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​Eligibility Requirements​
​for the Award of the Higher School Certificate​

​Eligibility Requirements for the HSC​

​ACE​​- Last Updated: April 3rd 2025​

​1.​ ​NESA will grant the award of the HSC credential to students who meet the eligibility​
​requirements for the award of the HSC.​

​2.​ ​To be eligible for the award of the HSC, students must:​
​a.​ ​have completed Year 10, and​
​b.​ ​have attended a government school, an accredited non-government school, a​

​school outside NSW recognised by NESA or a TAFE NSW institute, and​
​c.​ ​have completed​​All My Own Work (AMOW)​​or its equivalent,​​and​
​d.​ ​have demonstrated the​​minimum standard of literacy​​and numeracy​​, and​
​e.​ ​have satisfactorily​​completed courses​​that comprise​​the​​pattern of study​​required​

​by NESA for the​​award of the HSC​​, and​
​f.​ ​undertake and make a​​serious attempt​​at the requisite​​HSC exams​​.​​.​

​Note:​ ​Students​ ​undertaking​ ​only​ ​Stage​ ​6​ ​Life​ ​Skills​ ​courses​ ​are​ ​not​​required​​to​​complete​​the​ ​HSC:​​All​​My​
​Own Work​​program or its equivalent.​

​ACE​​Record​​of​​Changes:​​Summary​​of​​the​​changes​​can​​be​​found​​in​​the​​ACE​​Record​​of​​Changes.​ ​It​​is​​a​​good​
​idea to periodically check the Record of Changes page as NESA continues to refine and clarify rules in ACE.​

​https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/resources/record-of-changes​

​Pattern of study for the award of the Higher School Certificate​

​ACE​​- Last Updated: April 3rd 2025​
​To be eligible for the award of the​​HSC credential​​,​​students must satisfactorily complete:​

​a.​ ​a Preliminary pattern of study comprising at least​​12 units​​, and​
​b.​ ​an HSC pattern of study comprising at least​​10 units​​.​

​To ensure students satisfy NESA’s requirements, the pattern of study in both Preliminary and HSC must​
​include:​

​1.​ ​2 units of a Board Developed course in​​English​
​2.​ ​at least 4 more units of Board Developed courses​
​3.​ ​at least 3 courses of 2 or more units (which may be either Board Developed or Board Endorsed),​

​and​
​4.​ ​at least 4 subjects.​

​Students may study a maximum of 6 units of Preliminary​​Science​​courses, and 7 units of HSC Science​
​courses​​(at NSGHS this option is subject to an interview​​with the HT Science)​

​1.​ ​For students entered in​​Mathematics Extension 2​​, both​​Mathematics Extension 1​​and Mathematics​
​Extension 2 are counted as 2-unit courses.​​1​

​2.​ ​Students must meet all other​​course eligibility​​requirements,​​and HSC eligibility requirements to be​
​granted the​​HSC credential​​.​

​2.​ ​Students may​​accumulate HSC courses​​towards the award​​of the HSC credential within a​
​consecutive five-year period.​

​To​​qualify​​for​​the​​Higher​​School​​Certificate​​students​​must​​satisfactorily​​complete​​a​​Year​​11​​pattern​​of​​study​
​comprising at least 12 units and a Year 12 pattern of study comprising at least 10 units.​

​This​​includes​​the​​completion​​of​​the​​practical,​​listening​​and​​oral​​tasks,​​and​​major​​works/projects​​required​​for​
​specific​ ​courses.​ ​Progression​ ​to​ ​an​ ​HSC​ ​course​ ​is​ ​dependent​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​successful​ ​completion​ ​of​ ​the​
​corresponding Preliminary course.​

https://ace.nesa.nsw.edu.au/ace-8005
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/ace-rules/ace10/amow
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/ace-rules/ace8/demonstrating-min-standard
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/ace-rules/ace4/course-completions
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/ace-rules/ace12/nesa-pattern#acerule=n12_1_nesa_s_pattern_of_study
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/ace-rules/ace1/achieving-hsc
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/ace-rules/ace10/non-serious
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/ace-rules/ace7/completing-exams#acerule=n7_2_completing_hsc_exams
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcurriculum.nsw.edu.au%2Fresources%2Frecord-of-changes&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.stocks%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Ca6a2be7ad41545432d7a08dd773fc9c4%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638797838139630627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aQBR0WZjU4kKaHbBkFVF1W8eZmZRWUS9BvATkaGZGds%3D&reserved=0
https://ace.nesa.nsw.edu.au/ace-8005
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/ace-rules/ace1/achieving-hsc#acerule=eligibility_for_the_hsc
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/stage-6-learning-areas/stage-6-english
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/stage-6-learning-areas/stage-6-science
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/stage-6-learning-areas/stage-6-mathematics/mathematics-extension-2-2017
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/stage-6-learning-areas/stage-6-mathematics/mathematics-extension-1-2017
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/ace-rules/ace12/nesa-pattern#acerule=n12_1_nesa_s_pattern_of_study&part=footnotes_1
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/ace-rules/ace3/course-eligibility
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/ace-rules/ace1/achieving-hsc
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/ace-rules/ace12/accumulating-repeating#acerule=n12_2_accumulating_courses


​Satisfactory​ ​completion​ ​of​ ​a​ ​Preliminary​ ​or​ ​Higher​ ​School​ ​Certificate​ ​Course​
​completion criteria​

​The following course completion criteria refer to both Preliminary and HSC courses.​
​A​ ​student​ ​will​ ​be​ ​considered​ ​to​ ​have​ ​satisfactorily​ ​completed​ ​a​ ​course​ ​if,​ ​in​ ​the​ ​principal’s​​view,​
​there is sufficient evidence that the student has:​

​1.​ ​followed the course developed or endorsed by NESA; and​
​2.​ ​applied themselves with diligence and sustained effort to the set tasks and experiences​

​provided in the course by the school; and​
​3.​ ​achieved some or all of the course outcomes.​

​Demonstrating the HSC minimum standard before leaving school​

​ACE  Last Updated: 04 July 2024​
​1.​ ​Students must meet the HSC minimum standard prior to completing Year 12, to be eligible​

​for the award of the​​HSC​​.​
​2.​ ​To meet the HSC minimum standard, students must demonstrate Level 3​​or above in the​

​NESA minimum standard online reading, writing and numeracy tests.​
​3.​ ​Students may demonstrate the HSC minimum standard at any time while they are enrolled​

​in a school in Years 10 to 12, but before their enrolment ceases.​
​4.​ ​Students planning to leave school in Years 10 to 12 may choose to attempt the NESA​

​minimum standard tests and use the test results to demonstrate their levels of reading,​
​writing and numeracy to employers and/or further education and training providers.​
​Students must attempt the tests whilst they are enrolled in a school.​

​5.​ ​NESA will record all approved exceptional circumstances on a student’s HSC credential as a​
​footnote unless the student demonstrates Level 3 or above in the equivalent minimum​
​standard test​​.​

​HSC: All My Own Work​

​All​​students​​will​​complete​​All​​My​​Own​​Work​​program​​in​​Year​​10.​​This​​program​​assists​​HSC​​students​​to​​follow​
​the​ ​principles​ ​and​ ​practices​​of​​good​​scholarship.​​This​​includes​​understanding​​and​​valuing​​ethical​​practices​
​when​​locating​​and​​using​​information​​as​​part​​of​​their​​HSC​​studies.​​Accelerated​​Students​​will​​complete​​this​​at​
​the beginning of the year all other students in Term 4 of Year 10.​

​The program consists of five modules:​
​●​ ​Scholarship Principles and Practices​
​●​ ​Acknowledging Sources​
​●​ ​Plagiarism​
​●​ ​Copyright​
​●​ ​Working with others​

​Students new to NSG may need to complete​​All My Own​​Work​​as they begin Year 11 at NSGHS.​

​Life Ready Mandatory Course Completed in Year 11​

​Life​ ​Ready​ ​is​ ​a​ ​mandatory​ ​25​ ​hour​ ​course​ ​run​ ​in​ ​Year​ ​11.​​The​​course​​is​​designed​​to​​prepare​​and​​support​
​senior​​students​​as​​they​​encounter​​situations​​related​​to​​health​​and​​safety​​as​​they​​become​​more​​independent​
​and​ ​gain​ ​more​ ​responsibilities.​ ​It​ ​focuses​ ​on​ ​offering​ ​opportunities​ ​for​ ​students​ ​to​ ​build​ ​the​ ​functional​
​knowledge and skills for life post school.​

​https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/pdhpe/planning-programming-and-assessi​
​ng-pdhpe-k-12/planning-programming-and-assessing-pdhpe-11-12/about-life-ready​

https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/ace-rules/ace1/achieving-hsc
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/pdhpe/planning-programming-and-assessing-pdhpe-k-12/planning-programming-and-assessing-pdhpe-11-12/about-life-ready
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/pdhpe/planning-programming-and-assessing-pdhpe-k-12/planning-programming-and-assessing-pdhpe-11-12/about-life-ready


​Courses for the Higher School Certificate (HSC)​

​1. Board Developed Course​​s​
​These​​courses​​are​​developed​​by​​the​​NSW​​Education​​Standards​​Authority​​(NESA)​​and​​can​​be​​included​​in​​the​
​calculation of a student’s​​Australian Tertiary Admission​​Rank (ATAR).​

​All​ ​NSGHS​ ​programs​ ​for​ ​HSC​ ​and​ ​Preliminary​ ​courses​ ​comply​ ​with​ ​the​ ​requirements​ ​of​ ​NESA​ ​syllabuses​
​which outline the:​

​•​ ​Course structure, objectives, outcomes and content​
​•​ ​Course requirements​
​•​ ​Assessment and reporting requirements​

​Assessment​ ​in​ ​these​ ​courses​ ​is​ ​conducted​ ​internally​ ​by​ ​the​ ​school​ ​and​ ​externally​ ​by​ ​NESA​ ​in​ ​the​ ​HSC​
​examinations.​

​2. Board Endorsed Courses​
​These​​courses​​count​​towards​​the​​HSC​​and​​will​​appear​​on​​a​​student’s​​HSC​​Higher​​School​​Certificate​​Record​​of​
​Achievement​ ​(RoA)​​.​ ​However,​ ​they​ ​do​ ​not​ ​count​ ​in​ ​the​ ​calculation​​of​​the​​ATAR​​and​​there​​are​​no​​external​
​HSC examinations for Board Endorsed Courses.​

​There are two types of Board Endorsed Courses​
​•​ ​Content Endorsed Courses​
​•​ ​School Developed Board Endorsed Courses​

​These​ ​courses​ ​have​ ​syllabuses​ ​endorsed​ ​by​ ​NESA​ ​to​ ​cater​ ​for​​areas​​of​​special​​interest​​not​​covered​​in​​the​
​Board Developed Courses.​

​NSGHS will offer ONE​​one unit​​Board Endorsed Course​​for study in Year 11 only.​
​1.​ ​Photography, Video and Digital Imaging​

​3. Units of Study​
​All​ ​courses​ ​in​ ​the​ ​HSC​ ​have​ ​a​​one​​or​​two​​unit​​value.​​Most​​courses​​are​​two​​units.​​Each​​unit​​equates​​to​​50​
​marks and involves class time of approximately two hours per week (60 hours per year).​

​2 units = 4 hours per week =​​120 hours per year = 100 marks​

​4. Extension Courses​
​Extension​ ​courses​ ​have​ ​a​ ​unit​ ​value​ ​of​ ​one​ ​and​ ​build​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​content​ ​of​ ​the​ ​2​ ​unit​ ​course.​ ​Extension​
​courses require students to work beyond the standard of a 2 unit course.​

​●​ ​Year 11 & 12 extension courses: Mathematics Extension 1 & English Extension 1.​
​●​ ​Year​ ​12​ ​extension​ ​courses:​ ​Mathematics​ ​Extension​ ​2,​ ​English​ ​Extension​ ​2,​ ​History,​ ​Music,​ ​Latin,​

​French and Japanese.​

​The​ ​extension​​2​​courses​​in​​Mathematics​​and​​English​​require​​students​​to​​work​​beyond​​the​​standard​​of​​the​
​extension​ ​1​ ​course.​ ​To​ ​gain​ ​entry​ ​into​ ​these​ ​courses,​ ​students​​must​​successfully​​complete​​the​​equivalent​
​extension 1 course in Year 11 and meet the faculty requirements for selection.​

​5. One UNIT Preliminary and HSC Courses​

​NSGHS will offer one NESA Content Endorsed Course in Year 11 only:​
​•​ ​Photography, Video and Digital Imaging​



​Assessment​

​School Assessment Program for the Preliminary Course​
​The​​Stage​​6​​Year​​11​​Preliminary​​Course​ ​Assessment​​Program​​Handbook​ ​is​​given​​to​​students​​during​
​their​ ​first​ ​meet​ ​period​ ​in​ ​Term​ ​1.​ ​The​​Deputy​​Principal​​will​​outline​​the​​school’s​​assessment​​policy​
​and​ ​general​ ​requirements​ ​and​ ​the​ ​student​ ​responsibilities.​ ​All​ ​students​ ​are​ ​required​ ​to​ ​sign​ ​an​
​Assessment​ ​Policy​ ​Acknowledgement​​.​ ​*Any​ ​student​ ​who​ ​is​ ​absent​ ​will​ ​be​ ​required​ ​to​ ​collect​ ​the​
​handbook from the Deputy Principal Senior School.​

