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Welcome back!

Hello everyone. We hope you've all had a restful and enjoyable break! It's fantastic to see
our school community coming back together, refreshed and ready for an exciting new term.
Students have hit the ground running, or swimming rather, diving straight into their
Intensive Swimming lessons on the very first day back. It's been great to see so much
enthusiasm and energy already, and students will have the weekend to rest up ready for
their last session on Monday.

Swimming lessons provide important water safety skills and knowledge - learning to

float, tread water, kick, move in water, and hold their breath are all essential water skills,
and we are pleased to be able to provide this learning free of charge to all of our students
through the use of school funding and our successful Sporting Schools grant application for
Term 4.

Last tferm saw students participating in loads of great activities and excursions - the
billycart derby Kidpreneur initiative and Art Exhibition, choir and music ensembles, HPGE
Discovery Day at Bobin, and our Bike-riding excursion to Taree cycle track - what a fun way
to finish of f what was another fantastic term. Like swimming, bike-riding is another great
life-skill, and we are thrilled to say that all students enjoyed their excursion to Taree and
are able to ride a bike at some level. The highlight for many was the ride Yo McDonald's at
the end for a well-earned icecream! Term 3's bike-riding experience stands our Grevillea
Class students in good stead for their cycle around Dubbo Zoo next month.

Looking ahead for Term 4, it's going to be another term full of fun and exciting events: our
Grevillea Class will travel on their major camp to Bathurst & Dubbo, we'll be welcoming our
incoming Kindy students back for their remaining orientations, all our students are beginning
auditions and rehearsals for their parts in our end-of-year school play, and we're all looking
forward to another spooky P&C Halloween Disco.....so much and more to look forward to!
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From your P&C

Our October meeting will be held at 8:30am on Tuesday 28™ October in the school library.
Come along and share your ideas for supporting our students this term.

On the agenda for this month:

* End-of-year student day * Billycart derby wrap-up
* Presentation Day raffle * Halloween disco
* Year 6 student farewell gifts * Timbertown Pie Drive

Newsletter inserts

= Mount George Hall BBQ Night flyer
= Mount George Hall Country Christmas
flyer

School photo gallery
September School Newsletter

YOU ARE INVITED TO

Come & Meet Santa
Enjoy All The Activities For All Ages
Markets, Christmas Movies, Lighting Of The Tree
& A Lot More. U
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Under the gumirees ¢

COME HUNGRY AND
READY FOR THE MEAT
RAFFLES & JOKER POKER

BYO DRINKS,

MEAT, SALAD. DECEMBER
DESSERT PLATE TO SHARE 7
STARTING FRIDAY 17™ OCT (S SATURDAY ’ é AT 2.30PM-
5.30PM TO 9PM - 8.30PM

EVERY FRIDAY 2025

GOLD COIN DONATION AT ENTRANCE
AT THE BACK OF MOUNT GEORGE HALL

Mount George School Of Arts Hall
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Attendance
Matters

Every student. Every clay.
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Principals Report September Newsletter

From the Principal’s Desk

Dear Families and Community,

We have had a busy and exciting time at school recently, and | am delighted to share some highlights with you.
Celebrating Our 8 Billy Cart Derby

At Mount George Public School, our annual community event exemplifies our commitment to the NSW Department
of Education’s Highly Performed Gifted and Talented Education (HPGE) policy. This vibrant event offers students rich
learning opportunities across physical, social-emotional, creative, and intellectual domains.

Highlights of the event include:

Student-created artworks showcased in the Art Exhibition

e Performances by our choir and music ensembles

e The Kidpreneur initiative, providing students with hands-on entrepreneurial experience through market
stalls that develop communication and social skills

e The Billy Cart Derby, where students design, build, and race their own billy carts in a friendly competition
e Fundraising activities such as putt-putt and plaster of Paris crafts

Beyond its educational benefits, this event has played a pivotal role in reshaping perceptions of Mount George and
our school community. It has enhanced our school’s reputation, revitalised community spirit, and instiled a strong
sense of pride among our students.

| extend our sincere gratitude to the P&C, one of the smallest yet most dedicated in the state. Your continued
support is invaluable to the success of this event and to the broader Mount George community.

