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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

Safe and Happy Holidays 

As we come to the end of another school year, I’d like to 
take a moment to reflect on the busy and rewarding 
journey we’ve shared. This year has brought its share of 
challenges, growth, and significant accomplishments, all 
made possible by the unwavering dedication of our 
committed staff, enthusiastic students, and supportive 
parent community. 

A heartfelt thank you goes to our exceptional teachers 
and staff, who have gone above and beyond to foster a 
caring and inspiring learning environment. Your passion 
for education and dedication to our students’ success 

have left a lasting impact. Your creativity, resilience, and 
hard work have been invaluable, and we deeply 
appreciate all that you do to support the students at 
Ourimbah PS. 

I would also like to recognise the School Leadership 
Team—Mrs Wakelin, Mrs Alamango, Mrs Sutter, Mrs 
Golding and Mrs O’Malley—for their steadfast 
commitment to advancing the school’s strategic goals. 
Your focus on student learning, wellbeing, and school 
improvement has been truly admirable. The positive 
changes you’ve brought about, including the rollout of the 
new curriculum and various reforms from the NSW 
Department of Education, have greatly enhanced the 
educational experience for our students. 

To our wonderful students, thank you for your energy and 
determination. Your curiosity, persistence, and 
eagerness to learn have been truly inspiring. It has been 
a privilege to watch you build connections and grow 
academically throughout the year. We are proud of each 
and every one of you and excited to see you continue to 
thrive in the years ahead. 

I want to especially encourage our Year 6 graduates to 
face the challenges ahead with confidence and courage. 
Take with you the lessons learned, friendships formed, 
and memories made as you embark on the next phase of 
your educational journey. The world awaits your talents, 
and I have every confidence you will make a positive 
difference. 

Finally, to our supportive parents and guardians, thank 
you for your partnership and active involvement in our 

DATE EVENT 
18 December Kindergarten Graduation 
18 December Stage 2 & Stage 3 Party Day 
19 December Last Day of Term 
27 – 30 January School Development Days 

Staff only attend 
30 January Uniform Shop Open-8:30-9:30am 
2 February K-6 students return 



school community. Your encouragement and 
engagement are vital to your children’s education and 
wellbeing. Together, we have created a safe, respectful, 
and empowering environment where students can 
succeed. 

As the holiday season approaches and we prepare for 
the year ahead, let’s celebrate the achievements we’ve 
accomplished together and look forward to new 
opportunities for growth and connection. 

Wishing everyone a joyful holiday season and a well-
earned break. We eagerly anticipate welcoming you all 
back for another exciting year! 

 
 

School Development Days Term 1, 2026 
Students’ last day for this year will be Friday 19 
December. Staff will finish on same this year are there 
are no Staff Development Days to end the school year. 
Next year, all students will be starting school on Monday 
2 February, including Kindergarten as BEST Start testing 
will be held during the school day.  
The NSW Department of Education has allocated 4 
school development days (SDD) to commence the new 
school year. These school development days provide 
teachers with time to be best prepared individually and 
collectively to implement curriculum. 
A full list of School Development Days for 2025 are 
as follows: 

• Term 1: Tuesday 27 January - Friday 30 January 
• Term 2: Monday 20 April and Tuesday 21 April 
• Term 3: Monday 20 July 
• Term 4: Monday 12 October 

Further information about School Development Days can 
be found on the NSW Department of Education’s intranet 
page: School Development Days 

 

 

Author Visit – A.J. Craven 

Last Friday, we were privileged to have up-and-coming 
children’s author A.J. Craven visit our school and share 
his new book, “Santa’s Surfboard Sleigh.” 