​Assessment Schedule​

​For each Year 11 Preliminary Course, the school provides an​​Assessment Schedule​​which specifies the​
​compulsory assessment tasks. Some tasks will be performed at school and others will be submitted as​
​hand-in tasks.​​Assessment Schedules will be published​​in the Stage 6 Year 11 Preliminary Course​
​Assessment Program Handbook.​

​The​​Assessment Schedule​​outlines the:​

​●​ ​nature of the task​
​●​ ​components to which the task relates​
​●​ ​weightings of each component and task​
​●​ ​approximate date when the task will be assessed​
​●​ ​syllabus outcomes assessed by the task.​

​For​ ​each​ ​Preliminary​ ​Course​​,​ ​three​​tasks,​​including​​the​​yearly​​examination,​​will​​be​​used​​to​​assess​
​the course components.​

​Internal HSC Mark​

​For​​the​​HSC​​course​​the​​school-based​​assessment​​marks​​are​​submitted​​to​​NESA​​at​​the​​end​​of​​Term​​3​​and​​are​
​worth 50% of the final HSC mark.​

​The​​school-based​​assessment​​marks​​for​​each​​course​​are​​moderated​​by​​NESA​​according​​to​​the​​performance​
​of​​the​​school’s​​student​​cohort​​in​​the​​HSC​​examination.​​For​​this​​reason​​the​​relative​​gaps​​between​​students​​in​
​the distribution of internal assessment marks is a crucial aspect of the school's assessments in each course.​

​Final HSC Mark​

​The​ ​HSC​ ​examination​ ​consists​ ​of​ ​a​ ​written​ ​paper​ ​and​​in​​some​​courses​​may​​include​​speaking​​and​
​listening​ ​examinations,​ ​practical​ ​examinations​ ​or​ ​major​ ​works​ ​which​ ​are​ ​submitted​ ​for​ ​external​
​marking.​ ​Some​ ​courses​ ​also​ ​require​ ​the​ ​development​ ​of​ ​a​ ​portfolio​ ​for​ ​internal​ ​&/or​ ​external​
​assessment.​​The​​final​​HSC​​mark​​for​​each​​course,​​which​​appears​​on​​a​​student’s​​HSC​​Course​​Report,​
​is an average of the moderated school-based assessment mark and the HSC examination mark.​

​The​ ​student’s​​achievement​​in​​the​​HSC​​course​​is​​reported​​in​​terms​​of​​performance​​standards.​​The​
​final​​HSC​​mark​​is​​aligned​​to​​one​​of​​the​​six​​performance​​bands​​for​​a​​2​​unit​​course​​or​​one​​of​​the​​four​
​performance​ ​bands​ ​for​ ​an​ ​extension​ ​course.​ ​The​​HSC​​course​​report​​includes​​a​​description​​of​​the​
​performance​ ​of​ ​a​ ​‘typical’​ ​student​ ​for​ ​each​ ​of​ ​these​ ​performance​ ​bands,​​and​​a​​graph​​shows​​the​
​distribution of students across the bands and mark range.​



​The ATAR - Tertiary Admission Requirements​

​1 What is the ATAR?​

​The​ ​Australian​ ​Tertiary​ ​Admission​ ​Rank​ ​(ATAR)​ ​is​ ​a​ ​numerical​ ​measure​ ​which​ ​enables​ ​a​ ​comparison​ ​of​
​students​ ​who​ ​have​ ​completed​ ​different​ ​combinations​ ​of​ ​courses.​ ​It​ ​indicates​ ​the​​position​​of​​a​​student​​in​
​relation​ ​to​ ​other​ ​students​ ​and​ ​is​ ​used​ ​by​ ​universities​ ​to​ ​rank​ ​and​ ​select​ ​school​ ​leavers​ ​for​ ​university​
​admission.​ ​Other​ ​selection​ ​criteria,​ ​determined​ ​by​ ​the​ ​universities,​ ​may​ ​be​ ​used​ ​in​ ​conjunction​​with​​the​
​ATAR and are being used more and more to select students for university courses.​

​2​ ​Admission​ ​requirements​ ​-​ ​In​ ​addition​ ​to​ ​the​ ​ATAR,​ ​many​ ​institutions​ ​may​ ​specify​ ​other​
​admission requirements such as:​

​●​ ​Prerequisites​​:​ ​School​ ​subjects​ ​that​ ​must​ ​be​ ​completed​ ​or​ ​a​ ​requirement​ ​that​ ​must​ ​be​ ​satisfied,​
​before​ ​you​ ​can​ ​enrol​ ​in​ ​a​ ​particular​ ​University​ ​course​ ​or​ ​unit/subject.​ ​If​ ​you​ ​are​ ​lacking​ ​a​
​prerequisite, check with the institution to see what bridging courses are available.​

​●​ ​Additional​​selection​​criteria:​​For​​example​​a​​portfolio,​​test,​​written​​application.​​This​​will​​be​​indicated​
​on the individual course description page on university websites and can change annually.​

​Institutions​ ​can​ ​also​ ​indicate​ ​the​ ​HSC​​course​​that​​they​​either​​assume​​you​​have​​studied​​before​​you​​start​​a​
​particular tertiary course, or suggest you study to prepare for your chosen tertiary course.​

​These are listed as:​
​●​ ​Assumed​​knowledge​​:​​Knowledge​​of​​a​​specific​​Year​​12​​course​​that​​an​​institution​ ​assumes​​you​​have​

​before​​you​​begin​​your​​tertiary​​course.​​You​​can​​still​​be​​selected​​for​​the​​course​​if​​you​​have​​a​​suitable​
​ATAR,​ ​however,​ ​you​ ​may​ ​need​ ​to​​study​​a​​bridging​​course​​at​​university​​to​​catch​​up​​on​​this​​level​​of​
​assumed​​knowledge.​​ If​​you​​are​​lacking​​a​​prerequisite​​course,​​check​​with​​the​​institution​​to​​see​​what​
​bridging courses are available.​

​●​ ​Recommended​ ​studies:​ ​If​ ​you​ ​have​ ​not​ ​studied​ ​these​ ​courses​ ​your​ ​chances​ ​of​ ​selection​ ​are​ ​not​
​affected,​ ​however,​ ​if​ ​you​ ​have​ ​studied​ ​these​ ​courses​ ​you​​will​​be​​better​​prepared​​for​​your​​chosen​
​tertiary course.​

​3 ATAR Scaling​

​ATAR​​scaling​​is​​conducted​​by​​the​ ​Universities​​Admissions​​Centre​​(UAC)​ ​and​​allows​​courses​​to​​be​​compared​
​fairly​​for​​the​​purposes​​of​​university​​selection.​​That​​is,​​to​​ensure​​that​​students​​are​​neither​​disadvantaged​​nor​
​advantaged because they have chosen to study particular courses.​

​Students​ ​and​ ​parents​ ​are​ ​warned​ ​that​ ​there​ ​are​ ​many​ ​misconceptions​ ​about​ ​scaling,​ ​particularly​ ​in​ ​the​
​media.​ ​Students​ ​do​ ​not​ ​obtain​ ​higher​ ​ATARs​ ​simply​ ​because​ ​they​ ​have​ ​chosen​ ​courses​ ​which​​have​​been​
​historically​​“scaled​​up”.​​Similarly,​​students​​need​​not​​obtain​​lower​​ATARs​​simply​​because​​they​​have​​included​
​courses​​which​​have​​been​​historically​​“scaled​​down”.​​The​​scaling​​of​​courses​​varies​​from​​one​​year​​to​​the​​next​
​and​​is​​dependent​​on​​the​​performance​​of​​the​​course​​candidature​​each​​year.​ ​Students​​are​​advised​​to​​choose​
​courses they feel they can achieve highly in.  In this way they access optimal scaling for each subject.​

​4 School Advice​

​The​ ​school​​provides​​a​​detailed​​analysis​​of​​HSC​​results​​to​​students​​and​​parents.​​The​​advice​​that​​the​​school​
​provides,​ ​after​ ​reviewing​ ​the​ ​performance​ ​of​​students​​in​​past​​years,​​is​​that​ ​students​​should​​not​​consider​
​scaling as a sole criterion for choosing courses​​.​

​Students​​are​​warned​​that​​studying​​a​​highly​​scaled​​course​​which​​is​​unsuitable​​for​​their​​individual​​needs​​can​
​disadvantage​​them.​​The​​school​​advises​​students​​to​​choose​​courses​​on​​the​​basis​​of​​their​​abilities,​​interests,​
​and​​requirements​​for​​university​​study​​and​​career​​plans.​​The​​higher​​you​​achieve​​in​​ANY​​subject​​the​​better​​it​
​will scale.​



​5 Requirements for the ATAR​

​To​​be​​eligible​​for​​an​​(​​Australian​​Tertiary​​Admission​​Rank)​ ​ATAR​​in​​NSW,​​you​​must​​satisfactorily​​complete​
​at least 10 units of HSC courses. These courses must include at least:​

​●​ ​10 units of HSC Board Developed courses​
​●​ ​2 units of English​
​●​ ​three​​HSC Board Developed courses​​of 2 units or greater​
​●​ ​four subject areas.​

​Your ATAR is then calculated from your:​

​●​ ​best 2 units of English​
​●​ ​best 8 units from your remaining units.​

​ATAR eligibility and calculation from 2025​

​NSW Record of School Achievement (RoSA)​
​Eligible students who leave school before receiving their HSC will be issued with a RoSA from NESA.​

​The​ ​RoSA​ ​is​ ​a​ ​cumulative​ ​credential​ ​which​​allows​​students​​to​​accumulate​​their​​academic​​results​
​from​​Year​​10​​until​​they​​leave​​school​​and​​shows​​completed​​Stage​​5​​and​​Preliminary​​Stage​​6​​courses​
​and RoSA grades, and participation in any uncompleted Preliminary Stage 6 courses.​

​The RoSA is of specific use to students who leave school prior to attaining the HSC. The most​
​recent student report will be used to award the RoSA.​

https://www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants/atar/atar-courses
https://www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants/atar/atar-eligibility#:~:text=calculation%20in%202024-,To%20be%20eligible%20for%20an%20ATAR%20in%20NSW%2C%20you%20must,2%20units%20of%20English


​Advice for Choosing Your Subjects​
​Ensuring a Healthy and Successful HSC​

​Your​​aim​​is​​to​​attain​​the​​best​​HSC​​results​​you​​can​​and​​to​​maximise​​your​​ATAR.​​So,​​you​
​should​​choose​​courses​​that​​you​​are​​good​​at,​​interested​​in​​and​​may​​use​​in​​the​​future.​
​This​ ​way,​ ​you​ ​will​​be​​motivated​​to​​do​​the​​required​​work.​​In​​choosing​​your​​subjects,​
​aim​​to​​place​​yourself​​in​​a​​position​​where​​you​​maximise​​your​​options​​for​​post​​school​
​options.​

​When choosing your subjects, consideration should be given to your:​

​1.​ ​INTERESTS / MOTIVATION​​-​ ​choose subjects that interest​​you.​

​2.​ ​ABILITIES​​-​​choose​​subjects​​that​​you​​know​​you​​are​​capable​​of​​doing​​well.​​Discuss​​this​​with​
​your teachers and seek advice on the course you should select.​

​3.​ ​COURSE / SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS​
​-​ ​Syllabus​ ​Requirements​ ​–​ ​be​​mindful​​of​​how​​many​​practical​​works​​are​​required​​for​

​your​ ​pattern​ ​of​ ​study​ ​and​ ​the​ ​timing​ ​of​ ​submission.​ ​Consider​ ​the​ ​Syllabus​
​requirements​ ​of​ ​Courses​ ​-​ ​do​ ​these​ ​play​ ​to​ ​your​ ​strengths​ ​-​ ​i.e.​ ​Are​ ​there​ ​course​
​requirements​​for​​the​​submission​​of​​a​​major​​work,​​the​​development​​of​​a​​portfolio​​or​
​sitting practical tasks (e.g. performance, listening, speaking & oral tasks)​

​-​ ​Subject combinations​​- do the subjects complement​​each other?​

​4.​ ​UNIVERSITY​​REQUIREMENTS​​-​​Consider​​the​​Pre-requisites​​or​​assumed​​knowledge​​for​​some​
​university​​courses.​​Consider​​​your​​Subject​​combinations​​–​​Do​​they​​complement​​each​​other?​
​​Do you have the appropriate levels of English and Mathematics​​

​5.​ ​CAREER​​PLANS​​/​​aspirations​​and​​needs​​-​​keep​​in​​mind​​future​​career​​paths​​but​​be​​realistic​
​about choices. What does the student want for their future?​

​6.​ ​BALANCE​ ​-​ ​Having​ ​a​ ​balanced​ ​/​ ​healthy​ ​life​ ​and​ ​other​ ​commitments​ ​-​ ​when​ ​choosing​
​subjects,​​it's​​important​​to​​balance​​study​​with​​outside​​commitments​​and​​influences​​such​​as​
​work, sport and family.​

​Students are encouraged to talk with teachers about strengths and weaknesses, as​
​well as individual course requirements, before making your selections​



​Course Selection -​​Student Advice - Top 5 tips​
​Our current students have offered the following advice for choosing subjects.​

