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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

A Time to Shine – Central Coast Dance Festival –  

 

A message from the CCDF Committee:  

“On behalf of the Central Coast Dance Festival, I would 
like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to you 
and your staff (Aly Anderson and Amber Bunt) for your 
unwavering support. 

Our festival continues to be a vibrant celebration of dance 
in Central Coast Public Schools, all thanks to the 

dedication and commitment of staff members like yours. 
Your encouragement and involvement play a crucial role 
in fostering a love for the arts among our students. 

We appreciate Mel Cooper for volunteering her time to 
supervise on an extra night, supporting the CCDF 
Committee and helping the festival run smoothly and 
effectively. 

Thank you once again for your invaluable contribution. 
We look forward to continuing this wonderful partnership 
and celebrating the talent of our students together.” 

What an incredible performance! Last night, I had the 
honour of attending the Central Coast Dance Festival 
(CCDF) alongside Mrs. Golding, where our talented 
students captivated the audience with their contemporary 
dance routine. 

Our combined Stage 2 and Stage 3 dance group 
delivered a stunning performance titled “Let it Be” clearly 
shining among the remarkable talents from 17 other 
public schools that participated in Show G. 
Congratulations to the following students for being 
outstanding performers and representing our school so 
well:  

• Year 3 – Mia H, Ailish M 

• Year 4 – Hartlyn F, Olive S, Jayda E 

• Year 5 – Isabel N 

• Year 6 -Lucy Mc, Indy P, Callie S, Camille S, Capri 
F, Piper C 

• Absent on the night were Sophia M and Ava S 

DATE EVENT 

4 July Last Day of Term 2 

21 July Staff Development Day  

22 July Students Return 

23 July NSWPSSA Cross Country 

28 July CANTEEN CLOSED 

29 July NAIDOC Day 

5 August Education Week - Open Day 

6 August  OPS School Disco 



I would also like to recognise the exceptional efforts of 
Mrs. Anderson and Mrs. Bunt, who collaborated to 
coordinate this year's performance. Our dedicated and 
talented teachers organised the choreography, prepared 
the costumes, and devoted numerous lunch periods to 
ensure the dance group had ample time to rehearse and 
refine their skills. 

Additionally, I want to express my gratitude to the parents 
who supported our school and the OPS Dance Group by 
attending as audience members and assisting with 
transportation to the dress rehearsal and performance 
night. I’m sure you all felt as proud as I did! 

 

 

 

Term 2 Concludes 

As we come to the end of yet another busy term, I would 
like to thank all of the staff, students and parents who 
have contributed to the many educational and extra-
curricular activities that have taken place over the past 10 
weeks. Term 2 concludes this Friday 4 July. 

School resumes for all students on Tuesday 22 July. 
The Ourimbah PS staff will be involved in a School 
Development Day on Monday 21 July. 

Have a happy, safe and relaxing holiday break, 
EVERYONE! 

 

Education Week – ‘Ignite Your Potential’ 

Public Education Week will be held from Monday 4 – 
Friday 8 August 2025 (Term 3 / Week 3) celebrating the 
theme: ‘Ignite Your Potential.’ Public Education Week is 

an annual celebration of NSW public education and the 
achievements of our schools, our teachers and, most 
importantly, our students.  

This is a time when we celebrate and acknowledge all 
those who contribute to our children and young people’s 
educational journey. School staff, parents and carers, 
community leaders and P&C associations all play an 
important role in our students' education. 

As a school, we will be celebrating Education Week with 
our students and our parent community and ask you to 
save the date for our Open Day - Tuesday 5 August. 
We will be celebrating Education Week with some special 
assemblies in the hall, open classrooms, and an 
opportunity to have morning tea with your child during the 
recess break.  

We would love to see you here for the day so please put 
this date in your calendar. A program with further details 
to follow early next term. 

 

 

Staffing News  

At the end of this term, we say good luck to one of our 
much beloved School Learning and Support Officers 
(Suzie Matheson), who has decided to take a leave of 
absence from public education and spread her wings 
across a broader and new career opportunity.  

I wanted to take a moment to say a big thank you to Suzie 
for the amazing work she has done as a School Learning 
and Support Officer at Ourimbah PS for over 11 years. 
Her dedication to helping students with additional 
learning needs makes a huge difference in their lives and 
the life of our school. She has created a safe and caring 
learning environment where every student feels known, 
valued and cared for. We are so lucky to have you on our 
team, and I look forward to seeing all the great things you 
will continue to do. 



