
Dear Parents, Carers and Grandparents,
Over the past weeks, our students have been learning about
Reconciliation Week. In 2026, Reconciliation Week took place from
Wednesday, 27 May to Wednesday, 3 June. Reconciliation Week
serves as a dedicated time for all Australians to learn about shared
histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each
individual can contribute to the ongoing journey of reconciliation.
This learning took place through storytelling and when students
were making a range of headbands, necklaces, boomerangs,
message sticks, rain sticks, leaf wreaths and woven baskets for the
upcoming NAIDOC Week Koori Market Celebrations at Merimbula
PS. Our school site has been a meeting and trading
place, supporting learning for thousands of years. 
Archaeological digs have shared where such has
taken place. What a special place we learn at!
Principal - Mrs Michelle Huddleston

Congratulations to the Boys Touch Football Team, who won their Round 4 PSSA match on Wednesday, against Batemans Bay PS. The
boys played fantastically, worked hard as a team, and came away with an impressive 8–2 victory! Thank you to Batemans Bay for

playing the game in great spirits and making the long trip down to play us. Thank you to all of the parents who came along and helped
with running the game. A big thank you also to Mr Andrew Michelin, who gave up his time to referee the match. Thank you to Mr Mace

for coaching the team! The boys now progress to the next stage of the knockout competition. Keep up the hard work, boys!.

NEWSLETTER
WEEK 9:
Monday, June 15: Student Voice: 
3-Way-Conferences 3.10-4.30pm *prior
bookings required; 2027 Kindergarten
Interviews; Kids Help Line ‘Largest Anti-
Bullying Lesson’ online. 
Tuesday, June 16: Regional Multicultural
Speaking Festival Finals @ Narooma; 2027
Kindergarten Interviews.
Wednesday, June 17: 1T hosting the K-2
Assembly @ 2pm in the Jackson Hall.
Thursday, June 18: Mid-Year Personalised
Learning and Support Plan Meetings
Commence (Family Classes / selected
students); Years 3 to 6 Athletics Carnival.
Friday, June 19: South Coast PSSA Golf Trials.
WEEK 10:
Monday, June 22: Student Voice: 
3-Way-Conferences cont.; Koori Market Day.
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Sites where archaeological digs
on the MPS site have located

3000 to 6000 year old
artefacts!



NAIDOC Week Celebration: The 2026 National NAIDOC Week theme is "50 Years of Deadly". To
celebrate this ‘deadly event’, all Merimbula Public School students will be taking part in our
traditional Koori Markets, on Monday June 22 (11.30am). Students will be trading artifacts they
have created/made at school, as Aboriginal peoples of the area did on this site for
thousands of years. Familes are welcome to come and watch the event if they like, but no
items are for sale. 

To further celebrate “50 Years of Deadly”, all Stage 3 students will be taking part in an
Aboriginal Education excursion to Jigamy Farm on Tuesday, July 28 (Week 2, Term 3). This
educational experience and travel costs will be funded by the school. Permission notes will be
available via School Bytes in the coming week. 

IPTAAS Funding Support: IPTAAS (Isolated Patients Travel and Accommodation Assistance
Scheme) is a NSW Government initiative designed to help with financial assistance towards
travel and accommodation costs when a patient needs to travel lengthy distances for
specialist medical treatment. IPTAAS provides financial assistance from the NSW Government
towards your travel and accommodation costs when you need to travel long distances for
specialised health treatment that is not available locally (for example if you need to take
someone in your family to Canberra or Sydney for a medical appointment).
To be eligible for IPTAAS, you must:

be a resident of NSW including Lord Howe Island;
be enrolled with Medicare;
not be receiving, or eligible for, financial assistance for travel and accommodation from
third party insurance or other Australian government services;
receive treatment at the nearest approved health service;
travel from your residence for treatment at least 100km (one way), or at least 200km in a
week by making multiple trips to and from the same specialist or highly specialised health
service.

You may receive payments for the following: private vehicle travel, public transport (trains,
buses, and ferries), taxis (including ride sharing like Uber), air travel (in special
circumstances) and accommodation.

For program information visit www.iptaas.health.nsw.gov.au For online application support,
please contact 1800 IPTAAS (1800 478 227).

Application for School-Based Support Services: Due to recent policy changes, a range of
referral processes have changed in schools. Relevant form changes have been updated to
include new convenient online application forms on our School Bytes Parent Portal.

Consistent with these changes, and in minimising time constraints for busy families, two
parents no longer have to sign applications. Only one parent is now required, even in the
case of separated family arrangements, to sign applications for their child to receive the
following support services: Learning Support Team Assistance/Referral, School
Counsellor/Psychologist Referral, and Kids Clinic Wellbeing Hub Referrals. Further to this,
Health Care Plans, including Prescribed Medication Plans, now need only one parent/carer
signature for the school to be able to meet with the parent and plan for implementation.

Student Assistance: In current financial times, we understand that families may experience
hardship. This is why our school continues to support all students and families in the following
ways:

Providing fee-free quality education, explicit teaching and extra-curricular activities.
Providing free stationery, resources, technology access, disability and inclusion support
tools (where necessary) and access to world class facilities and opportunities.
Providing reduced, subsidised and at times no cost events, excursions and opportunities
for students.
Supporting families with uniform assistance.
Funding a free Breakfast Club, daily, for all students. 
Supporting students in need with lunches, uniforms and excursion support on application. 

If your family/child requires support with upcoming events that do have a cost, or with school
uniform subsidies as we come into the winter months, please complete a Student Assistance
Request Form to make a request. These forms are located in the ‘Forms’ section on School
Bytes. Applications will be treated with upmost confidentiality.

Superhero Lunch Term 2: Our Term 2 Playground Superheroes will be having their special
lunch with the Principal in the Staffroom in Week 10 this term, Monday, June 22 at 10.30am.
Students who will be attending will be announced in next week’s newsletter.

 

NSW Multicultural Health
Communication Support Service

SRC End-of-Term Positive Behaviour for
Learning Disco! 

Our SRC will be hosting a Disco on
Thursday, July 2 (the last week of Term
2). K-2 students will have their eating

time at 10.50am (10 minutes early) ready
for their 11-11.30am Disco at Lunch. Years

3 to 6 sudents will have their Disco at
recess, following eating time, between

1.25-1.55pm. 
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Multicultural Speaking Festival
Regional Finalists

Good luck to these Multicultural
Speaking Festival Regional Finalists

who are representing MPS in
Narooma next Tuesday!

https://www.iptaas.health.nsw.gov.au/for-patients/approved-health-services
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