NEWSLETTER

‘Endeavour to Excel’
121 PACIFIC HIGHWAY, OURIMBAH 2258
Email: ourimbah-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

‘Excellence, Opportunity, Success’
PHONE: 43621033 FAX: 4362 2531
Website: www.ourimbah-p.schools.nsw.edu.au

‘Communicating with our Caring Community’

Wednesday, 15 October 2025

DATES TO REMEMBER
DATE EVENT
13 October Staff Development Day
14 October Students Return
15 October SRC Mufti Day
15 October P&C Meeting 7pm in staffroom
All welcome
20 October Canteen CLOSED
20 - 23 October | Scholastic Book Fair
21 October Grandparents Day
22 — 24 October | Year 6 Camp
27 October Canteen CLOSED
5 November Kinder 2026 Transition Day 1
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Welcome Back

Welcome back to everyone for Term 4. | hope you all had
a restful and refreshing spring break and are ready to
dive into what promises to be a busy and productive term.
The Ourimbah PS Team are delighted to return and

continue supporting the learning journey of our students,
which remains our primary focus.

This term, we have an exciting and diverse range of
events planned, including Kinder Orientation, High
School Transition, Year 6 Camp, School Leadership
Elections, Presentation Assemblies, Grandparents Day,
Christmas Carols, and the release of Semester 2 reports,
among annual activities.

We appreciate your ongoing support and involvement in
these special school activities and look forward to a
successful and memorable end to the school year
together.

Grandparents Day -Tuesday 21 October

The staff and students will be celebrating ‘Grandparents
Day’ on Tuesday 21 October and would like to welcome
our grandparents and grandfriends to the school to
celebrate this special occasion.

Grandparents and grandfriends are invited to attend our
special activities:

o 12:15 - 12:25pm - OPS Concert Band and whole-
school performances

o 12.25 — 12:55pm - activities with grandparents (B
area, C oval, A oval, Hall and Library): board games,
craft activities, storytime, photobooth and interviews
with a grandparent.

o 12:55 — 1:25pm - afternoon tea provided by the
Ourimbah PS P&C



Don't forget to visit the Scholastic Book Fair which has
been set up in the school library.

The Book Fair gives students and families the chance to:

o Browse & purchase books from a wide range
of popular titles

o Discover new stories that encourage a love
of reading

o Support our school library, as a percentage of
sales goes back into new books and resources
for our students

Viewing: Term 4, Week 1, Monday 14 October - Friday
17 October - students will be able to browse the Book
Fair and create their wish lists.

Purchasing: Term 4, Week 2 Monday 20 October -
Thursday 23 October - families are invited to buy books
before and after school. Grandparents will have the
opportunity to purchase books from 12.50 - 1.25 pm.
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Cyber-safety: a visit from the Police Youth Liaison
Officer

Police youth liaison officers (PYLO) in education, also
known as School Liaison Police (SLPs), work with
schools to prevent youth crime and build positive
relationships between the police, students and schools.
They achieve this through educational programs on law,
crime prevention, and community responsibility, as well
as by providing support and guidance on school safety
and security matters. Their work helps students
understand the law, the role of police, and their
responsibilities to the community.

Following some recentissues regarding online safety and
the safe and respectful use of social media, the staff and
| have been working closely with the local PYLO, to
address some of the many issues and risks associated
with using the internet and under-aged children
accessing social media platforms with limited parental
controls.

Our Stage 3 students were engaged in a group session
on Monday 8 September (Term 3) with the Stage 2
students having a chat on Wednesday 15 October (Term
4).

| urge all parents to monitor their child’s digital activity and
check out the resources and advice on the Australian
eSafety Commissioner’s parent website. It is important
that we all play an active role in developing our children
as safe and sensible digital citizens by monitoring their
online activities and maintaining an open and positive
channel of communication about cyber-safety and the
appropriate use of social media platforms.

Further information can also be found on the NSW Police
| Safety and Prevention website.

School Planning 2025

Is your family returning to Ourimbah PS in 20267 If you
are moving out of the area or intend enrolling your
children at another school in 2026, please let the front
office know in writing as soon as possible.

The School Leadership Team and | are beginning our
preparations for the new school year and we require
accurate enrolment figures to determine how our school
is staffed and the likely class structures for next year.

If you are aware of any students moving into our area
who will be attending our school in 2026, please ask the
families to make contact with the school and commence
the enrolment process.

If you have any concerns pertaining to your child’s class
placement next year, please take the time to talk to your
child’s class teacher early in Term 4 and jot your
concerns down in writing SO we can ensure we are
addressing any parental affairs when classes are being
drafted.