I also wanted to take this opportunity to thank the 
wonderful trainee teachers (Interns) that have supported 
our students and our staff over the past 10 weeks: 

• Rebecca Boxsell (3/4PN) 

• Campbell Wilson (5/6A) 

• Shelly James (2B) 

• Abbey Walker (KBN) 

I wanted to take a moment to thank you for all your hard 
work and dedication during your time with us. Your 
enthusiasm and fresh ideas have made a positive impact 
in our classrooms. As you move forward in your teaching 
careers, I wish you all the best. May your journey be filled 
with success, joy and the opportunity to inspire many 
students along the way. 

Student Reports – Semester 1 

Semester 1 reports will be sent out via the School Bytes 
Parent Portal at the end of this week – an information flyer 
detailing steps on how to access your child’s report has 
been included with this newsletter. Academic reports are 
published to the parent portal by school staff and appear 
in the student document section under the Resources 
tab. When a report is published, you might also receive a 
notification about it. 

Along with your child’s report, you will also receive some 
additional information, which explains the updated 
reporting process, and the relevant scales used to report 
upon your child’s ‘Achievement’ and their ‘Effort.’ 

Following the provision of the formal report to parents and 
carers, Ourimbah PS will provide the parent community 
with the opportunity to meet with their child’s class 
teacher to discuss all aspects of the Semester 1 report 
and for the school to give constructive advice about 
supporting your child’s further progress at school during 
Semester 2. 

This year, Parent / Teacher Interviews will be 
conducted across the first few weeks of Term 3 by 
appointment only. If you would like to meet with your 
child’s class teacher to discuss their report, please email 
or phone the school to arrange a mutually convenient 
time to meet (face-to-face and phone interviews are 
available). As always, if you have any concerns about 
your child’s learning, or social and emotional growth and 
development, please make contact with your child’s class 
teacher through the front office (4362 1033) – this can 
occur at any time throughout the school year! 

Following this reporting period, we welcome your 
feedback or questions about the new report format so we 
can continue to refine our processes and practices. Our 
aim is to ensure that we are providing families with 
reports that are personalised, clear and provide specific 
information about your child’s academic achievement, 
improvement measures and commitment to their learning 
(effort). 

School Security 

As we approach the school holidays, I ask all families who 
live in close proximity of the school to report any 
suspicious activity on our school grounds to Wyong 
Police (4356 6099) or the School Security Unit (1300 
880 021).  

If you notice damage to school property, anti-social 
conduct or suspicious activity on the grounds, or after 
school hours, please do not hesitate to call the 
abovementioned numbers.  

The school is very proud of its grounds and the positive 
partnership it has with the broader community - it would 
be a shame to lose this identity! 

 

Kind regards, 

Greg Francis (Principal) 
 
SCHOOL BYTES – PARENT APP 
All parents are encouraged to get the Parent App 
App Store –  
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/school-
bytes/id6463097826 
Google Play - 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=educa
tion.schoolbytes 
Once you have the Parent App you can access varied 
information about your child eg Dashboard (newsletters, 
school news), Attendance, Forms (extended leave & 
change of contact details), Resources (previous 
academic reports – prior to 205), Calendar (events / 
excursions). Semester 1 2025 reports will be available in 
a new tab Academic Reports at the end of this term.   
Familarise yourself with various tabs available in the app. 
 
If your child is taking extended leave from school for a 
holiday in the ‘form’ section is an electronic Extended 
Leave Application form that can be completed. Once 
approved this form will appear as Approved Leave in your 
child’s attendance. 
 

 
 



LOST PROPERTY ITEMS 
The lost property tubs are overflowing with jumpers, 
jackets, hats, lunch boxes, containers and drink bottles! 
All items with names on them, have been sorted and 
returned to the classrooms.  So many items have no 
names on them and must be collected before the end of 
Term 2, otherwise they will be disposed of. 
 
P&C NEWS 
UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
 
Open Friday mornings:   8:30 - 9:15am 
 
Uniforms may be ordered through the online ordering 
system, via the ‘Square’ app.   
https://ops-uniform-shop.square.site 
 
All orders will be sent home with your child, unless 
requested in the notes box, to collect by the parent from 
the office.  Please also include your child’s name and 
class in the notes box too. 
 