​1: choose subjects you enjoy and will actually study​

​2: choose subjects you believe you are good at​

​3: don’t choose/not choose subjects because they “scale well/badly”,​
​if you like it and you try hard to be good at it, you’ll do well​

​4: don’t do subjects just because your friends are doing them​

​5: speak to your subject teachers to ask about the course​



​Preliminary Courses offered in 2027​
​Two Unit Courses​ ​Faculty​

​English Advanced​ ​English​

​Mathematics Advanced​ ​Mathematics​

​Biology​ ​Science​
​Chemistry​
​Physics​

​Modern History​ ​Human Society and its Environment (HSIE)​
​Ancient History​
​Economics​
​Geography​

​French Continuers​ ​Languages​
​Japanese Continuers​
​Latin Continuers​

​Textiles & Design​ ​Technology and Applied Studies (TAS)​
​Food Technology​

​Health and Movement Science​ ​Health and Movement Science​​(PDHPE)​

​Music 2​ ​Creative and Performing  Arts (CAPA)​
​Visual Arts​

​One Unit Preliminary Course ONLY​

​Photography, Video and Digital Imaging​ ​Creative​​and Performing Arts​

​One Unit Extension Preliminary and HSC Courses​

​English Extension 1​ ​English​
​Mathematics Extension 1 - (​​Maths Advanced is a corequisite)​ ​Mathematics​

​One Unit Extension Courses HSC ONLY​

​English Extension 2 (Preliminary Extension 1 prerequisite).​ ​English​

​Mathematics Extension 2​
​(Preliminary​ ​Extension​ ​1​ ​prerequisite,​ ​HSC​​Extension​​1​​corequisite​​and​​faculty​
​requirement)​

​Mathematics​

​History Extension​

​Music Extension​
​Language Extensions – Japanese and Latin​

​HSIE​
​CAPA​
​Languages​



​Tertiary Requirements & Careers Support​
​How to approach subject selection​

​Year​ ​10​​is​​a​​great​​time​​to​​start​​thinking​​about​​your​​future.​​Not​​just​​what​​you​​would​​like​​to​​do​​for​
​the​​next​​two​​years​​at​​school,​​but​​what​​you​​would​​like​​to​​do​​beyond.​​If​​you​​are​​undecided​​what​​you​
​would​​like​​to​​do​​at​​university​​that​​is​​okay!​​Choosing​​a​​variety​​of​​courses​​at​​school​​will​​allow​​you​​to​
​develop​​a​​wide​​range​​of​​skills​​and​​keep​​your​​options​​open.​​Students​​who​​choose​​subjects​​they​​are​
​interested​ ​in​ ​and​ ​enjoy,​ ​are​ ​more​ ​likely​ ​to​ ​succeed​ ​in​ ​their​ ​studies.​ ​Ensure​ ​you​ ​spend​ ​time​
​researching​​courses​​of​​interest​​at​​university.​​Consider​​the​​related​​subjects​​to​​the​​courses​​and​​check​
​if there are any specific requirements.​

​Questions you might consider in the process include;​
​Who inspires you?​​What do you like to do?​​What are​​you good at?​​What other options do I have?​

​Consider your interests, qualities and skills and explore the careers these could relate to.​

​Adjustment Factors:​

​Your​ ​selection​ ​rank​ ​is​ ​your​ ​ATAR​ ​+​ ​adjustment​ ​factors.​ ​There​ ​are​ ​several​ ​types​ ​of​ ​adjustment​
​factors for Year 12 students seeking entry to tertiary study.​

​Institutions may offer:​
​●​ ​Academic Performance in Year 12​
​●​ ​Portfolio Entry​
​●​ ​Elite Athletes & Performers​
​●​ ​Location or Catchment Adjustments​
​●​ ​Access Schemes (EAS, MySydney, UNSW Gateway)​

​Each​ ​institution​ ​sets​ ​its​ ​own​ ​criteria​ ​for​ ​allocating​ ​adjustment​ ​factors.​ ​Some​ ​institutions​ ​require​
​you​ ​to​ ​achieve​ ​a​ ​minimum​ ​ATAR​ ​before​ ​you​ ​are​ ​eligible​ ​to​ ​receive​ ​adjustment​ ​factors.​ ​Other​
​institutions​ ​will​ ​only​ ​allocate​ ​adjustment​ ​factors​ ​if​ ​you​ ​apply​ ​for​ ​particular​ ​courses.​ ​Check​ ​the​
​information​ ​from each​ ​institution carefully​ ​to​ ​see​ ​if​ ​they​ ​have​ ​a​ ​minimum​ ​ATAR​ ​requirement​ ​or​
​course exceptions.​

​Being​ ​allocated​ ​adjustment​ ​factors​ ​does​ ​not​ ​guarantee​ ​you​ ​entry​ ​to​ ​an​ ​institution​ ​or​ ​to​ ​your​
​preferred course; you still need to meet the ATAR requirement published cut-offs for the course.​

​Note:​ ​Adjustment​ ​factors​ ​do​ ​not​ ​change​ ​your​ ​ATAR​​,​ ​they​ ​change​ ​your​ ​selection​ ​rank​ ​for​ ​a​
​particular​ ​institution​ ​or​ ​course.​ ​If​ ​an​ ​institution​ ​allocates​ ​adjustment​ ​factors​ ​to​ ​you,​ ​then​ ​your​
​selection rank for that institution or a particular course = your ATAR + adjustment factors.​

​Example​​:​ ​Course​​A​​has​​six​​applicants​​and​​only​​three​​places​​available.​​The​​following​​six​​applicants​
​have these selection ranks:​

​1.​ ​89.00 (ATAR of 89.00)​
​2.​ ​88.00 (ATAR of 87.00 plus 1 adjustment factors)​
​3.​ ​87.00 (ATAR of 83.00 plus 4 adjustment factors)​
​4.​ ​86.00 (ATAR of 86.00)​
​5.​ ​85.00 (ATAR of 83.00 plus 2 adjustment factors)​
​6.​ ​84.00 (ATAR of 84.00)​

http://www.uac.edu.au/eas/index.shtml


​Offers​​will​​be​​made​​to​​applicants​​1,​​2​​and​​3​​.​​Applicant​​4​​will​​not​​receive​​an​​offer​​even​​though​​that​
​applicant​ ​has​ ​an​ ​ATAR​ ​higher​ ​than​ ​Applicant​ ​3.​​The​​cut-off​​for​​Course​​A​​will​​be​​87.00.​​This​​is​​the​
​lowest selection rank required to receive an offer to Course A.​
​For more information, visit​

​●​ ​Universities Admissions Centre (UAC):​​https://www.uac.edu.au/​
​●​ ​Educational Access Scheme (EAS)​​:​

​https://www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants/scholarships-and-schemes/educational-access-schemes​

​Open Days & Information Evenings​

​The​ ​school​ ​strongly​ ​encourages​​students​​to​​attend​​university​​Open​​Days,​​held​​from​​March​​(ANU)​
​through​​to​​September,​​to​​find​​out​​what​​courses​​are​​offered,​​attend​​lectures​​and​​activities,​​and​​to​
​discuss​ ​course​ ​requirements​ ​with​ ​academics​ ​and​ ​university​ ​representatives.​ ​Students​ ​are​
​encouraged​​to​​not​​only​​collect​​written​​information,​​but​​to​​engage​​actively​​with​​lecturers​​and​​other​
​staff​ ​to​ ​ask​ ​about​ ​course​ ​structures,​ ​subjects,​ ​scholarships,​ ​support,​​university​​culture​​and​​other​
​opportunities. These activities are key to helping make the best possible decisions for the future.​

​A​ ​number​ ​of​ ​universities​ ​hold​ ​Year​ ​10​ ​Information​ ​Nights​ ​for​ ​future​ ​students​ ​and​ ​their​ ​parents.​
​Universities have publications aimed at Year 10 students which can be found on their websites.​

​For more information visit​​:​​https://www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants/open-days​

​Presentations, Lunchtime Talks & Careers Day​

​North​​Sydney​​Girls​​High​​School​​Careers​​events​​are​​held​​regularly​​to​​enable​​students​​to​​engage​​with​
​a​​variety​​of​​industry​​professionals,​​lecturers,​​current​​university​​students​​and​​NSGHS​​alum​​designed​
​to​ ​help​ ​foster​ ​career​ ​decision-making.​ ​Careers​ ​Events,​ ​such​ ​as​​Lunchtime​​Talks,​​provide​​students​
​with​ ​new​ ​and​ ​relevant​ ​information​ ​regarding​ ​career​ ​pathways,​ ​study​ ​options,​ ​scholarships,​
​cadetships, application processes, career planning and building future contacts.​

​NSG​​Careers​​Day​​is​​an​​annual​​Careers​​event​​targeted​​towards​​Year​​11​​and​​Year​​12​​students​​to​​gain​
​valuable​​insights​​and​​form​​connections​​with​​NSG​​alum​​and​​industry​​professionals​​through​​a​​series​
​of​ ​morning​ ​workshops;​ ​an​ ​on-site​ ​careers​ ​expo​ ​(Year​ ​10​ ​students​ ​to​ ​attend);​ ​and​ ​an​ ​afternoon​
​keynote​​speaker​​session​​where​​senior​​students​​hear​​the​​unique​​career​​stories​​from​​two​​wonderful​
​guest speakers.​

​Students​ ​are​ ​notified​ ​via​ ​email​ ​about​ ​upcoming​ ​events​ ​and​ ​are​ ​reminded​ ​to​ ​check​​the​​calendar​
​and their emails regularly for information.​

​Year 10 Work Experience​

​All​​Year​​10​​students​​undertake​​work​​experience​​in​​Term​​4.​​It​​is​​important​​that​​this​​is​​a​​meaningful​
​and​ ​useful​ ​experience​ ​for​ ​all​ ​students​ ​exploring​ ​possible​ ​career​ ​options.​ ​Some​ ​university​
​admissions​ ​processes​ ​require​ ​work​ ​experience​ ​as​ ​part​ ​of​ ​the​ ​selection​ ​criteria,​ ​e.g.​ ​Veterinary​
​Science requires a “​​Commitment to Veterinary Science​​”.​

​Scholarships & Cadetships​

​Students​ ​are​ ​encouraged​ ​to​​involve​​themselves​​in​​a​​wide​​variety​​of​​extra-curricular​​activities​​and​
​to​ ​keep​ ​all​ ​relevant​ ​documentation,​ ​both​ ​for​ ​their​ ​own​ ​reference​ ​and​ ​to​ ​provide​ ​to​ ​the​​Careers​
​Adviser​ ​in​ ​order​ ​for​ ​references​ ​to​ ​be​ ​written.​ ​It​ ​is​ ​helpful​ ​to​ ​keep​ ​an​ ​e-portfolio​ ​of​ ​all​ ​activities​
​relevant​ ​to​ ​scholarship​ ​applications.​ ​It​ ​is​ ​important​ ​to​ ​note​ ​that​ ​it​ ​is​ ​the​ ​quality​ ​rather​ ​than​

https://www.uac.edu.au/
https://www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants/scholarships-and-schemes/educational-access-schemes
https://www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants/open-days


​quantity​​of​​activities​​that​​is​​significant​​in​​achieving​​scholarships,​​and​​that​​academic​​results​​are​​only​
​one aspect of an application.​

​Most​ ​applications​ ​are​ ​made​ ​online​​,​ ​with​ ​the​ ​school​ ​asked​ ​to​ ​verify​ ​and​ ​supply​ ​reports,​ ​ATAR​
​predictions and/or provide school references.​

​Careers Information​

​Information​​about​​key​​events​​and​​resources​​is​​provided​​in​​the​​NSG​​Careers​​Newsletter​​emailed​​to​
​students​ ​and​ ​parents​ ​each​ ​fortnight.​ ​There​ ​is​ ​a​ ​Careers​ ​Teams​ ​Channel​ ​or​​Google​​Classroom​​for​
​each​ ​year​ ​group​ ​where​ ​information​ ​is​ ​also​ ​posted.​ ​All​ ​students​ ​are​ ​encouraged​ ​to​ ​check​ ​their​
​emails regularly!​

​Careers Student Interview Times​
​The Careers staffroom is available at recess, lunch and during study periods. Students can also​
​book in a specific time that suits their schedule using this link:​
​https://www.northsydneygirlshighcareers.com/​

https://www.northsydneygirlshighcareers.com/
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​Course / Subject Information​

​In this section you will find:​

​•​​NESA Course descriptions​
​A summary of each of the courses / subjects offered at NSGHS​

​• Suggestions for how you should choose your subjects​
​• Information about University prerequisites​



​ENGLISH - Stage 6​
​NESA Course descriptions English Stage 6​

​English​ ​is​ ​the​ ​only​ ​compulsory​ ​subject​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Higher​ ​School​​Certificate.​​It​​is​​therefore​​important​
​that​​each​​student​​chooses​​the​​course/s​​suited​​to​​their​​interest​​and​​ability.​​To​​fulfil​​the​​requirements​​for​​the​
​HSC, all students will complete​​one​​Year 11 course​​and​​one​​Year 12 course in:​
​•​ ​English Advanced: 2 Units of study​

​Students undertaking​​Year 11 English Advanced​​may​​then choose, in addition, to study:​
​•​ ​Year 11 English Extension: 1 Unit of study​