Any parental requests in relation to class placements for
the following school year must be made annually to
avoid disappointment once classes have been finalised
at the beginning of the new school year!

The executive staff and | are happy for parents to outline
aspects of their child’s learning and development that
may need special consideration when forming class
compositions for the following year, which may impact
upon their academic, social or emotional wellbeing.
However, please do not request specific teachers as
we do not take these sorts of requests into consideration
when composing class lists.

Staff Development Day — Monday 13 October

We commenced this term with our regular Staff
Development Day (SDD), which is crucial for professional
growth and development. During this day, all staff
members participated in targeted professional learning
sessions focusing on the School Plan (2021-2025) and
the implementation of the new NSW Curriculum, with a
focus upon the following Key Learning Areas: Creative
Arts, HSIE (human society and its environment), PDHPE
(Personal Development, health and physical education)
and science and technology syllabuses. My sincere


https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/safety_and_prevention/crime_prevention/young_people
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/safety_and_prevention/crime_prevention/young_people

thanks to Mrs Golding and Mrs Brown for co-ordinating
and leading these very entertaining and informative
professional learning sessions.

The new curriculum will ensure every student develops
strong foundations for learning, life and work. The
reforms are vital for the young people in our schools
today, and for those who will arrive in the years to come.
More information can be found on the NSW Department
of Education and NSW Education Standards Authority
(NESA) websites.

The Ourimbah PS staff and | thank all of our families who
supported our recent Staff Development Day by
supervising their children at home.

University of Newcastle — PE students

Ourimbah PS is playing host to a group of university
students who are currently undertaking their degree in
Teaching (Physical Education) over the next 3 weeks.
They will be planning lessons for groups of students as
part of their tertiary education and delivering these
lessons to all students K-6 each Wednesday and
Thursday — welcome!

Bushfire Response Plan — Category 1

Please be advised of the school’s bushfire emergency
arrangements for the upcoming bushfire season. Our
school is in a bushfire prone area and is listed as
Category 1 on the NSW Department of Education’s
bushfire risk register.

To ensure the health, safety and welfare of students and
staff, the department has determined that on days when
NSW Rural Fire Service declares a Catastrophic Fire
Danger Rating for Greater Sydney Region, our school will
temporarily cease operations for the following day.

In addition, schools may be made non-operational due to
changing higher risk conditions and advice from
emergency services and the State Emergency
Operations Centre.

We recommend that you download the NSW Education
Parent App and select to monitor advice from our school
which will push notifications to you advising that the
school is non-operational. We also recommend that you
stay up to date with bushfire and grassfire activity by
using the Hazards Near Me app (set a watch zone for
your school area), and by monitoring local media. You
can also review fire activity and alert levels on the RFS
website.

A flyer outlining information for parents and carers about
arrangements for the bushfire danger period has been
included with this week’s newsletter.

Kind regards,
Greg Francis (Principal)

KINDERGARTEN 2026 TRANSITION DATES

Our 2026 Kindergarten students will start their transition
program on Wednesday, 5 November and will continue
each Wednesday until the end of November.

WEEKS 4-7: KINDER TRANSITION DATES:
Every Wednesday from 5 - 25 November
9.00 am - 12.30 pm in the Kindergarten rooms.

EXTENDED LEAVE FROM SCHOOL

If you intend on taking your child/children on a holiday,
etc, please ensure you complete the application form in
in School Bytes, Forms, Extended Leave Form. Once
approved by the Principal, their leave will be marked as
approved leave and not unjustified.

The Extended Leave Form can also be collected form the
office if you prefer to complete a hard copy.

EARLY ARRIVALS AT SCHOOL

Please ensure that your child/children do not arrive at
school earlier than 8:25am. A Teacher is on playground
duty for supervision of students from 8:25am, under the
top cola area. If your child needs to arrive earlier than
8:25am due to work commitments, etc, please make use
of TASK - The before & After School Klub, which is
available on site to ensure the safety and supervision of
all students.

P&C NEWS
UNIFORM SHOP HOURS

Open Friday mornings: 8:30 - 9:15am

Uniforms may be ordered through the online ordering
system, via the ‘Square’ app.
https://ops-uniform-shop.square.site

All orders will be sent home with your child, unless
requested in the notes box, to collect by the parent from
the office. Please also include your child’s name and
class in the notes box too.


https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/strategies-and-reports/schools-digital-strategy/projects-and-initiatives/nsw-education-parent-app
https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/strategies-and-reports/schools-digital-strategy/projects-and-initiatives/nsw-education-parent-app
https://www.nsw.gov.au/emergency/hazards-near-me-app
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
https://ops-uniform-shop.square.site/

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB

Issue 7 of Scholastic Book Club will be coming home
soon. Please place your orders by Friday, 31st October.

