NEWSLETTER

‘Endeavour to Excel’
121 PACIFIC HIGHWAY, OURIMBAH 2258
Email: ourimbah-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

DATES TO REMEMBER

DATE EVENT

11 December Parent Helpers Morning Tea

11 December Stage 3 Planetarian Incursion

15 December CANTEEN CLOSED
15 December Year 6 Graduation & Farewell
16 December K-2 Party Day

K-2 Christmas Assembly

18 December Kindergarten Graduation

18 December Stage 2 & Stage 3 Party Day

19 December Last Day of Term
27 -30 January | School Development Days
Staff only attend
30 January Uniform Shop Open-8:30-9:30am
2 February K-6 students return
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A Time to Shine - OPS Christmas Carols

A wonderful evening full of fun, food and festivities. A
special thank you to all of our Ourimbah PS families who
braved the sweltering conditions to bring joy and laughter
to our amazing school community.

‘Excellence, Opportunity, Success’
PHONE: 43621033 FAX: 4362 2531
Website: www.ourimbah-p.schools.nsw.edu.au

‘Communicating with our Caring Community’

Wednesday, 10t December 2025

An event like this occurs when a passionate and
dedicated team come together to make it so special for
everyone. A huge thank you to Rowan from Teaching
Services Australia, who has been leading our band for
the past 8 years at Ourimbah PS. Rowan volunteered his
time and sound system to ensure our carols night was
another big success.

| would also like to extend a huge thank you to the OPS
staff who made up the Carols Committee, led by Sally
Brown. Their behind-the-scenes efforts ensured the
event was well-organised and followed all necessary
health and safety protocols. From the front office team
handling essential administrative tasks, to John Rainger,
our dedicated General Assistant, who decorated with
fairy lights and kept A-oval in excellent condition, your
hard work did not go unnoticed.

We also appreciate the staff who supported the event on
the night by setting up, packing up, and assisting their
stage teams on the makeshift stage. Thank you for
helping make this such a memorable and enjoyable
occasion — your performance was something to behold
with Mr Tahere on lead vocals!

The band, choir, and recorder group were outstanding.
Special recognition goes to Mrs Bullock and Rowan for
their dedication to the performing arts at our school—
excellent work all around! And once again, a special
shout-out to Evana R for her remarkable solo
performance of "Santa, can you hear me?”. She truly is
an exceptional talent and a star in the making!



Finally, a huge thank you to the incredible P&C
volunteers who helped keep our families refreshed with
ice slushies, well-fed with a sausage sizzle and delicious
gourmet ltalian beef rolls and entertained everyone with
face painting and various fun activities. You made it all
possible—great job!

We even had a visit from Santa Claus himself who arrived
at the school in a fire truck with sirens blazing,
boardshorts on and a sack full of lollies - the children had
a ball! Although, | can’t believe he’s thinking about putting
me on the ‘naughty list!

A great way to celebrate the closing of another school
year (nearly &= ) with our students and their families -
such an inclusive and enjoyable community event!
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Student Leadership Elections

Congratulations to all our Year 5 students who recently
participated in the election for the 2026 Student Officials
Team. Every one of the 22 students who stood before the
school and delivered their leadership speeches should be

very proud of their confidence and poise in addressing
both students and teachers.

Selecting just three boys and three girls to represent the
school at this level was a challenging decision. However,
| am confident that those who were not successful this
time will continue to pursue other leadership
opportunities in the coming year, such as sports captains,
SRC members, or representatives in the Valley Schools
Leadership project.

| would also like to thank Mrs Elsey and the other Stage
3 teachers for their support throughout this challenging
and sometimes nerve-wracking process. Itis vital that the
students of Ourimbah PS continue to have a voice and
play an active role in the decision-making processes that
shape their education and guide the school’s strategic
direction.

Congratulations to the following students who were
successful in being elected into the 2026 Student
Leadership Team:

o Prefects: Mikayla B and Mana U
¢ Vice Captains: Aleia K and Cameron H
o Captains: Ava S and Jacob T

Annual Presentation Awards 2025

Earlier this week, we once again welcomed families,
friends and distinguished guests to our annual
Presentation Award Ceremonies. It is always extremely
difficult for teachers to have to limit their certificates to a
handful of students from each class - as teachers we
want to give every student the opportunity to connect,
thrive and succeed in their learning.

To our amazing students: You have demonstrated
determination, creativity, and kindness throughout the
year. Whether excelling in your studies, participating in
sports, shining in the arts, or supporting your classmates
with friendship and compassion, you have made
Ourimbah a better place each and every day. Each of you
has achieved something unique, and we celebrate your
valuable contributions to our collective success—your
team, TEAM Ourimbah!