​-​ ​This is a prerequisite for Year 12 English Extension 1.​
​-​ ​This is a prerequisite for Year 12 English Extension 2.​

​Students who complete​​Year 11 English Extension​​may​​then choose to study:​
​•​ ​Year 12 English Extension​​1​​: 1 Unit of study​

​-​ ​This course is only available to students who have completed Year 11 English Extension.​
​-​ ​This is a prerequisite for Year 12 English Extension 2.​

​Students undertaking​​Year 12 English Extension 1​​may​​then choose, in addition, to study:​
​●​ ​Year 12 English Extension 2:​​1 Unit of study​

​-​ ​This course commences at the beginning of Term 4, when you begin Year 12.​
​-​ ​This course is only available to students who also study Year 12 English Extension 1.​

​ENGLISH ADVANCED​

​English​ ​Advanced​ ​11–12​ ​provides​ ​students​ ​the​ ​opportunity​ ​to​ ​refine​ ​their​ ​understanding​ ​of​​the​​dynamic​
​relationship​​between​​language,​​texts​​and​​meaning​​through​​critical​​study,​​and​​the​​skilful​​and​​creative​​use​​of​
​language​ ​forms,​ ​language​ ​features,​ ​and​ ​structures​ ​of​ ​texts​​composed​​for​​different​​purposes​​in​​a​​range​​of​
​contexts.​ ​Students​ ​develop​ ​the​ ​knowledge​ ​to​ ​question,​ ​reconsider​​and​​refine​​meaning​​through​​language,​
​and to reflect on their own processes of responding, composing and learning.​

​Year 11 English Advanced course content and requirements:​

​The course has three sections:​
​•​ ​Reading to Write: Transition to English Advanced​
​•    Narratives that Shape Our World​
​•​ ​Critical Study of Literature​

​In the Year 11 English Advanced course, students will:​
​●​ ​engage​​with​​texts​​that​​are​​widely​​regarded​​as​​quality​​literature,​​including​​a​​range​​of​​Australian​​texts​

​and texts authored by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples​
​●​ ​engage​ ​with​ ​a​ ​range​ ​of​ ​types​ ​of​ ​texts​ ​inclusive​ ​of​ ​prose​ ​fiction,​ ​drama,​ ​poetry,​ ​nonfiction,​ ​film,​

​media and digital texts​
​●​ ​engage with texts exploring a range of social, cultural and gender perspectives​
​●​ ​experience​ ​integrated​ ​modes​ ​of​ ​reading,​ ​writing,​ ​listening,​ ​speaking,​ ​viewing​ ​and​ ​representing,​

​where appropriate​

​Year 12 English Advanced course content and requirements:​

​The course has four sections:​
​•​ ​Texts and Human Experiences​
​•​ ​Textual Conversations​
​•​ ​Critical Study of Literature​
​•​ ​The Craft of Writing​



​In the Year 12 English Advanced course, students will:​
​●​ ​closely​​study​​FOUR​​prescribed​​texts,​​one​​drawn​​from​​each​​of​​the​​following​​categories:​​prose​​fiction,​

​poetry,​​drama​​OR​​nonfiction​​OR​​film​​OR​​media​​-​​at​​least​​one​​of​​the​​texts​​selected​​must​​be​​authored​
​by​​Shakespeare.​​The​​remaining​​text​​may​​be​​film,​​media​​or​​nonfiction​​text​​or​​may​​be​​selected​​from​
​one of the categories above.​

​●​ ​extend the knowledge and skills developed in the Year 11 English Advanced course​

​HSC External Assessment​
​●​ ​English Advanced HSC Examination, Paper 1​

​○​ ​This​ ​1.5-hour​ ​examination​ ​consists​ ​of​ ​two​ ​sections​ ​worth​ ​20​ ​marks​ ​each.​ ​This​ ​examination​ ​will​
​assess Texts and Human Experiences only.​

​●​ ​English Advanced HSC Examination, Paper 2​
​○​ ​This​ ​2-hour​ ​examination​ ​consists​ ​of​ ​three​ ​sections​ ​worth​ ​20​ ​marks​ ​each.​ ​This​ ​examination​ ​will​

​assess Textual Conversations, Critical Study of Literature and The Craft of Writing only.​

​ENGLISH EXTENSION​

​English​ ​Extension​ ​provides​ ​students​ ​with​ ​the​ ​opportunity​ ​to​ ​extend​ ​their​ ​use​ ​of​ ​language​ ​and​
​self-expression​​in​​creative​​and​​critical​​ways.​​Students​​engage​​with​​increasingly​​complex​​concepts​​through​​a​
​broad​ ​range​ ​of​ ​literature​ ​from​ ​different​ ​contexts.​ ​Through​ ​this,​ ​they​ ​refine​ ​their​ ​understanding​ ​and​
​appreciation of the significance of texts, and the way that literature shapes and reflects the world.​

​Year 11 English Extension​​course content and requirements:​
​●​ ​Texts, Culture and Value (and the Related research project)​

​In the Year 11 English Extension course, students will:​
​●​ ​engage​​with​​texts​​that​​are​​widely​​regarded​​as​​quality​​literature,​​including​​a​​range​​of​​Australian​​texts​

​and texts authored by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples​
​●​ ​engage​ ​with​ ​a​ ​range​ ​of​ ​types​ ​of​ ​texts​ ​inclusive​ ​of​ ​prose​ ​fiction,​ ​drama,​ ​poetry,​ ​nonfiction,​ ​film,​

​media and digital texts​
​●​ ​experience​ ​integrated​ ​modes​ ​of​ ​reading,​ ​writing,​ ​listening,​ ​speaking,​ ​viewing​ ​and​ ​representing,​

​where appropriate​

​Year 12 English Extension 1​​course content and requirements:​
​●​ ​Literary Worlds (including ONE elective option)​

​In the Year 12 English Extension 1 course, students will:​
​●​ ​explore,​ ​analyse​ ​and​ ​critically​​evaluate​​THREE​​prescribed​​texts,​​including​​two​​extended​​print​​texts​

​and one related text​
​●​ ​experiment with critical and creative compositions​
​●​ ​extend the knowledge and skills developed in the Year 11 English Extension course​

​HSC External Assessment​
​●​ ​English​ ​Extension​ ​1​ ​HSC​ ​Examination​ ​–​ ​This​ ​2-hour​ ​online​ ​examination​ ​consists​ ​of​ ​two​ ​sections​

​worth 25 marks each. This examination will assess Literary Worlds and the chosen Elective.​

​YEAR 12 ENGLISH EXTENSION 2​

​English Extension 2 extends students’ conceptual understanding of the ways literature is read and written​
​through their consideration of authorship and their authorial role. Students develop their understanding of​
​the composition process to create a substantial and original Major work.​

​Year 12 English Extension 2​​course content and requirements:​
​The course has two sections:​
​●​ ​Author and Authority​
​●​ ​Major Work​



​In the Year 12 English Extension 2 course, students will:​
​o​ ​undertake an extensive, independent investigation involving a range of complex texts​
​o​ ​pursue areas of interest independently, develop deep knowledge and manipulate language in their​

​own extended compositions​
​o​ ​apply and extend research skills developed in the English Extension 1 course to their own extensive​

​investigation and develop autonomy and skills as a learner and composer​

​HSC External Assessment​
​●​ ​English​ ​Extension​​2​​HSC​​Examination​​–​​This​​1.5-hour​​online​​examination​​consists​​of​​two​​questions​

​worth 20 marks each. This examination will assess Author and Authority and the Author Study​
​●​ ​submission of a Major Work​

​PLEASE NOTE:​
​Students​​should​​be​​aware​​that​​Year​​12​​English​​Extension​​2​​is​​a​​demanding​​course​​that​​draws​​on​​not​​only​​a​
​student’s​​creative​​and​​critical​​thinking,​​but​​their​​ability​​to​​monitor​​and​​reflect​​on​​their​​project​​as​​part​​of​​a​
​stringent​​monitoring​​process.​​Only​​students​​who​​are​​committed​​to​​creative​​self-expression,​​coupled​​with​​a​
​well-developed​ ​ability​ ​to​ ​think​ ​critically​ ​and​ ​solve​ ​problems​ ​in​ ​their​ ​chosen​ ​form,​ ​who​ ​are​ ​focussed​​and​
​self-directed enough to commit to this process, should consider it as part of their HSC load.​



​MATHEMATICS - Stage 6​
​NESA Course descriptions​​Mathematics Stage 6​

​All students at North Sydney Girls High School study the Stage 5 Mathematics course in Year 10, covering all the​
​outcomes on the Mathematics Advanced and Extension paths. This coursework forms a suitable foundation upon​
​which to build the Stage 6 Calculus courses: Year 11 Mathematics Advanced and Year 11 Mathematics Extension 1,​
​followed by the corresponding HSC courses Year 12 Mathematics Advanced, Year 12 Mathematics Extension 1 and​
​Year 12 Mathematics Extension 2.​

​Mathematics Advanced, Mathematics Extension 1 and Mathematics Extension 2 form a continuum to provide​
​students with opportunities to acquire knowledge, understanding and skills in mathematical concepts at​
​progressively higher levels and with applications in an increasing number of contexts. These courses provide​
​students with opportunities to learn about the interconnected nature of mathematics, its beauty and its​
​functionality. The concepts and techniques of differential and integral calculus are the basis of the courses.​

​MATHEMATICS ADVANCED - YEAR 11 and YEAR 12​

​The Mathematics Advanced course is designed to encourage students to appreciate mathematical ways of viewing​
​the world to investigate concepts, such as order, relation, pattern, uncertainty and generality. The course provides​
​students with the opportunity to explore mathematical problems through observation, reflection and reasoning. It​
​enables students to use mathematical models and serves as a basis for further studies at the tertiary level in​
​science and commerce that require mathematics and its applications.​

​The Year 11 Mathematics Advanced course content comprises five areas of study: Functions, Trigonometric​
​Functions, Calculus, Exponential and Logarithmic Functions and Statistical Analysis. The Year 12 Mathematics​
​Advanced course content includes further work in the areas of Functions, Calculus and Statistical Analysis and​
​includes two new areas of study: Sequences and Series and Financial Mathematics.​

​Both the Year 11 and Year 12 courses have a two unit value and students studying these courses undertake a​
​program of study which includes approximately seven hours of mathematics lessons over each two week cycle. In​
​the final HSC examination, students undertaking the Advanced Mathematics course complete a 3 hour​
​examination paper which is worth 100 marks.​

​MATHEMATICS EXTENSION 1 - YEAR 11 and YEAR 12​

​Students studying Year 11 and 12 Mathematics Advanced can add an additional unit of Mathematics if they choose​
​to study Year 11 and 12 Mathematics Extension 1. The Mathematics Advanced courses are a corequisite for the​
​Extension 1 courses.​

​Mathematics Extension 1 enables students to develop a thorough knowledge and understanding of and​
​competence in further aspects of mathematics as an extension of the Mathematics Advanced course. The course​
​provides opportunities to develop rigorous mathematical arguments and proofs, and to use mathematical models​
​more extensively. This course supports students in tertiary study in mathematics and related fields.​

​The Year 11 Mathematics Extension 1 course content comprises three areas of study: Functions, Trigonometric​
​Functions and Combinatorics. The Year 12 Mathematics Extension 1 course content builds on Trigonometric​
​Functions studied in Year 11 and introduces four new areas of study: Proof, Vectors, Calculus and Statistical​
​Analysis.​

​These courses have a one unit value. At North Sydney Girls High School, the Mathematics Advanced and​
​Mathematics Extension 1 courses are taught concurrently. Students studying both these courses undertake a​
​program of study which includes approximately 11 hours of mathematics lessons over each two week period. At​
​the end of the course, students complete the common 3 hour Mathematics Advanced examination paper which is​
​worth 100 marks and an additional 2 hour Mathematics Extension 1 examination paper for a result out of 50​
​marks. Their combined work in both Mathematics courses could contribute a total of three units to their HSC​
​results.​

https://www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/stage-6-learning-areas/stage-6-mathematics


​MATHEMATICS EXTENSION 2 - Year 12​

​At the start of Year 12, students who have studied both Mathematics Advanced and Mathematics​
​Extension 1 in Year 11, can elect to study Mathematics Extension 2 in Year 12. The Year 12 Mathematics​
​Advanced and Year 12 Mathematics Extension 1 courses are co-requisites. It is recommended that only​
​students of outstanding mathematical ability should consider undertaking this course.​

​Mathematics Extension 2 provides students with the opportunity to develop strong mathematical​
​manipulation skills and a deep understanding of the fundamental ideas of algebra and calculus. Students​
​strengthen their appreciation of mathematics as an activity with its own intrinsic value, involving​
​invention, intuition and exploration. Mathematics Extension 2 extends students’ conceptual knowledge​
​and understanding through the exploration of new areas of mathematics not seen in Mathematics​
​Advanced and Mathematics Extension 1. It provides a basis for a wide range of applications of​
​mathematics, as well as a strong foundation for further study of the subject at tertiary level.​

​The Mathematics Extension 2 course comprises five areas of study: Proof, Vectors, Complex Numbers,​
​Calculus and Mechanics.​

