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THE PRINCIPAL

Welcome back to Term 3 Week 2

What a wonderful and energetic start we've had to Term 3 here at NEPS!



This week, our Kindergarten students celebrated 100 days of school; a joyful milestone marking
how far they’ve come in just a short time. It was a beautiful celebration of growth, learning, and
all the friendships made along the way.

Our Public Speaking program is underway, and it’s already proving to be a highlight. The quality
of the speeches this year has been nothing short of outstanding. Our students continue to
amaze us with their confidence, creativity, and thoughtfulness.

We're also proud to see students in Stage 2 and Stage 3 stepping up to take part in another
Landcare project, this time at Nesca Park. Working together to restore and care for our local
environment is such an important initiative, and it builds beautifully on the work we previously
undertook in Arcadia Park.

Next week brings even more excitement as we celebrate Education Week, a time to reflect on
the incredible teaching and learning happening in our school every day. Keep an eye out in this
newsletter for more information about how we’ll be marking the occasion.

Also next week, Stage 2 and Stage 3 students will be heading off to the Great Aussie Bush Camp.
Camp is always a fun-filled experience that we know will bring laughter, teamwork, and plenty
of unforgettable memories.

Finally, I'd like to share that I'll be continuing in the role of relieving principal for the time being.
It’s a privilege to support our school in this way, and | look forward to working closely with our
staff, students, and families as we move through this busy and exciting term together.

Warmest regards,
Todd Daniels

Relieving Principal



School Bytes Tip Of The Week

School Bytes

Language Conversion

The School Bytes parent portal provides parents and carers with the convenient option to
translate portal content into various languages. The language conversion tool is easily accessible
in the bottom right-hand corner of the parent portal and offers conversion options for the most
widely spoken languages globally.

https://support.schoolbytes.education/hc/en-us/articles/9161503239055-Parent-Portal-
Language-conversion

Celebrating NAIDOC Week: A Journey of Connection and Respect



https://support.schoolbytes.education/hc/en-us/articles/9161503239055-Parent-Portal-Language-conversion
https://support.schoolbytes.education/hc/en-us/articles/9161503239055-Parent-Portal-Language-conversion




Last week, our school had the incredible opportunity to embrace NAIDOC Week, which we had
previously postponed due to the inclement weather last term. Our adventure took us to the
Carrington Community Hall and Nan’s Place (Onebygamba), where we were warmly welcomed
by Aunty Theresa and Uncle Jamie.

Greeting Aboriginal people with the terms "Aunty" and "Uncle" is a profound expression of
community and cultural respect. This practice reflects the strong kinship ties and the
significance of family within Aboriginal societies. It serves to acknowledge the vital relationships
in the community, reinforcing the idea of a broader family network that extends beyond blood
relations. This tradition fosters a sense of belonging and cultural identity, while also recognising

the wisdom and experience of our elders.



A highlight of our celebration occurred during our first circle when Uncle Jamie began to play
the didgeridoo. In that moment, all students stood still, completely immersed in the sound,
listening intently as the music connected us to the land and its stories.

As we deepened our connection to Country, Uncle Jamie shared the enchanting Dreamtime
story of the didgeridoo and its origins. His storytelling captivated both students and staff,
providing a deeper understanding of the rich cultural heritage of our Indigenous communities.
Uncle Jamie emphasised the soul of the didgeridoo, allowing each student a chance to listen
closely and appreciate its significance.

In addition to the storytelling, Uncle Jamie led us in a traditional dance and shared a song in his
native language. It was a joyous occasion as students and staff came together, dancing in
celebration of culture and community. The dance featured movements inspired by native
animals, including the goanna, kangaroo, and eagle, bringing to life the vibrant connection
between Aboriginal culture and the natural world.

Another meaningful aspect of our day was the smoking ceremony led by Aunty Theresa. As we
walked through the cleansing eucalyptus smoke, she encouraged us to focus on thoughts of
strength, protection, and guidance. This ritual served not only as a cleansing experience but also
as a powerful reminder of the importance of our connection to land, culture, and each other.

