
Dear parents/carers,

This week, the inaugural ‘Blue Mountains Public Schools Innovation Summit’ was held at Winmalee

High School and Katoomba High School. This summit is a targeted High Potential Gifted Education

initiative for our schools, where selected students have the opportunity to work through

challenges that focus on utilising and developing their talents in specific HPGE domains. For this

first event, the domains of focus were intellectual and social-emotional. Our school had two teams

attend this event, one from stage 2 and one from stage 3, with students selected based on their

demonstration of talents in the focus domains at school. 

The students approached the tasks of the day and the final challenge with an open mind, creativity

and enthusiasm. The way they navigated working as a team was a highlight, encouraging each

other, delegating and sharing the workload, and being courageous in their contributions. It was

such a privilege for me to share the day with our students and see them shine. We didn’t know the

final team presentations would be judged by the high school students, so were pleasantly

surprised when our stage 2 team was chosen as the winners. Special congratulations to Amy,

Charles, Harper and Thurston on this extra special achievement! 

Moving forward, the intention is for an Innovation Summit to be held each term, with a different

HPGE domain focus. The other domains to be included across this year are social-emotional,

creative and physical. I’m looking forward to sharing these opportunities with more students

during 2026 and beyond.

Yours in education,
Elise Berwick

Principal Safe, Respectful Learners
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More from the Innovation Summit...



Sporting Stars

Congratulations to the Eden, Isabelle and Kiera-Rae who who have all been selected for
the PSSA Blue Mountains girls soccer team. It’s a credit to their hard work to have all three
selected in a squad of just 12 girls. They will be training and competing in Term 2. How
exciting!

PBL Awards

Attendance Update

Our very first Silver Awards were presented at the
Captain’s Assembly today. It is wonderful to see that
142 students (64%), have achieved this award this term.
It certainly is a testament to the standard of behaviour
our students demonstrate when the majority of our
school are consistently being safe, respectful learners
across all settings in our school. It’s exciting to know
these students are on track to being eligible for the
School Medallion at the end of the year! 

All grades have achieved an attendance rate above 85% this term. The highest rate is for Year 1,
96.5% and the lowest rate is Year 5, 93.68%. Overall, our school attendance rate is 95.38%, which is

EXCELLENT! Well done MRPS on valuing being at school every day when you are well!



Staff Update

Last week I had the privilege of attending the
Executive Director Awards for regional north
directorate, where one of our staff received
an award. Jenny Doughty, our School
Administrative Manager, was one of nine
award recipients selected from across the
Blue Mountains for her work. In particular, she
was recognised for her exceptional leadership
of improvements to our office administration
and financial systems,  strengthening of
office staff accountability and her work in
finding cost effective solutions for our
school. Jenny is a strong support for the
school team, embracing challenges with
enthusiasm and building a high performance
culture among the school administration
team. Thank you Jenny for all that you do and
congratulations!

New School Administration Officer

Thinking ahead to Term 2

Congratulations to Mrs Ashley Passlow! She has been
appointed through a merit selection process as our new
permanent School Administration Officer. She will be
working every Monday and Tuesday in the office,
supporting staff, students and community. Mrs Passlow
has a strong passion and commitment to our school, as
well as a high level skillset. She is a fine addition to our Mt
Riv team. 
Welcome Mrs Passlow!

The school will open again on Monday 20 April for two School
Development Days.
Students will return from Wednesday 22 April. 
Please note: Monday 27 April has been declared an additional public
holiday following ANZAC Day by the Federal government. 
Also, the original school Cross Country date has been moved to
allow more time for students to prepare. It is now scheduled for
Wednesday 6 May in Week 3 of the term.



Library News
& Book BUZZ

MOST POPULAR BOOKS - TERM ONE

JUNIOR 

FICTION

K-2 

PICTURE

GRAPHIC 

NOVEL

SENIOR

FICTION

BEST BORROWERS - TERM ONE

KC - Henry, Harrison

1/2C -  Zara

1/2R - Matilda

3/4B - Addison 

3/4M - Lyla

3/4S - Iylah

5/6A - Jai
5/6S - Chloe

WITH MRS SMITH

PRC UPDATES

K-2 students have read 10-12 books with Mrs Smith, so they are a third of
the way to completing the challenge! The following Yr 3-6 students have

independently read and recorded their 20 books to complete the challenge:
Annabeth 5/6A

Leiah 3/4M



HARMONY DAY

FEATURES OF BOOKS

K-2 students read books with Mrs Smith about living harmoniously with each
other. Stage 1 collaborated in creating a word art with words about harmony

and their own names.

Stage 1 students explored the parts
of a book with Mrs Smith. We

particularly looked at displaying
books with the front cover or the

spine.

STAGE 3

CREATIONS

Students are continuing
their Mechanica creations

demonstrating great
imagination. 



READING ROCKSTARS

The following students have borrowed 10+
books this term. They are receiving a certificate,

three warins and their name displayed in the
library, to celebrate their fantastic reading!

     Chloe 5/6S
Jai  5/6A

Bonnie 5/6S
Isla S 3/4M

Harper R 3/4M
Xanthe  3/4B

Amy  3/4B
Addison  3/4B

Millie  3/4S
Louis  3/4M
Jack  3/4S
Lyla  3/4M

Leonardo  3/4B
Max  3/4M
Iylah 3/4S

Aoife  1/2T
Emerson  1/2T
Isabella  1/2T
Jayden  1/2T

Rose  1/2T
Madeline  1/2T

Zara S 1/2C
Hazel 1/2T
Mia  1/2T

Louisa 1/2C
Eloise 1/2T

Georgie 1/2T
Emersyn 1/2T
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