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​ Accelerated in Focus 

Over the coming editions of the HPGE Spotlight, we will be showcasing our Accelerated Learning programs 
and the important role they play in supporting high-potential students. Acceleration is a key strategy within 
the High Potential and Gifted Education (HPGE) framework, enabling students to engage with curriculum at 
a level that matches their readiness, capability and rate of learning. By providing access to more complex 
content, increased academic challenge, and opportunities for deeper application, accelerated pathways 
support students to extend their thinking, develop advanced skills, and achieve their full potential.  

 

Accelerated Business – From Financial Labs to Investment Analysis 

Students across our accelerated Business Studies courses have recently engaged in a series of high-impact 
financial learning experiences, designed to extend their analytical and decision-making capabilities. 

Year 10 Financial Lab: Applying Financial Decision-Making 

Year 10 Accelerated Business students participated in a dynamic Finance Strategy Lab, working through a 
series of real-world business scenarios focused on: 

●​ Forecasting financial performance 
●​ Monitoring business outcomes against performance standards 
●​ Evaluating financial data and trends 
●​ Recommending strategic and operational responses 

Through rotating “stations”, students analysed business case data, calculated projections, identified 
variances, and made evidence-based recommendations. This required them to move beyond calculations 
and engage in higher-order evaluation and judgement, particularly when determining financial risks and 
proposing corrective actions. 
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Year 11 Financial Investigation: Evaluating Financial Performance  

Building on these skills, Year 11 students undertook a Finance Investigation Challenge, simulating the role of 
financial consultants advising investors. 

Students analysed the financial performance of multiple businesses, applying their understanding of: 

●​ Profitability, liquidity, and financial stability ratios 
●​ Internal and external influences on performance 
●​ Financial risk and strategic positioning 

 

Working through a structured checkpoint system, students were required to justify which business 
represented the strongest investment opportunity using detailed financial evidence . 
 
Across both experiences, students demonstrated strong capability in: 
 

●​ Interpreting complex financial data 
●​ Applying knowledge in unfamiliar and dynamic contexts 
●​ Constructing evidence-based financial judgements 

 
These activities reflect our commitment to providing challenging, differentiated learning experiences that 
support high-potential students in developing advanced analytical and  evaluative skills required for the 
Preliminary and HSC Business Studies courses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Us 
If you would like more information about the HPGE Program or HPGE initiatives, or if you would like to bring 
any related matters to our attention, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Kirsty Allen, Head Teacher HPGE 
Northmead Creative and Performing Arts High School 
28 Campbell Street 
Northmead NSW 2152 
9630 4116 
northmead-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Visit us on the web at Northmead Creative and Performing Arts High School. 
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