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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

NAIDOC Week Celebrations 
Last week, the staff and students celebrated NAIDOC 
Week, culminating in an incursion by Jonathon Wright 
(Dhinewan Mentoring), immersing our students and 
staff in cultural activities learning about Aboriginal dance, 
music, tools, artefacts and crafts. My thanks to Mr 
Wilson, Mrs Sutter and Mrs Kenny for co-ordinating this 
special event in collaboration with the Ourimbah PS 

Aboriginal Education Team and our friends from Lisarow 
HS who sent along some staff and students to help out.  
This year, there was no cost for this event for any 
students, as this activity was paid for by the school 
through the NSW Department of Education’s RAM 
Aboriginal funding.  
As we reflect upon this year’s theme, ‘The Next 
Generation: Strength, Vision & Legacy,’ we are reminded 
that it marks a significant milestone; a 50-year celebration 
honouring the next generation of Indigenous leaders. 
This coming together of past, present and future leaders 
serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of 
nurturing and empowering our youth. Our NAIDOC Week 
celebrations have set a strong foundation for fostering the 
skills, knowledge and confidence that will enable all 
students (Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal) to rise as the 
next generation of leaders in their communities. 

From hands-on workshops led by Dhinewan Mentoring to 
art sessions that encouraged students to express their 
understanding of Indigenous culture, the activities were 
both enriching and enlightening. Students participated in 
traditional storytelling sessions, where they learned about 
the importance of oral histories in passing down 
knowledge and cultural heritage. These experiences not 
only fostered a greater appreciation for Indigenous 
cultures but also encouraged students to reflect on their 
own identities and the legacies they wish to create. 
A highlight of our celebrations was our school assembly, 
where students showcased their learning and creativity, 
including the winners of our annual colouring-in and 

DATE EVENT 
6 August  OPS School Disco tonight 
11 August CANTEEN CLOSED 
 SRC Crazy Hair & Sock Day – 

gold coin donation 
12 August OPS Public Speaking Final 
13 August P&C Meeting 7pm Staffroom 
13 August Athletics Field Events Day 
14 August Stage 1 Geography Incursion 
18 August CANTEEN CLOSED 
20 August Book Parade 
21-29 August Life Education 
25 August CANTEEN CLOSED 
 K2026 Kinder Info Session 
28 August Reptile Park - Kinder 



artwork competitions. Congratulations to the following 
award winners: 
• Kinder - Layla H and Skyla R 
• Year 1 – Coen M and Dusty I 
• Year 2 – Millie C, Chloe I and Aurora R 
• Year 3 – Mia H 
• Year 4 – Eli S and Arshiya U A 
• Year 5 – Jack W 
• Stage 3 – Jahmin U, Paige H and Oliver W 

We extend our sincere thanks to everyone who 
contributed to making this year's NAIDOC Week activities 
memorable. It's through these shared experiences that 
we continue to learn, grow and strengthen our 
connections with each other and the rich tapestry of 
Australian culture. Let us carry forward the spirit of this 
celebration as we work together to create a legacy of 
respect, reconciliation and healing for generations to 
come. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cooinda AECG – Awards Ceremony 
Earlier this week, I had the privilege of attending the 
Cooinda AECG Recognition Assembly at Narara Valley 
HS. This special event provides us with the opportunity 
to celebrate the outstanding achievements of our 
Indigenous students and recognises the dedication of our 
staff to Aboriginal Education. 
A special congratulations to all award recipients! Your 
hard work, commitment and passion for learning have not 
gone unnoticed. Each of you has demonstrated 
remarkable excellence in various areas, contributing to a 
vibrant and inclusive school community and culture. 
The following Ourimbah PS students were presented with 
special awards: 
• Jaxson M (KBN) – Dedication to Learning 
• Gabby B (KBN) – Resilience 
• Stella B (KBN) - Dedication to Learning 
• Rosemary N (3/4S) – Cultural Participation 
• Mana U (5/6A) - Dedication to Learning 
• Hope T (4/5EB) – Creative and Performing Arts 
• Lila T (5/6EK) - Creative and Performing Arts 
• Natalia C (5/6EK) - Cultural Participation 
• Evana R (5/6EK) - Dedication to Learning 
• Jahmin U (5/6EK) - Leadership 