Upon our return, our Aboriginal students took the lead in an assembly where we discussed the
significance of NAIDOC Week, the Circle Connection program, and our recently completed
artwork for reconciliation. They also shared insights into our Indigenous school shirt designs,
explaining how they were created and incorporated into our school uniform. This assembly
provided an excellent opportunity for all students to engage with and understand the
importance of these initiatives in fostering respect, recognition, and celebration of Indigenous
culture.

Our NAIDOC Week celebration was a resounding success, allowing us to learn, connect, and
honour the traditions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. We extend our heartfelt
gratitude to Aunty Theresa and Uncle Jamie for sharing their knowledge and culture with us,
and to all the students and staff for their enthusiastic participation. We eagerly anticipate more
opportunities to celebrate and learn about our diverse cultures in the future!

Book Week 2025

This year the theme for Book Week is ‘Book an Adventure’ and we will be celebrating the event
with a book parade, a book fair and an author/illustrator visit. Please put these dates in your
calendar and we will have more information about the author/illustrator to come.



Book Fair- Monday 25th August- Wednesday 27th August

Book Parade- Tuesday 26th August 9am under the COLA

Please start thinking about costumes for the parade. Students can dress as a character from any
book. There will be a book prize for the best dressed from each class.




We are excited to share the wonderful experiences we had during our last Circle Connection
session with Aunty Theresa! The day was filled with joy, learning, and a touch of magic that our
students will remember for a long time.

As our infants gathered in a circle, we were delighted to have a special visitor—a kookaburra!
This cheerful bird perched nearby and watched us throughout the session. Aunty Theresa
explained that kookaburras symbolise joy, and their presence made our gathering even more
special.

During our time together, Aunty Theresa shared fascinating stories about the importance of
mud crabs to her people. She taught the children how to differentiate between male and female
mud crabs, emphasising the need to protect these creatures to ensure a thriving population for
future generations. This lesson about sustainability and respect for nature resonated deeply
with our young learners.

As we wrapped up our session with a lively song, something truly magical happened. Six
kookaburras joined us, ‘laughing’ along as if they were participating in our singing and dancing!



This delightful moment brought an extra layer of joy to our Circle Connection and made us all
feel connected to the natural world around us.

Aunty Theresa took this opportunity to remind our infants that they are all leaders. She
encouraged them to be respectful, kind, and to always look out for one another. She also
emphasised the importance of taking care of themselves when needed. These valuable lessons
are ones that we hope to instil in our students as they grow and develop.

Our primary students final Circle Connection session of the year with Aunty Theresa, was a
powerful and meaningful experience. Aunty Theresa took this opportunity to discuss the
importance of mental health, encouraging our students to openly communicate about their
feelings and to seek help when needed. This conversation is vital for our youth, as it helps to
foster a supportive environment where everyone feels safe to express themselves.

During the session, Aunty Theresa also asked the students to share their highlights from
yesterday’s exciting excursion. Joni enthusiastically spoke about hearing the captivating stories
from Uncle Jamie, which sparked a lively discussion among the group. Mohammed chimed in,
sharing how much he enjoyed the singing and laughter that filled the day.

Aunty Theresa then shared an insightful story about mangroves, describing them as the “lungs
of the ocean.” She highlighted their significance in maintaining a healthy ecosystem and
explained her commitment to working in the mangroves monthly to help keep them clean.
Aunty Theresa invited the students to join her in this important work, encouraging them to take
an active role in caring for our environment.

This final Circle Connection session was not only a celebration of learning and sharing but also a
reminder of the importance of looking after our mental health and the health of our planet.
Aunty Theresa’s wisdom and warmth left a lasting impression on our students, and we hope
they carry these valuable lessons with them as they continue to grow.

Thank you to Aunty Theresa for sharing her wisdom and for making our Circle Connection
sessions so memorable.



PJ Day Fundraiser - The Pyjama Foundation




Thank you to our generous community for wearing you favourite PJ’s to school and donating to

a very worthy cause! We had so much fun dancing at our lunch time disco in our PJ’s and raised
$257!

