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From the Principal 

 

What a wonderful couple of weeks it has been at NEPS. Events like Education Week and 

Grandparents Day really remind me why this school community is so special. Seeing the smiles, 

hearing the laughter, and feeling that sense of connection was a highlight for me and I hope for 

you too.  



Education Week and Grandparents Day – What a Day!  

What a special moment we had together. Despite the wet weather, our spirits stayed bright, and 

we ended up with the most amazing celebration. It was such a joy to see our extended NEPS 

family, students, parents, grandparents, carers and friends, come together to celebrate what a 

truly wonderful group of young people we have here.  

A huge shout out to our incredible NEPS staff. Every day, their dedication shines through in 

every classroom you step into. Their professionalism, creativity and commitment to constantly 

improving are what make this school so special. Special thanks to Alisha Doran for pulling 

together such a fantastic event, and an extra thank you to everyone who helped organise the 

Performing Arts groups for assembly. The performances were simply outstanding.  

Looking Ahead – Igniting Potential  

With Education Week fresh in our minds, it is a great time to talk about what is ahead for NEPS. 

This year’s theme, Ignite Your Potential, is the perfect reflection of the amazing things 

happening here. We have some exciting projects on the go, one being our work around High 

Potential and Gifted Education (HPGE). We will share more about this at the next P&C meeting, 

and you will see updates coming home and online soon.  

While this work focuses on students identified with high potential, it is also a great reminder 

that every child has potential and our job is to help bring that out.  

Honouring Aboriginal Culture and Perspectives  

We are continuing to strengthen how we teach and honour Aboriginal culture and perspectives 

across NEPS. This is a key part of who we are as a school, and we are excited to share our 

updated Aboriginal Education Action Plan with you in the near future.  

Living Our School Values – Respect, Connect, Thrive  

This year we also launched our School Behaviour Support Management Plan, which includes our 

three core values:  

• Respect – valuing ourselves, others and our environment.  

• Connect – building positive relationships and a strong sense of belonging.  

• Thrive – giving our best effort so we can grow and succeed.  

These values guide us in the classroom, on the playground and beyond. They also tie in perfectly 

with our commitment to a safe and supportive school, especially as we take part in Bullying! No 

Way! Week. At NEPS, we stand together to say No to bullying, and we continue to work closely 

with students and families to make that a reality every day.  



Newcastle High Update  

There is an exciting new building development at Newcastle High that is almost ready for 

handover. Check out the update later in this newsletter for details and links. We are proud of 

the strong relationship we have with Newcastle High. It is a school that offers outstanding 

educational opportunities, and now it is about to do so with state of the art facilities.  

P&C Meeting Reminder  

        Wednesday 20th August, 5:30pm. We would love to see you there.  

Thank you for being such an engaged and supportive community. The partnership between our 

families, staff and students is what makes NEPS such a vibrant place to learn and grow. I am 

excited for all that is ahead and I am grateful we get to do this together.  

 

Debating News 

Five students from Year 6 – Martha, Freya, Sophia, Clara, and Jimmy – were chosen to be in the 

Newcastle East Public School Warblers debating team to represent our school in the Premier ’s 

Debating Challenge. 

We trained with Mrs Mason, feeling nervous for our first debate, which came around very 

quickly. Our first debate was against The Junction Public School. In this debate, Freya was 1st 

speaker, Clara 2nd, Jimmy 3rd, and Martha 4th. We were on the negative side, and it was a 

really tough debate, but we came out on top and secured our first win! 



A few weeks later, we had our 2nd debate. Unfortunately, Clara and Jimmy were away on the 

day, but luckily Vivi was happy to step in so we didn’t have to forfeit. In this debate, Sophia was 

1st speaker, Martha 2nd, Freya 3rd, and Vivi 4th, and we went up against Hamilton Public 

School. We were affirmative this time, and all our hard work paid off as we won our second 

debate of the season. 

After the school holidays, it was straight back into action for our 3rd debate against Hamilton 

South Public School. Sophia was 1st speaker, Clara 2nd, Freya 3rd, and Martha 4th. We were 

affirmative again and came away with another win. 

The very next day, we had what could have been our final debate against Merewether Public 

School. This time, Sophia was 1st speaker, Clara 2nd, Jimmy 3rd, and Freya 4th. It was another 

tough debate, but all the time and effort we had put into training paid off – we won again! 

That’s 4 wins out of 4! This means we are the Zone Champions and will continue on to compete 

in the knockout rounds, going up against teams from all over the region and maybe even the 

State. 

We look forward to continuing in the competition and want to say that none of this would have 

been possible without the amazing Mrs Mason, who has helped us every step of the way. We’ll 

keep you posted with our next result! Wish us luck. 

