
 

 

‘‘Encouraging individual learning and confidence in a friendly caring community’ 

School Ph: 6337 5725   School Mobile: 0477 633 759   Email: oconnell-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

     Welcome back to O’Connell for 2026!  
We trust you all had a restful (if a bit hotter than 
usual) school holiday break. As is customary at 
O’Connell Public School, we have a very busy year 
ahead, so buckle up and let's get going! 

 

CYBER BULLYING 
We have had the unfortunate issue of Cyber 
Bullying raising its’ ugly head at O’Connell PS, with 
one of our staff members being the victim of this 
over the school holidays. Mrs Forsyth has spoken to 
all senior students about this issue today, so please 
be aware that this may raise some conversations. 
This is obviously not the kind of behaviour we take 
lightly, and in conjunction with the Department’s 
Cyber Security team, we are confident of reaching a 
positive  conclusion to this issue.  
In the meantime, we ask you to please take the time 
to read our Student Behaviour & Management Plan, 
which is available to view on the school website;  
https://oconnell-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-us/
policies-and-reports 
 

SCHOOL BYTES PARENT APP 
If you have not downloaded this app, please do so 
now as this is our primary method of 
communication with our school families.  
• All permission notes and school payments,  

are accessible via the School Bytes Parents 
App.  

• All absentee notes, late arrivals and early 
departures are to be completed via the 
School Bytes Parents App 

Feel free to ask if you have any questions. Please 
note, in case of emergency we will contact groups 
of parents via text or will call you directly. 
Items that may require your attention on the 
School Bytes Parents App this week include: 
1. Permission note and payment for Swimming 

Carnival (for students turning 8+ in 2026) 
2. 3rd Party Consent form (everyone) 
3. Change of contact details (if applicable) 
4. Band fees (if participating) 
5. EOI for Festival of Instrumental Music (Yr6) 
6. General Permission Note (All) 
7. 10 Pin Bowling Permission & Payment (Yr4-6) 
8. School Contributions & Voluntary Program 

Payment (All—notes to be distributed 
tomorrow). 

 

SMALL SCHOOLS SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
Students turning 8-13 in 2026, who can swim 25m, 
can participate in the Small Schools Swimming 
Carnival and the permission note and entry fee are 
payable via the School Bytes Parents App. Please 
note: 25m is not listed as an option, so please tick 
50m and we will adjust at school. Also, there is no 
canteen so bring recess, lunch & plenty of water.  
 

Term 1 Week 2 Tuesday 3 Feb 2026  
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STAFFING 2026: 
Principal, K-2 teacher:  Mrs Trish Forsyth 
Year K-2 teacher:   Mrs Joanne Garay 

Year 2-4 teachers:   Ms Rachael Richardson &   
    Ms Sammy Milligan 
Year 5-6 teacher:   Mr Trent Hemsworth 

RFF Teacher:   Mrs Kate Bird  

RFF & Art:    Mrs Jodie-Marie Milton 
Library Teacher:   Mrs Joanne Garay 

SAM:     Mrs Marianne Reeves 

SAO     Ms Sandra Gibney 
SLSO:    Ms Olivia Doble 
 

SPORTS DAYS: The sports days for each class are 
as follows (sports uniform & joggers are to be worn 
on these days): 

 K-1-2:  Wednesday - Friday 

 2-3-4:  Friday 

 5-6:   Friday 
 

LIBRARY DAYS: 
 K-1-2:  Thursday 

 2-3-4:  Wednesday 

 5-6:   Thursday 
 

ASSEMBLY: Assemblies will be held every second 
Wednesday at 9am, starting from tomorrow 
Wednesday 4th February. All welcome 
 

END OF DAY PICK UP: Students end-of-day pick 
up zones are as follows: 

 K-2: Pick up shelter near the driveway 

 3-6: Shaded seats near the outdoor kitchen 

Please note: there is NO playing on the school play 
equipment after school. 
 

 

Truth   Honour   Freedom  Courtesy 

 

UPCOMING DATES: TERMS 1 
 

 4 Feb  Assembly 9am—All Welcome 

 6 Feb Swimming Carnival Age 8+ 

 11 Feb P&C Meeting—7pm 

 13 Feb New Year BBQ 6pm 

 18 Feb Parent Info Sessions 

 24 Feb  Forest Day K-6 

 27 Feb District Swimming Carnival 

 3 Mar Bush School K-2 

https://oconnell-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-us/policies-and-reports
https://oconnell-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-us/policies-and-reports
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SCHOOL UNIFORMS/LABELLING ITEMS 
Just a few reminders of our uniform expectations. 
School emblemed hats must be worn every day 
(broad brimmed or bucket-style with house colour). 
No jewellery, make-up or false nails to be worn and 
everyone with long hair must wear it tied-back.  

