
 
 
 
 
 

 

              ‘Endeavour to Excel’                                                      ‘Excellence, Opportunity, Success’ 
121 PACIFIC HIGHWAY, OURIMBAH  2258                                   PHONE:   4362 1033    FAX:   4362 2531 
Email: ourimbah-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au                    Website: www.ourimbah-p.schools.nsw.edu.au 

 
‘Communicating with our Caring Community’  

 
Wednesday, 25th June 2025 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
A Time to Shine – Interschool Chess Teams 
Challenge 
A huge congratulations to our very talented chess teams 
who recently competed at the Interschool Chess Team 
Challenge held at the Central Coast Adventist School last 
Thursday.  

Well done to the following students who all competed at 
this tournament with pride and enthusiasm –  
• Year 2 – Finbarr B, Elliot S, Hung V and Maddie W 
• Year 3 – Xavier B, Mia H, Paul K, Zac M, Tobias M, 

Jack S and Corby W 
• Year 4 – Logan B, Yuuma B, Lachlan P, Lucas R 

and Caleb W 
• Year 5 – Jack E, Vhan R, Jacob T, Oliver T and Jack 

W 
• Year 6 – Brielle C, Jack C-W, Mindy H, Bowen P, 

Elijah S, Izzy T and Eliza V. 
 

A special mention of our Junior Chess Rookies who 
finished first at the end of the tournament. Our team was 
made up of Elliot S (2B), Paul K (3/4S), Hung V (2B) 
and Finbarr B (2B). I also wanted to highlight the 
wonderful efforts of Jack E (4/5EB) and Corby W (3/4S) 
who demonstrated great captaincy and organisational 
skills within their respective teams. 
I sincerely thank Mr Wilson for co-ordinating and 
supervising this year’s chess teams as part of our High 
Potential and Gifted Education program. We appreciate 
the extra support provided by the parents who have 
volunteered to assist with transport to and from this 
event. We are so proud of their hard work and amazing 
problem-solving skills!  

DATE EVENT 
26 June Soccer State Knockout 

9.30-11:15am – Lisarow HS 
30 June CANTEEN CLOSED 
4 July Last Day of Term 2 
21 July Staff Development Day  
22 July Students Return 
23 July NSWPSSA Cross Country 
28 July CANTEEN CLOSED 
29 July NAIDOC Day 
5 August Education Week - Open Day 
6 August  Save the date - School Disco 



 

     

 

 

  

 

Environmental News – Solving Organic Waste 
In 2023, the Climate Change Act was passed by the NSW 
Government committing to a net zero future. In addition, 
the NSW Government has set a goal of halving organic 
waste by 2030 in the Waste and Sustainable Materials 
Strategy 2041. 
OPS has introduced a food waste management system 
in 2025, as part of a pilot program funded by the 
Department of Education and the NSW Environment 
Protection Authority to empower students to start making 
a difference to the environment by removing our food 
waste from landfill. 
This will help to: 
 reduce greenhouse gases (especially from food 

waste in landfill), 
 save valuable resources and 
 stop school's wasting money on landfill levies. 

A big shout-out to Mr Castles for introducing this great 
program into our school and showing our students and 
teachers how we can minimise organic waste that usually 
goes to landfill in Australia. 

   

        
 

        



Education Week – ‘Ignite Your Potential’ 
Public Education Week will be held from Monday 4 – 
Friday 8 August 2025 (Term 3 / Week 3) celebrating the 
theme: ‘Ignite Your Potential.’ Public Education Week is 
an annual celebration of NSW public education and the 
achievements of our schools, our teachers and, most 
importantly, our students.  
This is a time when we celebrate and acknowledge all 
those who contribute to our children and young people’s 
educational journey. School staff, parents and carers, 
community leaders and P&C associations all play an 
important role in our students' education. 
As a school, we will be celebrating Education Week with 
our students and our parent community and ask you to 
save the date for our Open Day - Tuesday 5 August. 
We will be celebrating Education Week with some special 
assemblies in the hall, open classrooms, and an 
opportunity to have morning tea with your child during the 
recess break.  
We would love to see you here for the day so please put 
this date in your calendar. A program with further details 
to follow early next term. 

 
Staffing News – it’s a girl! 
Congratulations to Miss Young and her husband, 
Shaun, on the birth of a beautiful baby girl named 
Charlotte Rose. By all reports, Ollie is smitten with his 
little sister. We look forward to a visit and a cuddle in the 
near future!  

 
 

School Attendance 
Regular attendance at school is essential for students to 
achieve quality life outcomes. Schools, in partnership 
with parents, are responsible for promoting the regular 
attendance of students. Education for your child is 
important and regular attendance at school is essential 
for your child to achieve their educational best and 
increase their career and life options. 
When your child attends school every day, learning 
becomes easier and your child will build and maintain 
friendships with other children. If you have any concerns 
relating to your child’s attendance at Ourimbah PS. 
Please contact the front office and make a time to chat 
with your child’s class teacher, Stage Supervisor, or the 
Principal – we are here to help! 
It is very important that students arrive to school on time. 
I understand that sometimes things are out of your control 
like traffic congestion / break downs, which may 
eventuate in a late arrival, but students who are 
continually late to school miss important information at 
morning check-in meetings and miss key learning 
concepts if they arrive after the commencement of 
lessons on a regular basis. 
An information brochure about Compulsory School 
Attendance is included in this week’s newsletter! 