Thank you for being part of this remarkable journey.
State-Bound Relay Team Shines at Hunter PSSA Athletics Championships

Congratulations to our School Relay Team—Quintin Reece, Jackson Gillette, Tom Falla, and Huey Reece—who
delivered a convincing victory at the Hunter PSSA Athletics Championships! Their remarkable teamwork, speed, and
endurance have earned them a well-deserved spot to compete at the State Athletics Championships in Sydney next
month. We wish them the very best as they represent our school and community on the state stage.

Soccer Team Matches Our Best Ever Result in NSW PSSA Small Schools Knockout

Our School Soccer Team has matched our highest ever placing in the NSW PSSA Small Schools Soccer Knockout by
advancing to the quarter-finals. The journey began with an exciting 3-2 win over Laguna, highlighted by outstanding
performances across the team, with special mention to Ben Falla and Quintin Reece for their exceptional skill and
effort.

In the quarter-final, we faced Mulbring Public School, a much larger school nearly three times our size. Despite the
physical nature of the match, our players remained composed, respectful, and showed true grit. Quintin Reece and
Tom Falla stood out with their relentless effort and leadership on the field. Though the game was tough and left our
team battered and bruised, their commitment and sportsmanship made us incredibly proud.

Check-in Assessments Completed
Last week, our students in Years 3 to 6 completed their annual Check-in Assessments. These assessments give us
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important information about each student’s progress and help us tailor our teaching to support their learning needs.
Our Year 6 students also completed a writing assessment to help prepare them for the transition to high school.

Rube Goldberg Machine Challenge: Innovation and Teamwork in Action

Our students embraced the Rube Goldberg Machine challenge, demonstrating creativity, scientific thinking, and
collaboration. The winning team for 2025—0Olivia, Florence, Summer, Amaya, and Liarnah—designed an ingenious
machine that ultimately turned on the interactive whiteboard, showcasing their understanding of cause and effect,
energy transfer, and mechanical processes.

Beyond the science and engineering skills developed, this challenge fostered important social-emotional benefits.
Working closely as a team encouraged persistence and resilience as students problem-solved through trial and error.
Communication was key, with members sharing ideas, negotiating roles, and supporting one another to achieve
their shared goal. These experiences build critical skills that extend well beyond the classroom.

To celebrate and share all the amazing projects, a link to the Taree Small Schools Sharing Platform is available for the
community to explore the inventive machines created by our small schools network.

Debating Team: Thoughtful Engagement and Strong Performances

Our debating team has also made us proud with their enthusiastic participation and excellent results in three recent
debates. The team—Florence, Quin, Amaya, Jackson, Tom, and Summer—engaged with a variety of thought-
provoking topics, including:

e  Why all schools should have a garden
e  Why all homes shouldn’t have pets
e  Why students shouldn’t have to wear a school uniform

They secured a win against Lansdowne Public School, earned a draw with Coopernook, and narrowly missed victory
against Bungwahl Public School. Their success reflects their growing confidence, critical thinking, and respectful
communication skills.

HPGE Discovery Day at Bobin Public School

Our students had a fantastic opportunity to participate in a High Potential and Gifted Education (HPGE) Discovery
Day at Bobin Public School, working alongside the Fire Service. The day featured a safety talk from the Fire Brigade
on emergency responses, an engaging science experiment with Norm and Helen from Crystal-A-Con, and exciting
demonstrations including a fire truck and a controlled burning house. It was a memorable experience that combined
learning about fire safety, science, and emergency preparedness in a hands-on way.

Upcoming Bike Riding Excursion

As part of our road and bike safety unit, led by Miss Evans, students will be heading to the Taree Bike Park on the last
day of term for a bike riding excursion. This will be an important chance for them to put their safety knowledge into
practice and build confidence riding in a safe environment.

School Website Training and School Plan Focus Areas for Next Term

Next term, Leanne and Peter will complete training to help manage and update our school website, improving how
we communicate with you and share school news.

Looking ahead, our school plan continues to prioritise support for HPGE students and a focus on vocabulary
development across all year levels. Teachers will engage in professional learning around data analysis to better
inform teaching strategies. We are also committed to embedding explicit teaching practices school-wide, including
clear learning intentions and success criteria, the gradual release of responsibility model (“I do, We do, You do”), and
daily reviews to strengthen student understanding.
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