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From the Principal 

 

Welcome back to Term 3 Week 3 

Education Week 2025 – Ignite Your Potential   

Welcome to Education Week 2025!  



I could not be more proud to work in NSW public education. At the heart of what we do are the 

values of fairness, respect, integrity, diversity, and responsibility, and this week is a reminder of 

how strongly those values are reflected in our school community here at Newcastle East Public 

School.  

Education Week is our time to pause and celebrate what it means to be part of public education. 

The theme, Ignite Your Potential, reminds us that every student has a spark, and it’s our 

collective job as educators, families, and community members to help that spark grow. This 

week, we take pride in recognising our incredible staff, the growth and achievements of our 

students, and the reasons we proudly choose public education.  

Let’s take a moment to appreciate all that goes into helping every student reach their full 

potential, including our high potential and gifted learners, our support programs, and the 

everyday moments of encouragement and connection that happen across classrooms and 

playgrounds.  

Celebrating Our Young Artists  

A huge congratulations to Freya Conroy, who has won the Primary Student Artist Award at the 

Mission to Seafarers Newcastle Maritime Art Prize 2025!  

Freya’s powerful piece, Junk-back Whale, was inspired by the beauty of Newcastle’s coastline 

and the environmental responsibility we all share. Her work is a beautiful reminder of the 

importance of caring for our ocean and local environment, and a fantastic example of the 

creative talent we nurture here at Newcastle East.  

The exhibition is free and open to the public from 2–10 August, 10am to 4pm daily. We 

encourage families to pop in and take a look! See this link for further details 

https://mtsnewcastle.org.au/exhibition/   

Artist Statement – Junk-back Whale  

 "In Newcastle, we are lucky enough to have whales travel along our coastline. Every time we 

litter, we put whales and marine creatures at risk. I created this artwork to show that even one 

small piece of discarded litter can have a big impact. I painted the whale head and background 

with watercolour. I collected rubbish from my school playground and local neighbourhood. I 

wish I didn’t find so much rubbish. We are so lucky to live on the coastline in Newcastle. It ’s our 

obligation to respect our ocean, our neighbourhood and our natural environments. Our 

opportunity starts now."  

 — Freya Conroy  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmtsnewcastle.org.au%2Fexhibition%2F&data=05|02|Todd.Daniels1%40det.nsw.edu.au|74ab95ab258c4ca61a9008ddd2e0793c|05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991|0|0|638898583797998926|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=U1gxs7LHcONawAw9mNi1HvbWuaaNeqbph85dcbvJw6k%3D&reserved=0


 

  

Camp Adventures  

Right now, our Stage 2 and Stage 3 students are off on their 2025 camp adventures at the Great 

Aussie Bush Camp in Tea Gardens! From all reports, they’re having an incredible time, pushing 

themselves out of their comfort zones, making new memories, and building friendships along 

the way.  

A huge shout-out to our amazing staff who give up their time, energy and sleep to make these 

camps possible. These experiences create lasting memories for our students, and it’s all thanks 

to the dedication and care of our teachers and support staff.  

Office Update  

You may have noticed that Fiona Wassell, our lovely SAO, has been away this term. Fiona has 

taken up a secondment at Newcastle Junior School until the end of term, and we wish her all 

the best in this exciting opportunity.  

While Fiona is away, we’re lucky to have:  



• Kerry-ann Brown working Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays  

• Kirra Rudder in the chair on Wednesdays and Thursdays  

• And of course, Claire continuing in her role as Office Manager  

Thank you all for being such an important part of our school. Let’s continue to ignite the 

potential in every child, every day.  

Warmly,  

Todd Daniels  

Relieving Principal  

School Bytes Tip Of The Week 

 

Students Fee's in Advance 

Some students over time create a credit on their school account for various reasons. You can 

give us consent to apply this credit to an event, purchase uniforms or whatever you would like 

to pay for.  Just give us a call of send us an email.  The other day a parent came to purchase 

some uniforms and when I enquired would they like to use their credit they were very surprised 

and happy to use this credit. 

Managing Forms in the Parent Portal 



Forms are created by your school and made available in the parent portal, they could be forms 

that have been sent to you to complete, for example a medical form. Or generic forms available 

at any time, for example a change of student details form.  Some forms are permanently setup 

on the portal for easy access.  We have for example the following : 

• Extended Leave (needed if planning a trip or leave of absence for 5 days or more. DoE 

requirement) 

• Financial Assistance 

• School Counsellor Request 

• Uniform Orders 

https://support.schoolbytes.education/hc/en-us/articles/6202951238031-Parent-Portal-

Managing-forms-in-the-parent-portal 

The above link explains how to access these forms should you need them. 

REMINDER FOR Book Week 2025 

This year the theme for Book Week is ‘Book an Adventure’ and we will be celebrating the event 

with a book parade, a book fair and an author/illustrator visit. Please put these dates in your 

calendar and we will have more information about the author/illustrator to come.    