​Students studying Mathematics Extension 2 accumulate 4 units of Mathematics study in their HSC year.​
​They undertake a program of study which includes approximately 15 hours of mathematics lessons over​
​each two week period and complete the common 2 hour Mathematics Extension 1 examination paper​
​for a result out of 100 marks and a 3 hour Mathematics Extension 2 examination paper worth 100 marks.​
​Their combined course work in Mathematics could contribute a total of four units to their HSC results.​

​Choosing a suitable level of Mathematics​

​Mathematics is not a compulsory subject in Stage 6. All levels of Mathematics require students to​
​commit a significant amount of individual time to the practice and review of the ideas and techniques​
​explored in lessons. As a guide, in the Advanced course, for every hour spent in lessons, students should​
​expect to do at least 45 to 60 minutes of homework. This time increases markedly according to the level​
​of Mathematics studied.​

​It is strongly advised that students choose an appropriate level of Mathematics from the beginning of​
​Year 11. There is no advantage in electing to do the Mathematics Extension 1 Year 11 course and then​
​relinquishing it in Year 12. Students should choose the level of study best suited to both their interest​
​and ability, at the commencement of Year 11, so that they can consolidate their learning and achieve a​
​personal best in the Mathematics course they undertake.​

​Students are encouraged to seek advice from their mathematics teacher about the level of mathematics​
​best suited to their ability and interests.​



​SCIENCE - Stage 6​
​NESA Course descriptions​​Science Stage 6​

​BIOLOGY- 2 UNIT​

​Through the study of Biology 11–12, students:​

​●​ ​develop​ ​knowledge​ ​and​ ​understanding​ ​of​ ​the​ ​complex​ ​interactions​ ​between​ ​living​
​things and how human actions can affect the environment​

​●​ ​apply​​their​​knowledge​​of​​biology​​to​​investigate​​phenomena,​​make​​predictions,​​address​
​real-world problems and explore the impact of science on society​

​●​ ​explore​​how​​Aboriginal​​and​​Torres​​Strait​​Islander​​Peoples’​​ways​​of​​Knowing,​​Being​​and​
​Doing enhance and provide social and Cultural context to the study of biology​

​●​ ​develop critical thinking, ethical decision-making and problem-solving skills.​

​CONTENT​

​Year 11 Course​
​The Year 11 Course consists of three focus​
​areas.​

​●​ ​Cells as the basis of life​
​●​ ​Cells to systems​
​●​ ​Evolution and ecosystems​

​Year 12 HSC Course​
​The Year 12 HSC Course consists of four focus​
​areas.​

​●​ ​Heredity​
​●​ ​Diseases​
​●​ ​Biodiversity​
​●​ ​Biotechnology​

​COURSE REQUIREMENTS​
​In​ ​addition​ ​to​ ​the​ ​study​ ​of​ ​core​ ​focus​ ​areas,​ ​students​ ​are​ ​provided​ ​with​ ​10​ ​hours​ ​of​​course​
​time​​for​​Depth​​Studies​​in​​both​​Year​​11​​and​​Year​​12.​​During​​this​​time​​students​​may​​undertake​
​an​ ​investigation/activity​ ​that​ ​allows​ ​for​ ​the​ ​further​ ​development​ ​of​ ​one​ ​or​ ​more​ ​scientific​
​concepts.​ ​A​ ​Depth​ ​Study​ ​may​ ​be​ ​one​ ​investigation/activity​ ​or​ ​a​ ​series​ ​of​
​investigations/activities.​ ​Depth​ ​Studies​ ​may​ ​be​ ​included​ ​in​ ​one​ ​focus​ ​area​ ​or​ ​across​ ​several​
​focus​ ​areas.​ ​Practical​​investigations​​are​​an​​essential​​part​​of​​the​​Year​​11​​and​​Year​​12​​courses.​
​Fieldwork​​is​​also​​mandated​​in​​Year​​11​​and​​is​​an​​integral​​part​​of​​the​​learning​​process.​​Students​
​will be assessed on three tasks. Details of the assessments are to be confirmed.​

​Biology​ ​can​ ​be​ ​studied​ ​by​ ​itself​ ​or​ ​with​ ​one​ ​or​ ​more​ ​of​ ​the​ ​other​​Science​​courses.​​Students​
​wishing​​to​​study​​all​​3​​Science​​courses​​in​​Stage​​6​​must​​gain​​permission​​from​​the​​Science​​Head​
​Teacher.​ ​Stage​ ​6​ ​Science​ ​courses​ ​are​ ​designed​ ​for​ ​those​ ​students​ ​who​ ​have​ ​demonstrated​​a​
​substantial​ ​achievement​ ​level​ ​in​ ​Stage​ ​5​ ​Science.​ ​Students​ ​who​ ​have​ ​not​ ​demonstrated​
​significant​​success​​in​​Science​​in​​Years​​9​​and​​10​​should​​think​​carefully​​before​​choosing​​a​​Stage​​6​
​Science​ ​course.​ ​Studies​ ​have​ ​demonstrated​ ​that​ ​success​ ​in​ ​HSC​ ​Biology​ ​requires​ ​high-level​
​written communication skills, above and beyond what is needed for other Science subjects.​

​Success​ ​in​ ​a​ ​Stage​ ​6​ ​Science​​course​​also​​requires​​students​​to​​commit​​a​​significant​​amount​​of​
​individual​​time​​to​​the​​review​​of​​scientific​​ideas​​explored​​in​​class​​time.​​For​​every​​hour​​spent​​in​
​class​​students​​should​​do​​at​​least​​45​​minutes​​of​​work​​at​​home​​through​​planned​​study​​and​​wide​
​reading from a variety of sources. This time increases as students approach assessment tasks.​

https://www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/stage-6-learning-areas/stage-6-science


​CHEMISTRY - 2 UNIT​

​The​​Year​​11​​Chemistry​​course​​develops​​knowledge,​​understanding​​and​​skills​​in​​relation​​to​​the​
​properties​ ​and​ ​structures​ ​of​ ​matter,​​the​​types​​and​​drivers​​of​​chemical​​reactions​​and​​how​​we​
​measure the quantities involved in these processes.​

​The​​Year​​12​​course​​builds​​on​​the​​concepts​​introduced​​in​​Year​​11​​by​​examining​​different​​classes​
​of​ ​chemicals​ ​and​ ​a​ ​variety​ ​of​ ​chemical​ ​reactions.​ ​These​ ​include​ ​organic​ ​chemistry​ ​and​
​acid/base​ ​equilibrium​​reactions.​​The​​course​​challenges​​students​​to​​apply​​this​​knowledge​​to​​a​
​range​ ​of​ ​methods​ ​used​ ​in​ ​identifying​ ​and​ ​measuring​ ​quantities​​in​​chemistry​​and​​leads​​to​​an​
​understanding​ ​of​ ​the​ ​ways​ ​in​ ​which​ ​structure​ ​and​ ​bonding​ ​affects​ ​the​ ​properties​ ​and​
​interactions of chemical species.​

​CONTENT​

​Year 11​​Preliminary Course​
​The Year 11​​Preliminary Course​​consists of​
​four modules.​

​●​ ​Module 1​​Properties and Structure of​
​Matter​

​●​ ​Module 2​​Introduction to Quantitative​
​Chemistry​

​●​ ​Module 3​​Reactive Chemistry​
​●​ ​Module 4​​Drivers of Reactions​

​Year 12 HSC Course​
​The Year 12 HSC Course consists of four​
​modules.​

​●​ ​Module 5​​Equilibrium and Acid​
​Reactions​

​●​ ​Module 6​​Acid/base Reactions​
​●​ ​Module 7​​Organic Chemistry​
​●​ ​Module 8​​Applying Chemical Ideas​

​COURSE REQUIREMENTS​

​In​​addition​​to​​the​​study​​of​​core​​modules,​​students​​are​​provided​​with​​15​​hours​​of​​course​​time​
​for​ ​Depth​ ​Studies​ ​in​ ​both​ ​Year​ ​11​ ​and​ ​Year​ ​12.​ ​During​​this​​time​​students​​may​​undertake​​an​
​investigation/activity​ ​that​ ​allows​ ​for​ ​the​ ​further​ ​development​ ​of​ ​one​ ​or​ ​more​ ​scientific​
​concepts.​ ​A​ ​Depth​ ​Study​ ​may​ ​be​ ​one​ ​investigation/activity​ ​or​ ​a​ ​series​ ​of​
​investigations/activities.​ ​Depth​ ​Studies​ ​may​ ​be​ ​included​ ​in​ ​one​ ​module​ ​or​ ​across​ ​several​
​modules.​​Practical​​investigations​​are​​an​​essential​​part​​of​​the​​Year​​11​​and​​Year​​12​​courses​​and​
​must​ ​occupy​ ​a​ ​minimum​ ​of​ ​35​ ​hours​ ​of​ ​course​​time​​each​​year.​​Students​​will​​be​​assessed​​on​
​three tasks. Details of the assessments are to be confirmed.​

​Chemistry​​can​​be​​studied​​by​​itself​​or​​with​​one​​or​​more​​of​​the​​other​​Science​​courses.​​Students​
​wishing​​to​​study​​all​​3​​Science​​courses​​in​​Stage​​6​​must​​gain​​permission​​from​​the​​Science​​Head​
​Teacher.​ ​Stage​ ​6​ ​Science​ ​courses​ ​are​ ​designed​ ​for​ ​those​ ​students​ ​who​ ​have​ ​demonstrated​​a​
​substantial​ ​achievement​ ​level​ ​in​ ​Stage​ ​5​ ​Science.​ ​Students​ ​who​ ​have​ ​not​ ​demonstrated​
​significant​​success​​in​​Science​​in​​Years​​9​​and​​10​​should​​think​​carefully​​before​​choosing​​a​​Stage​​6​
​Science​​course.​​Success​​in​​Chemistry​​requires​​strong​​mathematical​​and​​logical​​reasoning​​skills.​
​Students​ ​wishing​ ​to​ ​study​ ​Chemistry​ ​should​ ​consider​ ​a​ ​pattern​ ​of​ ​study​ ​which​ ​will​ ​support​
​these skills.​

​Success​ ​in​ ​a​ ​Stage​ ​6​ ​Science​​course​​also​​requires​​students​​to​​commit​​a​​significant​​amount​​of​
​individual​​time​​to​​the​​review​​of​​scientific​​ideas​​explored​​in​​class​​time.​​For​​every​​hour​​spent​​in​
​class​​students​​should​​do​​at​​least​​45​​minutes​​of​​work​​at​​home​​through​​planned​​study​​and​​wide​
​reading from a variety of sources. This time increases as students approach assessment tasks.​



​PHYSICS - 2 UNIT​

​Through the study of Physics 11–12, students:​

​●​ ​develop​ ​knowledge​ ​and​ ​understanding​ ​of​ ​the​ ​complexity​ ​of​ ​the​ ​physical​ ​world​ ​and​ ​the​
​Universe and how they work​

​●​ ​explore​ ​how​ ​Aboriginal​ ​and​ ​Torres​ ​Strait​ ​Islander​ ​Peoples’​ ​ways​ ​of​ ​Knowing,​ ​Being​ ​and​
​Doing enhance and provide social and Cultural context to the study of physics​

​●​ ​apply​​their​​knowledge​​of​​physics​​to​​address​​real-world​​problems​​and​​explore​​the​​impact​​of​
​physics on society​

​●​ ​develop critical thinking, ethical decision-making and problem-solving skills.​

​CONTENT​

​Year 11 Course​
​The Year 11 course consists of three focus​
​areas.​

​●​ ​Fundamentals of mechanics​
​●​ ​Waves​
​●​ ​Electricity and magnetism​

​Year 12 HSC Course​
​The Year 12 course consists of four focus areas.​

​●​ ​Advanced mechanics​
​●​ ​Electromagnetism​
​●​ ​Nature of light​
​●​ ​Matter, energy and the cosmos​

​COURSE REQUIREMENTS​

​In addition to the study of core focus areas, students are provided with 10 hours of course time for​
​Depth Studies​​in both Year 11 and Year 12. During​​this time students may undertake an​
​investigation/activity that allows for the further development of one or more scientific concepts. A​
​Depth Study may be one investigation/activity or a series of investigations/activities. Depth Studies​
​may be included in one focus area or across several focus areas.​​Practical investigations​​are an​
​essential part of the Year 11 and Year 12 courses. Students will be assessed on three tasks. Details​
​of the assessments are to be confirmed.​

​Physics​ ​can​ ​be​ ​studied​ ​by​ ​itself​ ​or​ ​with​ ​one​ ​or​ ​more​ ​of​ ​the​ ​other​ ​Science​​courses.​​Students​
​wishing​​to​​study​​all​​3​​Science​​courses​​in​​Stage​​6​​must​​gain​​permission​​from​​the​​Science​​Head​
​Teacher.​ ​Stage​ ​6​ ​Science​ ​courses​ ​are​ ​designed​ ​for​ ​those​ ​students​ ​who​ ​have​ ​demonstrated​​a​
​substantial​ ​achievement​ ​level​ ​in​ ​Stage​ ​5​ ​Science.​ ​Students​ ​who​ ​have​ ​not​ ​demonstrated​
​significant​​success​​in​​Science​​in​​Years​​9​​and​​10​​should​​think​​carefully​​before​​choosing​​a​​Stage​​6​
​Science​​course.​​Success​​in​​Physics​​requires​​strong​​mathematical​​and​​logical​​reasoning​​skills,​​as​
​well​​as​​strong​​written​​communication​​skills.​​Students​​wishing​​to​​study​​Physics​​should​​consider​
​a pattern of study which will support these skills.​