Kindergarten Enrolments - 2026 
We are now taking enrolments for Kindergarten in 2026. 
If you have a child starting next year, or have any friends 
or neighbours with children planning on starting next 



year, please contact the front office (4362 1033) to start 
the enrolment process.  
Children may be enrolled in Kindergarten at the 
beginning of the school year if they turn five years of age 
on or before 31 July in that year. By law, all children must 
be enrolled in school by their sixth birthday. If you are 
unsure if your child is ready to start school, or would like 
to access further information, please contact the school. 
As part of the enrolment process, you will need to provide 
your child’s original birth certificate, statement of 
complete immunisation from Medicare and proof of your 
current address (a minimum of 100 points of identification 
are required).  
Families are now able to access our online enrolment 
process to make it easier to enrol your child at your local 
school. To apply online, your child must be: -  
• a NSW resident - an Australian or New Zealand 

citizen or permanent resident, and  
• living in the local enrolment area of the school for 

which you are submitting an application.  
• If you are unsure about which school you are zoned 

for you can check your address on School Finder to 
see if it is within our local intake area. 

For those families wishing to complete an online 
application a link can be found via the "About our school 
- Enrolment" section on our school website.  

Anticipated Numbers for 2026 
It is that time of year when the school leadership team is 
starting to look at student numbers for 2026. If you are 
aware that your children will not be attending OPS in 
2026, or there is a possibility that they may not be 
returning to our school next year, please contact the front 
office or send a note to your child’s class teacher and let 
us know.  

Central Coast Enrolment Trends – Parent Survey 
As part of our school excellence journey and focus on 
continuous improvement, we would appreciate your 
views on where you think we are going well and where 
you think we can make positive changes. 
Please complete this short survey that asks for your 
opinion on various aspects of our school:  
https://nsweducation.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_exkcBqk
3nRZC7lk 
Please respond to the questions about Ourimbah Public 
School. For example, if you have children enrolled at 
different schools, please only respond with your thoughts 
about our school. 
The survey will take around 5 minutes to complete. 
Please note the survey is completely anonymous and you 
do not need to provide your name. 

The survey is now open and will be closing at midnight 
on Friday 8th August. We appreciate your feedback. 

Semester 1 Student Reports  
If you would like to discuss your child’s Semester 1 report, 
or chat with your child’s class teacher about their recent 
NAPLAN results, please email or phone the school to 
arrange a mutually convenient time to meet (face-to-face 
and phone interviews are available).  
Parent and Teacher Interviews will be co-ordinated a little 
differently this year - Parent/Teacher interviews are by 
appointment only. 
As always, if you have any concerns about your child’s 
learning, or social and emotional growth and 
development, please make contact with your child’s class 
teacher through the front office (4362 1033) – this can 
occur at any time throughout the school year! 

Athletics Carnival – new date and venue! 
Due to the ongoing wet weather the primary field events 
carnival has been postponed until Wednesday, 13 
August. Keep you flippers and snorkels on hand! 
 
Kind regards, 
Greg Francis (Principal) 
 
LIFE EDUCATION 2025 
It’s that time of year again, when the Life Education van 
and Healthy Harold visits Ourimbah School.  This year 
the class visits will begin from Thursday, 21st August and 
finish on Friday, 29th August. 
If you would like to find out more about what the students 
will be learning during the visit, please go to 
www.lifeed.org.au 
 
Healthy Harold Merchandise can also be purchased 
(online only) and must be purchased before 
Wednesday, 20th August 2025 
(one day before the school visits commence). 
 
Please see the flyers and instructions attached on how to 
purchase merchandise, etc. 
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2026 KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS 
We are now taking enrolments for Kindergarten in 2026. 
If you have a child starting next year or have any friends 
or neighbours with children planning on starting next 
year, please contact the front office (43283024) to start 
the enrolment process.  
 
