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What a fantastic day we had at our Book Fair! The costumes were amazing, the smiles were 

everywhere, and it was so lovely to see our community come together to make the event such a 

success. A big thank you to everyone who helped out or came along to support and to Mrs 



Mason. Without her support, this event would not be the same. The Book Fair will stay open 

before and after school until Wednesday afternoon this week, so there’s still plenty of time for 

students (and parents!) to grab a few goodies.  

Events like this are also a great reminder of just how important books and reading are. Reading 

helps our children grow their imagination, build knowledge, and see the world through different 

perspectives. Whether it’s curling up with a favourite story or discovering something brand new, 

every book opens the door to endless opportunities.  

Have you heard the buzz? Miss Hicks and Mrs Kirkman have teamed up with some of our very 

talented senior students to launch a brand-new school podcast! Cleverly called The Unnamed 

Podcast, it’s already got us hooked with its mix of fun topics, including one of my favourite 

segments, “Guess the Sound.” The students have shown so much creativity and teamwork in 

bringing this idea to life, and we’re excited to say this won’t be a one-off. We’ll be continuing 

the podcast regularly, so make sure you check it out and let us know what you think. We’d love 

to hear your feedback!  

Follow this link to check it out - https://www.wevideo.com/view/3863640011   

At assembly yesterday, I shared how proud I am of our students here at NEPS. We’ve had a few 

new students join our school recently, and it was so easy to reassure their families that their 

children would be in safe and caring hands. Our students really showed what our school values 

of Respect, Connect, and Thrive look like in action:  

• They showed Respect by being kind and understanding.  

• They showed Connect by inviting new students into games and conversations.  

• They helped everyone Thrive by creating an environment where learning and 

friendships come naturally.  

Looking ahead to the rest of the year, I want to remind everyone that we’re here to work with 

you to make sure your child is happy and thriving at school. We know that life can sometimes 

throw up challenges, and we want to be there to support you in keeping school a positive and 

consistent part of your child’s routine. A big part of this is consistent attendance.   

If your child is away, please let us know as soon as you can. Of course, kids will get sick from 

time to time, but where possible, appointments should happen outside of school hours and 

family holidays during the term breaks.  

If your child is ever feeling anxious about coming to school, please reach out to their teacher or 

to me directly, we’re always here to help. There are also some excellent resources for families 

on the NSW Department of Education website.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wevideo.com%2Fview%2F3863640011&data=05|02|Todd.Daniels1%40det.nsw.edu.au|ab700bb3910e443ced1308dde440714e|05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991|0|0|638917687627338813|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=0MgOHcQq4Iy3AKRoG%2B9pJY0HAF6sOm6W9q6lj6lWhV8%3D&reserved=0


Thank you for being such an important part of our NEPS community and for continuing to work 

alongside us. Together, we can make sure every student gets the benefits of regular attendance, 

exciting learning opportunities, and that sense of belonging that makes our school so special.   

Todd Daniels 

Rel. Principal 

NEPS Art Show 

 

Check-in Assessments - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6 

The Check-in assessment is a NSW Department of Education online literacy and numeracy 

assessment designed to support schools in assessing and monitoring student learning. Students 

in Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 will complete a literacy and numeracy assessment. Students in year 6 will 

also complete a writing assessment. At NEPS these assessments have been scheduled for the 

following weeks:  

Week 6 (25 - 29 August) - Reading  



Week 7 (1 - 5 September) - Numeracy  

Week 8 (8 - 12 September) - Writing (Year 6 only)  

Week 9 (15 - 19 September) - Catch up week for any absent students   

The assessment results will be used alongside school-based data to identify how students are 

performing in literacy, numeracy and writing and to help teachers tailor their teaching more 

specifically to student needs. Students with disabilities will receive the same level of support 

during the assessment they would normally receive in the classroom.   

Should you have any questions, please reach out to your child’s class teacher or to me directly.  

Kind regards,  

Megan Saffioti  

Assistant Principal Curriculum & Instruction  

HPGE News 

At NEPS, the staff has been taking part in professional learning about the NSW High Potential 

and Gifted Education (HPGE) policy.   

The HPGE policy was introduced as a contemporary, evidence-based framework aimed at 

identifying and supporting students who demonstrate high potential across a broader range of 

domains than previous approaches to Gifted and Talented education.  

 The policy reflects current research and promotes equitable, inclusive practices by recognising 

high potential in the intellectual, creative, social-emotional, and physical domains.   

Its focus is on early identification and the implementation of responsive, evidence-informed 

teaching strategies that enable students to thrive and achieve their personal best across diverse 

areas of ability.  

As teachers, we look for the potential in every child. We use our expertise in classroom 

differentiation to cater for the learning needs of every student. Through identification of 

potential and explicit, planned guidance and teaching, we assist our students to reach their own 

personal best.   



