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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
A Time to Shine – Election of Sports Officials – 2026 
Earlier this term, the students and staff had the 
opportunity to elect their Sports Captains for 2026 – what 
a wonderful group of leaders that were successful!  

It was great seeing so many parents and family members 
able to join us for the badge presentation. 
Thank you to Mr Wilson for leading this year’s elections. 
Congratulations to the following students who have been 
elected to be a part of this year’s Sports Leadership 
Team – 
Kangaroos 
• Captains – James B and Callie S 

Emus 
• Captains – Kade D and Willow Y 

Platypus 
• Captains – Levi D-A and Natalia C 

Koalas 
• Captains – Jack E and Aleena S 

 

 

DATE EVENT 
2 March CANTEEN CLOSED 
6 March BWPSSA Zone Swim 
9 March Syd North Tennis 
10 March Syd North Tennis 
10 March School Photos 
11 March P&C AGM 
12 March Yr 6-7 Transition 
13-23 March NAPLAN 
25 March K-2 X Country 
25 March Easter Hat Parade 
27 March X Country 
31 March Sydney North Swimming 
1 April K 2027 Open Day 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Animals of War - Ourimbah RSL 
Earlier this week, I had the privilege of attending the 
special Animals of War Commemorative Service at the 
Ourimbah | Lisarow RSL Subbranch.  
I would like to acknowledge the amazing leadership 
shown by Jacob T and Ava S who represented OPS as 
school officials during the special ceremony. They did an 
amazing job reading their particular scripts and were 
great ambassadors for our school. My thanks also to Mr 
Castles for his organisational role in liaising with Mr Ian 
Turpin from the Ourimbah | Lisarow RSL Subbranch and 
affording our school leaders with this important 
responsibility. 
Ava and Jacob have written a brief information text 
recounting their experiences on the day: 
On Tuesday, 24th February we Ava S and Jacob T, had 
the privilege of visiting the Ourimbah RSL to 
commemorate the service of “Animals in Wartime”.  Ava 
presented a reading on pigeons and their important roll in 
wartime communications, whilst Jacob delivered an 
address on camels and how they were instrumental to the 
success of allied campaigns. 
This experience helped us to understand the significance 
of animals in war, and most importantly, we had the 
privilege of meeting Veterans who served for our 
Country. 



It was an unforgettable opportunity to connect to with the 
past and reflect on some of the heroes in war. 
Thank you to Mr Francis, who helped us prepare and for 
getting us there.  It was a great way to start the year as 
School Captains. 

 
 

 

 

 

Staffing News 
I write to share some important staffing news with mixed 
emotions. 
Mrs Sally Brown will be concluding her time at Ourimbah 
PS at the end of this week. Mrs Brown has accepted a 
promotional position as Assistant Principal – Curriculum 
and Instruction at Somersby Public School for the 
remainder of 2026. We will sincerely miss her dedication 
and compassion as a Kindergarten teacher, as well as 
the outstanding leadership she has demonstrated while 
serving as Relieving Assistant Principal across various 
stages in recent years. At the same time, we are excited 
for her as she embarks on this next chapter. 
To ensure continuity of the students’ learning and 
wellbeing, Miss Kira Chapman has been appointed as 
the new Kindergarten (KBA) classroom teacher on 
Mondays and Tuesdays, while Mrs Anderson will 
continue to job-share the role on Wednesdays through 
Fridays. 
In addition, Mr Jack Buffon will be concluding his role 
with class 1/2AP at the end of this week. Jack joined 
Ourimbah Public School as a temporary teacher following 
Mrs Bowd’s retirement at the end of 2025 and has done 
an excellent job settling the Year 1 and 2 class and 
building positive relationships with students and staff. 
While we will miss Jack’s dedication and compassion, we 
are pleased to welcome Miss Chiara Porter, who will be 
joining us as Assistant Principal (K-2). 
To support this transition, Mrs Lauren Kenny will job-
share the 1/2AP class on Mondays and Tuesdays, with 
Miss Porter working Wednesdays through Fridays until 
she returns to full-time work at the start of Term 3. 
The school leadership team has carefully planned these 
changes to ensure a smooth and positive experience for 
your child during these important early stages of their 
education.  
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact the school office on 4362 1033. 

 

 



Student Behaviour Management – new policy 
Ourimbah Public School is committed to explicitly 
teaching and modelling positive behaviour and to 
supporting all students to be engaged with their learning.  
Our goal is to inspire every child to participate positively 
in the school community and beyond. We focus on 
promoting excellence, opportunity and success for every 
student, every day. We value and strive to develop safe, 
respectful and responsible learners in a caring learning 
community.  
Principles of positive behaviour support, trauma-informed 
practice, inclusive practice, and social emotional learning 
underpin our daily practice. High expectations for student 
behaviour are established and maintained through 
effective role modelling, explicit teaching, and planned 
responses. 
 
Behaviour Code for Students 
NSW public schools are committed to providing safe, 
supportive and responsive learning environments for 
everyone. We teach and model the behaviours we value 
in our students.  
The purpose of the NSW Education Behaviour Code for 
Students is to establish clear expectations for student 
behaviour that promote a safe, respectful, and supportive 
learning environment. It aims to help students understand 
their rights and responsibilities, encourage positive 
behaviour, and guide appropriate responses to behaviour 
issues. Ultimately, the code supports student wellbeing, 
engagement, and success in their educational journey by 
fostering respectful relationships and a culture of 
responsibility and inclusion within schools. 
A copy of the code can be found at this link: Behaviour 
Code for Students  
At Ourimbah PS, we categorise behaviours of concern 
using the following levels for the playground and the 
classroom (See Appendices 1-2): 
1. Green (minor): teacher re-direction (first warning) 
2. Yellow (moderate): time-in: classroom / yellow card: 

playground (second warning) 
3. Orange (serious): buddy class time-out: classroom / 

red card detention: playground. Wellbeing teachers 
/ executive staff intervention (third warning) 

4. Red (extreme): executive staff member / Principal 
intervention 

Stages of Learning and Class Supervision 
I wanted to take this opportunity to clarify a few details 
relating to class compositions and stage supervision for 
2026. Classes are organised upon student enrolment 
numbers, and they may comprise of straight years or can 
be composite classes.  Composite classes or multi-age 
classes are a regular inclusion in all Australian schools.   

We take great care in ensuring that every student is 
placed in a classroom that best meets his/her needs. 
Factors such as learning and social benefits are of prime 
importance. 
Schooling in NSW is organised into seven stages of 
learning across primary and secondary schools. 
Students move through stages of learning from Early 
Stage 1 (Kindergarten) to Stage 6 (Year 12). 
The NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) is 
responsible for the curriculum, Kindergarten to Year 12, 
for all NSW schools. 
For the primary years, NESA develops syllabuses for all 
subjects in six key learning areas: 
• English 
• Mathematics 
• Creative Arts 
• Human Society and Its Environment (HSIE) 
• Personal Development, Health and Physical 

Education (PDHPE), and 
• Science and Technology. 

Primary School from Kindergarten to Year 6 (K-6) 
encompasses four stages of learning. 
• Early Stage = Kindergarten (starting from five years of 

age) 
• Stage 1 = Years 1 and 2 
• Stage 2 = Years 3 and 4 
• Stage 3 = Years 5 and 6 

At Ourimbah PS, special groupings also occur across the 
school to promote students' academic and social 
learning. These include High Potential and Gifted 
Education (HPGE), Learning and Support (LST), 
sporting, creative and practical arts and Student 
Leadership (SRC) groups. 
We have a highly productive learning support team that 
analyses all student performance data, then provides 
advice to staff and support for students in the form of 
small group learning sessions and individualised 
assistance with School Learning Support Officers 
(SLSOs). 
If ever you have a particular concern regarding your 
child’s education, the first port of call is your child’s 
class teacher.  If required, any concerns regarding 
students in a particular class can be referred to the 
relevant Stage / Class Supervisors. This year, we have 
some cross-stage classes which are supervised by the 
very committed and supportive Assistant Principals: 
• Mrs Kenny / Miss Porter: K-2 classes 
• Mrs Sutter: 3-6 classes 
• Mrs Wakelin: Learning and Support 
• Mrs Golding: Curriculum and Instruction 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/policy-library/public/supporting-documents/pd-2006-0316-01-behaviourcodestudents.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/policy-library/public/supporting-documents/pd-2006-0316-01-behaviourcodestudents.pdf
https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa/about/who-we-are/information-for-parents-and-carers