To our dedicated staff: Your dedication, effort, and
commitment create a caring environment where every
student can feel connected, grow, and achieve. Thank
you for your unwavering support and inspiration,
frequently extending beyond the classroom. Your hard
work is truly valued and appreciated.

| especially want to acknowledge the hard work and
dedication of Mrs Sutter, Mrs Wakelin, Mrs Golding
and the front office staff (Mrs Ward and Mrs Vila) for
organising this year's special assemblies — your extra
efforts make all the difference!



School Development Days Term 1 2026

School Development Days are designed to build a world
class public education system through the roll out of the
new knowledge-based curriculum which embeds explicit
teaching in every classroom.

School development days are used by schools to build
on the knowledge and skills of our teachers, school
leaders and school administrative support staff through a
targeted professional learning program. Professional
learning is important in building the capabilities of all staff
to ensure a highly skilled and professional workforce that
can support the department’s vision for NSW public
education to be Australia’s best education system and
one of the finest in the world.

Schools are required to update their school community of
the School Development Days for the end of year and for
the beginning of the 2025 school year. This information
is as follows:

Students’ last day for this year will be Friday 19
December. Staff will finish on the same day, as there are
no Staff Development Days to end the school year.

Next year, all students will be starting school on Monday
2 February, including Kindergarten as BEST Start testing
will be held during the school day.

The NSW Department of Education has allocated 4
school development days (SDD) to commence the new
school year. These school development days provide
teachers with time to be best prepared individually and
collectively to implement curriculum.

A full list of School Development Days for 2025 are
as follows:

e Term 1: Tuesday 27 January - Friday 30 January
e Term 2: Monday 20 April and Tuesday 21 April

e Term 3: Monday 20 July

e Term 4: Monday 12 October

Year 6 Graduation Assembly - save the date!

Please save this special date on your calendars. OPS
staff and students will be saying farewell to our
graduating Year 6 students with a special graduation
assembly and performance on Monday 15 December
commencing at 9:30 am in the school hall, followed by
morning tea provided by the P&C in the library.

Student Attendance - application for leave

Education for your child is important and regular
attendance at school is essential for your child to achieve
their educational best and increase their career and life
options. NSW public schools work in partnership with
parents to encourage and support regular attendance of
children and young people. When your child attends
school every day, learning becomes easier and your child
will build and maintain friendships with other children.

On occasions, your child may need to be absent from
school. Justified reasons for student absences may
include:

e being sick, or having an infectious disease

¢ having an unavoidable medical appointment

e being required to attend a recognised religious holiday

e exceptional or urgent family circumstance (e.g.
attending a funeral).

Families are encouraged to travel during school holidays.
If travel during school term is necessary, discuss this with
your child’s school principal. An Application for
Extended Leave may need to be completed. Absences
relating to travel will be marked as leave on the roll and
therefore contribute to your child’s total absences for the
year. Please make contact with the front office should
your family be planning to take a holiday during the
school term and ask for a Leave Application.

Semester 2 Student Reports

Our staff are finalising the students’ Semester 2 reports
as part of the school’s annual reporting process. This is
an extremely busy time of year for all school personnel,
and a lot of time and care is dedicated to finalising
assessments and writing reports for all students in their
classes to ensure parents and carers are provided with
accurate and detailed information about their child's
academic progress, commitment to learning, and their
social and emotional development.

Semester 2 reports will be accessible via the School
Bytes Parent Portal on Wednesday, 17 December.

School Organisation and Class Formations 2026

Is your family planning to return to Ourimbah Public
School in 20267

Over the past few weeks, the staff and | have been
working on preparing draft class lists for 2026. If you are
moving away from the area or plan to enrol your children
in another school next year, please inform the front office
in writing as soon as possible by calling 4362 1033.

Organising student placements into classes each year is
a detailed and important process. Our Learning and
Support Team carefully reviews class placements to
ensure a smooth transition for all students, especially
those with additional learning needs.

Each year, we aim to create well-balanced classes that
promote the overall wellbeing of students and foster
positive, productive learning environments. Various
factors are taken into account, including academic ability,
language and medical needs, friendships, and behaviour
support requirements.

If you wish to make any requests regarding your child’s
class placement for the upcoming school year, these
must be submitted in writing each year to avoid



disappointment once class lists are finalised early in the
school year. While any written parental requests are
carefully considered by myself and the school leadership
team when forming classes, please understand that
teachers and |, as education professionals, are ultimately
best placed to make final class placement decisions.

We also take into consideration the students’ friendship
groups, however, do not guarantee that your child will be
in a class with every child they select to be on this list.
Creating a supportive, balanced and harmonious class
group, whilst prioritising the behavioural dynamics,
academic and wellbeing needs, and adhering to the NSW
Education’s guidelines in relation to class sizes help to
create a supportive, inclusive, and effective learning
environment.

