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Principal's letter
Term 1 Week 2 - 5 February 2025

Key Dates

Dear Michelago Public School family,
Welcome back to a new school year! We hope you all had a wonderful school break and are feeling
refreshed and ready for another great year at our little school.
As we embark on this new chapter, we want to inform you that there are several important changes
highlighted in this newsletter. We encourage everyone to read it carefully to stay updated on the latest
information, initiatives, and events happening in our school.
Thank you for your continued support and here's to another year of school and family working together!
Sincerely,
Geoff

Tues 11 Feb - Life Education Visit

Fri 14 Feb - Swimming Carnival @ Captains Flat

Wed 19 Feb - District Swimming Carnival @ Cooma

We are making a small change to our morning routine to help improve organisation and safety.
Fine Weather: Students will place their bags in a neat line underneath the basketball hoop in the
concrete area near the yarning circle.
Wet Weather: Bags will be placed outside the multi-purpose room, and students will move to our new
open space for wet weather supervision.
Teachers will be available each morning to guide students and parents on where to place bags. We
appreciate your support as students adjust to this new routine, and we expect they will settle into it
quickly.

Changes to Morning Routines

We warmly invite parents to join us for morning tea tomorrow! This is a great opportunity to catch up
with our staff and meet both our new and returning team members.
📅 When: Tomorrow, 8:30 – 9:00 AM
 📍 Where: outside the new library
Parents can help themselves to tea, coffee, and refreshments, while students can enjoy a muffin. We look
forward to seeing you there, come and take look at our new library and learning spaces!

Welcome back to school morning tea for Parents 
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Hi everyone!
My name is Miss Lynne Gittoes and I am excited to be 
teaching at Michelago Public School in 2025. 
A bit about me:- I have been teaching for over 35 years 
in Sydney, the central west of NSW, and last year in Khancoban.
I have also spent time teaching in New Zealand and the UK. 
I prefer small schools and am loving the country life
(although there are some aspects that take a bit of getting 
used to!)
In my spare time I love to read and do puzzles (trivia,
jigsaws, crosswords etc). I also enjoy crafts such as 
scrapbooking and cross stitch. I love animals, although I 
currently do not have any pets. I enjoy travelling, having visited 
a variety of places in Europe and North America, and would love
to get to Africa and Antarctica in the future.
I have a passion for history and learning about life in the past. 
I love visiting museums and historical sites and am looking 
forward to learning more about Michelago and its history. 
I am also enthusiastically planning visits to Canberra’s 
many museums!
Everyone I have met here has been very friendly and welcoming so I am sure I will enjoy my time
here at Michelago. I am looking forward to getting to know the students and their families and I
hope we will have a fun, productive year together.

Meet Miss Gittoes

2025 Classes

We are excited to share some important updates to classes for the upcoming school year! This
year, we will have two main classes: a Primary 3-6 class and an Infants K-2 class.
Our K-2 class has moved into the old library building, which has been transformed beautifully to
create an inspiring learning environment. Our dedicated K-2 teacher this year is Susan Tillack,
and we are thrilled to welcome Lynne Gittoes as our 3-6 teacher.
Additionally, Geoff Smith will be taking Years 3-4 for literacy and numeracy during the week. On
Wednesdays, Geoff will also be teaching Personal Development Health and Physical Education
(PDHPE), allowing our teachers to have Release from Face to Face teaching (RFF). 
Further, Geoff will be taking on the learning and support role, providing small group tuition and
one-on-one intervention to enhance our students' learning experiences.
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School Hats 

As it is Term 1 our “no hat - shaded play” policy  is now
active.
All students are required to wear a wide brimmed hat
when out at recess, lunch and for sport. 
It is also recommended that they apply sunscreen
before coming to school and, if required, use additional
sunscreen during the day.
New hats are available from the school office for $17.00.

2025 Staffing
This year, our school community has experienced a small number of staffing changes, with most
of our staff returning. 
We are excited to welcome our new full-time teacher, Lynne Gittoes, to our team alongside
Susan Tillack and Geoffrey Smith.
Additionally, our part-time School Learning and Support Officer (SLSO), Abby McPherson, is
returning to support our students three days per week, while Louise Noordhof continues in her
role. 
Our administration and maintenance team remains strong with Jan as our School
Administration Manager and Ralph as our General Assistant. 
We have a cracking team ready to give the kids the best time in 2025! 
We would also like to take a moment to wish Kayla Robbie and Clare Whittaker all the best as
they transition to their new schools. We appreciate their contributions to our community. 
Harry will continue on as a casual SLSO as he undertakes studies in primary education.
 Selective High School 

Applications for Year 7 entry to selective high schools in 2026 are now open.
From this year on, the application period is at the same time and over an extended period, 7
November 2024 to 21 February 2025. 
The placement tests will be computer-based and held at external test centres.
For more information and to submit an application please go to -

www.education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-
setting/selective-high-schools

A copy of the application guide is also available from the school office.
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Attendance 
Room Changes

You may have noticed our team working very hard during the break and on staff development
days to prepare for the upcoming year. We would like to inform you of a few important changes
that have taken place:
The office has been freshly repainted and is looking great! We have relocated the library to the
old tech room (formerly Mr. Smith's room), and the team has done a fantastic job moving
everything over—it looks amazing! The K-2 room is now in the old library space, and Mrs. T has
been working diligently to get her classroom ready; it’s looking fantastic!
The 3-6 room will continue to serve as the primary classroom, with a few modifications made for
Miss Gittoes's class. Additionally, the old K-2 room has been transformed into our new
multipurpose room. This space will be used as a classroom for Mr. Smith, a place for wet weather
activities, and a venue for assemblies and whole school lessons indoors.
Please note that before and after school care will move into the multipurpose room at the end of
Term 1, and we will be using the library until then. Importantly, if you are dropping your child off
for before school care or picking them up from after school care, you will need to go to the new
library (the old tech room).
Thank you for your understanding and support as we make these exciting changes to enhance
our learning environment!
 
 


