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This week we want to take a moment to give a big shout-out to the people who help make 

every single school day possible; our amazing school administrative and support staff (SASS) and 

all our support team. This week marks SASS Recognition Week, a time to celebrate and 

acknowledge the incredible contribution of our school administrative and support staff. They’re 



the ones working tirelessly behind the scenes to keep things running smoothly and making sure 

our kids (and teachers!) are supported in every way. We’re so thankful for all that they do. 

 There’s also been plenty to celebrate around NEPS lately. From student podcasts and GEM 

Awards to public speaking winners, and the chance to hear from Paralympian Raissa Martin 

(Goalball). Raissa shared her inspiring story with our students, sparking some powerful 

conversations around inclusivity, empathy, and the barriers people with visible and invisible 

disabilities face in sport and life. She left everyone feeling really uplifted and reminded us that 

there’s always something to be proud of here. 

 Of course, what makes NEPS really special is the everyday learning and effort happening in 

every classroom. Reading out the weekly merit awards and hearing about the perseverance, 

growth, and achievements of our students is always such a highlight. 

 A special congratulations goes to our Tournament of Minds team – Tatiana K, Clara BH, Freya C, 

Arousha M, Sophia C, Sophia B, and Esther W, who competed in the regional finals on Sunday 

31st August. They came away with 2nd place and Honours, an outstanding achievement! Over 

six weeks they worked together to come up with a solution to a tricky challenge, memorised 

their lines, and built incredible props, all on their own, with no outside help. A huge thank you 

as well to Miss Partridge and Miss Varagnolo for their support and guidance throughout the 

process. 

 You might also notice we’re doing a bit of fine-tuning with our attendance procedures. The 

main change you’ll see is that you can no longer select a reason for an absence in School Bytes. 

Instead, parents can pop the reason into the comment box, and then our staff will apply the 

right code. Giving clear and thorough information helps us keep the rolls accurate and support 

your child properly. The same goes for late arrivals; a clear reason helps us do our job well. 

Thanks so much for working with us as we improve this process. 

 A quick reminder that our Father’s Day Breakfast is on this Friday morning under the COLA. 

Check out the P&C’s info for the finer details, but we can’t wait to see lots of dads, carers, and 

families there for a lovely morning together. See further in this newsletter for more information. 

  Finally, keep an eye out for updates on our 2025 Art Show. It’s always a standout event on the 

NEPS calendar, and planning is well underway. More detailed information will be communicated 

over the next couple of days.   

Todd Daniels I Relieving Principal 

Newcastle East Public School 



NEPS Art Show 

 

Check-in Assessments - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6 

The Check-in assessment is a NSW Department of Education online literacy and numeracy 

assessment designed to support schools in assessing and monitoring student learning. Students 

in Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 will complete a literacy and numeracy assessment. Students in year 6 will 

also complete a writing assessment. At NEPS these assessments have been scheduled for the 

following weeks:  

Week 7 (1 - 5 September) - Numeracy  

Week 8 (8 - 12 September) - Writing (Year 6 only)  

Week 9 (15 - 19 September) - Catch up week for any absent students   

The assessment results will be used alongside school-based data to identify how students are 

performing in literacy, numeracy and writing and to help teachers tailor their teaching more 



specifically to student needs. Students with disabilities will receive the same level of support 

during the assessment they would normally receive in the classroom.   

Should you have any questions, please reach out to your child’s class teacher or to me directly.  

Kind regards,  

Megan Saffioti  

Assistant Principal Curriculum & Instruction  

Celebrating Culture at The Junction Public School: Infant's Cultural 

Day  

Last Thursday, The Junction Public School warmly hosted the annual Infant's Cultural Day, a 

vibrant and meaningful event that brings together Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students 

from all primary schools that feed into Newcastle High School. This special day is dedicated to 

cultural learning and development, providing a unique opportunity for our youngest students to 

connect with and celebrate their rich heritage.  

The day was filled with engaging activities, including traditional art, sport, and dance, allowing 

students to express their creativity and embrace their cultural identities. From painting and 

crafting to lively dance performances and friendly sporting competitions, every moment was 

infused with joy and a deep sense of community.  

Infant's Cultural Day is an annual event for both primary and infant students, fostering a strong 

connection to culture from an early age and creating lasting memories. The enthusiasm and 

happiness shared by all participants truly highlighted the importance of celebrating and 

preserving Indigenous cultures within our schools  

It was wonderful to see the students having such a great time, learning new skills, and building 

friendships across schools. Events like these not only enrich our students' educational 

experience but also strengthen the bonds within our community, celebrating the diversity that 

makes us proud.  