​Success​ ​in​ ​a​ ​Stage​ ​6​ ​Science​​course​​also​​requires​​students​​to​​commit​​a​​significant​​amount​​of​
​individual​​time​​to​​the​​review​​of​​scientific​​ideas​​explored​​in​​class​​time.​​For​​every​​hour​​spent​​in​
​class​​students​​should​​do​​at​​least​​45​​minutes​​of​​work​​at​​home​​through​​planned​​study​​and​​wide​
​reading from a variety of sources. This time increases as students approach assessment tasks.​



​HEALTH & MOVEMENT SCIENCE​
​NESA Course descriptions​​HEALTH & MOVEMENT SCIENCE​

​Health & Movement Science​​- 2 UNIT​
​Health and Movement Science​​draws on a multitude of​​fields and the application of scientific concepts to actively​
​engage students in learning about the factors that influence health and movement. The study of Health Sciences​
​draws on epidemiology, dimensions and determinants of health, and social justice principles. Learning in, through​
​and about the Movement Sciences involves exploring and thinking critically about the interrelationships between​
​anatomy, physiology, biomechanics, psychology, sociology, nutrition, skill acquisition, injury prevention and​
​rehabilitation. The course provides opportunities to explore areas of interest in greater depth and apply health​
​and movement concepts to various contexts and groups. To equip students to navigate the dynamic nature of​
​health and movement, emphasis is given to developing skills of collaboration, analysis, communication, creative​
​thinking, problem-solving and research​

​COURSE STRUCTURE​
​The HMS Syllabus includes two 120 hour courses.​​Year​​11 is organised into 2 focus areas: Health for individuals and​
​communities; and The body and mind in motion. Year 12 is organised into 2 focus areas: Health in an Australian​
​and global context; and Training for improved performance. Depth studies are also to be embedded in Years 11​
​and 12, and a Collaborative Investigation embedded in Year 11​​.​

​ASSESSMENT: HSC COURSE ONLY​

​External Assessment:​​A three hour written​
​examination in four parts​

​Internal Assessment:​​The three parts of the course​​are​
​assessed through examinations, assignments and​
​research​

https://www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/stage-6-learning-areas/pdhpe
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/learning-areas/pdhpe/health-and-movement-science-11-12-2023/overview#course-structure-and-requirements-health_and_movement_science_11_12_2023


​HUMAN SOCIETY & ITS ENVIRONMENT (HSIE)​​- Stage 6​
​NESA Course descriptions​​Human Society and Its Environment​​(HSIE) Stage 6​

​ANCIENT HISTORY - 2 UNIT​
​Ancient History invites students to explore life in early societies through the analysis and interpretation of both​
​physical artefacts and written records. It allows students to examine the motivations and actions of individuals and​
​groups, and understand how these factors influenced the political, social, economic, and cultural environments of​
​the ancient world. The Ancient History HSC course is an academically rigorous program that challenges students to​
​engage deeply with historical content and develop critical analytical skills.​
​A History Extension Course (1 Unit) is available in the HSC year.​

​Course Description:​
​Ancient​​History​​involves​​the​​study​​of​​at​​least​​two​​of​​the​​following​​areas:​​Egypt,​​Near​​East,​​China,​​Greece​​and​​Rome​
​in both the Preliminary and HSC courses.​
​The Preliminary course is structured for students to investigate:​
​●​ ​people, groups, events, institutions, societies and historical sites;​
​●​ ​archaeological​​and​​written​​evidence​​and​​the​​methods​​used​​by​​historians​​and​​archaeologists​​in​​case​​studies​​and​

​in the study of ancient societies.​

​The​ ​Preliminary​ ​course​ ​provides​ ​a​ ​background​ ​for​ ​students’​ ​more​ ​specialised​ ​HSC​ ​studies.​ ​In​ ​the​ ​HSC​ ​course,​
​students​​use​​archaeological​​and​​written​​evidence​​to​​investigate​​the​​Core​​Study​​–​​Pompeii​​and​​Herculaneum,​​as​​well​
​as​​a​​personality​​from​​the​​ancient​​world​​and​​one​​ancient​​society​​and​​one​​historical​​period.​​Students​​are​​required​​to​
​critically​​evaluate​​primary​​and​​secondary​​sources,​​assessing​​their​​reliability,​​perspective,​​and​​context.​​This​​involves​
​developing​​skills​​in​​historiography,​​which​​is​​the​​study​​of​​how​​history​​is​​written​​and​​understood,​​allowing​​students​​to​
​engage​ ​with​ ​differing​ ​interpretations​ ​of​ ​historical​ ​events.​ ​Students​ ​demonstrate​ ​their​ ​understanding​ ​through​
​structured​ ​essays​ ​and​ ​responses​ ​that​ ​require​ ​clear​ ​argumentation​ ​and​ ​evidence-based​ ​analysis.​​This​​component​
​helps students develop strong writing skills and the ability to articulate complex ideas effectively.​

​Preliminary Course​
​●​ ​Part I​
​(a)​​Investigating Ancient History: The Nature of Ancient​​History (integrated)​
​(b) Investigating Ancient History: Case Studies –Ancient Persia, Cleopatra VII​

​●​ ​Part II​​Features of Ancient Societies – Power and​​Image in Rome, Art and Architecture in Persia​
​●​ ​Part​​III​​Historical​​Investigation​​-​​Group​​investigation​​designed​​to​​provide​​opportunities​​for​​all​​students​

​to​ ​further​ ​develop​ ​relevant​ ​investigative,​ ​research​ ​and​ ​presentation​ ​skills​ ​that​ ​are​ ​the​ ​core​ ​of​ ​the​
​historical inquiry process.​

​HSC Course​
​●​ ​Part I:​ ​Core:​​Cities of Vesuvius – Pompeii​​and Herculaneum – 25%​
​●​ ​Part II:​ ​Ancient Society​​–Minoan Society – 25%​
​●​ ​Part III:​ ​Ancient Personality​​– Qin Shi Huangdi –​​25%​
​●​ ​Part IV:​ ​Historical Period​​– The Augustan Age 44 BC-AD​​14– 25%​

​Assessment: HSC course only​

​External Assessment:​
​A three hour written examination in four parts​

​Internal Assessment:​
​The four parts of the course are assessed through a range of​
​tasks including:​
​• research​
​• source analysis​
​• written and verbal communication​

https://www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/stage-6-learning-areas/hsie


​MODERN HISTORY - 2 UNIT​

​Modern​​History​​offers​​students​​the​​opportunity​​to​​investigate​​the​​various​​motivations​​behind​​the​​actions​​of​​key​
​historical​ ​figures​ ​and​ ​groups,​ ​such​ ​as​ ​national​ ​leaders,​ ​activists,​ ​and​ ​social​ ​movements.​ ​This​ ​includes​
​understanding​ ​the​​personal,​​ideological,​​and​​economic​​factors​​that​​drove​​their​​decisions​​and​​actions,​​allowing​
​students​​to​​critically​​assess​​the​​complexities​​of​​human​​behaviour​​in​​historical​​contexts.​​Students​​are​​required​​to​
​critically​ ​assess​ ​a​ ​variety​ ​of​ ​primary​ ​and​ ​secondary​ ​sources,​ ​including​ ​documents,​ ​speeches,​ ​and​ ​historical​
​interpretations.​​This​​involves​​evaluating​​the​​reliability​​and​​perspective​​of​​sources,​​which​​fosters​​critical​​thinking​
​and​ ​analytical​ ​skills.​ ​Students​ ​must​ ​be​ ​able​ ​to​ ​discern​ ​biases​ ​and​ ​understand​ ​the​ ​context​ ​in​ ​which​ ​historical​
​narratives are constructed. A History Extension course (1 Unit) is available in the HSC year.​

​Course Description​​:​

​The​ ​Preliminary​ ​course​ ​is​ ​designed​ ​to​ ​provide​ ​students​ ​with​ ​opportunities​ ​to​ ​investigate​ ​individuals,​ ​groups,​
​events,​ ​institutions,​ ​societies​ ​and​ ​ideas​ ​in​ ​a​ ​range​ ​of​ ​historical​ ​contexts​ ​as​ ​a​ ​background​ ​for​ ​their​ ​more​
​specialised HSC studies.​

​The​ ​HSC​ ​Course​ ​is​ ​designed​ ​for​ ​students​ ​to​ ​investigate​ ​national​ ​and​ ​international​ ​forces​ ​of​ ​change​ ​and​
​continuity​ ​in​ ​the​ ​twentieth​ ​century​ ​through​​4​​major​​studies.​​Modern​​History​​equips​​students​​with​​a​​nuanced​
​understanding​ ​of​ ​how​ ​the​ ​past​ ​has​ ​shaped​ ​the​ ​present.​ ​By​ ​investigating​ ​the​ ​motivations​ ​and​ ​actions​ ​of​
​individuals​​and​​groups,​​students​​develop​​critical​​thinking​​skills​​and​​an​​appreciation​​for​​the​​interconnectedness​
​of​ ​historical​ ​events​ ​and​ ​contemporary​ ​issues.​ ​Students​ ​develop​ ​well-structured​ ​essays​ ​and​ ​responses​ ​that​
​demonstrate​ ​their​ ​understanding​ ​of​ ​historical​ ​themes​ ​and​ ​events.​ ​This​ ​requires​ ​them​ ​to​ ​articulate​ ​clear​
​arguments​​supported​​by​​evidence,​​which​​enhances​​their​​writing​​skills​​and​​their​​ability​​to​​communicate​​complex​
​ideas effectively.​

​Preliminary Course​
​●​ ​Part I:​ ​Investigating Modern History: The Nature​​of Modern History (integrated)​
​●​ ​Investigating Modern History: Case Studies– May be drawn from the following:​

​●​ ​Meiji Restoration - Japan​
​●​ ​Revolution in Russia​
​●​ ​United States Civil War​
​●​ ​The Origins of the Arab Israeli Conflict​
​●​ ​Margaret Thatcher​

​●​ ​Part​​II:​ ​Historical​​Investigation​​–​​Group​​investigation​​designed​​to​​provide​​opportunities​​for​​all​​students​
​to​ ​further​ ​develop​ ​relevant​ ​investigative,​ ​research​ ​and​ ​presentation​ ​skills​ ​that​ ​are​ ​the​ ​core​ ​of​ ​the​
​historical inquiry process.​

​●​ ​Part III:​​The Shaping of the Modern World –Age of​​Imperialism - India​

​HSC Course​
​●​ ​Part I:​​Core Study​​– 25% - Power and Authority in​​the Modern World (Nazi Germany)​
​●​ ​Part II:  National Study –​​25% - Iran 1945-1989 or​​Russia and the Soviet Union 1917-1941​
​●​ ​Part III:​​Peace and Conflict​​– 25% - The Cold War​​1945-1991 OR Indochina 1954-1979​
​●​ ​Part​ ​IV:​ ​Change​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Modern​ ​World​ ​–​ ​25%​ ​-​ ​Pro-democracy​ ​Movement​ ​in​ ​Burma​ ​1945-2010​ ​or​

​Apartheid in South Africa 1960-1994​

​Particular Course Requirements:​
​The Preliminary course is a prerequisite for the HSC course.​

​ASSESSMENT: HSC COURSE ONLY​

​External Assessment​ ​Internal Assessment​

​A three hour written examination in four parts​ ​Internal Assessment:​
​The four parts of the course are assessed through a​
​range of tasks including:​
​• research​
​• source analysis​
​• written communication​

​100​ ​100​



​HSC History Extension - Year 12​

​History Extension is a one unit course that complements both Ancient History and Modern History.​
​It provides students in Year 12 with opportunities to examine the way history is constructed and​
​the role of historians or ‘history makers’ in that process.​​History Extension explores the nature of​
​history as a discipline and the diverse methods humanity has used to investigate and comprehend​
​the past. Students are required to engage with intricate historiographical concepts, methodologies,​
​and sources to articulate arguments regarding the nature and construction of history.​​As part of​
​the course, students apply their understanding to undertake an individual investigative project,​
​focusing on an area of changing historical interpretation.​

​Ancient History or Modern History Year 11 is a prerequisite for entry into History Extension.​
​Ancient History or Modern History Year 12 is a co-requisite for History Extension.​

​Through the study of History Extension, students:​

​●​ ​develop​ ​an​ ​understanding​ ​of​​how​​context,​​methodology​​and​​purpose​​can​​shape​​the​​ways​
​in which historians and other producers of history have constructed their accounts​

​●​ ​examine the complexity of factors that shape historiographical perspectives​
​●​ ​develop​ ​their​ ​own​ ​views,​ ​and​ ​challenge​ ​those​ ​of​ ​others,​ ​on​ ​a​ ​variety​ ​of​ ​historical​ ​and​

​historiographical issues.​

​Students will:​

​●​ ​investigate the varying ways history can be constructed in the Core: Constructing History​
​●​ ​investigate​ ​the​ ​reasons​ ​for​ ​differing​ ​historical​ ​interpretations​ ​in​ ​debates​ ​from​ ​either​ ​a​

​modern or an ancient case study.​
​●​ ​conduct​​specialised​​research​​into​​an​​area​​of​​historical​​debate​​or​​a​​historiographical​​issue​​to​

