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From the Principal 

 

Welcome back to Term 3 

I hope everyone enjoyed a restful break—filled with time to unwind, reconnect, and enjoy the 

beautiful weather. It was lovely to see many smiling faces back at school today, all eager and 

demonstrating readiness for the term ahead.  Yesterday, our teachers dedicated valuable time 



to preparing engaging lessons and gathering the resources needed to ensure a quality start to 

the term.  

This week, I’m privileged to step in as Relieving Principal while Mr McCann is on leave. We look 

forward to welcoming Mr Todd Daniels back in the relieving role from Week 2.  

A warm welcome to all our new and returning students and families joining us this term. We’re 

thrilled to have you with us and hope that you’ll come to love NEPS as much as we do. 

Next week marks the start of our much-loved public speaking competition. The competition is 

always a high point where NEPS truly shines. 

We also have a range of exciting events and learning opportunities planned this term: Stages 2 

and 3 will attend camps in Week 3; we’ll celebrate Public Education Week and Grandparents 

Day; K–2 students will enjoy gymnastics while Years 3–6 dive into volleyball; PSSA soccer knock-

out matches are on the schedule; Tournament of Minds and Stage 3 podcasting are underway; 

our Art Show will take place in Week 8; and we’ll wrap up the term with a fabulous GEM Day 

celebration in Week 10. 

Please continue to check the School Bytes calendar for updates.  

Week 1 Reminders 

NAIDOC Excursion – Wednesday, 23 July 

We look forward to our excursion to Onebygamba – Carrington, where we will connect with 

Country and celebrate the culture and stories of the Worimi people. Students will depart at 8:45 

am from NEPS and return at 11:30am 

A big thank you to Ms. McNamee for organising this valuable experience, and to Aunty Theresa 

for sharing her knowledge and culture with us. 

Pyjama Day – This Friday 

This Friday is Pyjama Day! Students are invited to wear their favourite pyjamas or oodie and 

bring a gold coin donation. All proceeds will go to The Pyjama Foundation, supporting children 

in foster care. 

Please ensure students wear enclosed shoes for safety. 

As always, feel free to get in touch if you have questions or want to share your child’s 

achievements—we love celebrating your children’s successes, both inside and outside school. 

Thank you for your ongoing support, and here’s to a positive, connected and successful start to 

Term 3 



Sincerely, 

Alisha Doran 

Relieving Principal (Week 1) 

School Bytes Tip Of The Week 

 

Give consent and view details for an event 

You can give consent online vis School Bytes for school events. Once consent is given, you are 

able to return to the consent form at any time to check details, times etc. 

https://support.schoolbytes.education/hc/en-us/articles/5288429062799-Parent-Portal-Give-

consent-and-view-details-for-an-event  

Health Updates 

 

Colds and Flus & Gastro 

https://support.schoolbytes.education/hc/en-us/articles/5288429062799-Parent-Portal-Give-consent-and-view-details-for-an-event
https://support.schoolbytes.education/hc/en-us/articles/5288429062799-Parent-Portal-Give-consent-and-view-details-for-an-event


As we are well into the cold and flu season, please reinforce good health hygiene at home, as 

we will at school to help reduce the spread of colds and flu. 

We have been advised by OOSH that a large number of students have been ill with gastro bugs 

recently. please monitor your child for symptoms and keep them home if they are unwell. 

SRC Pyjama Day 

This Friday is PJ day! Please ensure to bring along a gold coin and wear your favourite PJ'S to 

school. All gold coins will be donated to The Pyjama Foundation, one of our much loved and 

supported charities.  

 

Book Week 2025 

This year the theme for Book Week is ‘Book an Adventure’ and we will be celebrating the event 

with a book parade, a book fair and an author/illustrator visit. Please put these dates in your 

calendar and we will have more information about the author/illustrator to come.    

Book Fair- Monday 25th August- Wednesday 27th August 



Book Parade- Tuesday 26th August 9am under the COLA   

Please start thinking about costumes for the parade. Students can dress as a character from any 

book. There will be a book prize for the best dressed from each class.   

 

Bandlink 

At the end of last term, our band students had the wonderful opportunity to participate in 

Bandlink. This was a two-day intensive workshop featuring large concert band sessions and 

smaller tutorial groups. Led by highly experienced tutors and conductors, including our very 

own Dr Ian Cook, the students thrived in the enriching environment and showcased outstanding 

professionalism and talent. Congratulations to our NEPS musicians!   

 

Circle Connections 

We would like to remind you that this Wednesday and Thursday will mark the conclusion of our 

Circle Connection Program. We are thrilled to wrap up this enriching journey that has deepened 



our students' understanding of local Aboriginal storylines and connections to Aboriginal 

culture.  

Due to the extreme weather last term, our excursion has been rescheduled to this Wednesday, 

23rd July (Term 3, Week 1). The entire school will be travelling to Onebygamba - Carrington, 

where we will acknowledge and connect with the country. This experience will include a 

Welcome to Country and an important activity focused on the Worimi people's relationship 

with the mangroves.  

Wednesday will also feature celebrations for the National Aborigines and Islanders Day 

Observance Committee (NAIDOC) with a special assembly from 12:25 to 12:45, followed by 

engaging classroom activities.  

On Thursday, 24th July (Term 3, Week 1), we will focus on reflection regarding identity and 

belonging. This session will emphasise the importance of understanding the differences 

between Traditional Custodians and Knowledge Holders, as well as the significance of respecting 

bloodlines and cultural heritage.  

We have had a wonderful experience with Aunty Theresa, who has generously shared her 

invaluable knowledge and insights with our students. We encourage you to learn more about 

her work by visiting her website, Spiritual Waterway, where you can find additional information 

about her programs and teachings: https://www.spiritualwaterways.com.au/  

Thank you for your continued support as we celebrate this important journey together!  