We look forward to continuing this cherished tradition each year and inspiring even more 

students to engage with and appreciate their cultural heritage.  



 

 



 

 



 

GEM AWARDS 

Mary V (KTV) 

Oskar V(3/4R) 

Class Awards 

KP 

• Edith C 

• James R 

KTV 

• Frankie A 

• Hendricks C 

1B 

• Kai R 

• Elisabeth V 



1/2B 

• Leo S 

• Lotte T 

1/2R 

• Lachlan C 

• Edith B 

2H 

• Olivia C 

• Mia Z 

• Stella C N 

3/4DJ 

• Elliot S 

• Annika C 

3/4R 

• Leo M 

• Elva F B 

5/6DJ 

• Max D 

• Ziggy R 

5/6KM 

• Izzy C 

• Villads S 

5/6P 

• Tatiana K 

• Olive W 



Public Speaking Results  

Last Tuesday we held our annual public speaking finals and, as usual, the standard of speeches 

was exceptional. Congratulations to all the children who were selected to speak in front of their 

peers. What a daunting task; not only for our speakers, but our adjudicators as well! We wish 

the two winners from each stage the best of luck as they head off to schools all over Newcastle 

this week to represent our school at the zone level of the competition.   

Early Stage 1 Finalists  

Eve C, Edith C, Ilka T, James R, Maya S  

Winners: Edith and James  

 

Stage 1 Finalists  

Halle D, Victor BC, Mia Z, Jackson C, Elkie S  

Winners: Halle and Jackson  

  

Stage 2 Finalists  

Sebastian A, Darcey C, Finlay T, Leylim K, Rory M  

Winners: Darcey and Sebastian  

  

Stage 3 Finalists  

Scarlett F, Freya C, Clara BH, Lily N, Sophia C  

Winners: Freya and Clara  

 SECOND EPISODE OF THE UNNAMED PODCAST 

This term, some of our Stage 3 students have had the exciting opportunity to be part of our very 

first NEPS podcast team. Together, they have been busy brainstorming ideas, writing scripts, 

recording episodes, and editing their work to bring you The Unnamed Podcast.  

The voices you have been hearing so far belong to Davi, Grace, Ari, Bruno, Mia T, Arousha, 

Esther, Martha, Audrey and Sophia C.  



Felix, Mano, Haaken and Jack N have been our amazing tech team for our first episodes. They 

have been learning lots of new skills, too.  

We hope you have enjoyed our first two episodes of The Unnamed Podcast.   

At the same time, Ernie, Lucas, Matteo and Mia D have been working on a second podcast. The 

first episodes of their Dungeons and Dragons (DnD) podcast will be released later this week.   

We are proud to introduce the talented students behind this creative project, who have worked 

with enthusiasm and teamwork to make our school’s podcasting journey come to life!  

Mrs Kirkman and Ms Hicks  

  

Our second episode of The Unnamed Podcast has just been released and it's packed full of fun. 

The Gossip Girls are talking about KPop Demon Hunters, Sophia and Audrey interview Vinnie 

and Lily about the Great Aussie Bush Camp and the mystery sound is uncovered. Make sure you 

tune in for a very eventful episode! 

Listen here: https://www.wevideo.com/view/3874787268 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https:%2F%2Fwww.wevideo.com%2Fview%2F3874787268%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZjN0SHJxdDlKZTNtR3hYNAEeIkGmyH9hp3b8Z6-P4mPs6mPWcAgR3t1dVIxoFKcG_Ntb_7yNgWmYltszIvk_aem_l1hCTsAQd4KZTj8ZgVcbCQ&data=05|02|MELANIE.HICKS%40det.nsw.edu.au|beb15299c127478e8a1808dde838de4a|05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991|0|0|638922053122172516|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=%2Bn4t3J8iFnpIs8gkQsqCqjm1pz%2BH2qy1%2FA2JBcX8HUw%3D&reserved=0


 

 



NEPS P&C News 

 

Welcome to Week 7 from the P&C.  

Father’s Day Breakfast – Friday 5th September                   

Mark your calendars! Join us for a delicious BBQ breakfast from 7:30 am – come along, grab a 

bacon and egg roll, and enjoy a chat with our wonderful school community. To help the morning 

run smoothly, we’re calling for helpers from 7:15 am to assist with set up. If you’re able to lend 

a hand, please let the front office know, or simply turn up on the day and we’ll find a job for you. 

Your support will make this special morning even better!  

