Merimbula Public School
! Newsletter — Term 4, Week 8
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SCHOOL NEWS

Dear Parents, Caregivers and

Community,

Our school Learning Support Team
continues to work with our teachers
and support staff to ensure learning
and support resources are available to
help students experiencing difficulties
when learning in a mainstream class,
regardless of the cause. Our team also
continues to support students with:
learning difficulties, mild intellectual
disabilities, behaviour needs, autism
spectrum disorders or mental health
disorders (with lower level support
needs).

For some children, additional learning
and support needs are identified from
early childhood. For other children, the
need for extra support may not
become clear until some way into their
schooling. Our Learning and Support
Team works with teachers and families
to identify students with additional
needs, and work with families to
support referrals for additional
support, both within and beyond the
school.

Most students do not need a formal
diagnosis of disability to receive extra
support in mainstream classes. Every
NSW public school has a learning and
support team that works with students,
parents and carers, classroom teachers
and other professionals to identify

students who need extra support — at
any stage of a student's school life.
However, some students have
complex support needs that require
targeted assistance.

Every mainstream NSW public school
has a learning and support resources
package (also known as low level
adjustment for disability) that gives
the school a specialist teacher and an
allocation of flexible funding as part of
the school budget. Every school is
different and changes over time,
depending on the mix of students
attending the school. School principals
are able to make informed decisions
about how to best use their allocated
resources to provide support where
and when it is needed. | enjoy working
collaboratively with our Learning
Support Team to ensure that student
support needs are addressed equitably
across the school.

This year at Merimbula Public School,
support has been provided (in addition
to that in our Support/Family classes),
through: school psychologist
assistance and assessment; reading,
writing and  mathematics small
group/1:1 and in-class specialist
teacher support; social skills support;
behaviour support; transition and
separation anxiety support;
behavioural specialist support to staff
and for parents/caregivers; referrals to
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COMING EVENTS

Term 4:

Week 9:

Monday, December 8: Ten Pin
Bowling — 5H;

Tuesday, December 9: Ten Pin
Bowling — 4P and 4S; Kindergarten
Graduation Assembly 2-2.55pm;
2026 Yr 7, EMHS Support Class
transition visit;

Wednesday, December 10:
Support Class Life Skills Program;
Ten Pin Bowling — 5A; Year 6
Graduation/Presentation Assembly
1.30-2.55pm;

Thursday, December 11: Ten Pin
Bowling - 6K and 6D; Stage K-2
Party Day; Years 3 & 4 Presentation

Assembly 2-2.55pm;

Friday, December 12: Ten Pin
Bowling - 3D;

Week 10:

Monday, December 15: Ten Pin
Bowling - 3F;

Tuesday, December 16: Years 1 & 2
Presentation Assembly 2-2.55pm;
Ten Pin Bowling — Support Classes;
Year 6 Graduation Dinner;
Wednesday, December 17: Year 5
Presentation Assembly 1.30-
2.55pm;

Thursday, December 18: Superhero
Lunch @10.30; Merimbula’'s Got
Talent @ 1.30pm;

Friday, December 19: Stage2 & 3
Party Day @ Magic Mountain; Year
6 leaving arch @2.30pm; LAST DAY
OF TERM 4!




allied health agencies and personnel,
the Wellbeing Hub and network
specialists; gross motor and fine motor
skill assistance; social skills support
groups; reading and writing
intervention support; Mathematics
intervention; English as an Additional
Language/Dialect support and more.
Staff also supervise other external
health providers who work on school
grounds, in adhering to Department
policy requirements.

Learning support intervention groups
will cease at the end of Week 8, and will
resume in 2026. This will allow for
assessment and outcome analysis to
take place, allowing the team to set up
groups ready for the new year. Parents
and carers of the children receiving
support in 2026 will be notified early in
Term 1.

Students receiving Integration Funding
Support, School Learning Support
Officer (SLSO) Support (aide support)
will continue to receive this support as
timetabled. If your child has recently
been diagnosed as having a moderate
to severe intellectual disability, physical
disability, mental health disorder,
anxiety, autism spectrum disorder,
hearing and/or vision impairment,
please let us know. Your child may be
eligible for integration support (aide)
funding, or additional school-based
support.

Please contact our school, or read more
in this newsletter, if you would like
more information regarding learning
and support interventions available at
Merimbula Public School in 2026; as
well as, about the range of additional
supports available at school for
students engaging with allied health
specialists.