MSCHOLASTIC

Book Club LOOP

for Parents

Here are eight easy steps for ordering via LOOP:

I 1 Log in, or create a new account

| Follow the Wizard to set up the child’s profile

I 3 Click the ORDER tab, select the child’s school & class |

I 4 Add the child’s first name and last initial

| 5 Enter the product item number from the Book Club catalogue |

| 6 Apply any promotional codes that have been earned |

| Make a payment via credit card |

| 8 Await order arrival at the child’s school |

oot SeBook Club

OPAL CARD APPLICATIONS 2026
Please read the message below from Transport NSW
regarding opal card applications for 2026.

School student travel information for
parents and students

School Travel Passes

Applications are now open for 2026 School Student Transport
Scheme (SSTS) travel.

Students in the Opal network applying for an Opal card (including a
Term Bus Pass) for the first time will receive their School Opal card
at their nominated postal address from mid-January 2026.

Students who require a School Opal card or travel pass but have
notyet applied need to apply for a new card or update their existing
card as soon as possible. Students who receive a notification that
their School Opal card is expiring need to re-submit their details.

If a student has lost their School Opal card, they will need to apply
for areplacement card. Note: a new card will not be issued if an
existing School Opal card is updated online - you must submit
areplacement application if a School Opal card is lost.

In the Opal network, students should travel with a Child/Youth
Opal card until they receive their valid School Opal card. If outside
Greater Sydney, parents should contact their local bus operator to
discuss their travel needs.

Students living in rural and regional areas will receive their travel
pass from their nominated transport operator. It may be issued via
their school or be sent directly to them at home. Note: some rural
and regional operators do notissue travel passes.
Students/parents should confirm with their nominated operator if
they do notreceive a pass.

Terms of Use

Students using School Opal cards must tap on and tap off in line
with the Opal terms of use.

This includes travel within the approved times between 6.30am and
7.00pm from Monday to Friday on school days only. Students must
use their Child/Youth Opal card for any travel outside these times.

All students are required to comply with the Student code of
conduct. The code of conduct aims to ensure the safety and well-
being of school children and other passengers. Itis important that
parents ensure their child is aware of this, as failure to comply with
the code of conduct can resultin a suspension from travel.

COMMUNITY NEWS:

OCTOBER 15™ - 17™

3 DAYS ONLY

INCLUDING
SCHOOLWEA

| NO RAINCHECKS
4 £LOOR STOCK ONLY =

*T&C's opply. Net in conjunction with any other offer. Excludes mark downs & gift cards. No rainchecks!

Discount applies to original prices, not markdown prices.
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GET READY FOR BUSH FIRE
PREPARE YOUR HOME

» a bush fire.

oU prepare your home, the more lik

yvou or firefighters to defe

o put yvour neighbours’ homes at risk

[¥] TOP 5 ACTIONS TO MAKE YOUR HOME SAFER

There are simple things you can do around your home to prepare it for a
) ng the lawn, othe '
d your home.

PREPARATION ACTION WHO'S RESPONSIBLE

Trim overhanging trees and shrubs.
This can stop the fire spreading to vour home.

Mow grass and remove the cuttings.
Having a cleared area around your home will
give firefighters a zafe area to worl.

Remove material that can burn around your
home. This includes things such as door mats,
wood piles, mulch, leaves, cutdoor furniture.

Clear and remove all the debriz and leaves
from the gutters surrounding you home.
Burning embers can set your home on fire.

Prepare a sturdy hose/s that will reach all
around your home. Make sure you have a
reliable source of water (pool, tank, dam) and a
diesel/petrol pump available.
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THE AIDER PROGRAM

fire prone land, then
the M5 2 g : =top & as t Infirm, Dis
and Elderly ¢ IDER) Program.

[¥1 MORE PERMANENT PROTECTION FOR YOUR HOME

PROTECTION ITEMS

[ 1 Block areas where embers can enter the Replace wood fences with metal fences
house (external walls, windows, doors, under
house)

Install metal fly screens on all windows and Use stones instead of mulch
vents

Install metal gutter guards Repair damaged or missing tiles on roof

Position gas cylinders on side of house and If yvou have a pool, tank or dam, put a
away from trees and gardens, direct any Static Water Supply (5W5S) sign on your
pressure valves away from house property entrance, so firefighters know
where they can get water

Install a fire sprinkler system to gutters Check and meaintain adeguate levels of
home and contents insurance. Ensure it
is up to date.

Mowe garden beds away from house

For more information on what vou can do to prepare for bush fire this seaszon:

Your nearest NSW RFS
Fire Control Cantre:







