and Isabella T 
• Year 5 – Audrey C, Huxley D, Zavier D, Jayda E, 

Daniel L, Elliott P, Thomas R, Giana R, Olive S, Ava 
S and Oliver W 

• Year 6 – James B, Levi D-A, Elleanor F, Cameron 
H, Aleena S, Callie S, Summer S and Jacob T 

A special thank you to our two team officials (Mr Wilson 
and Mrs Alamango) for supervising our students and 
officiating at the BWPSSA Zone Carnival. I also would 
like to acknowledge those parents and carers who 
assisted with transport and cheered on our competitors 
throughout the day. 

 

DATE EVENT 
11 March P&C AGM – 6pm tonight 
12 March Yr 6-7 Transition 
13-23 March NAPLAN 
16 March CANTEEN CLOSED 
23 March CANTEEN CLOSED 
25 March K-2 X Country 
25 March Easter Hat Parade 
27 March X Country 
31 March Sydney North Swimming 
1 April K 2027 Open Day 
2 Aoril Last day of Term 1 
3 April Good Friday 



    

   

   

 

Want to know what is happening in and around 
Ourimbah PS? 

• School Bytes: sign up to Parent Portal: 
https://portal.schoolbytes.education 

• Facebook: follow us on Facebook: Ourimbah PS 
Facebook Page 

Aboriginal Education – cultural day 

Last week, the Aboriginal Education Team, led by Mrs 
Sutter, organised a special cultural day as part of this 
year’s PLP process. Personalised Learning Pathways 
(PLPs) in NSW public schools are designed to improve 
educational, personal, and cultural outcomes for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students by 
establishing a "strengths-based" plan developed in 
partnership between students, families and teachers.  

The day was broken up into several sessions with the 
focus being to support our First Nations students to set 
goals for Semester 1 as part of the PLP process: 

Morning session: Mr Wilson, Mrs Worth and Mrs 
Hampson supported the students through some Yulunga 
Traditional Indigenous Games –  

• marn-grook (game of ball’): was traditionally played by 
some Aboriginal groups in Victoria and was a little like 
our modern-day AFL. The ball was often made of 
twine formed using the twisted hair of the possum. 
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Middle session: Mrs Sutter, Mrs Elsey, Mrs 
Cartwright, Mrs O’Malley and Mrs Worth supported the 
students in completing their cultural placemats where 
they started to set their academic, social and cultural 

goals. We want to give a huge shout-out to one of our 
First Nations parents (Melissa-Jane Nguyen) of proud 
Mununjali descent, living on Darkinjung land who led a 
session on cultural identity with the students designing 
their pavers that will be used as part of our school’s 
yarning circle. You can learn more about Melissa’s 
publications on her website: Melissa-Jane Fogarty 

  

 

 



 

 

  

 

The core purpose of this explicit and individualised 
approach is to ensure every student is "known, valued, 
and cared for," fostering a sense of belonging and 
enabling them to achieve their full learning potential. 

International Women’s Day (IWD) -  
International Women's Day is celebrated on March 8 
annually and is a global day recognising the social, 
economic, cultural and political achievements of women 
worldwide.  
For International Women's Day 2026, there are several 
key themes, with the main ones being "Balance the 

Scales" (focusing on fair justice and equality) and "Give 
to Gain" (emphasising collaboration and mentorship). 
Recognising International Women's Day in NSW public 
schools is important for several reasons: 
• Promotes Gender Equality: It raises awareness 

about gender equality and encourages students to 
reflect on the challenges and achievements of 
women historically and in contemporary society. 

• Empowers Students: Celebrating the day helps 
empower female students by highlighting role 
models and encouraging them to pursue their 
ambitions without limitation. 

• Fosters Respect and Inclusivity: It encourages 
respect for diversity and inclusivity, promoting a 
school culture where everyone values and supports 
gender equity. 

• Educational Opportunity: The day provides a 
meaningful context for teaching about social justice, 
human rights, and the ongoing efforts to achieve 
equality, which are key aspects of the NSW 
curriculum. 

• Inspire Action: Recognising International Women’s 
Day can inspire students and staff to take positive 
actions towards creating a more equitable society. 

• Reflects Community Values: It aligns with the 
values and initiatives of the NSW Department of 
Education, which supports diversity, inclusion, and 
respect for all students. 

By acknowledging International Women's Day, NSW 
public schools contribute to building a more informed, 
respectful, and equitable school community.  
I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all 
of the women who contribute to the life and culture at 
Ourimbah PS and acknowledge their wonderful work in 
educating and nurturing the future leaders of tomorrow… 
your children! 