Our younger students had a blast engaging with 
Andrew’s enthusiastic and engaging shared reading 
session. You can find out more about A.J. Craven on his 
website: Welcome to the World of A.J. Craven 

 
Annual Presentation Awards 2025 
Last week, we once again welcomed families and friends 
to our annual Presentation Award Ceremonies. It is 
always extremely difficult for teachers to have to limit their 
certificates to a handful of students from each class - as 
teachers we want to give every student the opportunity to 
connect, thrive and succeed in their learning.  
Our Presentation Assemblies offer a wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate our students’ outstanding 
academic achievements, sporting victories, and personal 
milestones throughout the year, and I sincerely 
congratulate each of them on their remarkable 
successes. 
At the same time, I want to recognise and commend the 
efforts of every student at Ourimbah PS—well done! 
Learning in today’s classrooms can be challenging and 
complex, and your hard work and perseverance are truly 
impressive. 
Congratulations to all award winners. These awards 
recognise high achievement and outstanding effort 
throughout 2025. A special congratulations to the 
following major award winners – 
• Dobell Award – Jahmin U (Leadership) 
• Bendigo Bank Award (Outstanding Effort Award) – 

Bowen P and Eliza V 
• The Lions Club Citizenship Award – Indy P 
• Commitment to Improvement Award – Chayse S 
• Frank Donaldson Memorial Scholarship – Lila T 
• Academic Excellence Award – Oliver W 
• James Butler Award – Elodie C  

https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/calendars/school-development-days
https://ajcraven.com/


• Winning House (Koalas) – Camille S and Flynn B 
• The Good Sports Awards – Oliver C-W (Junior Boy), 

Violet B (Junior Girl), Flynn B (Senior Boy) and 
Camille S (Senior Girl) 

• Athlete of the Year – Cooper R  
• Athlete of the Year (runners-up) - Indy P and Brayden 

M 
• Choir Achievement – Olive S and Choir 

Encouragement – Summer S 
• Dance Achievement – Callie S and Dance 

Encouragement – Camille S 
• Band Achievement – Mindy H and Band 

Encouragement – Edward Mc 
Student Leaders for 2026 –  
• Cultural Leader: Mana U 
• Prefects: Mikayla B and Mana U 
• Vice Captains: Aleia K and Cameron H 
• Captains: Ava S and Jacob T 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Staffing News – farewells 
I would like to let the community know about some 
important staffing changes to end the school year.  
Firstly, I would like to extend my warmest wishes to Mrs 
Bowd as she concludes her long and dedicated career in 
NSW Public Education. With over 46 years of teaching 
experience, beginning her journey at Camden PS and 
spending no less than 25 years educating students at 
Ourimbah PS, Linda’s contribution has been truly 
remarkable. We wish her all the best in retirement and 
hope she enjoys precious time with her grandchildren. 
Following Linda’s retirement, the school will soon learn 
who will step into the role of Assistant Principal to 
succeed the irreplaceable Linda Bowd, either through 
transfer or the merit selection process. 
I would also like to extend my congratulations and 
gratitude to Mrs Alamango and Mrs Brown for stepping 
into Relieving Assistant Principal roles throughout the 
year. Both Sally and Tara have done an exceptional job 
filling these leadership positions during a period of 
considerable change within the public education system. 
Throughout this time, they have dedicated themselves to 
enhancing school systems and making decisions 
focused on improving student outcomes. As the saying 
goes, “Effective leadership is about leaving people better 
than when you found them,” and in our case, it is our 
students who have benefited greatly from the lasting 
impact that Tara and Sally have made in these leadership 
roles. Thank you both! 
We are also saddened to say goodbye to many of our 
cherished staff members who will be leaving our school 
at the end of this year as they embark on new chapters 
in their educational careers, some at different schools. 
We bid a fond farewell to Mrs Ryder, who will be starting 
a new teacher / librarian role at Erina Heights PS in 2026. 
We also say goodbye to Mr Tahere and Mrs Van-
Drempt, who joined us this year on temporary contracts. 
Both Hayden and Anna have made valuable 
contributions to Ourimbah PS, and they will be greatly 
missed. The vibrant and somewhat ‘sassy’ Mrs 
Matheson will also be taking a leave of absence next 
year as she broadens her thriving career working with 
neurodivergent children and balancing her flourishing 
career with further tertiary studies – good luck with your 
new business and further studies, Suzie! 
I would also like to extend my best wishes to Mrs Gordge 
and her partner, Brendan, as they get ready to welcome 
their second child over the Christmas break. Sarah will 
be starting the new school year on maternity leave. 
Finally, we send our best wishes to Mrs English as she 
embarks on some well-deserved leave at the beginning 
of the new school year. We hope Susan and her family 
have safe and enjoyable travels! 
 
 



Social Media Ban 
From 10 December 2025, many social media platforms 
were required to prevent Australians under 16 from 
creating or maintaining accounts on certain age-
restricted services. The changes aim to protect children 
from pressures and risks they can be exposed to while 
logged in to social media accounts. 
The eSafety Commissioner is leading the implementation 
of the law. They are responsible for identifying platforms 
and supporting the community with information and 
resources. 
Under-16s will still be able to see publicly available social 
media content that doesn’t require logging into an 
account. There are no penalties for young people who 
use age-restricted platforms or for their parents and 
carers as the responsibility is with the platforms. 
We encourage you to access eSafety’s resources and 
support for families on their website and register for one 
of the upcoming webinars for parents and carers - Social 
media age restrictions webinars 
 

 
 
Class Structures 2026 
As in many previous years, finalising class arrangements 
remains challenging until the new school year begins, as 
the addition or loss of just one or two students can 
significantly affect class structures and staffing 
allocations. Over the past few weeks, we have 
experienced fluctuations in student numbers across 
various grades, leading to a decrease in our anticipated 
enrolment for the start of the school year (326 students). 
Due to this decline, we will be reducing the number of 
classes, which has impacted our staffing plan for 2026. 
The staff and I have dedicated many hours carefully 
considering possible class configurations, taking into 
account numerous factors such as parent requests, 
student friendship groups, wellbeing and learning needs, 
and teachers’ professional judgement on what will work 
best. 
At this stage, and I must emphasise that these are 
subject to change in the new year if our numbers are 
altered in any way, we anticipate that the class groupings 
and staffing structure will be as follows: 
• Principal: Greg Francis 
• Assistant Principals: Nicki Wakelin (Learning and 

Support), K-2 Assistant Principal to be filled, Jodi 
Golding (Curriculum and Instruction), Fiona Sutter 
(3-6) and Maree O’Malley (Assistant Principal – 
Hearing) 

• Early Stage 1 (Kindergarten): Sally Brown / Aly 
Anderson / Jakie Adams and Jessica Brewin. 

• Stage 1 (Years 1-2): Brooke Miranda / Nicole 
McMurtrie, Nicki Wakelin / Mel Nebauer, Kim 
Bullock / Maddison Lord, new position to be 
appointed. 

• Stage 2 (Years 3-4): Fiona Sutter, Bec Pasfield / 
Angela Nagle, Mary Rae and Matthew Bradbury 

• Stage 3 (Years 5-6): Dean Wilson, Emma Elsey and 
Tara Alamango  

• Library: Lauren Kenny 
• RFF Teachers: Gary Edwards and Nicole 

McMurtrie  
• Learning & Support: Paul Castles,  
• SaS Staff: Sue Vila (School Administrative 

Manager), Darrelyn Ward, Stella Dawson (School 
Administrative Officers), John Rainger (General 
Assistant), Victoria Keegan (Canteen Manager), 
Wesley Daniels (IT Co-ordinator), Amanda 
Hampson, Judy Worth, Mel Kenny, Mel Cooper and 
Fiona Head (Student Support Learning Officers). 

School Security – holiday break 
As we approach the Christmas break, I ask all families 
who live in close proximity of the school to report any 
suspicious activity on our school grounds to Wyong 
Police (4356 6099) or the School Security Unit (1300 
880 021).  
If you notice damage to school property, anti-social 
conduct or suspicious activity on the grounds, or after 
school hours, please do not hesitate to call the 
abovementioned numbers.  
The school is very proud of its grounds and the positive 
partnership it has with the broader community - it would 
be a shame to lose this identity!  
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
Greg Francis (Principal) 
 
 
 
NEW SCHOOL WEBSITE 
Ourimbah Public School now has a new school website!  
Please make sure that you check it out over the holidays. 
There is a lot of useful information and links located there, 
including: School Bytes Parent Portal; Events & Term 
Calendars; Uniform Shop; Outside of School Hours Care 
(OOSH) or TASK; Bell times; Canteen; Newsletters and 
Travel to school information and much more.  Just click 
on the link below: 
https://ourimbah-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/ 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/industry-regulation/social-media-age-restrictions/webinars
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/industry-regulation/social-media-age-restrictions/webinars
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/industry-regulation/social-media-age-restrictions/webinars
https://ourimbah-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/


AUTHOR VISIT 
Ourimbah Public School was delighted to welcome back 
former teacher A.J. Craven, now a published author, 
who visited our K–2 students to share his new 
Christmas picture book Santa’s Surfboard Sleigh. The 
session was enthusiastically received, with all children 
highly engaged throughout the visit. A.J. Craven 
captivated students with a lively reading of his story, 
answered thoughtful questions, and generously signed 
posters for classes. The visit inspired a genuine 
excitement for reading and writing among our youngest 
learners. A heartfelt thank you to Mrs Ryder for 
organising this wonderful opportunity for our students. 

 
 

 
 

 

SOCIAL GIRLS GROUP 
Throughout the year, the Social Girls Group, lovingly led 
by Mrs Amanda Hampson, offered students a safe, 
welcoming space to connect, grow and feel supported. 
With great care and thought, Mrs Hampson organised 
each session to reflect the girls’ needs and interests, 
creating meaningful experiences that helped them feel 
valued and confident. 
Over the year, the girls took part in a range of activities 
that encouraged friendship, self-reflection and kindness. 
They completed a Friendship Journal, painted their 
favourite things on canvas, and shared positive qualities 
they admired in themselves and each other. Early 
sessions focused on getting to know one another and 
setting goals, helping the girls build trust and strong 
connections. 
The group explored how everyone’s brains work 
differently, talked openly about resilience, and practised 
supporting one another through real-life discussions and 
shared experiences. Kindness was a strong focus, with 
the girls writing affirmations for one another and creating 
kindness posters to spread positive messages around 
the school. 
By the end of the year, the girls had grown in confidence, 
resilience and empathy, forming genuine friendships and 
showing care and encouragement for one another. 
Programs like the Social Girls Group would not be 
possible without the dedicated support of our SLSO 
team, whose kindness and commitment play a vital role 
in nurturing student wellbeing at Ourimbah Public School. 
 

 
 



 
 

VEGGIE PATCH 
Mr Edwards and the gardening group have been 
diligently preparing the soil and nurturing our summer 
crops to yield a plentiful harvest of vegetables. Currently, 
our raised garden beds are filled with beautiful, sweet 
corn, potatoes, shallots, and carrots—fortunately, the 
rabbits will have plenty to feast on! 
 

  

 

ERINA FAIR CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATING 
COMPETITION 
Over the last few weeks, various classes in our school 
have been busy making decorations for our school tree 
at Erina Fair. On Monday, our tree was decorated with 
these amazing creations for the start of the competition. 
Now we need your votes. For every vote you cast, not 
only do you support our school, but you will also help 
three local charities, Central Coast Kids in Need, We 
Care Connect and Women's Shed Central Coast. 
 
Voting is easy! Simply use the QR code or click on the 
link https://www.erinafair.com.au/whats-
new/events/school-christmas-tree-decorating/ 
 
Mrs Nagle and Mrs McMurtrie 
 

 
 

  
 
P&C NEWS 
UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
 
ADDITIONAL OPEN HOURS BEFORE TERM 1 2026 
 
Extra School Holiday Hours: Friday, 30th January, 2026 
8:30 - 9:30am.  
 
