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As the school year draws to a close, this edition of the HPGE Spotlight provides an opportunity to reflect on
the learning, growth and achievements of students involved in the High Potential and Gifted Education
(HPGE) program at Northmead Creative and Performing Arts High School.

Throughout 2025, students across multiple year groups have engaged in learning experiences designed to
challenge their thinking, develop independence and extend their potential. From complex classroom
investigations to national competitions, authentic projects and creative performances, our students have
demonstrated curiosity, perseverance and intellectual engagement across the intellectual, creative,
social-emotional and physical domains of the HPGE framework.

HPGE in Action: Learning Beyond the Classroom

Across our classrooms, teachers design learning experiences that extend students beyond the standard
curriculum through deeper thinking and complex problem solving.

For example:

e Mathematics students tackled non-routine problems through competitions such as the Kangourou
sans Frontieres and the Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge, applying logic and reasoning to
unfamiliar scenarios. These opportunities encourage students to think creatively and explore
multiple solution pathways.

e Science students participated in national programs such as the Big Science Competition and Junior
Science Olympiad, where they applied scientific knowledge to real-world problems and complex
inquiry tasks. These experiences help students develop critical thinking and scientific
communication skills.

e HSIE students explored global and historical issues through initiatives such as Model United
Nations, the Australian History Competition and inquiry-based projects on sustainable cities and
urban planning. These activities encourage students to analyse evidence, debate ideas and develop
global awareness.

e English students extended their communication and creative writing skills through debating, writing
workshops with professional authors, public speaking competitions and literary inquiry projects
inspired by texts such as Fahrenheit 451. These opportunities nurture both analytical thinking and
creative expression.




And beyond academic classrooms, students also demonstrated creativity and performance excellence
through the Creative and Performing Arts faculty, participating in an impressive number of dance festivals,
music ensembles, drama showcases and visual arts exhibitions that provided authentic opportunities to
perform and exhibit work in professional settings

Encouraging Curiosity, Creativity and Inquiry

A central goal of the HPGE program is to support students in becoming independent thinkers and lifelong
learners.

Throughout the year, students have been encouraged to:

investigate topics in greater depth

analyse information from multiple sources
collaborate with peers to solve complex problems
apply knowledge in unfamiliar contexts
communicate ideas clearly and confidently

These experiences help students develop not only strong academic skills, but also the curiosity, resilience
and confidence needed to pursue their interests and aspirations.

Looking Ahead

The success of the HPGE program is made possible through the commitment of our teachers, students and
families, whose support creates a learning environment where students feel encouraged to challenge
themselves and explore their potential.

As we look ahead to the coming year, we remain committed to providing rich learning experiences that
continue to challenge, inspire and support our high-potential learners.

We thank our staff and students for their dedication and look forward to sharing more examples of HPGE
learning in the year ahead.

Contact Us

If you would like more information about the HPGE Program or HPGE initiatives, or if you would like to bring
any related matters to our attention, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Kirsty Allen, HPGE Coordinator
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