Children may be enrolled in Kindergarten at the 
beginning of the school year if they turn five years of age 
on or before 31 July in that year. By law, all children must 
be enrolled in school by their sixth birthday. If you are 
unsure if your child is ready to start school or would like 
to access further information, please contact the school. 
As part of the enrolment process, you will need to provide 
your child’s original birth certificate, statement of 
complete immunisation from Medicare and proof of your 
current address (a minimum of 100 points of identification 
are required).  
 
Families are now able to access our online enrolment 
process to make it easier to enrol your child at your local 
school. To apply online, your child must be:  
 
- a NSW resident  
- an Australian or New Zealand citizen or permanent 
resident, and  
- living in the local enrolment area of the school for which 
you are submitting an application.  
 
For those families wishing to complete an online 
application a link can be found via the "About our school 
- Enrolment" section of our school website. If you are 
unsure what school catchment area you live in, use 
the https://schoolfinder.education.nsw.gov.au/  
 
KINDERGARTEN TRANSITION DATES & EVENTS: 
TERM 3 WEEK 6: Monday, 25 August 
5-6.30pm Parent Information Session in Hall. 
TERM 3 WEEK 9:  Wednesday, 17 September 
3.15-4.30pm Flying Start “Kick Off’ event. 
 
TERM 4 WEEKS 4-7:  KINDER TRANSITION DATES: 
Wednesday 5 – 25 November 
9.00am-12.30pm in the Kinder rooms. 
TERM 4 WEEKS 5-8:  Monday 10 – 26 November 
1.30-2.30pm Additional Transition sessions. 
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION K-6: 
TUESDAY, 12TH AUGUST 
Ourimbah School will be holding a Public Speaking 
Competition in Term 3 for all K-6 students on Tuesday, 
12th August.  The times for the speeches are based on 
the stage of each child.   
Each child has been asked to prepare a speech to 
present to the rest of the class in the first few weeks of 

Term 3.  Potential topics and instructions on how to 
prepare and deliver their speeches, will be discussed in 
class. 
Students will be selected from each class to move 
through to the the school finaL.  Parents of finalists will 
be contacted and invited to attend the public speaking 
final on Tuesday, 12th August at specific times for their 
stage. 
For further information, please read the note located in 
School Bytes. 
 
DENTAL HEALTH VAN VISIT – 8-19th SEPTEMBER 
The NSW Health Primary School Mobile Dental Van will 
arrive at Ourimbah PS from Monday, 8th September to 
Friday, 19th September.  Children should have their teeth 
checked by their first birthday and every year after that. It 
is not too late to return your consent forms for a FREE 
dental check-up. Please return your consent forms ASAP 
to ensure your child does not miss out. 
 

 
 

 
 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB ISSUE 5 – Due tomorrow 
Scholastic Book Club Issue 5 orders are due back to 
school by tomorrow, Thursday, 7th August 2025. 
Please be sure to fill in the order forms correctly, with your 
child’s name and class and then send into school with 
payment to the front office. Orders may be paid by cash 
or by ordering online with your credit card via the 
LOOP option.   Online orders can be placed at: 
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/parent.aspx 
 
OURIMBAH’S BOCCIA TEAM 
On Wednesday 30th July, Ourimbah’s Boccia team, the 
‘Ourimbah Oreos’, headed to the state finals in Quay 
Stadium at Sydney Olympic Park. Natalia Cooper, 
Summer Stasinowsky, Alick Marsh and Lexi Pappalardo 
played against teams from all across the state including 

https://schoolfinder.education.nsw.gov.au/
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/parent.aspx


the South Coast and Western New South Wales, and 
came 5th in their round. The team displayed continuous 
good sportsmanship and other teams praised them for 
their kindness and empathy. A highlight of the day was 
meeting Paralympian champion, Jamieson Leeson, who 
is Australia’s first ever medallist in Boccia. Way to go 
team! 
 