Parent/Teacher Interviews – Term 1 2026 
As part of our school’s Assessment and Reporting Policy, 
Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held for all classes next 
week, commencing on Monday 9 March and concluding 
on Friday 13 March 2026. 
Interview bookings can be made online through the 
School Bytes Parent Portal from Monday 24 February at 
8:00am and closing on Friday 28 February at 4:00pm. If 
you are unable to make a booking through the Parent 
Portal, please contact the front office on 43621033 for 
assistance. 
The format of our interviews will be a face-to-face 
interview at school or a phone interview. If you choose to 
book a phone interview, please be aware that you may 
receive an incoming call from a private number. 
A separate note with further information, including the 
interview schedule will be distributed to all families via the 
School Bytes platform by the end of the week. 

Sporting News 
Congratulations to the following students who have been 
selected to represent the school at various zone sporting 
trials: 
• Sydney North PSSA Boys Hockey – Elliott P and 

Miles C 
• BWPSSA Tennis – Jacob T, Eve R, Ryder B, Zahli 

T, Olive S, Oliver T and Lexi P. A special 
congratulations to both Lexi P and Olver T who were 
selected to represent the BWPSSA at the regional 
trials. 

• BWPSSA Basketball – Jacob T 
• BWPSSA AFL – Jenson K 
• BWPSSA Swimming Carnival – we have 29 

athletes representing Ourimbah PS at the upcoming 
Zone Swimming Carnival on Friday 6 March at 
Peninsula Leisure Centre. Supervision will be 
provided by Mr Wilson and Mrs Alamango. 

Good luck at your upcoming trials! 

 

Voluntary School Contributions 
 
We have a commitment to ensuring that every student in 
NSW has access to high-quality public education in 
public schools. 

While instruction in public schools must be provided free 
of charge, we are extremely grateful that some families 
choose to make voluntary financial contributions to our 
school. 

In 2025, those contributions were used to purchase 
additional resources to support the learning cycle and 
included such things as: 

• stationery items to top-up classroom supplies 
• additional resources to support the 

implementation of the curriculum, including 
some online subscriptions. 

While we greatly appreciate these contributions, no one 
should feel pressured to financially contribute to their 
child’s public school. Many families ask for guidance 
regarding an appropriate possible contribution, so we 
have consulted with the Ourimbah PS P&C Association 
to provide that guidance.  

In 2026, the school suggests a voluntary contribution of 
$50 for each student enrolled, or a maximum of $125.00 
for a family of three (3) children or more.  We hope to 
use these funds to purchase such items as new sports 
equipment and resources to support the implementation 
of the four (4) new curriculum.  

You can make a voluntary contribution by logging into the 
School Bytes Parent Portal. Beyond this contribution, we 
ask parents to contribute to some other costs throughout 
the year. These costs sit outside delivery of the core 
curriculum and participation is optional for families. This 
may include excursions or extracurricular activities. 

You will be advised in advance if any of these items have 
associated costs, however, no child will be 
disadvantaged due to financial hardship. If you need help 
from the school, you can apply for confidential support via 
the following link: Voluntary Contributions - Additional 
Information 

If you would like further information, please do not 
hesitate to contact the front office on 43 621033.  

School Photos – ‘SMILE!’ 
School photographs have been scheduled with our 
friends from LookPro Photography on Tuesday 10 
March – students are requested to wear their full school 
summer uniform. 
Make up day for individual / school sibling photos, 
Tuesday 24 March. 

https://portal.schoolbytes.education/auth/login?return_to=https%253A%252F%252Fportal.schoolbytes.education%252F&error=unauthenticated
https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/strategies-and-reports/schools-funding/voluntary-school-contributions
https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/strategies-and-reports/schools-funding/voluntary-school-contributions


Further information has been distributed via the School 
Bytes portal. 

