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Principal’s Report
Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome to the 2025 School Year. It is wonderful to be back at Mount George PS after a long, well-
earned summer holiday break.

Over the previous week, staff have been working busily to prepare for the school year. We have been
working on our school plan priorities of Growth & Attainment and Wellbeing & Engagement. We have
also been working on Department of Education system priorities -- particularly how we provide
equitable and exceptional learning experiences and outcomes for students and families. | am proud of
the work we do in this space and look forward to progressing this work. We have spent considerable
time planning Mathematics and English units of work as we navigate a still relatively new syllabus,
and our staff all have a strong lens on personalising learning to meet the individual needs of our
classes. Teachers have spent time preparing their classrooms and learning programs to ensure we
have hit the ground running.

Our school has had some infrastructure work
completed over the break. We have managed to be
successful with the help of the local assets
management team to pick up a grant that will update
our playground. Our playground now has new softfall
to replace the old wood chip base. This work is due to
be completed within the week. Unfortunately, there was |
a need to remove two surrounding trees to prevent the :
surface being compromised by upwelling roots. In
addition, we have improved the access to the oval with
a new retaining wall and steps, as well as replaced the
asbestos floor tiles in the library (residence) building.

Our transition into our new class structure has been smooth, with all students and teachers settling
in positively. We warmly welcome the Richards & Lee families to our school community and Mason L.,
Axavier, Summer, & Xander to their new school.

Our new class structure and staff for 2025 is:
Grevillea — Stage 2 & Stage 3 - Mr Peter Falla Small Group Tuition — Ms Rebecca Mahar
Banksia — Early Stage 1 & Stage 1 — Mrs SLSO — Mrs Diane Thompson
Whitney Owens & Miss Ellana George SAM — Miss Leanne Fulton

Music & RFF — Miss B E
usic & iss Bernadette Evans GA — Mark Hayward

RFF & Learning Support — Miss Ellana George
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| am really excited as we begin this year. This school year promises to be filled with exciting
opportunities for all our students. From engaging classroom activities to special events, we have a
fantastic line-up planned that will foster creativity, curiosity, and a love for learning. Our goal is to
create an environment where every child feels supported, challenged, and inspired to reach their full
potential, and we are aiming to do this through our highly-differentiated curriculum from both an
academic and social lens.

We have an exciting term ahead, starting with Healthy Harold and the Life Education Van.

Life Ed has been trusted to deliver education to over 7 million children and young people
since 1979. You yourself may be a Healthy Harold graduate. Life Ed offers schools a unique,
curriculum-based program empowering children to make safer and healthier choices through
education.

Life Ed is a 60-90 minute interactive lesson delivered by specialist educators. The face to face
lesson is also accompanied by a range of pre and post visit lessons to help extend and
reinforce the learning. The face to face lessons may be delivered in a mobile learning centre; a
pop-up classroom, in your child'’s classroom and also virtually. We follow Covid safe practices
and all Life Ed employees are required to have a Working With Children Check.

The lessons cover a range of topics across the three core areas of physical health, safety
and social and emotional wellbeing. We have developed the lessons specifically to be unique,
memorable and interactive experiences.

There are 3 preschool modules and 12 primary modules Life
Ed delivers, covering popular topics such as:

e How nutrition and physical activity contribute to a healthy lifestyle.

o Online safety education including strategies for recognising, reacting and reporting
predatory or unsafe situations.

o Strategies to deal with bullying and cyberbullying.

e Resilience, self-awareness, self-management and social awareness.
o Respectful relationships and consent.

o Decisions, peer pressure, responsibility and consequences.

e Alcohol and other drug education (in age appropriate contexts).

o Ways to keep safe at home, school and in the community.

Visit our module overview page to find out more and our Family Resources page to search for
more information on the topics covered in your child’s Life Ed visit. Our family resources
are free and support families in helping their children and young people to thrive.

Our Small Schools Swimming Carnival, will be held next Thursday, 20" February, at Wingham Pool.
The carnival is a great opportunity for our students to participate, represent Mount George PS, and
have some fun.

Learning Conversations will be on Tuesday of Week 5 (25% February). This will provide an excellent
opportunity to meet your child’s teacher and for students and parents to come together to discuss
learning goals and progress in learning. This is an important opportunity to ensure that we are
working together to support each student's learning journey.
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Italian language elective lessons will be starting this week and provide students with the opportunity
to learn a new language and broaden their cultural knowledge.

Our Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program commences in week 5 and will run every odd week
from 12.00pm — 1.30pm. We are seeking parent volunteers to assist with the program. If you are
interested in volunteering, please contact the school office.