This will go a long way for kids living in out of home care.

Ms Doran and the SRC



Public Education Week & Grandparents Day Celebration
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Grandparents Day- Thursday 7"
August

Schedule of events
12:30 PM - Open classrooms

1:00 PM - BYO picnic lunch

Public
Educatlon 1:45 PM - Celebration assembly
Week 2025 featuring performances from some of our

4-8 August talented performing arts groups.
Ignite your potential

We're excited to invite you to a special event on Thursday, 7th August to celebrate Public
Education Week and honour the role our wonderful grandparents play in our lives.

Event Details
Date: Thursday, 7th August
Location: Newcastle East Public School
Schedule of events
12:30 PM - Open Classrooms
1:00 PM — BYO Picnic Lunch
e Enjoy a relaxing lunch with family and friends (BYO picnic)
1:45 PM — Celebration Assembly

e Featuring performances from our talented Performing Arts Groups.



We hope you can join us for this memorable afternoon as we come together to celebrate

education and family.

Alisha Doran

Kindergarten 2026

Kindergarten
2026
Enrolment now

N
A open
online enrolment available on our website: ™™

https://newcastlee-p.schools.nsw.gov.au
or call the office for assistance

Sneak peak tours starting
LIAUgUst 7%, every Thursday at 10am

eptember uth. Call the office to
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NEPS P & C Update

Welcome to Week 2 from the P&C.
P&C Update — Term 3 is Off and Racing! J& @

Does anyone else feel like we’ve hit the ground running this term? Between after-school
activities, preparing for speeches, and everything else happening around the school, the pace is
definitely on — and we’re only 2 weeks in!

It’s been fantastic to see our students thriving and our staff going above and beyond to support
them. There’s a real buzz around the school and so much to look forward to as the term
unfolds.

If you’ve got ideas, feedback, or just want to be more involved, we’d love to hear from you!
Come along to our next P&C Meeting in the Library, Week 5 Wednesday at 5:30pm. It’s a great
way to stay connected and help shape our school community.

’3 Weekly Fruit & Veg Boxes Are Back! '

We're excited to bring back our Weekly Fruit & Veg Boxes fundraiser this term — and we’ve
made it even better with three great options to suit every family:

e Small Fruit & Veg Box — $47
e Llarge Fruit & Veg Box — S67
e Fruit Only Box — $47

Each box sold raises $10 for our school, making it a delicious and easy way to support our
community!



These boxes are packed with fresh, seasonal produce and are perfect for busy households —
with fruit break sorted and one less thing to think about on your grocery list!

Check out the flyer for all the details and how to order. Let’s keep those lunchboxes full and our
school thriving!

Here are some important dates to put in your calendars:

Public Education Week & Grandparents Day-Thursday 7th August
Father’s Day Breakfast — Friday 5th September
Art Show and School Disco — Thursday 11th September

NEPS Carols Spectacular — Thursday 4th December

Get in touch if you are interested in joining the P&C or helping with any of the events. We would
love some extra hands and ideas!

pcneps@gmail.com

Canteen Volunteers

If you’re interested in helping out in the canteen, please follow the link below. Volunteering is a
fun way to connect with the school community, and it’s only a half-day commitment (9:00am —
11:30am). Plus, it’s a huge help to our wonderful canteen superstar, Nadia!



L J
- THURSDAY AND FRIDAY
9-11:30

If you can spare a couple of
hours please follow link to
volunteer.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044CABAC23A1FC1-57452401-canteentt/

Thanks to Woolies, we’re excited to offer FREE fresh fruit from the canteen every Wednesday,
Thursday & Friday, so remind the kids to grab a piece!