 

GEM AWARDS 

• Alfie S-L 

• Barbara B 

• Liam R 

Class Awards 

KP 

• Hunter J 

• Estelle L 

KTV 

• Willa J 

• Harper Z 

1B 

• Isabelle C 

• Kai R 

1/2B 

• Koa K 

• Evaliah J 

1/2R 

• Max Mc 

• Tyanna S 



2H 

• Ivy L 

• Quinn S 

3/4DJ 

• Pippi C 

• Marcel C 

3/4R 

• Chanu WWP 

• Darcy M 

5/6DJ 

• Charlie H 

• Bede M 

5/6KM 

• Taj S 

• Mai T 

5/6P 

• Zara T 

• Dylan M 



Stage 3 Great Aussie Bush Camp 

 

 



 

 



 

Stage 3 students had three action-packed days at the Great Aussie Bush Camp, filled with new 

challenges, team spirit, and plenty of laughter.   

From the moment we arrived, there was an unmistakable buzz of excitement. Not only for the 

activities ahead, but for the novelty of having a sleepover with friends. Wildlife sightings added 

to the fun, with kangaroos grazing nearby, kookaburras calling from the trees, and plenty of 

curious possums who weren’t the least bit shy about joining us.   

Day One saw students launch into initiatives, the giant swing, canoeing, and archery, before 

ending the evening at the colourful and energetic “County Fair.” This was where we saw future 

business owners and entrepreneurs in action; managing finances, negotiating sale prices, 

working hard to keep their stalls running, and eagerly spending their hard-earned camp cash at 

other stalls. A special shout out goes to Vinnie and his team, who worked tirelessly at their fairy 

bread and chocolate brownie stall and ended the night with a significant amount of camp cash, 

earning them the first spin on the prize wheel.   

Day Two brought a full schedule; canoeing, archery, high ropes, the exhilarating power fan, bush 

craft, initiatives, and the flying fox. Some students even capped off their canoeing session with a 

refreshing swim, proving their adventurous spirit extended beyond the official activities. Cabin 

life quickly became part of the fun, with students taking Mrs Kirkman’s cabin inspections very 



seriously. Parents would have been proud of the tidiness and teamwork on display as beds were 

made, clothes folded, and shoes neatly lined up in preparation for the all-important judging. 

The evening was just as lively, with games night and a disco keeping the energy high.  

Before heading home on Day Three, the adventure continued with more power fan, flying fox, 

and archery sessions. Our teachers also rose to the challenge, with Mrs Powell, Mr Butterworth, 

and Mrs Kirkman bravely tackling the giant swing, flying fox, and the truly nerve-testing power 

fan. There’s nothing quite like climbing a 13-metre-high power pole, taking a deep breath, and 

stepping off into thin air, an experience equal parts terrifying and exhilarating!  

By the time the buses were loaded, we had a happy, proud, and understandably tired group of 

students and teachers reflecting on a truly memorable camp.  

Our sincere thanks go to the amazing camp staff for their professionalism and encouragement, 

and to our families for entrusting us with this big experience. The skills, confidence, and 

friendships developed over these three days will stay with our students for years to come.               

-Mrs Kirkman, Mrs Powell & Mr Butterworth  

Bullying No Way Week 

 



 

 

During Bullying No Way Week, our senior members of the SRC took charge with inspiring anti-

bullying lessons for our K-2 students. Through thoughtful discussions, they unpacked the big 

question of, what is bullying? SRC members then explored family members, trusted adults and 

friends who they could turn to for support, and how to support others—echoing the national 

theme of “Be Bold. Be Kind. Speak Up”.  

Students joined together to form a school-of-fish collage, now proudly displayed in the front 

office. This display reminds us of the people we can turn to for help, in our community circle, 

and reminds us that we are all different, and that’s ok. Our 3-6 students made posters around 

the school, which serve as daily reminders of our shared commitment to kindness and safety. 

They also participated in a webinar, hosted by the eSafety commissioner on ‘Being an eSafe 

Kid’.   

Please see the eSafety commissioner website for advice on cyber bullying and the Bullying No 

Way website for resources to support your child.   

https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/cyberbullying  

https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics/cyberbullying


https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/  

  

A big thank you to our SRC for leading this meaningful initiative.   

Check out The Unnamed Podcast! 

This week our podcast team dropped the very first episode of The Unnamed Podcast! In it, we 

chat about one of the latest pop-culture trends, put one of our awesome teachers in the hot 

seat for an interview and play a trivia game with some of our friends at school. New episodes 

will be out every Friday on our school’s socials and in the newsletter the next Tuesday. Thanks 

for tuning in and supporting our student voices! Check next week’s newsletter to meet our 

awesome team.  

