
Dear Parents, Carers and Grandparents,
Thank you to all of the parents, carers and community members who continue to attend our Catch
Up Cuppas and P&C Meetings. We love hearing your feedback, taking it on board, and working
collaboratively to improve our school, teaching, programs, events and initiatives. Our 2026
Parent/Carer survey details have been sent home today via School Bytes. NSW Public School
students in Years 3 to 12, and all staff, will be surveyed for their feedback before the end of Term 2. 
The link is as follows: https://surveyme.education.nsw.gov.au/sc/9H-_FadorLBb7YBd6TmiVA2
Michelle Huddleston-Principal

NEWSLETTER
WEEK 5:
Monday, May 18: Girls PSSA
Cricket Knockout; Number Screening Checks
Commence for Year 1; Stewart House
Excursion (all week, selected students).
Tuesday, May 19: Far South Coast District
Cross Country PSSA Carnival; Bournda EEC
HPGE Excursion “Microplastic Alert” (Selected
Stage 3 Students).
Wednesday, May 20: Bournda EEC HPGE  
Excursion “Bike Explorer” (Selected Stage 3
Students); PSSA Tennis KO Narooma.
Thursday, May 21: National Simultaneous
Storytime 12 noon; District SASS Workshop in
Hall (Music in classrooms); 2027 Kindy and
new enrolments school tours (3.30-4.30pm).
Friday, May 22: Bournda EEC HPGE Excursion
“Voices from Nature” (Selected Stage 3
Students); Lockdown practice drill 10.45am.
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Enrolling Now for 2027:
Please get your enrolments in for 2027. The sooner we get our
enrolments completed, the sooner we can organise staffing and
resourcing for the coming year. Thank you to the many parents and
carers who have already completed an online enrolment. Our
administration team will call you in the coming weeks to book your
child’s interview.

If your child is eligible to start school next year, now is the time to
enrol! Please share this information with families who are
considering moving their school-aged children to our amazing school
so that they can access quality explicit teaching and an extensive
range of high potential and gifted opportunities, English as an
additional language and/or disability support; and extra-curriculular
opportunities. School tours will be held on: 21  May 2026, 26  May
2026, 28  May 2026 - commencing at 3.30 and concluding at 4.30pm.
Interviews will start taking place from 22nd May 2026.

st th

th

.



Year 1 Number Screening Checks - Next Week: The Year 1 Number Screening Check is a short
assessment that tells teachers how students are progressing in number sense. It is a short,
department-developed screener that takes approximately 15 minutes and is administered by
classroom teachers with each student individually. Developing early number sense is a
critical foundation for building later mathematical understanding and success. Year 1
teachers will be released from teaching their class next week (for 1 to 1.5 days) to assess our
Year 1 students. Parents/Carers can find out more information about the Screening Check by
checking out the Department of Education’s website HERE.

The Year 1 Phonics Screening Check will also take place later this year, in August. This
screener assesses a student's ability to blend sounds together to read a word. The short
screener also tells teachers how students are progressing in phonics, and next teaching
steps to support their explicit teaching. Findings will be shared with parents/carers.

Public Schools Sports Association (PSSA) Boys’ Touch Football News: A huge
congratulations to our Boys’ Touch Football Team, who last week played against Tathra in the
third round of the PSSA Knockout competition!

The game was played at a very high standard, with both teams pushing each other to their
limits throughout the match. It was played in great spirit, we would like to thank Tathra Public
School for hosting us.

Our boys were successful in a thrilling and tightly contested match, coming away with a 7–6
victory! The team now looks ahead to their next opponent in the 4th round. Well done, boys
,we are all very proud of you! 

PSSA Boys’ Cricket News: Last Wednesday, the MPS Boy's Cricket Team travelled to Bodalla to
play Narooma PS in the 3rd round of the NSW PSSA Knockout tournament. Narooma batted
first and scored a healthy total of 119. Our team battled on after the loss of a couple early
wickets, coming up just short of the Narooma total. Thank you to Narooma for the match,
parents for assisting with travel and the boys for great sportsmanship

Bournda Environmental Education Centre (BEEC) News: Our students are very fortunate to
be taking part in a range of High Potential and Gifted Education (HPGE) workshops over
recent weeks (with many more to come). BEEC offers high-quality, hands-on learning
experiences in nature for students from Kindergarten to Year 12. The centre is part of the NSW
Department of Education’s Environmental network. They help students and teachers learn
about the environment, sustainability and nature through hands-on learning. For more
information about the programs currently being attended by selected HPGE students from
our school, click HERE.

Upcoming Lockdown Drill: Each term, our school takes part in emergency drills to ensure the
safety of our school community, and especially students, should an incident occur. Prior to
these activities, students complete lessons and discussions, talking about times where they
may need to leave school grounds, or times when they may need to stay in the classroom
(for example if there was a snake on the oval that needs to be professionally removed).
These lessons were developed with the support and feedback of our school psychologist. 

Should your child be in a family class and neurodivergent, they may remain in their
classroom during the drill. This will be part of their Personalised Learning and Support Plan,
which you can discuss with their teacher. Rest assured, we still have plans in place should an
actual event occur, to support all students based on their needs and the safety of all. 

Selective Primary and High School Assessments - Aurora College: Congratulations to the
students who have recently taken part in the Selective High School and Selective Primary
School Opportunity Class Placement Tests. Did you know that our school offers Selective
Primary School Opportunity Classes from our HPGE Room, to support students in accessing
virtual lessons at the selective Aurora College. Students complete Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) classes for 1.5-2 hours , four days per week, via Teams -
on a laptop provided to them for the duration of their attendance. 

For students attending Aurora College in high school, which many of our alumni have done,
English is also attended in addition to STEM. Students then complete Physical Education, sport,
and all other lessons and electives with their same grade peers. To find out more about the
Aurora College Public School, contact Mrs Huddleston (Principal), Mrs Smith (Teacher) or
check out the Aurora College website HERE. MPS was a trial school, and has seen many
students achieve academic excellence through participation in this extension opportunity.  
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Boys’ Touch Football Team 2026

Boys’ PSSA Cricket Team 2026

Boys’ PSSA Basketball Team 2026

The MPS Boy's Basketball Team recently
played Pambula PS in Round 3 of the

NSW PSSA Knockout Tournament. Both
teams played extremely well despite the

strong wind gusts. 

The team demonstrated excellent
cohesion in locking down the defensive
end of the court, holding Pambula to 18
points. Merimbula's scoring was led by
Flynn and Lenny on their way to a team
total of 58. Great effort team! The boys
will now play the winner of Cooma PS
and Jindabyne PS in Round 4 in the

coming weeks.

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/literacy-and-numeracy/assessment-resources/year-1-number-screening-check#Information4
https://bournda-e.schools.nsw.gov.au/learning-programs/primary-excursions
https://aurora.schools.nsw.gov.au/
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