Mathematics Growth Team 

We’re excited to be continuing our work with Ben McCartney from the Mathematics Growth 

Team, based at Newcastle High School. Ben’s role is to support schools across the region in 

strengthening the teaching and learning of mathematics through student programs, targeted 

support, and strategic planning. As part of this initiative, Ben will be working closely with both 

Stage 2 and Stage 3 students here at Newcastle East Public School. He will also be joined by Mel 

and Fiona, experienced high school mathematics teachers from Newcastle High School.  

For Stage 2, Ben will deliver a 10-week program focusing on multi-step word problems and 

NAPLAN-style questions. Each Tuesday from 12:00–1:00pm, two small groups of students will 

work with Ben in a focused withdrawal setting, beginning Week 1 of Term 3. These students will 

complete a short pre-assessment in Week 1 and a post-assessment in Week 10 to measure 

progress.  

https://www.spiritualwaterways.com.au/


For Stage 3, Mel and Fiona will lead a mathematics enrichment program targeting High Potential 

and Gifted year 6 students. This program will run in two 5-week cycles on Fridays from 9:00–

10:00am, starting Week 2 of Term 3, with a focus on higher-order problem solving, 

multiplication, and division.  

While selected students work in these small groups, the remaining students will continue to 

receive expert support from their classroom teachers, who will be teaching the same focus 

areas to smaller class groups. This ensures every student benefits from more targeted and 

responsive instruction. We look forward to the positive impact this exciting partnership will 

have on our learners.  

Public Education Week & Grandparents Day Celebration 

 

We’re excited to invite you to a special event on Thursday, 7th August to celebrate Public 

Education Week and honour the role our wonderful grandparents play in our lives.  

Event Details  

Date: Thursday, 7th August  



Location: Newcastle East Public School   

Schedule of events  

12:30 PM – Open Classrooms  

1:00 PM – BYO Picnic Lunch  

• Enjoy a relaxing lunch with family and friends (BYO picnic)   

1:45 PM – Celebration Assembly  

• Featuring performances from our talented Performing Arts Groups.  

We hope you can join us for this memorable afternoon as we come together to celebrate 

education and family.  

Alisha Doran   

Kindergarten 2026 

 

Student Achievements 

Young People's Theatre has been performing an original musical 'The Shoemaker's Secret' based 

on the Brothers Grimm fairy-tale, 'The Elves and The Showmaker'. NEPS Year 6 student, Esther 

White, will be performing in the show and her last performance will be on Saturday, 2 August at 

2pm.  



Tickets are $28 and can be purchased 

at https://yptninc.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/sales/salesFind out if it's the mice who are 

making the shoes to help shoemaker, Willam? We hope you can come along! 

 

NEPS P & C Update 

 

Welcome to Week 1 from the P&C 

As the gates opened and the school grounds filled with the familiar buzz of chatter and laughter, 

it was truly heart-warming to see our school community come together once again. The energy 

was unmistakable — smiling faces, friendly greetings, and the comforting presence of students, 

staff, and families reconnecting after the break. 

There’s something special about returning after the holidays feeling refreshed and recharged. 

Whether it was time spent with family, a holiday adventure, or simply a slower pace to recharge, 

it’s clear that everyone has returned with a renewed sense of enthusiasm and readiness for the 

term ahead. 

We kicked off Term 3 in true community spirit with Circle Connections across our classes — a 

powerful way to reconnect, reflect, and set the tone for a term of learning, growth, and shared 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyptninc.sales.ticketsearch.com%2Fsales%2Fsales%2Fsales&data=05|02|newcastlee-p.school%40det.nsw.edu.au|66528cd0a1f24b61755308ddc7e6eec5|05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991|0|0|638886516862435718|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=b40Oh3WXyUBWbNp6k1hfUUoupK4b6AUb9rJjdq%2F2%2Fxo%3D&reserved=0


goals. These moments remind us of the strong relationships that form the foundation of our 

school culture. 

We’re looking forward to a busy and exciting term filled with new opportunities, challenges, and 

celebrations. Let’s continue to support one another and make Term 3 one to remember! 

Here are some important dates to put in your calendars: 

Public Education Week & Grandparents Day-Thursday 7th August 

Father’s Day Breakfast – Friday 5th September 

Art Show and School Disco – Thursday 11th September 

NEPS Carols Spectacular – Thursday 4th December 

Get in touch if you are interested in joining the P&C or helping with any of the events. We 

would love some extra hands and ideas! 

pcneps@gmail.com 

Fruit Box Fundraiser 

 



 

OOSH - Out of School Hours Care 

 



 

Bricks4Kidz 

 



Code Camp 

 

Spanish Lessons 

 



Creative Writing Club at NEPS 

Does your child love stories, have a big imagination, or just enjoy putting pencil to paper? Then 

they’ll love being part of the Creative Writing Club at NEPS!  

        When? Wednesday mornings 7:45- 8:45  

     Where? NEPS School Library  

      Who? All students in Years 2–6  

This exciting program is designed to inspire and support young writers as they build their 

confidence and creativity. Through fun, hands-on activities, students will:  

• Explore storytelling, poetry, and creative expression  

• Build key literacy skills in an enjoyable way  

• Learn writing tips from real authors  

• Share ideas in a friendly, supportive environment  

Whether your child is a budding author or just starting out, this club is the perfect space to 

learn, grow, and have fun with words.  

       Spots are limited – don’t miss out!  

To register or find out more, please contact Ed using the details below.  

Let their imagination soar with the Creative Writing Club at NEPS!                  

 



Community Notices 
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