Term 1 Week 4 Tuesday 17 Feb 2026

@m Truth Honour Freedom Courtesy

KISS & DROP LEARNING HUB

We are so very thrilled with how our students have
settled in to the new school year. We ask that
parents implement the "Kiss & Drop” technique to

allow this smooth transition to continue. ATTENDANCE. We can be & §= =242
mistaken for thinking that )
AVENUE OF TREES 100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY being a few minutes, is not such a big deal. However,

As per the note that was already distributed via the  apart from the disruption it creates for the entire class,
Sentral Parents App, we are getting an idea of
what students and families will be attending the 100
Year Celebrations of the O'Connell Avenue of Trees,
which will be held on Sunday 15th March. This is of
course a non-compulsory event but we look
forward to seeing as many of you there as possible. %« EVERY MINUTE COUNTS....
Students attending are asked to do so in full school
uniform and will be invited to read out the names of
the fallen soldiers from our district, much like on
Remembrance Day.

This week, our Learning %
Hub focuses on B/

every minute your child is late can add up to quite a
large deficit over their school career. We are reminded by
this Departmental resource that EVERY MINUTE COUNTS.

20 minutes a day “‘::::::::de Nearly 2% weeks peryear | Nearly a year of school
READING VOLUNTEERS e
We are seeking volunteers to come and read with e s L S
some of our students, each morning between 9am Lhoureachday | 1WhOIGBVOlenring | 8 weeks per v o S | e ¢ ofeaing
and 9.30am. If you are available to assist with this our chids bese e "m"e
. r n 2y
program, please contact the school office. s e o ,.:::::.“. R
**GALA DAY—DATE CHANGE** beginning of the day... DON'T BE LATE! s 5
Please note a change of date for Gala Day from the
6th to the 5th of March. More details will be
released via the Sentral Parents App. Thank you. DIGITAL DEVICES IN SCHOOLS
As per the department policy, primary aged students
FOREST DAY—24 FEBRUARY are not allowed to use digital devices at school, unless
Our first Forest Day for 2026 will be held next for an educational purpose, to support a learning
Tuesday 24th of February: adjustment or for physical wellbeing (eg diabetes

e A sausage sizzle lunch will be provided, but please = monitoring). Any devices such as phones, iPads, and
bring crunch and sip, and 2x water. We find the ~ Smart Watches must either be left at home or handed
open air often makes the students even more in to the school office each morning. Thank you for
ravenous, so a little extra food and water is always  your cooperation.

d idea.
a good idea CLEAN & HEALTHY LUNCH BOXES

We ask that every effort is made to reduce packaging
' and junk food in students lunchboxes. This not only
* Students are to wear casual clothes. Suitable  ne|ps our environmental footprint in terms of single

clothing includes leggings, trackies, jeans, t-shirts, e soft plastics but it also provides students with
shirts, gumboots/boots, long pants (no singlet | i ¢ el for their learning.

tops or bike shorts).

e Please remember that our Forest Days are ‘Nude
Food' days, so no packaging please.

e Students are reminded to wear their school hat K =
(not baseball cap or other hats) as it offers the best UPCOMING DATES: TERMS 1

sun protection.
18 Feb Parent Info Sessions

24 Feb Forest Day K-6

27 Feb District Swimming Carnival qualifiers
3 Mar Bush School K-2

5Mar Gala Day Yrs Yrs 2-6

11 Mar NAPLAN Begins Yrs 3 & 5

15 Mar Avenue of Trees 100 Year Anniversary
18 Mar PULSE Alive selected students

24 Mar Forest Day K-6

e If you are bringing your bicycle, please make sure
to pump up the tyres and check the brakes/gears
before Tuesday morning. Children riding MUST
bring & wear a helmet.

e A reminder to parents that children must be
marked in & out. Drop off at the forest at 9am
and pick up 3pm. Please drive to the left as you
enter the forest and proceed in a clockwise
direction at pick up and drop off. Parents are
reminded to please drive slowly in this area.

Please see mud map overleaf to get to Forest Day.
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“Encouraging individual learning and confidence in a friendly caring community’

School Ph: 6337 5725 School Mobile: 0477 633 759 Email: oconnell-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au



MUD MAP TO FOREST DAY!

Enter via the double gates (on left hand side before the 1 Lane Bridge).

“Encouraging individual learning and confidence in a friendly caring community’

School Ph: 6337 5725 School Mobile: 0477 633 759 Email: oconnell-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au



OUHAL

1S OPEN

YEAR 4 AND 5
INFORMATION
EVENING AND
CAMPUS TOURS

Kelso High Campus

5 March Thursday

REGISTER NOW

Registration is required to help us plan group
sizes and ensure a positive experience for all
families.

Scan the QR code to secure your place,
or email your details to the Denison College
SAQ alisha.hutchinson3@det.nsw.edu.au

Event Details
The Information Evening and Campus Tours give Year
4,5 and 6 students and their families an early, age-
appropriate introduction to the high school
environment. Families learn about the school,
transition support, and learning programs, while tours
provide a guided look at key campus spaces to help
students feel confident and prepared for the future.

Year 4 & 5 Information Session and Campus tour
7 Date: Thursday 5" March 2026
© Time: 5:45pm-6:15pm
? Location: Human Movement Studio
followed by a short campus tour
ﬁBBQ provided

Year 6 Information Session and Campus tour

7 Date: Thursday 5th March 2026
@© Time: 6:15pm-6:45pm
?® Location: School Gymnasium followed
by a campus tour
@ BBQ provided
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