Book Fair- Monday 25th August- Wednesday 27th August 

Book Parade- Tuesday 26th August 9am under the COLA   

Please start thinking about costumes for the parade. Students can dress as a character from any 

book. There will be a book prize for the best dressed from each class.   

 



Public Education Week & Grandparents Day Celebration 

 

We’re excited to invite you to a special event on Thursday, 7th August to celebrate Public 

Education Week and honour the role our wonderful grandparents play in our lives.  

Event Details  

Date: Thursday, 7th August  

Location: Newcastle East Public School   

Schedule of events  

12:30 PM – Open Classrooms  

1:00 PM – BYO Picnic Lunch  

• Enjoy a relaxing lunch with family and friends (BYO picnic)   

1:45 PM – Celebration Assembly  

• Featuring performances from our talented Performing Arts Groups.  



We hope you can join us for this memorable afternoon as we come together to celebrate 

education and family.  

Alisha Doran   

Kindergarten 2026 

 

Volunteers Needed in our Canteen 

 



Get in touch if you are interested in joining the P&C or helping with any of the events. We would 

love some extra hands and ideas! 

pcneps@gmail.com 

Canteen Volunteers 

If you’re interested in helping out in the canteen, please follow the link below. Volunteering is a 

fun way to connect with the school community, and it’s only a half-day commitment (9:00am – 

11:30am). Plus, it’s a huge help to our wonderful canteen superstar, Nadia! 

https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/508044CABAC23A1FC1-56548661-canteen 

Thanks to Woolies, we’re excited to offer FREE fresh fruit from the canteen every Wednesday, 

Thursday & Friday, so remind the kids to grab a piece! 

 

1 - FRESH FRUIT THANKS TO  

 



NEPS P & C Update 

 

Welcome to Week 3 from the P&C. 

P&C Update 

There’s a buzz of excitement around the school as our Stage 2 and Stage 3 students head off on 

their Great Aussie Bushcamp adventures this week! We can’t wait to hear all about the 

challenges, teamwork and fun that awaits them. Back at school, our students have been 

wowing us with their speeches, it's been fantastic to hear such a range of interesting and 

thoughtful topics being shared with confidence. 

This week also brings a special celebration with our Grandparents Day. Our classrooms are open, 

and we’re looking forward to welcoming families into our learning spaces, what a beautiful 

opportunity for connection across generations. 

As always, our students and staff continue to work hard, nurturing learning, sharing ideas, and 

building strong, supportive relationships right across the school community. Term 3 is in full 

swing! 

If you’ve got ideas, feedback, or just want to be more involved, we’d love to hear from you! 

Come along to our next P&C Meeting in the Library, Week 5 Wednesday at 5:30pm. It ’s a great 

way to stay connected and help shape our school community. 

     Weekly Fruit & Veg Boxes Are Back!       

We’re excited to bring back our Weekly Fruit & Veg Boxes fundraiser this term — and we’ve 

made it even better with three great options to suit every family: 

· Small Fruit & Veg Box – $47 

· Large Fruit & Veg Box – $67 

· Fruit Only Box – $47 



Each box sold raises $10 for our school, making it a delicious and easy way to support our 

community! 

These boxes are packed with fresh, seasonal produce and are perfect for busy households — 

with fruit break sorted and one less thing to think about on your grocery list! 

Check out the flyer for all the details and how to order. Let’s keep those lunchboxes full and our 

school thriving! 

 

Here are some important dates to put in your calendars: 

• Public Education Week & Grandparents Day-Thursday 7th August 

• Zone Athletics- Friday 8th August 

• PSSA Girls Soccer- Thursday 14th August 

• Father’s Day Breakfast – Friday 5th September 

• Art Show and School Disco – Thursday 11th September 

• NEPS Carols Spectacular – Thursday 4th December 



Fruit Box Fundraiser 

 



 

OOSH - Out of School Hours Care 

 



 

Distant Education Information 

 



Bricks4Kidz 

 



Join a School Band 

 



Code Camp 

 

Spanish Lessons 

 



Creative Writing Club at NEPS 

Does your child love stories, have a big imagination, or just enjoy putting pencil to paper? Then 

they’ll love being part of the Creative Writing Club at NEPS!  

        When? Wednesday mornings 7:45- 8:45  

     Where? NEPS School Library  

      Who? All students in Years 2–6  

This exciting program is designed to inspire and support young writers as they build their 

confidence and creativity. Through fun, hands-on activities, students will:  

• Explore storytelling, poetry, and creative expression  

• Build key literacy skills in an enjoyable way  

• Learn writing tips from real authors  

• Share ideas in a friendly, supportive environment  

Whether your child is a budding author or just starting out, this club is the perfect space to 

learn, grow, and have fun with words.  

       Spots are limited – don’t miss out!  

To register or find out more, please contact Ed using the details below.  

Let their imagination soar with the Creative Writing Club at NEPS!                  
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