SUMMER: 
BOYS: Grey shorts, blue short-sleeved emblemed 
shirt, grey socks, black shoes/black joggers. 

GIRLS: Blue summer dress or maroon shorts/skort, 
blue short-sleeved emblemed shirt, white socks, 
black shoes/black joggers. 

SPORTS: Maroon short/skort, maroon & blue 
sports shirt or white emblemed shirt, white socks, 
joggers (can be coloured only on sports days). 

WINTER: 
BOYS: Grey long pants or maroon tracksuit pants, 
blue long-sleeved emblemed shirt, maroon jumper 
or fleece, grey socks, black shoes/black joggers.  
GIRLS: Winter tunic or maroon tracksuit pants, blue 
long-sleeved emblemed shirt, maroon jumper or 
fleece, grey stockings or white socks, black shoes/
black joggers. 

SPORTS: Maroon tracksuit pants, maroon & blue 
sports shirt or white emblemed shirt, maroon  
jumper or fleece, white socks, joggers (can be     
coloured only on sports days). 
SPARE CLOTHING: A good idea to have some 
spares packed, as accidents can happen to anyone. 

LABELLING: Please make sure that ALL items of 
clothing, especially hats, school bags, lunch boxes 
and drink bottles are clearly labelled. Thank you. 

HAT SPOT-CHECKS:  As we operate a “No hat, No 
play” policy, students can be quick grab any hat so 
as not miss out and this can unfortunately result in 
hats getting mixed up. Mrs Forsyth will randomly 
carry out hat spot-checks to make sure that each 
student has their own, clearly labelled hat. 

LOST AND FOUND TO BE REPLACED BY           
“CAPTAINS CHALLENGE”: We have decided to      
remove the “Lost and Found” bin. In its’ place, as 
part of their duties, the captain teams will gather up 
any items daily such as hats, jumpers, lunch boxes, 
etc, return them to the appropriate classroom and 
house points will be DEDUCTED per item. If either 
House (Cox or Evans) has no misplaced items, they 
will have the opportunity to EARN. Items that have 
no labels will be donated to the second hand cloth-
ing pool and containers/drink bottles will be dis-
posed of. Quite simply, we are trying to incentivise 
students to pick up after themselves and remind 
their peers to do the same thing through good, old-
fashioned competition! Captains will speak to their 
peers about the “Captains Challenge” at tomorrows 
assembly. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLANNING A FAMILY HOLIDAY? 
If your plans include taking time off during the 
school term, the school must be informed in         
advance. Please request an “Extended Leave Form” 
from the school office and return it two weeks be-
fore your departure date. Thank you. 
 

 

SCHOOL BAND —YEARS 2-6 
We had a school band meeting today (Tuesday 3rd 
Feb), with Mrs Forsyth & Ms Gibney (Ms Swanell from 
CS Studios was absent today). Band will run each 
Tuesday during final session from  2.20pm—3.00pm. 
The   condition of applying for the band is that you 
are taking lessons in your chosen instrument; ie    
guitar, bass, piano/keys, drums, singing (individual or 
group) and that you are in Year 2 and above. We ask 
that students commit for at least one semester (2 
terms). The school subsidised cost to participate in 
band will be $30 per term. This will be  payable via 
the School Bytes Parents App.  
 

3RD PARTY PROGRAMS 
A 3rd Party Consent Form has been sent out via the 
School Bytes Parents App for your consent. 
 

CLASS INFO SESSIONS DATES/ TIMES  
All class information sessions will be held on 
Wednesday 18th February. There will be 2 sessions 
held for each classroom to allow for parents with 
children in more than one classroom: 

• 3.30—4.00  

• 4.00-4.30 
During these sessions, an afternoon sport will be run 
by staff members for the students who are here with 
their parents. 
 

UPDATE OF DETAILS 
If you have moved, changed telephone number, 
changed email address, your emergency contacts 
have changed or there have been significant changes 
to your family that we need to made aware of, please 
inform us via the School Bytes Parents App.  
 

STUDENTS REQUIRING MEDICATION 
If your child requires ongoing medication to be tak-
en at school, please request a Medication form from 
the school office. If your child needs to have access 
to an Asthma puffer or EpiPen at school, please sup-
ply this medication with an updated Asthma Plan or 
ASCIA plan. If your child is on a course of antibiotics 
which requires them to take medication at school, a     
medication form must be filled out. All medication 
supplied to the school must be in original packaging 
or webster packs, with the child’s details and dosage 
details. 
 