​produce a major work (The Project).​

​The course is designed to teach students how to​​convey​​ideas through comprehensive,​
​well-organised writing to explain, argue, discuss, analyse, or evaluate historiographical topics.​

​Internal assessment: /50​

​●​ ​The Project: Including the Project Essay and Bibliography (2500 words) (40%)​
​●​ ​Constructing History written task (30%)​
​●​ ​Trial​​HSC​​exam:​​two​​essays​​in​​a​​two​​hour​​exam​​–​​one​​each​​on​​the​​Core​​and​​the​​Case​​study​

​(40%).​

​External Assessment / 50​

​HSC exam: two essays in a two hour exam on the Constructing History Core and the Case Study.​



​ECONOMICS (HSIE)​

​Economics 11–12 aims to develop students’ knowledge and understanding of the​
​fundamental concepts and principles that govern modern economic systems. Students​
​develop economic literacy skills that are critical to making ethical and informed financial,​
​political, social and environmental decisions.​

​COURSE DESCRIPTION:​

​Economics provides an understanding about many aspects of the Australian and the global​
​economy as reported by economic publications, financial newspapers and the news. It​
​investigates how an economy functions, the role of business firms and consumers. It​
​examines the function and use of government policies, such as Fiscal and Monetary Policy, in​
​addressing key underlying economic issues such as economic growth, unemployment and​
​inflation. It develops the analytical, problem solving and communication skills of students.​

​There is a strong emphasis within the course on models and theories (such as the circular​
​flow of income model), diagrams and the relationships formed between a range of economic​
​concepts in a contemporary economic context.​

​MAIN TOPICS COVERED:​

​Preliminary Course​
​●​ ​Economic Thinking​
​●​ ​Operation of an Economy​
​●​ ​Economic model: production possibilities​
​●​ ​Economic model: circular flow of income​
​●​ ​Economic model: business cycle​

​HSC Course​
​●​ ​Economic issues in the Australian economy​
​●​ ​Economic management of the Australian economy​
​●​ ​Australia and the global economy​

​The HSC course focuses on the management of an economy and is therefore essentially​
​macroeconomic in nature. The course investigates the impact of the global economy on the​
​Australian economy and the link between economic issues and the management of an​
​economy, with specific reference to the Australian economy.​

​ASSESSMENT: HSC COURSE ONLY​

​EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT​ ​INTERNAL ASSESSMENT​ ​WEIGHTING​

​A three-hour written​
​examination​

​Tests/exams​

​Research, investigation and communication​

​Stimulus based skills​

​50​

​30​

​20​

​100​ ​100​

​The​​course​​does​​not​​assume​​prior​​knowledge​​of​​the​​subject​​matter​​of​​Economics​​or​​the​​techniques​
​required for analysis.​



​GEOGRAPHY - 2 UNIT​

​Geography​ ​is​ ​the​ ​study​ ​of​ ​places,​ ​people​ ​and​ ​environments,​ ​and​ ​their​ ​interrelationships,​ ​and​ ​integrates​
​knowledge​ ​from​ ​the​ ​natural​ ​sciences,​ ​social​ ​sciences​ ​and​ ​humanities.​ ​It​ ​develops​ ​students’​ ​sense​ ​of​ ​curiosity​
​about​ ​the​ ​places,​ ​environments​ ​and​ ​cultures​ ​that​​make​​up​​our​​world,​​enabling​​them​​to​​be​​more​​attuned​​to​​its​
​diversity​​and​​complexity.​​Geography​​promotes​​understanding​​of​​the​​role​​of​​natural​​systems​​and​​human​​activity​​in​
​shaping the world and how they may vary from place to place.​

​COURSE DESCRIPTION​​:​
​The​ ​Preliminary​ ​Course​ ​is​ ​structured​ ​to​ ​provide​ ​students​ ​with​ ​opportunities​ ​to​ ​develop​ ​and​ ​apply​ ​their​
​understanding​ ​of​ ​the​ ​geographical​ ​concepts​ ​of​ ​place,​ ​space,​ ​environment,​ ​interconnection,​​scale,​​sustainability​
​and​ ​change.​ ​Students​ ​investigate​ ​natural​ ​systems;​ ​people,​ ​patterns​ ​and​ ​processes;​ ​and​ ​human–environment​
​interactions.​​They​​develop​​an​​understanding​​of​​the​​nature​​and​​value​​of​​geographical​​inquiry​​through​​planning​​and​
​conducting a geographical investigation.​

​The​​HSC​​Course​​is​​structured​​to​​provide​​students​​with​​opportunities​​to​​develop​​and​​apply​​their​​understanding​​of​
​the​ ​geographical​ ​concepts​ ​of​ ​place,​ ​space,​ ​environment,​ ​interconnection,​ ​scale,​ ​sustainability​ ​and​ ​change.​
​Students investigate global sustainability, rural and urban places, ecosystems and global biodiversity.​

​Preliminary Course​
​Earth’s natural systems​ ​40% of course time​
​People, patterns and processes​ ​40% of course time​
​Human–environment interactions​ ​20% of course time​
​Geographical Investigation​ ​20% of course time​

​HSC Course​
​Global sustainability​ ​30% of course time​
​Rural and urban places​ ​45% of course time​
​Ecosystems and global diversity​ ​45% of course time​

​KEY​ ​CONCEPTS​ ​INCORPORATED​​ACROSS​​ALL​​TOPICS:​ ​change,​​environment,​​sustainability,​​spatial​​and​​ecological​
​dimensions, interaction, technology, spatial justice, management and cultural integration.​

​PARTICULAR COURSE REQUIREMENTS:​
​The​ ​Year​ ​12​ ​HSC​ ​Course​ ​is​ ​structured​ ​to​ ​provide​ ​students​ ​with​ ​the​ ​opportunity​ ​to​ ​develop​ ​and​ ​apply​ ​their​
​understanding​ ​of​ ​the​ ​geographical​ ​concepts​ ​of​ ​place,​ ​space,​ ​environment,​ ​interconnection,​ ​scale,​
​sustainability​ ​and​ ​change.​ ​Students​​investigate​​global​​sustainability,​​rural​​and​​urban​​places,​​ecosystems​
​and global biodiversity.​

​Field​ ​studies​ ​are​ ​an​ ​integrated​ ​part​​of​​the​​course​​and​​a​​number​​of​​hours​​in​​the​​field​​is​​necessary​​to​​satisfy​
​course requirements. Twelve hours of field work is required for the HSC course.​
​Assessment​​throughout​​this​​course​​will​​be​​based​​on​​short​​response,​​extended​​response,​​skills​​activities,​​field​
​reports and Geographical Investigation.  This variety of tasks ensures a more balanced result.​

​The​​Geographical​​Investigation​​is​​the​​presentation​​by​​students​​of​​work​​based​​on​​their​​own​​original​​research​
​into​ ​an​ ​aspect​ ​of​ ​Geography​ ​which​ ​interests​ ​them.​ ​The​ ​Investigation​ ​may​ ​be​ ​presented​ ​in​ ​a​ ​form​ ​most​
​suitable for the topic chosen.​



​LANGUAGES - Stage 6​
​NESA Course descriptions​​Languages Stage 6​

​INTRODUCTION​

​The study of a language in Years 11 and 12​
​allows students to develop their language​
​skills, enabling them to become proficient​
​and confident in expressing their ideas and​
​opinions on a wide range of topics​

​CONTINUERS​​courses are for students who​
​have completed the Stage 5 or equivalent​
​in the language.​

​EXTENSION​​courses (one additional unit)​
​are offered in all Continuers languages in​
​Year 12 only. These courses, while​
​challenging, offer great rewards for​
​talented language students.​

​A. MODERN LANGUAGES​

​CONTINUERS - 2 UNIT -  JAPANESE & FRENCH​

​Students will:​
​-​ ​enhance their language skills across Listening,​

​Speaking, Reading, and Writing domains.​
​-​ ​develop effective comprehension and communication​

​skills and improve the expression of their ideas and​
​opinions.​

​-​ ​cultivate cultural awareness, foster human connections​
​and build confidence in social interactions, alongside​
​problem-solving and critical thinking skills.​

​-​ ​engage in active communication on themes related to​
​their Personal World, including family, school, travel,​
​and future aspirations.​

​-​ ​utilise authentic language resources throughout the​
​course, including texts, audio CDs, DVDs, songs, films,​
​and magazines.​

​-​ ​leverage their language studies to earn bonus points​
​for entry into selected universities. Establish​
​connections between their language learning and​
​international university courses.​

https://www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/stage-6-learning-areas/stage-6-languages


​B. CLASSICAL LANGUAGES - LATIN CONTINUERS 2 UNIT​

​The continuing students of Latin will gain not only a deeper insight into the culture and​
​literature of the ancient world but also into the continuing influence of Latin on the languages,​
​cultures and literatures which derive from it.​

​Students will:​

​●​ ​Identify, analyse and manipulate structures of the language, read and translate original​
​literature.​

​●​ ​Develop techniques of literary analysis and appreciation of original texts, with due regard to​
​their literary, social and historical contexts.​

​●​ ​Observe, abstract and analyse information and thereby acquire knowledge of the values​
​system of the Romans.​

​●​ ​Acquire an understanding of the influence of Latin on English and other European languages.​

​Original Latin texts – real voices from history​



​CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS - Stage 6​
​NESA Course descriptions​​Creative Arts Stage 6​

​MUSIC 2 – 2 UNIT (New NSW Syllabus 2025)​
​The​ ​Preliminary​ ​(Year​ ​11)​ ​and​ ​HSC​ ​(Year​ ​12)​ ​Music​ ​2​ ​courses​ ​engage​ ​students​ ​in​ ​developing​ ​advanced​
​musical, analytical and creative skills through integrated learning in:​

​●​ ​Performing​
​●​ ​Listening, analysing and responding​
​●​ ​Creating and composing​
​●​ ​Music context and Music language​

​Music​ ​2​ ​is​ ​designed​ ​for​ ​students​ ​who​ ​have​ ​a​ ​formal​ ​background​ ​in​ ​music,​ ​with​ ​developed​​performance,​
​composition,​​aural​​and​​music​​literacy​​skills.​​Students​​develop​​their​​knowledge​​and​​understanding​​of​​musical​
​contexts​ ​and​ ​language​ ​through​ ​the​ ​study​ ​of​ ​diverse​ ​repertoire.​ ​They​ ​apply​ ​this​ ​knowledge​ ​to​ ​the​
​interpretation and evaluation of music as a means of communicating expressive intent.​

​NB:​ ​As​ ​performance​ ​is​ ​a​ ​mandatory​ ​component​ ​of​ ​the​ ​course,​ ​participation​ ​in​ ​a​ ​school​ ​ensemble​ ​and​
​private instrumental tuition are highly recommended.​

​PRELIMINARY MUSIC 2 COURSE (YEAR 11)​
​Students​ ​develop​ ​foundational​ ​knowledge​ ​and​ ​skills​
​through the study of 3 focus areas:​

​●​ ​Music of Western art traditions 1 (music from the​
​Baroque, Classical and Romantic periods,​
​composed between 1600 and 1900)​

​●​ ​Music for drama, movement and entertainment​
​●​ ​Music of the 20th and 21st centuries​

​Preliminary Music 2 Assessment​

​Course Component​ ​Weighting​

​Knowledge and understanding of​
​course content​

​50%​

​Skills in performance, composition​
​and musicology​

​50%​

​HSC MUSIC 2 COURSE (YEAR 12)​
​Focus Areas:​

​●​ ​Music of the last 25 years (Australian focus)​
​●​ ​Music of Western art traditions 2 (comparing different styles)​
​●​ ​Elective project - students specialise in ONE of the following: Performance OR Composition OR​

​Musicology​

​HSC MUSIC 2 ASSESSMENT​

​External Assessment​ ​Weighting​ ​Internal School Assessment​ ​Weighting​

​●​ ​Written paper - aural skills​
​●​ ​Performance examination​
​●​ ​Submitted composition​
​●​ ​Elective project​

​40​
​20​
​20​
​20​

​●​ ​Knowledge and understanding​
​of course content​

​●​ ​Skills in performance,​
​composition and musicology​

​50​

​50​

​100​ ​100​

​HSC Performance examinations and submission dates for Composition and Musicology are in late Term 3. Written​
​examinations occur during the HSC exam period.​

https://www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/stage-6-learning-areas/stage-6-creative-arts


​HSC MUSIC EXTENSION COURSE Year 12 only - 1 Unit​

​Students must complete the Preliminary Music 2 to be eligible to enrol in Music Extension.​

​Music​​Extension​​provides​​students​​who​​have​​excelled​​in​​the​​Preliminary​​Music​​2​​Course​​to​​pursue​
​specialisation in Performance, Musicology or Composition to a sophisticated level.​

​Course component​ ​Weighting %​

​Knowledge and understanding of Music context and Music language​ ​30%​

​Skills in extensive, independent Performance OR Composition OR Musicology​ ​70%​

​Students​​will​​sit​​a​​Written​​paper​​in​​the​​HSC​​examination​​period​​worth​​20​​marks,​​lasting​​for​​1​​hour​
​plus​​10​​minutes​​reading​​time.​​Questions​​will​​include​​stimulus​​and/or​​unseen​​materials.​​You​​will​​be​
​required to integrate your knowledge and understanding of Music context and Music language.​