The Stage Supervisors for 2026 will be:
e Learning and Support — Mrs Wakelin

e Infants (K-2) — A new appointment will be confirmed
early next year

e Primary (3-6) — Mrs Sutter

As enrolment numbers continue to fluctuate daily, the
final class composition will not be confirmed until the new
school year begins. However, the likely class structures
at this stage include:

1. Early Stage 1 (Kindergarten) = 2 x straight Kinder
classes.

2. Stage 1 (Years 1 & 2) = 4 classes (2 x composite
1/2 class, 1 x straight Year 1 class and 1 x straight
Year 2 class).

3. Stage 2 (Years 3 & 4) = 3.5 classes (3 x composite
3/4 classes, and 1 x composite 4/5 class).

4. Stage 3 (Years 5 & 6) = 3.5 classes (1 composite
4/5 class and 3 x composite 5/6 classes).

Kind regards,
Greg Francis (Principal)

LIBRARY MURAL

On Thursday, Ourimbah Public School proudly unveiled
a breathtaking new mural in the library — a collaborative
artwork that has already transformed the space into a
vibrant hub of colour, culture, and creativity.

This collaborative mural for Ourimbah Public School
brings together the combined strengths of three artists
whose styles seamlessly interlace to create depth,
inspiration, and cultural resonance. Grant Molony leads
the illustrative elements with a central line-work depiction
of a young boy opening a book — a symbolic portal
inviting students to step into worlds of imagination and
curiosity. On the cover of the book appears a detailed
illustration of Oreo, the school’s beloved magpie mascot,
acting as both guide and guardian to the stories within.
Russ Molony enriches the piece with traditional
Indigenous motifs, grounding the mural in culture,

connection, and shared community identity. His work
features a large meeting place symbol that speaks to
collective belonging, welcoming all students into this new
zone of learning, wonder, and growth.

Jason Goulding’s graphic design and colour foundations
bring cohesion, calm, and clarity. The palette is soothing
yet upliting — a balance that supports focus while
sparking creativity. Interwoven throughout the mural are
organic shapes and forms derived from student artwork
created during the concept design workshop. These
contributions are layered and scaled into the
composition, giving students a tangible place in the story
and celebrating their voices.

Together, the mural becomes a living tapestry of
inspiration and mystery — a visual reminder that books
are gateways, that creativity is collaborative, and that
every student has a place in the shared journey of
learning.

Students have already begun gathering around the
mural, pointing out details, asking questions, and
discussing its meaning. Teachers have reported how the
artwork has sparked new conversations about
storytelling, symbolism, artistic expression, and cultural
significance.

The school would like to thank the artists, the students
who contributed their ideas, and the staff who supported
the project. This mural stands not only as a stunning
piece of art, but as a celebration of community, identity,
and the power of imagination in learning.

Families are warmly invited to visit the library and
experience this remarkable new addition to the school.




HELPERS MORNING TEA - Thursday, 11t December

We would like to invite our 2025 volunteers to join us for
a morning tea on Thursday, 11t December to say thank
you for your help this year. The morning tea will be held
in the staffroom from 10.55 - 11.30 am. If you have
volunteered in any way this year, then please come
along.

See the flyer below for details.

Ourimbah Public School

HELPER
MORNING TEA

Dear Parents and Friends
We would like to invite you to join us at Ourimbah Public School
for a morning tea to thank you for the hard work you do in our
school and the support you give our students and teachers.
There are so many of you who support our school in many
different ways. We would like to take to this opportunity to
gather all of you together to say thank you for all your effort and
commitment this year.

So, if you helped in the classroom in any way, assisted with
canteen, uniform shop, volunteered at P&C fundraisers & events,
provided transport for teams and events or assisted in other
ways, you are one of our fantastic helpers and we would love to
see you!

Thursday, 11 December 2025
1055am -T11.25am
Staffroom

We look forward to seeing you there!
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ERINA FAIR CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATING
COMPETITION

Over the last few weeks, various classes in our school
have been busy making decorations for our school tree
at Erina Fair. On Monday, our tree was decorated with
these amazing creations for the start of the competition.

Now we need your votes. For every vote you cast, not
only do you support our school, but you will also help
three local charities, Central Coast Kids in Need, We
Care Connect and Women's Shed Central Coast.

Voting is easy! Simply use the QR code or click on the
link https://www.erinafair.com.au/whats-
new/events/school-christmas-tree-decorating/

Mrs Nagle and Mrs McMurtrie

- iusimbal

PURBLIE SCHROL



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.erinafair.com.au%2Fwhats-new%2Fevents%2Fschool-christmas-tree-decorating%2F&data=05%7C02%7CDarrelyn.Ward%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C800f6a1c9880410cb46a08de2b91f83b%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638996103301409072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DXDgNd%2Fo8yp7gR1LCwCTv4sjvjhaCpV0iVyDZLudo5g%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.erinafair.com.au%2Fwhats-new%2Fevents%2Fschool-christmas-tree-decorating%2F&data=05%7C02%7CDarrelyn.Ward%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C800f6a1c9880410cb46a08de2b91f83b%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638996103301409072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DXDgNd%2Fo8yp7gR1LCwCTv4sjvjhaCpV0iVyDZLudo5g%3D&reserved=0

You can vote daily with the top 3 local
school’s winning a $300 Erina Fair Gift Card!

This competition is proudly supporting
eCareConnect, Women'’s Shed Central Coas
& Central Coast Kids in Need

e —————————————

24 November - 21 December
Learn more at erinafair.com.au

PARENT SURVEY

Ourimbah PS has been participating in the Solving
Organic Waste Pilot program and the organisers would
like interested parents to complete a survey.

Please be aware the survey is still active and can still be
completed after the advertised date. See below.

Parent Survey

Solving Organic Waste

November/December 2025

Your school has been part of the Solving
Organic Waste Pilot program in 2025.

Scan the QR code at home to take a quick
survey before 8/12/25.

We value your feedback.

A
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P&C NEWS
UNIFORM SHOP HOURS

ADDITIONAL OPEN HOURS BEFORE TERM 1 2026

Extra School Holiday Hours: Friday, 30t January, 2026
8:30 - 9:30am.

Regular Opening Hours: Friday mornings
8:30 - 9:15am

Uniforms may be ordered through the online ordering
system, via the ‘Square’ app.
https://ops-uniform-shop.square.site

All orders will be sent home with your child, unless
requested in the notes box, to collect by the parent from
the office. Please also include your child’'s name and
class in the notes box too.

COMMUNITY NEWS
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OURIMBAH PUBLIC = 5 &
SCHOOL HALL = P

MONDAY 3:00 - 5:00
KINDY - YEAR 6

LEARN JAZZ, HIP-HOP, ACROBATICS
& CONTEMPORARY!

FIRST WEEK FREE! WWW.JBDANCE. CdM.AU

CAROLS IN THE STADIUM

The Heart Behind the Event

Carols in the Stadium is more than just a night of music.
It's about bringing the Central Coast together to celebrate
what makes this season fruly special: community,
generosity, and hope.

Our vision is to create a space where everyone feels
welcome, from young families to grandparents, to share
in the wonder of Christmas. It's a time to sing, laugh,
connect, and reflect on the joy this season brings.

A BEAUTIFUL NIGHT OF FUN, CAROLS AND' !
CELEBRATIC

SCAROP
IN TT1L
STADIUM

" CARDLSINTHESTADIUM COM.AU

SAT 20TH DEC
5.30PM GOSFORD#

polytec stadium

GUEST ARTIST
BELLA
TAYLOR

SMITH §

CAROLS EVENT
'5.30-8,00PM

HOLIDAY JUNIOR CHESS TOURNAMENT

Central Coast Before entering,

Summer Holiday | L Ro X please email me
Junior Chess J A for the full flyer
Tournament -
(ages 6 to 17)

Entry fee $15
For full entry details
please email, not text: Erina Trust Hall (enter via llya Ave off Karalta Rd)

Gary Losh 9.30am - 4.00pm
£losh6090@gmail.com Minimum ability: Must know how to move the
0432 453726 pieces and complete games independently.

For NSW country players. Limited to 88.
Please don’t pay until entry confirmed.
Play date: Tuesday 20 January
Must pre-enter by Sunday 18 January

: Hunter and
Central cOast .

Nature hosts the best stori

Leisure tours 2025
summer school holidays

Hunter and Central Coast Yor tore Mforiiation wilt

Janurary 2026 nationalparks.nsw.gov.au
orcall 1300 072 757 83000 PARKS)

Bookings essential - Fees apply.
nswparks.info/central-coast-kids

NSW
holidays.
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! Summer Holiday Cricket Programs *

Cricket NSW & Sydney Sixers team are running HEAPS
of programs all across the Central Coast region these
holidays!

(# Colour Bash (Girls Only - Free!

3% Holiday Bash (Mixed — Ages 5-12)

“ Cricket for Christmas (Mixed — Ages 5-12 — Free!)

Kids of all skill levels are  welcome!
Find dates, locations and registrations here - or
simply scan the QR codes on the flyer to go straight to
the right program:

Colour Bash: https://www.playhqg.com/cricket-
australia/reqister/678f60

Holiday Bash: https://www.playhq.com/cricket-
australia/reqister/838da2

Cricket for

Christmas: https://www.playhqg.com/cricket-
australia/reqister/678f60
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fcricket-australia%2Fregister%2F678f60&data=05%7C02%7Cstella.dawson%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C07003a19be334af2603f08de379bf9ce%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C639009340255367028%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=82r23HRrZ96xeJ1XzHaLWy84XdwtFU3s3Cnyps28ITc%3D&reserved=0
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