 
Parent Parking (School Drop-off and Pick-up) 
The staff and I do appreciate that morning and afternoon 
routines can be quite hectic at times regarding parking. 
Student safety is paramount to our school, and I 
would like to remind all families that the staff car park is 
strictly out of bounds for all students and must not be 
used as a ‘Kiss and Go’ area.  
Please be aware that the staff car park and main 
driveway are often used by delivery trucks, courier vans 
and, at times, garbage trucks, so it is important that 
students and their families remain safe by using the Dog 



Trap Road gate and pedestrian pathway as the main 
entry and exit point to the school. Parents are reminded 
to park across the road at the RSL car park and not use 
the bus bay as a pick-up and drop-off point. 
Please note: parents who access TASK (Before and 
After School Care) are able to use the staff car park 
before 8:00 am and after 4:00 pm for drop-offs and pick-
ups. 

Student Safety and Supervision 
It has been brought to our attention that some students 
are arriving at school significantly earlier than the start of 
teacher supervision at 8:25 am.  
To ensure the safety and wellbeing of all students, we 
kindly ask parents and carers to consider dropping their 
children closer to this time. We understand that many 
families have work commitments, and we encourage 
those who need additional support to contact our Before 
and After School Care provider, TASK (Phone: 1300 827 
500 or via the TASK Ourimbah link, for assistance with 
childcare options. Thank you for your cooperation. 

Parent/Teacher Interviews – Term 1 2026 
As part of our school’s Assessment and Reporting Policy, 
Parent/Teacher Interviews commenced this week for all 
classes as outlined below: 
• Monday 9 March – 5/6W 
• Tuesday 10 March – 1/2N and 5/6E 
• Wednesday 11 March – 1/2AP, 4/5S, KJ, 2BL, 1M and 

3/4R 
• Thursday 12 March – KBA, 3/4PN and 3/4B 
• Friday 13 March – 5/6A 

If for some reason you were unable to book a time to 
meet with your child’s teacher, or require more time to 
discuss your child’s ongoing learning, please make 
another appointment with your child’s class teacher 
through the front office on 4362 1033. 

P&C News 
Have you thought about getting involved in the P&C this 
year? The P&C is important because it: 
 assists in fundraising and providing resources to 

enhance student outcomes 
 brings parents, community, students and teaching 

staff into close co-operation 
 aims to build a stronger school community where all 

children benefit 
 provides feedback and advice on school policies 

and activities. 
Membership is only $2. Contact the front office (4362 
1033) for a membership form. 

Please join us tonight Wednesday 11 March (6:00 – 
9:00 pm) for our AGM and consider nominating for one 
of our important roles! 

Sporting News 
Congratulations to Jack E and Mana U who recently 
competed for the Central Coast Dolphins in a touch footy 
State Carnival where their team finished 2nd in the state 
– Congratulations, boys!  

Voluntary School Contributions 
 
We have a commitment to ensuring that every student in 
NSW has access to high-quality public education in 
public schools. 

While instruction in public schools must be provided free 
of charge, we are extremely grateful that some families 
choose to make voluntary financial contributions to our 
school. 

In 2025, those contributions were used to purchase 
additional resources to support the learning cycle and 
included such things as: 

• stationery items to top-up classroom supplies 
• additional resources to support the 

implementation of the curriculum, including 
some online subscriptions. 

While we greatly appreciate these contributions, no one 
should feel pressured to financially contribute to their 
child’s public school. Many families ask for guidance 
regarding an appropriate possible contribution, so we 
have consulted with the Ourimbah PS P&C Association 
to provide that guidance.  

In 2026, the school suggests a voluntary contribution of 
$50 for each student enrolled, or a maximum of $125.00 
for a family of three (3) children or more.  We hope to 
use these funds to purchase such items as new sports 
equipment and resources to support the implementation 
of the four (4) new curriculum.  

You can make a voluntary contribution by logging into the 
School Bytes Parent Portal. Beyond this contribution, we 
ask parents to contribute to some other costs throughout 
the year. These costs sit outside delivery of the core 
curriculum and participation is optional for families. This 
may include excursions or extracurricular activities. 

You will be advised in advance if any of these items have 
associated costs, however, no child will be 
disadvantaged due to financial hardship. If you need help 
from the school, you can apply for confidential support via 
the following link: Voluntary Contributions - Additional 
Information 

https://www.task-kids.com.au/ourimbah
https://portal.schoolbytes.education/auth/login?return_to=https%253A%252F%252Fportal.schoolbytes.education%252F&error=unauthenticated
https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/strategies-and-reports/schools-funding/voluntary-school-contributions
https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/strategies-and-reports/schools-funding/voluntary-school-contributions


If you would like further information, please do not 
hesitate to contact the front office on 43 621033.  