Here are some important dates to put in your calendars:

Public Education Week & Grandparents Day-Thursday 7th August
Father’s Day Breakfast — Friday 5th September

Art Show and School Disco — Thursday 11th September

NEPS Carols Spectacular — Thursday 4th December

Get in touch if you are interested in joining the P&C or helping with any of the events. We
would love some extra hands and ideas!

pcneps@gmail.com


https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F508044CABAC23A1FC1-57452401-canteen%23%2F&data=05|02|claire.m.fitzgerald%40det.nsw.edu.au|52b79a74ef66467d88bc08ddce473cab|05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991|0|0|638893527549079962|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=ihIH2YKSTWowarrHA52tuCkx4DqWbBfeUHPdGITNlh4%3D&reserved=0

Fruit Box Fundraiser

WEEKLY FRUIT
& VEG BOX

| BROTHERS

NEPS x The Fruit Brothers

P&C Fundraiser
For every box ordered, NEPS receives $10!
Y
SMALL LARGE ONLY %
FRUIT & VEG FRUIT & VEG FRUIT
$47 $67 sa7 | /

NOTE: This term's boxes include fruit and veg only, with
contents changing each week based on what's in season

HOW TO ORDER

Go to Flexischools

> Payments

> Child's name

> Fruit Bros Box

> Choose your box size
> Proceed with payment

ORDER CUT OFF 5:30 PM MONDAY.
DELIVERY WILL BE TUESDAY ONLY.
PICK UP FROM SCHOOL CANTEEN.

If you'd like to set up a weekly or fortnightly order,
please email pcneps@gmail.com.




Bricks4Kidz

They think it's FUN.
You know it's EDUCATIONAL
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Real-world concepts related to
Science, Technology, Engineering,
Art and Mathematics

Build upon skills such as
Programming, Fine-motor,
Critical Thinking and Problem

Newcastle East Public School Solving
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AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME

Motorised LEGO® Model Building

Class (5+)

Experience the fun of hands-on model
building to devel: blem solving
skills

Every Thursday 3.15pm - 4:15pm
24 July - 25 September
Cost: $240 for 10 weeks

Scan to

Active and
ative Kids

K73
NSy
Find your school at:

www.bricks4kidz.com.au/northern-sydney/program-events/after-
school-programs-lego-bricks-northern-sydney/

0426 264 688
Northern-Sydney@Bricks4Kidz.au

We Learn, We Build, We Play with LEGO® Bricks



Code Camp
GO CobECAMP
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It’s after-school fun at your school!
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Coding games e Problem-solving e Creativity

Make new friends e Fun with STEM e Trusted provider

BBl Wednesday 30 Jul - 17 Sep Newcastle East Public School d Years2-6
WE3 3:00PM -4:15PM

[ www.codecamp.com.au/neweast ]

Get in touch at hello@codecamp.com.au

Rated 4.9 on PRODUCT (&) REVIEW with over 1110 ¥ reviews

Spanish Lessons

“Musica en Espaiol”
NEPS

TERM 3

Atencién!




Creative Writing Club at NEPS

Does your child love stories, have a big imagination, or just enjoy putting pencil to paper? Then
they’ll love being part of the Creative Writing Club at NEPS!

When? Wednesday mornings 7:45- 8:45
? Where? NEPS School Library

@ who? All students in Years 2—6

This exciting program is designed to inspire and support young writers as they build their
confidence and creativity. Through fun, hands-on activities, students will:

e Explore storytelling, poetry, and creative expression

Build key literacy skills in an enjoyable way

Learn writing tips from real authors
e Shareideas in a friendly, supportive environment

Whether your child is a budding author or just starting out, this club is the perfect space to
learn, grow, and have fun with words.

B spots are limited — don’t miss out!

To register or find out more, please contact Ed using the details below.

Let their imagination soar with the Creative Writing Club at NEPS! ﬂ [

0

CREATIVE WRITING CLUB @ NEWCASTLE EAST PS

Weds 7i45-6.15am For more info and enrolments
From 30 July in the Library ¢
Cost: $175 (8 wks), siblings $125 www.creativewordshop.com.au

info@creativewordshop.com.au
USE YOUR CREATIVE KIDS VOUCHER  or phone Ed 0408 788 765
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