We’re also excited to share that this year’s Father’s Day gifts feature special logos designed by 

our very own Laura Quinn. Head over to Flexischools to purchase a stubbie holder or cap – or 

grab both in a bundle and save! Orders close this Thursday, so don’t miss out. Every purchase 

supports our school community while celebrating the amazing dads, grandads, and carers in our 

children’s lives.  

               School Art Show & Disco – Get Ready!           

Save the date! On Thursday 11th September, our school will come alive with music, colour and 

creativity.  

Doors open at 5:30 pm with a fun-filled disco to kick off the night, followed by our Art 

Exhibition upstairs, showcasing the amazing work of our students.  

Tickets are available now on Flexischools – just $20 for a family ticket. Don’t miss out on this 

fantastic community event!  

Here are some important dates to put in your calendars:   

  

Father’s Day Breakfast – Friday 5th September  

Art Show and School Disco – Thursday 11th September   

End of Term 3- Friday 26th September  



NEPS Carols Spectacular – Thursday 4th December  

 

Fruit Box Fundraiser 

     Weekly Fruit & Veg Boxes Are Back!       

We’re excited to bring back our Weekly Fruit & Veg Boxes fundraiser this term — and we’ve 

made it even better with three great options to suit every family: 

· Small Fruit & Veg Box – $47 

· Large Fruit & Veg Box – $67 

· Fruit Only Box – $47 



Each box sold raises $10 for our school, making it a delicious and easy way to support our 

community! 

These boxes are packed with fresh, seasonal produce and are perfect for busy households — 

with fruit break sorted and one less thing to think about on your grocery list! 

Check out the flyer for all the details and how to order. Let’s keep those lunchboxes full and our 

school thriving! 

 



 

Get in touch if you are interested in joining the P&C or helping with any of the events. We 

would love some extra hands and ideas!   

pcneps@gmail.com  

 

     Canteen Helpers Wanted!  

Got a spare Thursday or Friday morning? Come lend a hand in the canteen! It ’s a great way to 

support our school, help Nadia, and enjoy some fun while preparing lunches. Give it a try—we’d 

love to see you! Follow the link to sign up. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044CABAC23A1FC1-57452401-canteen 

 

Friday Pizza Update!       

Good news pizza lovers – we’ve added a brand-new topping option to our Friday pizzas! If 

you’re craving that veggie vibe, you can now choose from mushroom, capsicum, artichoke, or 

olives. Delicious and fresh, perfect for a Friday treat! 

 

mailto:pcneps@gmail.com


           FREE FRUIT ALERT!            Thanks to Woolies, students can enjoy FREE fresh fruit from 

the canteen every Wednesday, Thursday & Friday. Don’t forget to remind the kids to grab a 

healthy snack!  

 

OOSH - Out of School Hours Care 

 



 

Vacation Care September 29th to October 10th 2025 

 



 

 

School Bytes Tip of the Week 

The School Bytes parent portal provides parents and carers with the convenient option to 

translate portal content into various languages. The language conversion tool is easily accessible 

in the bottom right-hand corner of the parent portal and offers conversion options for the most 

widely spoken languages globally. 

To help in identifying translations, a handy flag identifier guide is available, Language conversion 

flag identifier. 

https://support.schoolbytes.education/hc/en-us/articles/9161503239055-Parent-Portal-

Language-conversion 

Please note: The language conversion tool is unavailable in the School Bytes app version of the 

parent portal, therefore it is recommended to use the language conversion tool using a 

browser.  

https://support.schoolbytes.education/hc/en-us/articles/6846756184591
https://support.schoolbytes.education/hc/en-us/articles/6846756184591


Kindergarten 2026 

 

Creative Writing Club at NEPS 

Does your child love stories, have a big imagination, or just enjoy putting pencil to paper? Then 

they’ll love being part of the Creative Writing Club at NEPS!  

        When? Wednesday mornings 7:45- 8:45  

     Where? NEPS School Library  

      Who? All students in Years 2–6  

This exciting program is designed to inspire and support young writers as they build their 

confidence and creativity. Through fun, hands-on activities, students will:  

• Explore storytelling, poetry, and creative expression  

• Build key literacy skills in an enjoyable way  

• Learn writing tips from real authors  

• Share ideas in a friendly, supportive environment  

Whether your child is a budding author or just starting out, this club is the perfect space to 

learn, grow, and have fun with words.  

       Spots are limited – don’t miss out!  



To register or find out more, please contact Ed using the details below.  

Let their imagination soar with the Creative Writing Club at NEPS!                  

 



Bricks4Kidz 

 



Join a School Band 

 

Spanish Sessions 
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