NAPLAN Tests (Years 3 and 5) 
NAPLAN is a national literacy and numeracy assessment 
that students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 sit each year. It is the 
only national assessment all Australian students have the 
opportunity to undertake. 
As students progress through their school years, it’s 
important to check how well they are learning the 
essential skills of reading, writing and numeracy. 
NAPLAN assesses the literacy and numeracy skills that 
students are learning through the school curriculum and 
allows parents/carers to see how their child is 
progressing against national standards and over time. 
NAPLAN is just one aspect of a school’s assessment and 
reporting process. It doesn’t replace ongoing 
assessments made by teachers about student 
performance, but it can provide teachers with additional 
information about students’ educational progress. 
NAPLAN also provides schools, education authorities 
and governments with information about how education 
programs are working and whether young Australians are 
achieving important educational outcomes in literacy and 
numeracy. 
Over the next few weeks, OPS students in Years 3 and 5 
will be participating in a series of assessments in writing, 
reading, conventions of language (spelling, grammar and 
punctuation) and numeracy. 
If you have any questions relating to your child’s 
participation in this year’s NAPLAN assessments, please 
contact the front office (4362 1033) and ask to speak with 
one of our school NAPLAN Coordinators (Mrs Golding 
and Mr Francis). 
An information brochure with further information has 
been included with this week’s newsletter. 

 
Greg Francis 
Principal 
 
 
KINDERGARTEN 2027 
Enrolments for Kindergarten 2027 are now open.  
Please see the attached flyer for further details or  
via the website https://ourimbah-
p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-us/enrol or contact 
the office on 4362 1033. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
There is a school photo make up day on Monday, 23 
March for Individual and Sibling Photos. 
 
If you have not already registered, please go onto the 
LookPro website and register using your child’s code that 
your child should have brought home recently. 
 
2026 SPORT DAYS 
K-2  Wednesday 
Yrs 3 – 6 Friday 
 
 
NEW SCHOOL BELL TIMES 

Morning Duty:   B Area: 8:25 – 8:52 am 

Recess:   10:55 – 11:25 am 

Lunch:   1:25 – 2:00 pm 

End of day:  2:50pm 

 
BOOK CLUB ORDERS – ISSUE 2 2026 
Book Club Issue 2 brochures have been sent home and 
orders close on Monday, 16th March 2026. 
Please be sure to fill in the order forms correctly, with your 
child’s name and class and then send into school with 
payment to the class teacher or the front office. Orders 
may be paid for by cash or by ordering online with 
your credit card via the LOOP option.   Online orders 
can be placed at: 

https://ourimbah-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-us/enrol
https://ourimbah-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-us/enrol


https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/parent.aspx 
If you are a first time user of the Book Club LOOP online 
ordering system, you will need to register first or login if 
you are a returning customer? 
 

 
 

 
 
P&C NEWS 
UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
 
 WEDNESDAY MORNINGS   8:30 - 9:00am 
 
Uniforms may be ordered through the online ordering 
system, via the ‘Square’ app.   
https://ops-uniform-shop.square.site 
All orders will be sent home with your child, unless 
requested in the notes box, to collect by the parent the 
office.  Please also include your child’s name and class  
in the notes box too. 
 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS: 
 
University of Newcastle Oral Health Clinic 

Dear Ourimbah Public School, 

We’re pleased to announce the second Children’s Dental 
Clinic at the University of Newcastle Oral Health Clinic, 
following the success of last year’s program. 

We would greatly appreciate it if you could share this 
information with your school community and pass it on to 
families who may be interested. 

This is a free dental service for children under 18, 
provided by final-year Bachelor of Oral Health Therapy 
students under the close supervision of qualified and 
registered dental professionals. 

Clinic dates: 

• Check-ups: Wednesday 8 April & Friday 10 April 

• Treatments: Monday 13 April, Wednesday 15 
April & Friday 17 April 

The first appointment includes a comprehensive dental 
check-up and may include X-rays, a professional clean, 
and fluoride treatment if required. Follow-up 
appointments will be scheduled where further care is 
needed. 

To book an appointment, please call (02) 4348 4164. 

We look forward to welcoming your students and their 
families. 

 
The UON Bachelor of Oral Health Therapy Team 

 

 

 

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/parent.aspx
https://ops-uniform-shop.square.site/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 
  



 

 
 

 