Afternoon Pick-up – student safety 
The staff and I have concerns about the safety and 
supervision of some children after school. We have 
noticed a significant increase in the number of students 
and siblings hanging around of an afternoon – sometimes 
playing in an unsafe manner (e.g. running around with 
sticks, hiding in the bushes, climbing trees, upturning the 
soccer goals) with very little direct adult supervision.  
We appreciate that some parents use this pick-up time as 
a means of catching up with other families and we think 
it’s amazing that the students and their families are 
enjoying A-oval, however, the teachers are not 
responsible for supervising the children who remain 
behind to play each afternoon.  
Our Before and After School Care Centre (TASK) have 
a community use agreement with the school and this 
includes the daily use of the school oval. School 
community networks are vital to the overall wellbeing and 
success of our students and our school, but please be 
mindful of the community groups that utilise our school 
facilities and the safety of your children whilst on school 
grounds.  
For school safety and security reasons the Dog Trap Rd 
gate gets locked after bus duty and any remaining 
students are supervised in the front office until they have 
been collected by a parent or carer. We thank you for 
your ongoing cooperation and support with this child 
protection matter. 
 



Student Reports – Semester 1 
Semester 1 reports will be sent out via the School Bytes 
Parent Portal at the end of this term. Along with your 
child’s report, you will also receive some additional 
information, which explains the updated reporting 
process, and the relevant scales used to report upon your 
child’s ‘Achievement’ and their ‘Effort.’ 
With the new curriculum being implemented across all 
grades K-6 over the past few years, there have been 
some significant changes in the way we report upon each 
child’s progress across the 6 Key Learning Areas of 
English, Mathematics, Creative Arts (Dance, Drama, 
Music and Visual Arts), Human Society and its 
Environment (Geography and History), Personal 
Development / Health and Physical Education, and 
Science and Technology. 

The School Leadership Team and I have also worked 
closely with staff to provide alternative report formats for 
those students who have a highly Personalised Learning 
and Support Program (PlaSP) with a focus upon the 
individual learning outcomes and goals aligned to their 
PlaSP. We have also established an interim report 
template for those students and families that may be new 
to our school and may not have been present at OPS 
when formal assessments were carried out earlier in the 
year. 
Following the provision of the formal report to parents and 
carers, Ourimbah PS will provide the parent community 
with the opportunity to meet with their child’s class 
teacher to discuss all aspects of the Semester 1 report 
and for the school to give constructive advice about 
supporting your child’s further progress at school during 
Semester 2. 
This year, Parent / Teacher Interviews will be 
conducted at the beginning of Term 3 by appointment 
only. If you would like to meet with your child’s class 
teacher to discuss their report, please email or phone the 
school to arrange a mutually convenient time to meet 
(face-to-face and phone interviews are available). As 
always, if you have any concerns about your child’s 
learning, or social and emotional growth and 
development, please make contact with your child’s class 
teacher through the front office (4362 1033) – this can 
occur at any time throughout the school year! 

Following this reporting period, we welcome your 
feedback or questions about the new report format so we 
can continue to refine our processes and practices. Our 
aim is to ensure that we are providing families with 
reports that are personalised, clear and provide specific 
information about your child’s academic achievement, 
improvement measures and commitment to their learning 
(effort). 
Kind regards, 
Greg Francis (Principal) 

SCHOOL BYTES – PARENT APP 
All parents are encouraged to get the Parent App 
App Store –  
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/school-
bytes/id6463097826 
Google Play - 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=educa
tion.schoolbytes 
Once you have the Parent App you can access varied 
information about your child eg Dashboard (newsletters, 
school news), Attendance, Forms (extended leave & 
change of contact details), Resources (previous 
academic reports – prior to 205), Calendar (events / 
excursions). Semester 1 2025 reports will be available in 
a new tab Academic Reports at the end of this term.   
Familarise yourself with various tabs available in the app. 
 
If your child is taking extended leave from school for a 
holiday in the ‘form’ section is an electronic Extended 
Leave Application form that can be completed. Once 
approved this form will appear as Approved Leave in your 
child’s attendance. 
 

 
 
LOST PROPERTY ITEMS 
The lost property tubs are overflowing with jumpers, 
jackets, hats, lunch boxes, containers and drink bottles! 
All items with names on them, have been sorted and 
returned to the classrooms.  So many items have no 
names on them and must be collected before the end of 
Term 2, otherwise they will be disposed of. 
 