NAPLAN Tests (Years 3 and 5) 
NAPLAN is a national literacy and numeracy assessment 
that students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 sit each year. It is the 
only national assessment all Australian students have the 
opportunity to undertake. 
As students progress through their school years, it’s 
important to check how well they are learning the 
essential skills of reading, writing and numeracy. 
NAPLAN assesses the literacy and numeracy skills that 
students are learning through the school curriculum and 
allows parents/carers to see how their child is 
progressing against national standards and over time. 
Special provisions are provided to students with 
disability, or who require learning adjustments as part of 
their regular learning program, to enable an equivalent 
learner experience during NAPLAN testing and to 
encourage maximum participation. 
A parent information flyer has been included with this 
week’s newsletter which contains more detailed 
information. If you have a child in Year 3 or 5 this year 
and would like to know more about the NAPLAN testing, 
please contact the front office and ask to speak with your 
child’s class teacher. 

Ourimbah PS – Facebook Page 
In 2024, we launched the official Ourimbah PS Facebook 
page. This was set up as a separate page to the P&C 
pages that currently exist and will be managed by a team 
of administrators, including our newly formed Social 
Media Team.  
Please take the time to read the Rules of Engagement 
(located in the About – Privacy and Legal Info section) - 
these have also been attached to this newsletter for your 
convenience.  
Link - Ourimbah PS Facebook Page 
We look forward to continuing to use this platform to 
promote school events and share our successes with the 
broader community! 

School Bytes: don’t forget to sign-up for the Parent 
Portal 

School Bytes will continue to be used as the school’s 
main management platform. The parent communication 
module allows our school to send personalised emails 
and SMS correspondence to each family. Parents will be 
able to access real time data about school events: your 
child’s attendance, academic reports, excursion 
information and payments and wellbeing data keeping 
families informed about student behaviour and progress 
at school. 

We strongly encourage all parents to login and access 
the Parent Portal via this link: School Bytes - Parent 
Portal 

School Bytes also offers a parent app for Apple and 
Android devices – these links can be found in the flyer 
that has been attached to this newsletter. 

 
Greg Francis 
Principal 

 

 

 
SCHOOL PHOTOS – TUESDAY, 10th MARCH 2026 
Ourimbah School’s photos are happening in Week 7 this 
term, on Tuesday, 10th March 2026. 
Individual Photo flyers will be sent home today, which will 
include each child’s individual photo code and sibling 
photo information. 
For more information or to view LookPro Photography's 
current packages,visit: 
https://lookpro.com.au/school-photography 

https://www.facebook.com/OurimbahPS/directory_privacy_and_legal_info
https://www.facebook.com/OurimbahPS/
https://portal.schoolbytes.education/auth/login?return_to=https%253A%252F%252Fportal.schoolbytes.education%252F&error=unauthenticated
https://portal.schoolbytes.education/auth/login?return_to=https%253A%252F%252Fportal.schoolbytes.education%252F&error=unauthenticated
https://lookpro.com.au/school-photography


OPERATION OREO 
We are delighted to celebrate the successful first week of 
Operation Oreo’s Respect focus at Ourimbah Public 
School. Two outstanding students, Riley McL and Lorcan 
McC, were recognised for demonstrating respectful 
behaviour and were rewarded with canteen prizes for 
their efforts. 
In addition, we held a special bonus draw from the Oreo 
Behaviour Bucket and our winner was Hudson G. This 
draw includes past tickets recognising students who 
consistently demonstrate our school values of being 
Safe, Respectful, and Responsible. This initiative 
ensures that students are acknowledged not only for the 
current focus but for upholding all of our positive 
behaviour expectations year-round. 
Thank you to all students for embracing these values and 
contributing to a respectful and supportive school 
community. 

 
 

 
 

 

2026 SPORT DAYS 
K-2  Wednesday 
Yrs 3 – 6 Friday 
 
 
NEW SCHOOL BELL TIMES 

Morning Duty:   B Area: 8:25 – 8:52 am 

Recess:   10:55 – 11:25 am 

Lunch:   1:25 – 2:00 pm 

End of day:  2:50pm 

 
P&C NEWS 
UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
 
 WEDNESDAY MORNINGS   8:30 - 9:00am 
 
Uniforms may be ordered through the online ordering 
system, via the ‘Square’ app.   
https://ops-uniform-shop.square.site 
All orders will be sent home with your child, unless 
requested in the notes box, to collect by the parent the 
office.  Please also include your child’s name and class  
in the notes box too. 
 