NAPLAN will again be held earlier this year in Term 1 - 12-24 March— and is for Years 3 and 5
students. More information will be communicated closer to the date.

We are pleased to announce the dates for our upcoming school Campout with Kids program for
students and parents. This year's campout will take place on Friday 4th April (Week 10) at Mount
George Public School. This is a fantastic program where one student from each family will camp out
with one parent or grandparent, participating in a range of activities such as team-building exercises,
games, campfire etc. It is an opportunity for students to connect, develop teamwork and leadership
skills, and create memories that will last a lifetime.

The program will be led by the teachers of Mount George PS, and all necessary equipment and meals
will be provided.

This campout is open to all families and is designed to be an overnight adventure. We encourage
parents to sign up for this exciting opportunity.

A detailed schedule of events and a list of items that students will need to bring will be provided to
registered participants closer to the date of the campout.

A registration form will be available on the School Bytes app next week but please don't hesitate to
contact the school if you have any queries in the meantime.

For all communication with the school, or to make an appointment to speak with your child’s
classroom teacher, please phone the school office on 65506555 or email at mtgeorge-
p.school@det.nsw.edu.au.

We look forward to an exciting and productive term ahead.

Warm regards,

Peter Falla,
Principal
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Other school news

From your P&C - The P&C’s Annual General Meeting (A.G.M.) will be held at 8:30am, Tuesday
25" February (Week 5). All families are encouraged to attend, with the first general meeting
of the year to immediately follow. All committee positions will be open for nomination.

On the agenda for the February general meeting will be school canteen options, special food
days, Easter festivities, Cross-Country BBQ fundraiser, Timbertown Pies fundraiser, Mothers’
Day, this year’s annual school camp, and other items that provide support and fun for all
students of Mount George Public School.

Return and Earn - Thank you to all the students, families, and community members who have
supported our school Return and Earn campaign. Since its inception, our campaign has raised
funds for our school’s Kitchen Garden resources, including our aquaponics and beekeeping
programs. The program also helps to promote appropriate disposal of containers from food
and drink consumed on-site by students, staff, and visitors.

If you would like to support our fundraiser, our school accepts donations of empty eligible
bottles, cans, and poppers (please double-bag to prevent leaks) or you can nominate our
school’s campaign at any Return and Earn collection point as your preferred “active payout” if
using the app. You will find our fundraiser listed under “School Cooking, Beekeeping,
Aquaponic & Gardening Projects”.

School Therapy Dog - We are very happy to announce that our therapy dog, Hugo, will be at
our school once again this year! Hugo passed his annual therapy dog assessment late last
year with flying colours. Therapy dogs in schools can provide comfort, companionship, and
emotional support to students and staff, and Hugo is a very popular and valuable member of
our team here at Mount George Public School.

Newsletter inserts

» January/February photo gallery = Cattle Call Theatre flyer, from the
» Term 1calendar of events Mount George School of Arts Hall
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2025 Term 1 school calendar

Week 4
Wednesday | - ZOMNE Tennizs Trials
- Whole-zchool dzzembly - families invited to attend
Thursday | - Small Schools Swimmming Carnival
Week 5
Tuesday | - Learning Conversations meetings
- PEC A.GQ.M. & first General Meeting for 2025
Thursday | - ZOME Swimming Carnival (for qualifying students)
Friday | - Kitchen Garden class
Week 7
Friday | Kitchen Garden class
Week 8
Wednesday | - Whele-zehool dzzembly - families invited to attend
Week 8
Friday | - Kitchan Garden class
Week 10
Friday | - Campout with Kids!
Week 11
Friday | - Kitchen Garden class
Term 1 school holidays. School resumes Wednesday 30 April, 2025

valale of Hag staoe? \Wiagthey

o Avéiling 0T PEYTOYMALIALG

CATTLE CALL Lo e, avd e,

—["‘-)e 3 -l-re WE HAVE A PLACE

FOR YOU.
No experience? No problem!
No fees, just opportunities.

imagine a space where you  This newly formed comrmunity
ce make  Sroupisled by the incredibly

oy to talented Greta Warmer, whose
ough a ea.ﬂ:v;.:v caresrasa theatre production
manager has brought
countless productions to life at
prestigious venues across
MW With her expertise, we
aim to create a vibrant hub for
performing arts, right here in
your local community.

Ready to discover your passion for the performing arts?
Join us, and let’s make magic happen!

Beyond the stage we'll be
el 7 fively street

ces atlocal events
as well a3 g & venue for

For more info contact Greta 0455 342 316 / Ron 0418 423 654
cattlecalltheatre@gmail.com
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