 
 

 
 
ATTENTION! LOST PROPERTY – Please label items 
Please make sure you label your children’s clothing and 
hats clearly. 56 items of clothing were taken home and 
washed over the holidays by admin staff. Of those only 
22 were labelled and were able to be returned to their 
owners. Therefore 34 items were either given to the 
uniform shop for resale or donated to a charity.  
Please help us to return items to their proper owners by 
labelling all items clearly. 
This includes lunch boxes, containers and drink bottles. 
Too many are being disposed of due to being unlabelled. 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
THE GREAT BOOK SWAP - INDIGENOUS LITERACY 
Ourimbah Public School is proud to be taking part in The 
Great Book Swap in 2025! This event is a fun way for 
students to share their love of reading while raising funds 
for the Indigenous Literacy Foundation, which works to 

improve literacy outcomes in remote Indigenous 
communities. 
As part of the event, we are asking families to donate pre-
loved books in good condition. These books will be 
sorted and made available for students to purchase for a 
gold coin donation. All book donations should be sent to 
the school by Friday 10 August to allow time for sorting. 
The Great Book Swap will be held in the school hall at 
lunch on Wednesday 20 August, alongside our Book 
Parade celebrations. Students can bring a gold coin on 
the day to select a book to take home and enjoy. 
Any addition donations can be made via the school's 
donations page, which can be accessed via this QR code 
below. 
 
Thank you for supporting this wonderful cause! 
 
Mrs Kenny and the Library Monitors 
 

 
 
BOOK WEEK 2025 
80TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION! 
Come with us on a journey in 2025, as we celebrate  
80 years of Book Week!  We’ll be travelling across lands, 
through time and deep into treasured memories and we’d 
love your help! 
 
To help us honour the past, we’re creating a special 
display of Book Parade memories.  If you have a photo 
of yourself or a family member at a Book Parade, recent 
or long ago, we’d love to include it! 
 
How to contribute: 
Send a hard copy photo to the library (please label the 
back with your child’s name ans class, it will be copied 
and returned safely) 
OR 
Scan and email the photo to the school office. 
 
Let’s celebrate the joy of stories and th generations who 
have loved them.  Help us turn our library into a time-
travelling  tribute to Book Week adventures past present!  
 
BOOK PARADE 2025 
BOOK PARADE COSTUME FUNDRAISER! 
Get ready for our upcoming Book Parade in style and 
support our school at the same time!  We’ve teamed up 
with ‘Costumes.com.au’ to offer families an easy and fun 
way to purchase costumes. 
 

- Families receive a 5% discount on all costume 
purchases. 



- Our P&C will receive 5% off all sales as a 
fundraiser to support school programs and 
events. 

It’s a win-win!  Simply shop through 
costumes.com.au ans apply the discount code 
‘OURIMBAH2025’ at the checkout to receive your 
discount and support our school. 
Please see the attached flyer. 

 
Thank you for your supporting our school community. 
Ourimbah P&C 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPS DISCO - TONIGHT, 6TH AUGUST 
SPORTS THEME   
There will be a  school Disco held this term in week 3 -on 
Wednesday, 6th August. The theme will be SPORTS!  
 
The P&C will be holding a Sausage Sizzle on the night of 
the Disco.  Sausage Sizzle Orders are to be pre-booked 
only, therefore all orders need to handed into the office 
no later than Friday, 1st August. 
Please see the attached flyers for further information. 
 

 
 

P&C NEWS 
UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
 
Open Friday mornings:   8:30 - 9:15am 
 
Uniforms may be ordered through the online ordering 
system, via the ‘Square’ app.   
https://ops-uniform-shop.square.site 
 
All orders will be sent home with your child, unless 
requested in the notes box, to collect by the parent from 
the office.  Please also include your child’s name and 
class in the notes box too. 
 
P&C PIE DRIVE FUNDRAISER – ORDER DELIVERIES 
Orders for the Pie Drive fundraiser have now closed. 
All orders will be available for pick up from the hall on 
Thursday, 14th August between 2:30-3:30pm. 
 
 

https://ops-uniform-shop.square.site/


 
 
 
 
 
                                     



 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 