Regular Opening Hours:  Friday mornings  
8:30 - 9:15am 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.erinafair.com.au%2Fwhats-new%2Fevents%2Fschool-christmas-tree-decorating%2F&data=05%7C02%7CDarrelyn.Ward%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C800f6a1c9880410cb46a08de2b91f83b%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638996103301409072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DXDgNd%2Fo8yp7gR1LCwCTv4sjvjhaCpV0iVyDZLudo5g%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.erinafair.com.au%2Fwhats-new%2Fevents%2Fschool-christmas-tree-decorating%2F&data=05%7C02%7CDarrelyn.Ward%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C800f6a1c9880410cb46a08de2b91f83b%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638996103301409072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DXDgNd%2Fo8yp7gR1LCwCTv4sjvjhaCpV0iVyDZLudo5g%3D&reserved=0


Uniforms may be ordered through the online ordering 
system, via the ‘Square’ app.   
https://ops-uniform-shop.square.site 
 
All orders will be sent home with your child, unless 
requested in the notes box, to collect by the parent from 
the office.  Please also include your child’s name and 
class in the notes box too. 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
CAROLS IN THE STADIUM 
The Heart Behind the Event 
Carols in the Stadium is more than just a night of music. 
It’s about bringing the Central Coast together to celebrate 
what makes this season truly special: community, 
generosity, and hope. 
Our vision is to create a space where everyone feels 
welcome, from young families to grandparents, to share 
in the wonder of Christmas. It’s a time to sing, laugh, 
connect, and reflect on the joy this season brings. 
 

 
 
 
HOLIDAY JUNIOR CHESS TOURNAMENT 
 

 

https://ops-uniform-shop.square.site/


 

 
 

 
����Summer Holiday 

Cricket Programs������������ 
 
Cricket NSW & Sydney Sixers team are running HEAPS 
of programs all across the Central Coast region these 
holidays! 
������ Colour Bash (Girls Only – Free! 
�� Holiday Bash (Mixed – Ages 5–12) 

   Cricket for Christmas (Mixed – Ages 5–12 – Free!) 
  
Kids of all skill levels are welcome! 
Find dates, locations and registrations here - or 
simply scan the QR codes on the flyer to go straight to 
the right program: 
 
Colour Bash: https://www.playhq.com/cricket-
australia/register/678f60 
Holiday Bash: https://www.playhq.com/cricket-
australia/register/838da2 
Cricket for 
Christmas: https://www.playhq.com/cricket-
australia/register/678f60 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fcricket-australia%2Fregister%2F678f60&data=05%7C02%7Cstella.dawson%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C07003a19be334af2603f08de379bf9ce%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C639009340255332792%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3CBXp%2FdyffXaNWdhEp25crJ9ZmGAiE7dawko2tEB7PY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fcricket-australia%2Fregister%2F678f60&data=05%7C02%7Cstella.dawson%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C07003a19be334af2603f08de379bf9ce%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C639009340255332792%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3CBXp%2FdyffXaNWdhEp25crJ9ZmGAiE7dawko2tEB7PY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fcricket-australia%2Fregister%2F838da2&data=05%7C02%7Cstella.dawson%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C07003a19be334af2603f08de379bf9ce%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C639009340255349609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J8KlwYEgAlnHa0poaqwhjfOga%2BT7fIrRzMKE3P3OgZg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fcricket-australia%2Fregister%2F838da2&data=05%7C02%7Cstella.dawson%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C07003a19be334af2603f08de379bf9ce%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C639009340255349609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J8KlwYEgAlnHa0poaqwhjfOga%2BT7fIrRzMKE3P3OgZg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fcricket-australia%2Fregister%2F678f60&data=05%7C02%7Cstella.dawson%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C07003a19be334af2603f08de379bf9ce%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C639009340255367028%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=82r23HRrZ96xeJ1XzHaLWy84XdwtFU3s3Cnyps28ITc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.playhq.com%2Fcricket-australia%2Fregister%2F678f60&data=05%7C02%7Cstella.dawson%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C07003a19be334af2603f08de379bf9ce%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C639009340255367028%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=82r23HRrZ96xeJ1XzHaLWy84XdwtFU3s3Cnyps28ITc%3D&reserved=0


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 