CANTEEN NEWS - END OF TERM 2 ORDERS 
Once again, we will be doing pre orders for the last day 
of term, next Friday, 4th July, to make sure we have 
enough stock available. Pre orders will be accepted up 
until 9am Tuesday 1st July. Please make sure you have 
your child's order in by this time as late orders won't be 
accepted. 
 
Kind regards, 
Victoria Keegan - Canteen Supervisor 



DEBATE 
On Monday, 16th June, Ourimbah Public School’s 
debating team versed Narara Public School for our 2nd 
round debate.  The topic was ‘that Year 5 and 6 students 
should use laptops instead of textbooks for all of their 
schoolwork’ and we were the negative side. 
Congratulations to Narara Public School, who were the 
winners for this debate. Congratulations to our team 
members Indy P, Capri F, Izzy T and Eliza V for speaking 
well and putting forth some great arguments.  
 
Nicole McMurtrie and Angela Nagle 
Debating Coordinators  

 
 
NETBALL KNOCKOUT 
Today our Netball team competed against Niagara Park 
Public School in Round 2 of the netball knockout. 
Everyone gave their best but Niagara Park was too 
strong on the day, winning 24 - 6. Congratulations to 
MIndy, Piper, Camille, Indy, Brayden, Capri, Eliza, Jack 
and Callie for working as a team and supporting each 
other. Thanks also to Mia and Carmen from CCSC for 
umpiring and assisting players on the day. 
 
Mrs Nagle, Miss Boxsell and Miss Walker. 
 

 

P&C NEWS 
UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
 
Open Friday mornings:   8:30 - 9:15am 
 
Uniforms may be ordered through the online ordering 
system, via the ‘Square’ app.   
https://ops-uniform-shop.square.site 
 
All orders will be sent home with your child, unless 
requested in the notes box, to collect by the parent from 
the office.  Please also include your child’s name and 
class in the notes box too. 
 
P&C PIE DRIVE FUNDRAISER 
The P&C are holding a Pie Drive Fundraiser until Friday, 
1st August.  Orders are to be placed online, via the 
website https:// opsfundraising.square.site 
All orders will be available for pick up from the hall on 
Thursday, 14th August between 2:30-3:30pm. 
Please see the attached flyer for Pie Drive Menu 
 
OURIMBAH OREO’S – REPRESENTATIVE BOCCIA 
TEAM WINS THE GRAND FINAL 
Last Thursday, 12th June,  the Oreo’s successfully won 
all their five preliminary games to make the grand final 
today at Niagara Park Stadium. We then played Blue 
Haven Public School in the final, winning 10-1. 
Our team will now progress to the state finals next term 
at Sydney Olympic Park to play many other primary 
schools on Wednesday, July 30th. 
 

 
 

 

https://ops-uniform-shop.square.site/


 
 

PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION K-6: 
TUESDAY, 12TH AUGUST 
Ourimbah School will be holding a Public Speaking 
Competition in Term 3 for all K-6 students on Tuesday, 
12th August.  The times for the speeches are based on 
the stage of each child.   
Each child has been asked to prepare a speech to 
present to the rest of the class in the first few weeks of 
Term 3.  Potential topics and instructions on how to 
prepare and deliver their speeches, will be discussed in 
class. 
Students will be selected from each class to move 
through to the the school finaL.  Parents of finalists will 
be contacted and invited to attend the public speaking 
final on Tuesday, 12th August at specific times for their 
stage. 
For further information, please read the note located in 
School Bytes 
 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
THE GREAT BOOK SWAP - INDIGENOUS LITERACY 
 
Ourimbah Public School is proud to be taking part in The 
Great Book Swap in 2025! This event is a fun way for 
students to share their love of reading while raising funds 
for the Indigenous Literacy Foundation, which works to 
improve literacy outcomes in remote Indigenous 
communities. 
As part of the event, we are asking families to donate pre-
loved books in good condition. These books will be 
sorted and made available for students to purchase for a 
gold coin donation. All book donations should be sent to 
the school by Friday 10 August to allow time for sorting. 
The Great Book Swap will be held in the school hall at 
lunch on Wednesday 20 August, alongside our Book 
Parade celebrations. Students can bring a gold coin on 
the day to select a book to take home and enjoy. 
Any addition donations can be made via the school's 
donations page, which can be accessed via this QR 
code.  
 

 
 
Thank you for supporting this wonderful cause! 
 
Mrs Kenny and the Library Monitors 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
 
EDUCATION WEEK – OPEN DAY 
 

 
 
OPS DISCO – WEDNESDAY, 6TH AUGUST 
Please save the date for the up and coming school 
Disco on Wednesday, 6th August.  Further details will be 
sent home in Term 3. 
  



  



COMMUNITY NEWS: 
 

 
 
 

 
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY – WYOMING PARISH 
 
Please check in on our Parish website 
www.bbcatholic.org.au/wyoming for information about 
the upcoming sacramental programme. 
Thank you for all your support. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.bbcatholic.org.au/wyoming


 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 
 
 

 