EMAILING THE SCHOOL 
Please direct all school based information or          
enquiries to the school email and not directly to the 
teacher’s email:  
oconnell-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
 



 

 

‘‘Encouraging individual learning and confidence in a friendly caring community’ 

School Ph: 6337 5725   School Mobile: 0477 633 759   Email: oconnell-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

SCHOOL VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS AND ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS 

SCHOOL CONTRIBUTIONS: Every year, families are asked to contribute to the financial running of the school in 
the way of “School Contributions”. This non-compulsory contribution of $50/child is used in the following ways and 
we appreciate you  making the effort to pay it: 

• Purchase of literacy & numeracy textbooks (supplied to all students) 

• Purchasing of resources to support curriculum 

• Resources to support gross motor development 

• Stationary 

• Supplements Government funding 

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS: Computer resource programs and Creative Arts programs and opportunities are      
purchased every year to assist in the teaching of the curriculum. These $60/child programs are not covered under 
government funding and are an additional cost to the school. These programs include but are not exclusive to: 

Reading eggs, Mathletics, Soundwaves, Kobo, Twinkle, Essential Assessment, Positive Living Skills, Audible, Amplify 
Music, resource subscriptions, instrumental groups and performing opportunities. 
 

These Voluntary Contributions and Additional Program fees are payable via the School Bytes Parents App.  
 

We thank you in advance for making these payments to the school. 

FOOD BASED PROGRAMS AT O’CONNELL : 
TOASTY TUESDAYS: This is a Year 6 Fundraiser, where 
students from Year 6 prepare and serve Cheese Toasties 
for students who have ordered. All profits go towards 
the Year 6 fund which helps them purchase an item for 
the school. The cost for a toasty is $3.50 and is payable 
in cash  only. Place your order & cash in the reusable 
black pouch and place in the black box on a Tuesday 
morning. “Toasty Tuesday” will commence next Tues-
day, 10th February. 
 

MID-WEEK MASTERCHEF: This a school based          
program, where all students are placed into a cooking 
group and have a turn at cooking for the entire school! 
Each Wednesday, a group (under the supervision of Ms 
Doble) help to set their menu, prep, cook, serve and 
clean up after a meal. This program is funded by the 
P&C and meals are supplied at no cost to the students. 
This year, in order to keep the numbers even, we will 
split the school into K-3 and Years 4-6.  

**Midweek MasterChef begins tomorrow - 4th 
Feb.** 

This week we will  be cooking “Chicken Burgers”  for 
students in Years K-3 (Wed 4th Feb) & for students 
next week in Years 4-6 (Wed 11th Feb). Please note, 
you do not need to send lunch for your child if they are 
in the cooking group or are being cooked for on this 
day.  
 

GOOD FOOD FRIDAY: This gives our parents an         
opportunity to volunteer to cook a meal for students on 
a Friday. The P&C will ask for volunteers (if you have 
never participated before you can “buddy-up” with a 
parent who has, you cook and clean up from the meal 
in the school kitchen. Orders are made via the P&C 
website and all payments for this initiative are payable 
via direct deposit to the P&C. GOOD FOOD FRIDAY 
STARTS WEEK 3—FRIDAY 13th FEBRUARY. 

FESTIVAL OF INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC—Yr 6 
Later this year (23 September), students in Year 6 will 
play recorder at the world famous Sydney Opera House 
as part of the Festival of Instrumental Music! This        
involves learning three recorder ensemble pieces at 
school,  participating in online and cluster  rehearsals 
with other participating schools, practising at home and 
finally, travelling to Sydney, rehearsing with the entire 
ensemble and accompanying orchestra before            
performing in the Grand Hall. This has proven to be a 
favourite school  experience over the years and we are 
delighted to offer this yet again to our outgoing         
students. Whilst there are recorders available to use at 
school, each student will require a recorder to practise 
with at home. You can choose to: 

• Purchase your own recorder. 

• Borrow a school recorder—$10 fee. 

An EOI (expression of interest) has been sent out via the 
School Bytes Parents App. to confirm your student’s 
participation in FOIM. 
 

NEW STUDENT WELLBEING INITIATIVE 
Please take the time to read the “P3P3F3 Behaviour     
Support” document included in this cluster email. Going 
forward, students involved in the process will have a 
copy of their reflections sent home to parents. More will 
be shared on this process at the Class Information      
Sessions.  

HOT WEATHER!! 
This may sound obvious, but: 
• Send extra water as the water from the bubblers 

is not very cold during this heat! 
• ALL children must have a hat to play outside. 
• Slather your kids in sunscreen before school. 
• Freeze some of their food items to keep them  

extra cold.  