 



Great Aussie Bush Camp - Stage 2 Excursion 

 

Stage 2 Great Aussie Bush Camp Last Tuesday,  

Stage 2 students from NEPS embarked on an unforgettable adventure to The Great Aussie Bush 

Camp. Departing bright and early, our students embraced a day filled with exciting outdoor 

activities that tested their courage and teamwork. From mastering bushcraft skills and cooking 

damper over open coals to soaring through the air on the giant swing and aiming for bullseyes 

in archery, each activity offered a unique challenge and a chance to build resilience. Our 

students’ enthusiasm and exemplary behaviour were commendable throughout the day. We 

hope Stage 2 enjoyed the day as much as we did!  

Ms Doran 

School Bytes Tip Of The Week 

 

Duty of Care when collecting students early from school. 



There are times and situations where you might need someone to collect your child/children 

from school early.  If this should happen all you need to do is fill in this form 'Early Leaver Form' 

which you can find on School Bytes under the 'Forms' tab.   

https://online.schoolbytes.education/published_forms/9963/c2443187-f037-4e01-862d-

ff4442155542 

We have a lot of different forms within this area.  Take a look sometime and familiarize yourself 

with what we have listed, as this will save you a lot of time. 

 Don't Forget Book Week! 

This year the theme for Book Week is ‘Book an Adventure’ and we will be celebrating the event 

with a book parade, a book fair and an author/illustrator visit. Please put these dates in your 

calendar and we will have more information about the author/illustrator to come.    

Book Fair- Monday 25th August- Wednesday 27th August 

Book Parade- Tuesday 26th August 9am under the COLA   

Please start thinking about costumes for the parade. Students can dress as a character from any 

book. There will be a book prize for the best dressed from each class.   

 

https://online.schoolbytes.education/published_forms/9963/c2443187-f037-4e01-862d-ff4442155542
https://online.schoolbytes.education/published_forms/9963/c2443187-f037-4e01-862d-ff4442155542


Class Awards - Term 3 Week 4 

 

KTV 

• Winston M 

• Maya S 

KP 

• Nicholas F 

• Essie H 

1B 

• Adeline M 

• Tasio H 

1-2B 

• Kehani P 



• Indiana S 

1-2R 

• William M 

• Tino K 

2H 

• Ida K 

• Levi L 

3-4DJ 

• Keandra A 

• Byron Q 

3-4R 

• Hester D 

• Asher M 

5-6DJ 

• Scarlett F 

• Ari F 

5-6KM 

• Sophia C 

• Jonah M 

5-6P 

• Mano W-H 

• Vivienne H 

Zone Athletics Carnival 

Newcastle City PSSA Zone Athletics Carnival 



A team of 27 NEPS athletes headed to Hunter Sports Centre, Glendale on Friday to compete at 

the 2025 Newcastle City PSSA Zone Athletics Carnival. Conditions were excellent with the rain 

clearing, cool temperatures for the middle-distance runners and a favourable breeze for the 

sprinters. 

All NEPS athletes put in fantastic effort across the day, showing excellent behaviour, support and 

spirit throughout, making our school proud. 

Notable NEPS performances include: 

1500m: Mariana Pineda 3rd (11yr Girls), Darcey Conroy 4th (Junior Girls), Tatiana Krstevski 

4th (Senior Girls) 

200m: Davi Baio Cruz 1st (11yr Boys) 

100m: Davi Baio Cruz 1st (11yr Boys), Finlay Traill 6th in the final (10yr Boys) 

High Jump: Davi Baio Cruz 1st (11yr Boys), Ari Fuller 3rd (Junior Boys) 

Long Jump: Davi Baio Cruz 2nd (11yr Boys) 

We look forward to cheering some of these athletes on at the upcoming Hunter Regional 

Carnival on Friday 5th September back at Hunter Sports Centre, Glendale.*Qualified athletes to 

be confirmed by the end of Week 4 

A big thanks goes to Mrs Saffioti, Mr Robertson and Mrs Kirkman for their help with organising 

the carnival and the NEPS team before and during the Zone carnival. Thanks also to all the NEPS 

parents, carers and families for their wonderful support.  



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

NEPS Art Show 

 



Bullying No Way 

 

Proudly supporting Bullying No Way: National Week of Action 

This year NEPS will be participating in the Bullying No Way: National week of action, 11 to 15 

August 2025. 

Bullying No Way Week is a commitment being made by thousands of schools and supporters 

across the country. It provides an opportunity to demonstrate our commitment to bullying 

prevention. It gives us an opportunity to connect with students, staff and school communities to 

implement workable solutions to prevent bullying.  

The theme for this year's campaign is Be Bold. Be Kind. Speak Up. 

It takes a community to be brave and address bullying behaviours, within and beyond the school 

gate. 