CANTEEN IOU’s 
From time-to-time lunch orders for students are not 
ordered or students forget to bring in their lunches from 
home.  If your child does not have lunch the office will ring 
and ask permission to purchase lunch from the canteen 
and an IOU will be sent home via your child or also an 
email will be sent requesting payment ASAP. 

Payment can be paid by cash or via School Bytes under 
the ‘Payments’ tab, add ‘other item’.  IOU’s will be limited 
to $10.00 and must be paid ASAP.  All outstanding 
payments need to be settled by the end of each term 
before other IOU’s are granted. 

Your prompt payment of this amount is greatly 
appreciated. If you have any concerns regarding this 
matter, please contact the front office (4362 1033) and 
request to speak to the school Principal. 

 

 

 

 
 

https://ops-uniform-shop.square.site/


 
 





 

 
  



 
 
 
 

 
  



 
 
 

  



OURIMBAH NETBALL CLUB 
 

"JUNIOR & SENIOR SKILLS CLINIC NOW INCLUDING 5-9 
YEARS NETBALL SKILLS ���������� 

 
Saturday 28th February we will be holding junior and senior skills 
clinics. We've got some amazing coaches ready to get us season 

ready with agility, footwork and ball handling skills.  
 

Bringing your child to the junior clinic? Stay and have a run in the 
seniors clinic! 

 
5-9 years come and try netball skills - register for free 

here: https://forms.gle/i9MNUtvuB8Zduzez5 
 

Juniors (10-15yrs) - purchase your tickets 
here: https://www.stickytickets.com.au/76XX17 

 
17s + Seniors - register for free 

here: https://forms.gle/i9MNUtvuB8Zduzez5 
 

All attendees will go into the draw to win one of two Rebel Sport 
Vouchers (one for juniors, one for seniors). 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2Fi9MNUtvuB8Zduzez5&data=05%7C02%7Cstella.dawson%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C3225a9ed157e4261d03908de73468eff%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C639074944058831453%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w2cX3EfKKuepGp%2FwbYjUgEMk1pE0vVvlBjjrkUZhMhg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stickytickets.com.au%2F76XX17&data=05%7C02%7Cstella.dawson%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C3225a9ed157e4261d03908de73468eff%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C639074944058876457%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lIDFjVmMoZ4iAtKcMX5%2ByXFW7dWAOPaZnMF1tiZ%2F2%2B4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2Fi9MNUtvuB8Zduzez5&data=05%7C02%7Cstella.dawson%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C3225a9ed157e4261d03908de73468eff%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C639074944058926796%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Mnfv6%2BE%2FNNYOk9izOn1pY%2BF16W2r40ropaV0bD4BMBg%3D&reserved=0


 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 



 



 
 
 



 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Bus Safety Week reminds all road users to ‘Be Bus Aware’ Our school bus operator 

Busways is reminding all road users, parents, and students to ‘be bus aware’ as part of 

Transport for NSW’s Bus Safety Week campaign, running Feb 23 – Mar 01.  

Bus Safety Week, part of the ‘Be Bus Aware’ campaign, sees Governments, bus operators, 

and emergency services raise awareness about the importance of being safe in and around 

buses and spread the message to ‘Be Bus Aware’. 

 

The initiative provides a timely reminder to parents to have a talk with their children about 

bus safety; to motorists when giving way to buses; to pedestrians to make sure they are 

alert of their surroundings; and to cyclists to ensure they can see where buses are.  

 

We all have a part to play in bus safety. The ‘Be Bus Aware’ campaign has been developed 

with input from Bus NSW, NSW Police and Transport for NSW. For more information on 

bus safety or to learn about Transport for NSW’s ‘Be Bus Aware’ campaign, visit 

https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/roadsafety/road-users/drivers/be-bus-aware or visit the 

Busways website https://www.busways.com.au/. 



 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 


