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Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and Community Members,

| am excited to share some wonderful updates from our school regarding our students'
achievements and upcoming events:

Small Schools Soccer PSSA State Knockout: | am thrilled to report on the outstanding
performance of our soccer team in the recent PSSA state knockout. Our students showcased
their talent and teamwork, successfully progressing through rounds two and three. In our first
match against Moorland, we achieved a remarkable victory with a score of 5-1, followed by
another impressive win where we defeated our next opponents 5-2.

Special mentions go to our goal scorers: Quin, Tom, Finn, Huey, and Jackson, who played
pivotal roles in securing these wins. Our team was expertly led by captain Quintin Reece,
whose leadership and determination were inspiring. Additionally, Tom Falla delivered two
dominant performances that significantly contributed to our success. This remarkable effort
demonstrates not only the skill of our players, but also their sportsmanship and commitment
to teamwork. We are now among the last 16 teams in the competition, and | am certain that
our students will continue to make us proud.

Small Schools Public Speaking Finals: | am pleased to announce our school's participation in
the Small Schools Public Speaking Finals. Our students have been working diligently on their
speechwriting and presentation skills, selecting topics of personal interest to engage their
audience. From these efforts, we have chosen outstanding representatives from Stage 2 and
Stage 3 to compete at the finals in Taree this Wednesday.

Our Stage 2 representatives are Finn Warren and Huey Reece, while Summer Te-Wake will
represent Stage 3. We are excited to see their hard work come to fruition and look forward to
supporting them as they take the stage.

Small Schools Online Art Exhibition: | am excited to announce our upcoming Small Schools
Online Art Exhibition, themed 'small,’ which has inspired our students' artworks. This
exhibition will take place in Week 10 on Thursday at 12:00 PM. We are fortunate to have
Rachel Piercy, the director of the Manning Art Gallery, volunteering her time to provide
feedback to our students. She will identify three "Highly Commended" awards per stage.
Parents are invited to join the event, and a link will be sent out to families next week.
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Small Schools Netball: Our small schools netball fixture against Taree Public School is
scheduled for this Friday at the Taree Netball Courts. A heartfelt thank you to Lisa Reece for
volunteering her time to help run the training sessions and prepare our students for the
match. We appreciate her dedication and support.

P&C Disco: Our Semester 1 disco will be held next Tuesday 1°* July with the theme
“Neon/Fluoro”. Thanks in advance to our G.A., Mark, and to the P&C for organising and
contributing to this event. School discos are a fun way for our students to unwind and
enhance their overall schooling experience.

Student Reports: As we approach the end of the term, | want to inform you that student
reports will be handed out in the last week of term. We have made changes to our reports to
align with the updated NSW Department of Education reporting guidelines. The aim is to
make them simpler and more user-friendly for parents and students while streamlining the
process for our teaching professionals. All parents will have the opportunity to discuss their
child's report with their classroom teacher during Learning Conversations early in Term 3.

NSW Public School Survey for Years 3-6: In Term 2, our school will participate in the NSW
Public Schools Survey for students in years 3-6. This survey, conducted by the NSW
Department of Education, invites students to provide valuable feedback on their school life,
engagement, and teacher interactions. The insights gained will help drive improvements in
student wellbeing and engagement across all NSW public schools. An opt-out form was sent
to all families for anyone wishing to opt-out.

HPGE Opportunities: In addition to the art exhibition and sporting events that provide
opportunities for students to demonstrate their talents in the creative and physical domains,
our school has been challenging students in the social-emotional and intellectual domains
through lock-out challenges and the Maths Olympiad this term. Furthermore, next term, we
will be adding Debating to the mix.

NAIDOC Day Celebration: We will celebrate NAIDOC Day next term in collaboration with the
Biripi community and the Taree Schools community. More information will be provided in the
coming weeks.

Bathurst & Dubbo Excursion Update: With all activities locked in and the itinerary firmed,
camp deposits for the Bathurst excursion are due at the end of this term to secure your
child's place. Thank you for filling out the bike survey. Our aim is to provide the students with
a road safety program as part of the PDHPE curriculum and sports focus next term, as well as
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to build bike skills and stamina in all students so that they can successfully participate in the
Dubbo Zoo riding experience.

Mount George PS Athletics Afternoon: Due to the impact of the East Coast weather event and
the cancellation of the Small Schools Athletics Carnival, last year's zone qualifiers will have the
opportunity to compete in the events that they qualified for in 2024. Additionally, any
outstanding students from this year in the respective fields will also be able to compete at the
Manning Zone Athletics next term. To give all students a chance to compete in some events,
we will hold a modified athletics afternoon with adjusted track and field events at our school.
Students will participate in a range of activities, including running, long jump, shot put, and
novelty events. This will take place at 12 PM on Tuesday 1** July, and all families are welcome
to attend.

Thank you for your continued support.
Kind regards,

Peter Falla, Principal

Student Writing Samples

By Florence Lednor - Some older looking men would just be rowing around town through
flood waters, desperate to get to a shelter, slowly but surely making their ways.

While oaring along, one of the men would drop his oar down onto the boat and put his hand
up to silence the chatter and pulling of the boat, he would turn around.