Students can be bold, kind and speak up to support others being bullied. While trusted adults 

are there to support children and young people learn how to be kind to each other and report 

bullying. 

This Bullying No Way Week, we’re asking you to be bold and say something, be kind and 

support someone and be proud to speak up against bullying. 

For more information about Bullying No Way Week and bullying prevention, visit the Bullying 

No Way website. 



Kindergarten 2026 

 

Volunteers Needed in our Canteen 

 

Get in touch if you are interested in joining the P&C or helping with any of the events. We would 

love some extra hands and ideas! 

pcneps@gmail.com 

Canteen Volunteers 



If you’re interested in helping out in the canteen, please follow the link below. Volunteering is a 

fun way to connect with the school community, and it’s only a half-day commitment (9:00am – 

11:30am). Plus, it’s a huge help to our wonderful canteen superstar, Nadia! 

https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/508044CABAC23A1FC1-56548661-canteen 

Thanks to Woolies, we’re excited to offer FREE fresh fruit from the canteen every Wednesday, 

Thursday & Friday, so remind the kids to grab a piece! 

 

1 - FRESH FRUIT THANKS TO  

 



NEPS P & C Update 

 

Welcome to Week 4 from the P&C. 

P&C Update 

If you’ve got ideas, feedback, or just want to be more involved, we’d love to hear from you! 

Come along to our next P&C Meeting in the Library, Week 5 Wednesday at 5:30pm. It ’s a great 

way to stay connected and help shape our school community. A zoom link will be forth coming 

for those who want to attend remotely. 

Here are some important dates to put in your calendars: 

• PSSA Girls Soccer- Thursday 14th August 

• Father’s Day Breakfast – Friday 5th September 

• Art Show and School Disco – Thursday 11th September 

• NEPS Carols Spectacular – Thursday 4th December 

LOST PROPERTY 

There is quite a bit of lost property throughout the campus. Nadia is graciously gathering it 

weekly. Please ensure you are checking regularly. If property is not claimed within a fortnight it 

will go back to market. 

 

     Weekly Fruit & Veg Boxes Are Back!       

We’re excited to bring back our Weekly Fruit & Veg Boxes fundraiser this term — and we’ve 

made it even better with three great options to suit every family: 

· Small Fruit & Veg Box – $47 

· Large Fruit & Veg Box – $67 



· Fruit Only Box – $47 

Each box sold raises $10 for our school, making it a delicious and easy way to support our 

community! 

These boxes are packed with fresh, seasonal produce and are perfect for busy households — 

with fruit break sorted and one less thing to think about on your grocery list! 

Check out the flyer for all the details and how to order. Let’s keep those lunchboxes full and our 

school thriving! 

Fruit Box Fundraiser 

 



 

OOSH - Out of School Hours Care 

 



 

Newcastle High School - New Build on Track! 

 



The Newcastle High School (NHS) redevelopment is on track for hand over very soon!  We are 

currently preparing to move into our new spaces in the next few months. 

Have you seen what amazing facilities are coming to your local high school? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5NDLBA7JPk 

We are keen to ensure that all our local primary school families know what a wonderful school 

NHS is and reassure you that our new spaces are on track to be finished by early 2026 for your 

child to benefit from. 

If you are still considering what high school your child will attend, come and talk to us. 

Phone• 02 4969 3177 

PARKWAY AVENUE • HAMILTON SOUTH NSW 2303 

respect • responsibility • participation 

Distant Education Information 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DT5NDLBA7JPk&data=05|02|Janene.MCINTOSH%40det.nsw.edu.au|e16fb44906c541ec169d08ddd3a49469|05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991|0|0|638899426050300633|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=T0q%2BsI5Jz%2F%2FZdg4ZFvmiUsdOlNs1jYAopb%2FT2hGExZk%3D&reserved=0


Bricks4Kidz 

 



Join a School Band 

 



Code Camp 

 

Spanish Lessons 

 



Creative Writing Club at NEPS 

Does your child love stories, have a big imagination, or just enjoy putting pencil to paper? Then 

they’ll love being part of the Creative Writing Club at NEPS!  

        When? Wednesday mornings 7:45- 8:45  

     Where? NEPS School Library  

      Who? All students in Years 2–6  

This exciting program is designed to inspire and support young writers as they build their 

confidence and creativity. Through fun, hands-on activities, students will:  

• Explore storytelling, poetry, and creative expression  

• Build key literacy skills in an enjoyable way  

• Learn writing tips from real authors  

• Share ideas in a friendly, supportive environment  

Whether your child is a budding author or just starting out, this club is the perfect space to 

learn, grow, and have fun with words.  

       Spots are limited – don’t miss out!  

To register or find out more, please contact Ed using the details below.  

Let their imagination soar with the Creative Writing Club at NEPS!                  
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