– The Unnamed Podcast Team  

Link to Episode 1: WeVideo  

 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/
https://www.wevideo.com/view/3863640011


PSSA Girls' Soccer Knockout - Rd 3 & 4 

 



 

 



 

On Thursday 14th August, our girls’ soccer team took to the pristine all-weather pitch at Lake 

Macquarie Regional Football Facility — a welcome change after the recent rain and ground 

closures across the region.  

Facing two very strong sides, the girls gave it absolutely everything. They defeated Hamilton PS 

4–2 in the first match before going down 6–0 to Tighes Hill PS in the second. What made me 

most proud was not just their skill, but their sportsmanship - remaining supportive, encouraging, 

and united even in defeat.  

Special mentions go to Arousha for bravely stepping into goalkeeper duties, to Vivienne for 

filling in and treating us to Olympic-style throw-ins, and to the whole team for their outstanding 

effort this year to reach this stage of the competition. Big thanks as well to our chaperones and 

supporters, AKA mums, dads and grandparents.  

We wish Tighes Hill PS the very best as they continue their journey in the competition.  

— Mrs Kirkman  



PSSA Boys Knockout Soccer - Rd 5 

 

Last Monday the NEPS PSSA Boys Knockout Soccer team were finally able to play their Round 5 

match against Hamilton South PS. With the match being moved to the all-weather facility at 

Speers Point, the boys were certain of a game after numerous washed-out attempts.  

The NEPS team started the game well, with our game plan of “the best form of defence is attack” 

making us look the better of the two teams. With majority of the first half being played in the 

defensively minded Hamilton South’s half of the field, it was only a goal that was missing. But 

the game of soccer isn’t always so kind, and a corner to the Hamilton South team thirty seconds 

before half time saw the ball delivered into the box, eventually landing at the feet of one their 

players (who was standing outside of the 18-yard box) and the ball driven into the top corner of 

the net. We trailed 1 – 0 at half time.  

Hamilton South started the second half the better team, but we soon found our rhythm again. A 

slick through ball saw us one on one with the Hamilton South goalkeeper, but he quickly rushed 

out and shut down our opportunity. After pushing players forward and trying to get a goal of 

our own, Hamilton South ran the ball down the middle of the park and slotted in their second 

goal of the match. We kicked off and continued to look for a goal. Another through ball saw us 

one on one with their goalkeeper again, but he was able to make an excellent save to keep our 

goal tally at nil and knock us out of the competition.  

An unlucky day for our team, who displayed excellent skills and sportsmanship, and never 

stopped trying. All the boys represented NEPS with pride and should be proud of their efforts. 

We wish Hamilton South PS all the best in their Round 6 match.  

Mr Butterworth  



NEPS P&C News 

 

Welcome to Week 6 from the P&C. 

Book Parade Magic                What an incredible morning! A huge thank you to everyone for the 

amazing costumes on display at our Book Parade. It was wonderful to see our whole school 

community join in the fun – we even spotted the very sleepy green sheep wandering through! 

Father’s Day Breakfast – Friday 5th September                  Mark your calendars! A delicious BBQ 

breakfast will be served from 7:30 am – so come along, grab a bacon and egg roll, and enjoy a 

chat with our wonderful school community. 

We’re also excited to share that some special logos, designed by our very own Laura Quinn, 

feature on this year’s gifts. Head over to Flexischools to purchase a stubbie holder or cap – or 

grab both in a bundle and save. 

               School Art Show & Disco – Get Ready!           

Save the date! On Thursday 11th September, our school will come alive with music, colour and 

creativity. 

Doors open at 5:30 pm with a fun-filled disco to kick off the night, followed by our Art 

Exhibition upstairs, showcasing the amazing work of our students. 

Tickets are available now on Flexischools – just $20 for a family ticket. Don’t miss out on this 

fantastic community event! 

Here are some important dates to put in your calendars: 

• Father’s Day Breakfast – Friday 5th September 

• Art Show and School Disco – Thursday 11th September 

• End of Term 3- Friday 26th September 

• NEPS Carols Spectacular – Thursday 4th December 

Uniform Sale – Wednesday 29th August  



We have an abundance of pre-loved school uniforms looking for new homes! Our Uniform Sale 

will be held on Wednesday 29th August from 2:15pm. Our wonderful parent helpers will be on 

hand to assist, so pop by and grab a few extra pieces for your child’s wardrobe. It’s a great way 

to stock up, save money, and support our school community. 

Canteen Reminder 

 If you are ordering lunch for your child, please remember the cut-off time is 8:45 am. 

If you miss this cut-off, please visit the office by 9:00 am to place the order and make payment 

(cash or EFTPOS only). 