“A little boy! I can hear ‘em screaming!” Said the kind-hearted man, turning the boat
around.

“Ohl Alright, let’s search the house, but if we don’t find anyone, we're leaving.”
“Oh, shush you! We're helping people out.”

Once inside the other half of town, the men would sit their boat up on a bench, tying it down
before pushing aggressively their ways through the pouring water, squishing and squelching
sounds just below them, the water bellowing. Scraping just above their knees, grunting but
pushing forward.

Once inside the flooding house, the walls were covered in a thick layer of brown and green,
water pouring in, they would hear small crying sounds, followed by barking of what seemed
to be a dog, paddling above water. Continued over thepage..............
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The men would barge through the door, using a couch the block out more water from the
doorway, it was a toddler’s room, blue beautiful painting on the walls, ruined by moss and
garbage, the boy’s bed rotting away, and what seemed like a baby lying in a crib, crying.

“Oh, your poor things!!” Bellowed the man, wiping mud from his face, though it wasn'’t very
effective considering his trade shirt was covered in even more mud and scratches.

Without hesitation, the men would pick up the crying boy, he had a soft blue hoodie on and
brown fluffy hair hiding his eyes, wet everywhere from the mud. The next man would hoist
up the rather large husky, it was covered in brown slop, its feet grasping for land, before
grabbing the baby girl who had nested into his chest, contented that they had been saved.

Once outside, they would climb back into the boat, two of the men staying on the ground to
assist with pulling people on it if needed, scraping their knees even more.

“Thank God you're both safe now!”
The men would push the boat quietly down the stream, laughing and yawning.

A couple of days later, they had all evacuated to a much calmer place, the grass instead of
being wet and itchy, it was a rather lush and calming feeling, like as if summer sap had
fallen, it smelt like fresh honey, as if a bee had pollinated the flowers around them, unlike the
usual smell of garbage mixed with old fish bones or rotten compost that had joined the
stream of goop.

“Well, we're going to have to help back home, the houses are still flooded.” Sighed one of
the elder men, relaxing as he stood up, hoisting the car keys from his pocket.

“Alright, mates. Back to work”

The man would pull himself to his feet, toes pushing through the muddy boots slightly as
they all got into the truck, having a good yarn.  LE END )

By Jackson Gillett - There was a boy and a cat. It had problems with its heart. It never
attacked anyone. It was a good cat, however it just left there during a flood. At first, the boy
thought it would come back. But a week passed and there was no sign of the cat. The boy
loved his cat. He had him for years. This cat had experienced the 2021 floods. It's not been
here for two weeks, and my cat has not been seen since. That was my cat. I love it and he
loved me. Every time 1 had a bad day he was there. He was the best cat. He was abandoned
and left behind by his original owners. Loki, if you see from heaven, I love you with all my
heart. I'm crying as i write this. I'd do anything to swap places with you. R.I.P. Loki ?7? To
2025 Bye for last time. Loki. I love you Loki and I miss you.

based on a true story.
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Artwork featured in
schools online exhibition

THE GALAXY — entry by
Summer Te-Wake into the
Showcasing Small Schools -
Taree Art Exhibition

"The galaxy painting is where
all the planets are from
smallest to largest with two
black holes on two corners
with pink/purple looking
galaxy. It was painted with
water paints, and it shows the
different sizes of all the
planets. And it took a few
weeks to make."

Artwork 3: by Indie Arnold
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From your P&C

The P&C would just like to thank all the parents and community members who supported our
recent “Pie Drive”. We have now run this drive twice and, on both occasions, it has been a
great success in terms of delivering yummy pies to all of you, and in supporting our students
and our school. The support of the community is vital in helping us provide enriching and
educational experiences for the children so, from the P&C, a great big thank you goes out to
all of you who help make this community a great place to live and bring up our kids.

While we're on the subject of pies (who doesn't like pie?), the P&C will be holding another pie
drive early in term three so please keep an eye out for further information.

In other news, the P&C has been busy with other fundraising activities with the aim of
supporting our students' Bathurst & Dubbo excursion. This has included the Mothers’ Day
pictures and frames (a huge shoutout to Beate Warren for her help with this), Special food
days, and the weekly running of the school canteen. We really appreciate everyone getting
behind us with these activities and your support helps us meet our goals for the kids.

Finally, next Tuesday 1st of July, get ready to dance at our Winter disco. This year's Winter
disco has a Neon/Fluoro theme. We hope to see all our students there and, remember,
younger siblings are welcome, but they must be supervised by an accompanying adult.

Once again, many thanks from all of us on the P&C and we hope to see you next Tuesday.

- Grant Lednor, P&C Secretary

Newsletter inserts

* Cattle Call Theatre flyer " June photo gallery
=  Attendance Matters

Cattle Call Theatre

EANDER DOWN MEMORY LANE
WITH THIS MUSICAL
PERFORMANCE OF YOUR
FAVOURITE SONGS

Ideal for families!

Show starts at 2pm
followed by afternoon tea

Saturday 24 May 2025

Sunday 25 May 2025
Cost $5 (no concessions)

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

Bookings & enguiries to Performances by local

Gretaon 0455 342 316 talents at this new
community theatre

cattlecalltheatre@gmail.com

Every student Every day.

CATTLE CALL
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