​Each​​student​​will​​follow​​an​​individual​​program​​of​​study​​in​​their​​area​​of​​specialisation​​which​​will​​be​
​negotiated​ ​between​ ​the​ ​teacher​ ​and​ ​student.​ ​Students​ ​choose​ ​ONE​ ​area​ ​of​ ​study​ ​from​ ​the​
​following:​

​Performance​ ​Composition​ ​Musicology​

​Students perform​​TWO​
​contrasting pieces:​
​●​ ​One ensemble piece​
​●​ ​One solo piece​

​Maximum performance time:​
​16 mins.​

​Students submit​​TWO​
​original contrasting pieces or​
​movements.​

​Max combined time: 5 mins.​

​Students submit​​ONE​
​2000-2500-word essay on one or​
​more aspects of musicology of​
​the student’s choice that you​
​have studied in the Music​
​Extension course.​

​Students are required to maintain a​​Major Work journal​​which documents their ongoing progress,​
​and will be assessed internally throughout the year.​

​HSC MUSIC EXTENSION ASSESSMENT​

​INTERNAL ASSESSMENT​ ​EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT​ ​Major Work​
​SUBMISSIONS​

​The​ ​internal​ ​assessment​
​consists​ ​of​ ​three​
​assessment​ ​tasks​ ​across​
​Terms 1-3.​

​The HSC examination will consist of a​
​written paper worth 20 marks,​

​and​

​a Major work (Performance, Composition​
​or Musicology) worth 40 marks.​
​The Major work must not duplicate any student​
​performance, composition submission or​
​musicology submission from the Music 2​
​course.​

​Composition or​
​Musicology Major work​
​submissions are due in​
​late Term 3. The​
​performance major work​
​is scheduled during the​
​timetabled HSC​
​performance exams.​



​VISUAL ARTS - 2 UNIT​
​Visual Arts Course Description:​
​Visual Arts involves students in artmaking as well as the study of art in art criticism and art history. Study in​
​the Visual Arts provides students with discipline based knowledge, high order thinking and the fundamental​
​skills, creative expertise, learning mindset and critical capabilities for the future world. Study in the Creative​
​Arts prepares students to be significant producers and innovators as well as critically informed future​
​shapers of culture.​

​50% of the Visual Arts course is practical​
​It is not necessary to have studied Visual Arts in Years 9 and 10 to elect Visual Arts in Years 11 and 12.​

​Preliminary Course​ ​HSC Course​

​Creativity​
​Innovation​

​Communication​

​Critical Thinking​
​Problem Solving​

​Digital Literacy​

​The Preliminary course focuses on developing​
​a breadth of art knowledge and practice.​
​●​ ​Create artworks in at least two expressive​

​forms connected to the Units of study​
​●​ ​Use the Visual Arts Process Diary to​

​document and deepen practice.​
​●​ ​Study a broad investigation of ideas, time​

​periods and genres in art making, art​
​criticism and art history​

​The​ ​HSC​ ​course​ ​provides​ ​for​ ​deeper​ ​and​
​more complex investigations.​
​●​ ​Create and resolve of a Body of Work​

​in an Expressive Form of choice​
​●​ ​Document and reflect on practice of​

​artmaking in a Visual Arts Process Diary​
​●​ ​Study five Case Studies (4–10 hrs each)​

​that focus inquiry for the HSC written​
​examination​

​Students develop skills to:​
​●​ ​Form bodies of knowledge about​

​artmaking, art criticism and art history​
​through investigations from Ancient art, to​
​Modern art, to Post Modern and​
​Contemporary art​

​●​ ​Create meaning, focus, technical skill and​
​develop creativity, conceptual intent, and​
​technical skills working with some​
​autonomy in their artmaking.​

​●​ ​Experiment with and create artworks in a​
​range of traditional, technological and​
​multimedia expressive forms​

​●​ ​Undertake a​​Differentiated Extension​
​Enrichment Project​​(DEEP) tailored to​
​their own area of interest and skills.​

​●​ ​This is akin to a Proto Body of Work and​
​best prepares students for the creation​
​process of the Body of Work​

​Students develop skills to:​
​●​ ​Critically and creatively think by​

​interpreting, theorising and writing​
​about practice in artmaking, art​
​criticism, and art history​

​●​ ​Creatively resolve a Body of Work​
​(artwork) honing creativity, innovation,​
​problem solving and technical skills​
​working in a chosen Expressive form​

​●​ ​Make decisions, organisational and​
​self-management skills working with​
​increasing autonomy in the creation of​
​a Body of Work​

​●​ ​Confidently communicate, interpret​
​and explore the relationships between​
​artists, artworks, the world and​
​audiences and to apply these to layer​
​their investigations into how visual​
​imagery shapes ideas in the world​

​ASSESSMENT: HSC COURSE​

​External Assessment​ ​Weighting​ ​Internal School Assessment​ ​Weighting​

​●​ ​Submission of a Body of Work​
​●​ ​Art criticism and art history​

​1½ hour written paper​

​50%​
​50%​

​●​ ​Artmaking the Body of Work​
​●​ ​Art criticism and art history​

​50%​
​50%​

​100​ ​100​



​PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND DIGITAL IMAGING​
​(1 Unit – Preliminary Course Only)​

​Photography, Video and Digital Imaging​​offers students​​the opportunity to explore​
​contemporary artistic practices that make use of photography, video and digital​
​imaging. 70% of this course is practical.​

​These future and digital skills of visual communication are increasingly sought after​
​in our digital world.​

​These fields of artistic practice resonate within students’ experience and are highly​
​relevant to contemporary ways of interpreting the world. The course offers​
​opportunities for investigation into one or more of these fields and develops students’​
​understanding and skills, which contribute to an informed critical practice.​

​Students are exposed to opportunities to participate in exhibitions and competitions,​
​as well as present their work in an online portfolio.​

​The course is designed to enable students to:​
​●​ ​Gain​ ​increasing​ ​accomplishment​ ​and​ ​independence​ ​in​ ​the​ ​fields​ ​of​

​photography,​ ​video​ ​and​ ​digital​​imaging​​and​​understand​​and​​value​​how​​these​
​fields of practice invite different interpretations and explanations.​

​●​ ​Engage​ ​in​ ​tasks​ ​that​ ​stimulate​ ​and​ ​extend​ ​their​ ​creativity​ ​working​ ​with​ ​21st​
​Century​ ​modes​ ​of​ ​visual​ ​communication​ ​as​ ​well​ ​as​ ​develop​ ​their​ ​skills​ ​in​
​innovation, digital literacy, collaboration and problem solving.​

​●​ ​Develop a broad range of 21​​st​ ​Century technical and​​digital skills in using a DSLR​
​camera for both photography and film, as well as skills in the Adobe Creative​
​suite to successfully edit and manipulate photographic works and produce​
​short films in innovative ways.​

​●​ ​Critically interpret digital artistic practices, expanding their capabilities in​
​communicating and understanding through critical and historical studies.​

​●​ ​Work both individually and collaboratively with peers to develop teamwork​
​skills to solve complex problems.​

​Course Requirements: Students are required to​
​●​ ​Keep a photographic journal throughout the course.​
​●​ ​Study in the practice of Photographers, Video and/or Digital Imaging artists to​

​inform their own Making.​
​●​ ​Mandatory OHS module.​

​Equipment:​
​●​ ​DSLR digital camera, video equipment and studio access is provided.​

​*NOTE: This subject is offered as a one-unit course. This unit does not count in the​
​ATAR. Successful completion of this course is listed on the candidate’s HSC​

​Assessment:​

​Making​ ​Critical and Historical Studies​

​70%​ ​30%​

​70% of the PVDI course is practical​



​TECHNOLOGICAL & APPLIED STUDIES  (TAS) - Stage 6​
​NESA Course descriptions​​Technological and Applied​​Studies Stage 6​

​TEXTILES AND DESIGN - 2 UNIT​
​The study of Textiles and Design gives students an opportunity to develop advanced creative skills​
​in the areas of designing and textile technologies. Both traditional and innovative techniques are​
​explored. Students spend 50% of class time and assessment work on practical and folio work.​

​For the HSC, students complete a Major Textiles Project of their choice. This Project is externally​
​marked by the NESA and consists of practical and supporting documentation.​

​COURSE OBJECTIVES.​​Students will develop:​
​•​ ​knowledge and understanding of the functional and​​aesthetic requirements of textiles for a range of​

​applications​
​•​ ​practical skills in design and manipulation of textiles through the use of appropriate technology​
​•​ ​the ability to apply knowledge and understanding of the properties and performance of textiles to the​

​development and manufacture of textile items​
​•​ ​skills in experimentation, critical analysis and the discriminatory selection of textiles for specific end-uses​
​•​ ​knowledge and understanding of Australian Textile, Clothing, Footwear and Allied Industries​
​•​ ​an appreciation of the significance of textiles in society.​

​It is not necessary to have studied Textiles Technology in Years 9/10 to elect Year 11/12 Textiles & Design.​

​PRELIMINARY COURSE - 50% of the course is practical​
​The focus of the preliminary course is on advanced skill development.​​Students will​
​undertake a series of mini projects and study the following topics which includes:​

​Design​​theory, appropriate design studies and communication​​techniques​ ​40%​

​Properties and Performance of Textiles​​includes fabric,​​yarn and fibre studies​ ​50%​

​Australian Textile, Clothing, Footwear and Allied Industries​​topic includes an overview of​
​the Australian textiles industry and a study of the quality and value of textiles​

​10%​

​HSC COURSE​

​Design​​includes study of historical design development,​​the influence of culture on​
​textiles, fabric decoration and an investigation of contemporary designers​

​20%​

​Properties and Performance of Textiles​​includes a​​study of end-use applications and new​
​innovations​

​20%​

​Australian Textile, Clothing, Footwear and Allied Industries​
​includes a study of current issues, the marketplace and appropriate technology and​
​environmental sustainability​

​10%​

​Major Textiles Project​​(representing 50% of class​​time)​
​The project focus may be selected from: apparel, furnishings, costume, textile arts,​
​non-apparel. The project takes the form of a practical application and supporting​
​documentation. The supporting documentation has maximum page specifications of 12​
​A3 pages.​

​50%​

​HSC Examination​
​Examination:1½ Hours​ ​50%​
​Major Textiles Project​ ​50%​ ​(25% Practical Project​​and 25% Supporting Document)​

https://www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/stage-6-learning-areas/tas


​FOOD TECHNOLOGY - 2 UNIT​

​In​ ​this​ ​course​ ​students​ ​will​ ​develop​ ​a​ ​broad​ ​knowledge​ ​of​ ​Food​ ​Technology,​ ​that​ ​is,​ ​the​ ​knowledge​ ​and​
​activities​​that​​relate​​to​​meeting​​food​​needs​​and​​wants.​ ​They​​will​​gain​​an​​appreciation​​of​​the​​importance​​of​
​food​ ​for​ ​the​ ​wellbeing​ ​of​ ​the​ ​individual​ ​and​ ​the​ ​social​​and​​economic​​future​​of​​Australia.​ ​The​​knowledge​
​gained​ ​will​ ​enable​ ​students​ ​to​ ​make​ ​informed​ ​responses​ ​to​ ​changes​ ​in​ ​the​ ​food​ ​production​ ​and​
​consumption​ ​continuum​ ​and​ ​exert​ ​an​ ​influence​​on​​future​​developments​​in​​the​​food​​industry​​as​​educated​
​citizens and in their future careers.​

​COURSE OBJECTIVES​
​Students will develop:​
​●​ ​Knowledge and understanding about food systems in the production, processing and consumption of​

​food and an appreciation of their impact on society.​
​●​ ​Knowledge and understanding about the nature of food and human nutrition and an appreciation of the​

​importance of food to health.​
​●​ ​Skills in researching, analysing and communicating food issues.​
​●​ ​Skills in experimenting and preparing food by applying theoretical concepts.​
​●​ ​Skills in designing, implementing and evaluating solutions to food situations.​

​PRELIMINARY  COURSE​

​Food Availability and Selection​ ​30%​
​●​ ​influences on food availability​
​●​ ​factors affecting food selection​

​Food Quality​ ​40%​
​●​ ​safe storage of food​
​●​ ​safe preparation and presentation of food​
​●​ ​sensory characteristics of food​
​●​ ​functional properties of food​

​Nutrition​ ​30%​
​●​ ​food nutrients​
​●​ ​diets for optimum nutrition​

​HSC COURSE​

​Australian Food Industry​ ​25%​
​●​ ​sectors of the AFI; aspects of the AFI; policy and legislation​
​Food Manufacture​ ​25%​
​●​ ​production and processing of food; preservation; packaging, storage and​

​distribution​
​Food Product Development​ ​25%​
​●​ ​factors which impact on FPD; reasons for and types of FPD; steps in FPD;​

​marketing plans​
​Contemporary Nutrition  Issues​ ​25%​
​●​ ​diet and health in Australia, influences on nutritional status​

​Students also undertake​​practical​​activities in order​​to complete mandatory requirements,​
​these include:​
​•​ ​Experiments to analyse the properties of foods​
​•​ ​Food product development​
​•​ ​Preparation of food to enhance the study of nutritional analysis, sensory perception, food selection​

​and availability, food photography​
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