Unfortunately, we have seen an increase in unpaid lunch orders. If this continues, we will no 

longer be able to accept any orders after 8:45 am. 

We appreciate your support in helping the canteen run smoothly. 



 

Fruit Box Fundraiser 

     Weekly Fruit & Veg Boxes Are Back!       

We’re excited to bring back our Weekly Fruit & Veg Boxes fundraiser this term — and we’ve 

made it even better with three great options to suit every family: 

· Small Fruit & Veg Box – $47 

· Large Fruit & Veg Box – $67 

· Fruit Only Box – $47 

Each box sold raises $10 for our school, making it a delicious and easy way to support our 

community! 



These boxes are packed with fresh, seasonal produce and are perfect for busy households — 

with fruit break sorted and one less thing to think about on your grocery list! 

Check out the flyer for all the details and how to order. Let’s keep those lunchboxes full and our 

school thriving! 

 



 

Get in touch if you are interested in joining the P&C or helping with any of the events. We would 

love some extra hands and ideas! pcneps@gmail.com 

 

     Canteen Helpers Wanted!  

Got a spare Thursday or Friday morning? Come lend a hand in the canteen! It ’s a great way to 

support our school, help Nadia, and enjoy some fun while preparing lunches. Give it a try—we’d 

love to see you! Follow the link to sign up. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044CABAC23A1FC1-57452401-canteen 

 



Friday Pizza Update!       

Good news pizza lovers – we’ve added a brand-new topping option to our Friday pizzas! If 

you’re craving that veggie vibe, you can now choose from mushroom, capsicum, artichoke, or 

olives. Delicious and fresh, perfect for a Friday treat! 

 

           FREE FRUIT ALERT!            Thanks to Woolies, students can enjoy FREE fresh fruit from 

the canteen every Wednesday, Thursday & Friday. Don’t forget to remind the kids to grab a 

healthy snack!  

 

OOSH - Out of School Hours Care 

 



 

Vacation Care September 29th to October 10th 2025 

 



School Bytes Tip Of The Week 

 

Parent Portal: Use your credit to make a payment 

Over time refunds are given for various reasons and these are placed on your account as a 

credit.  Please keep this in mind when paying for things.  Just ask us to see if you have any credit 

and we can apply it. 

https://support.schoolbytes.education/hc/en-us/articles/5288897439119-Parent-Portal-Use-

your-credit-to-make-a-payment 

The School Bytes parent portal enables you to view all your children in one portal and process 

payments for multiple siblings in one transaction. 

Once your portal has been activated you can use it to give consent for events, process online 

payments and view the school calendar. 

Please note: Transactions made through the online payment portal will appear on your bank 

statement as 0SCHOOLSONLINE 0000 PARRAMATTA AU. 

https://support.schoolbytes.education/hc/en-us/articles/5288897439119-Parent-Portal-Use-your-credit-to-make-a-payment
https://support.schoolbytes.education/hc/en-us/articles/5288897439119-Parent-Portal-Use-your-credit-to-make-a-payment


Kindergarten 2026 

 

Creative Writing Club at NEPS 

Does your child love stories, have a big imagination, or just enjoy putting pencil to paper? Then 

they’ll love being part of the Creative Writing Club at NEPS!  

        When? Wednesday mornings 7:45- 8:45  

     Where? NEPS School Library  

      Who? All students in Years 2–6  

This exciting program is designed to inspire and support young writers as they build their 

confidence and creativity. Through fun, hands-on activities, students will:  

• Explore storytelling, poetry, and creative expression  

• Build key literacy skills in an enjoyable way  

• Learn writing tips from real authors  

• Share ideas in a friendly, supportive environment  

Whether your child is a budding author or just starting out, this club is the perfect space to 

learn, grow, and have fun with words.  

       Spots are limited – don’t miss out!  



To register or find out more, please contact Ed using the details below.  

Let their imagination soar with the Creative Writing Club at NEPS!                  

 



Bricks4Kidz 

 



Join a School Band 

 

Spanish Sessions 

 


	Hilltop News - Term 3 Week 6 2025
	From the Principal
	NEPS Art Show
	Check-in Assessments - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6
	HPGE News
	GEM AWARDS
	Class Awards
	Stage 3 Great Aussie Bush Camp
	Bullying No Way Week
	Check out The Unnamed Podcast!
	PSSA Girls' Soccer Knockout - Rd 3 & 4
	PSSA Boys Knockout Soccer - Rd 5
	NEPS P&C News
	Fruit Box Fundraiser
	OOSH - Out of School Hours Care
	Vacation Care September 29th to October 10th 2025
	School Bytes Tip Of The Week
	Kindergarten 2026
	Creative Writing Club at NEPS
	Bricks4Kidz
	Join a School Band
	Spanish Sessions