P&C PIE DRIVE FUNDRAISER 
The P&C are holding a Pie Drive Fundraiser until Friday, 
1st August.  Orders are to be placed online, via the 
website https:// opsfundraising.square.site 
All orders will be available for pick up from the hall on 
Thursday, 14th August between 2:30-3:30pm. 
Please see the attached flyer for Pie Drive Menu 

 
PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION K-6: 
TUESDAY, 12TH AUGUST 
Ourimbah School will be holding a Public Speaking 
Competition in Term 3 for all K-6 students on Tuesday, 
12th August.  The times for the speeches are based on 
the stage of each child.   
Each child has been asked to prepare a speech to 
present to the rest of the class in the first few weeks of 
Term 3.  Potential topics and instructions on how to 
prepare and deliver their speeches, will be discussed in 
class. 
Students will be selected from each class to move 
through to the the school finaL.  Parents of finalists will 
be contacted and invited to attend the public speaking 
final on Tuesday, 12th August at specific times for their 
stage. 
For further information, please read the note located in 
School Bytes 
 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
History in the Library 
This semester, Stage 3 students have been exploring 
the topic of colonisation with great enthusiasm! They’ve 
engaged in extensive research in the library, developing 

their digital technology skills and diving into the stories 
of the past. 
To wrap up their studies, students participated in a 
unique cooking project inspired by the colonial period. 
They rolled up their sleeves to create traditional dishes, 
including tea, homemade butter and skillet biscuits. This 
hands-on activity allowed them to connect with history in 
a tangible way, learning about the ingredients and 
cooking methods used in the past. 
Through these engaging activities, students have not 
only gained knowledge about colonisation but have also 
developed a range of skills that will serve them well in 
the future. The combination of research, digital literacy 
and practical cooking has made this semester a 
memorable one, fostering a love for history and learning 
that will last a lifetime. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://ops-uniform-shop.square.site/


 
 

 
 
 
Science in the Library: Exploring Changes in the 
Earth's Surface 
This term, Stage 2 students have embarked on an 
exciting journey through the fascinating world of Earth 
science right here in our library! With a focus on 
understanding the changes in the Earth's surface, our 
young scientists have engaged in a variety of hands-on 
experiments that have not only enhanced their learning 
but also sparked their curiosity about the natural world. 
Throughout the term, students have had the opportunity 
to create their own fossils, providing them with a 
tangible understanding of how these ancient remnants 
of life are formed. They have also examined real fossils 
and gemstones, marveling at the beauty and history 
encapsulated in each specimen. 
One of the highlights of our science adventures was 
cracking geodes open to reveal the stunning crystals 
hidden inside. This activity not only captivated the 
students, but also taught them about the geological 
processes that shape our planet. 
In a thrilling experiment, students observed how water 
affects different types of rocks, allowing them to witness 
erosion and weathering in action. This hands-on 
approach helped solidify their understanding of these 
essential geological processes. 
To wrap up our term of exploration, we organised a fun 
and informative activity to investigate the impacts of 
mining on the Earth. Our budding geologists participated 
in a creative "choc chip mining" exercise, where they 

learned about the environmental effects of mining while 
having a sweet treat! 
This term has been filled with discovery and excitement, 
as students have delved into the dynamic processes 
that shape our planet. We look forward to seeing how 
their newfound knowledge will inspire future scientific 
endeavors! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
THE GREAT BOOK SWAP - INDIGENOUS LITERACY 
 
Ourimbah Public School is proud to be taking part in The 
Great Book Swap in 2025! This event is a fun way for 
students to share their love of reading while raising funds 
for the Indigenous Literacy Foundation, which works to 
improve literacy outcomes in remote Indigenous 
communities. 
As part of the event, we are asking families to donate pre-
loved books in good condition. These books will be 
sorted and made available for students to purchase for a 
gold coin donation. All book donations should be sent to 
the school by Friday 10 August to allow time for sorting. 
The Great Book Swap will be held in the school hall at 
lunch on Wednesday 20 August, alongside our Book 
Parade celebrations. Students can bring a gold coin on 
the day to select a book to take home and enjoy. 
Any addition donations can be made via the school's 
donations page, which can be accessed via this QR 
code.  
 

 
 
Thank you for supporting this wonderful cause! 
 
Mrs Kenny and the Library Monitors 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
EDUCATION WEEK – OPEN DAY 
 

 
 
OPS DISCO – WEDNESDAY, 6TH AUGUST 
Please save the date for the up and coming school 
Disco on Wednesday, 6th August.  Further details will be 
sent home in Term 3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                    



 

 
 



 



  



 
 

 
 
 



 
COMMUNITY NEWS: 
 

 
 
 

 
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY – WYOMING PARISH 
 
Please check in on our Parish website 
www.bbcatholic.org.au/wyoming for information about 
the upcoming sacramental programme. 
Thank you for all your support. 
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