Regards,
Michelle Huddleston
Principal

School News:

Aurora College Opportunity Class
Applications Now Open: Opportunity
classes located in government primary
schools cater for academically gifted
Year 5 and Year 6 students with high
potential. These classes help students
to learn by grouping them with
students of similar ability, using
specialised teaching methods and
educational materials at  the
appropriate level. The High Performing
Students Team administers the
opportunity class placement process.

Parents normally apply when students
are in Year 3 or 4. Students who are
placed within the classes, or the
Aurora College virtual school that
Merimbula Public School is partnered
with, then attend the opportunity class
full time in Years 5 and 6 at the primary
school with an opportunity class. Itis a
two-year placement program.

In the majority of cases, students who
accept a place in an opportunity class
will leave their current school to
attend the school with an opportunity
class. However, placement in the
Aurora College Opportunity Class
allows students to access a challenging
academic program without the need
to leave our school.

Aurora college provides a mix of online
and residential school classes.
Students connect with their teachers
and classmates in timetabled lessons
through a virtual learning
environment, which comprises web
conferencing software, a learning
management system, and a range of
cutting-edge online communication
and collaboration tools. The school
also operates one of the state’s first
fully digital school libraries. Students
are also invited to attend a camp each
year, with their online peers. This is

New Flag Celebrated:

This week has been a special week
for our Student Leaders and
School Representative Council
(2024 and 2025) and all students.
After fundraising, requests and
educating their peers, our future
community leaders of Australia
(and current student leaders) have
voiced their recommendations for
having a Torres Strait Islander flag
installed at Merimbula Public
School. They also contacted
parliament to access the relevant
and much wanted flag. This week,
our new flag pole has finally raised
the flag of the Torres Strait Islander
peoples.

The flag of the Torres Strait
Islander peoples represents the
land, sea, and people of the Torres
Strait Islands. The green stripes
signify land, the blue signifies the
sea, and the black lines represent
the Torres Strait Islander people.
“The center of the flag features a
white dhari (ceremonial
headdress), which represents all
Torres Strait Islanders, and a white
five-pointed star, which
symbolizes peace and navigation,
with each point representing one
of the five main island groups.”
(Wikipedia).

We acknowledge and celebrate
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples as the traditional
custodians of our country,
Australia.




coordinated and supervised by Aurora
College.

This year we have 5 students taking
part in the part-time Opportunity Class
program. Next year we will have 6
students partnered with Aurora College

to extend their learning. These
students will be studying Science,
Technology, Engineering and

Mathematics (STEM) virtually in Year 5
or Year 6 (depending on their current
academic grade), four days a week for
two hours (approximately), whilst
completing: English; Conceptual Units
(Geography, History); Personal
Development, Health and Physical
Education, Sport and Creative and
Performing Arts, with their peers at
Merimbula Public School.

For more information regarding the
application process and timeline are
available at the following link.

Schools Engaging Allied Health
Professionals To Support Children At
School (School Funded Support

Programs): Department of Education
schools have the opportunity to engage
allied health support in schools. Allied
health services sit outside of traditional
medical, dental or nursing services and
the service providers often work in
multidisciplinary teams to provide
specialist support. The allied health
services included within this scheme
are: Occupational Therapy; Speech
Pathology; Physiotherapy; Exercise
Physiology; and Behaviour Support.

There are a range of services that can
be delivered under the umbrella of
specialist allied health services as part
of this Scheme, including: Conducting
therapeutic, behaviour, risk, assistive
technology, or environmental

assessments; Developing and
implementing  support plans, in
collaboration  with  school  staff,
parents and carers, and other service
providers working with students;
Delivering structured support
programs to students; and Training
school staff to support learning, safety
and wellbeing at school. For more
information about the allied health
service support that can be provided
by schools, please click on the
following links to download further
information on the related service:

’

Externally Funded Allied Health
Service Support In Schools: Externally
funded health, disability and wellbeing
service providers may seek to provide
their services to students at the school
during school hours.
Parents/Caregivers may also request
for  NDIS/Allied Health  Service
providers to work with their child at
school, during school hours.

Some children and young people with
disabilities may benefit from allied
health and specialist therapies.
Examples include  physiotherapy,
psychology, speech pathology and
occupational therapy. Social and
emotional support may also be
provided. In most cases, these
therapies can be delivered at home or
in a therapist’s office. Some therapies
may be best delivered in school during
school time.

The NSW Department of Education
and the National Disability Insurance
Agency (NDIA) recommend that
therapy services funded through a
child’s NDIS support plan are best
delivered outside of school time. This

Our Christmas Raffle

Arrived!

Get ready for some festive fun, our
annual Christmas Raffle is on its
e

Raffle ticket books will be coming
home in school bags very soon.
Each student will receive one book
of 10 tickets, with tickets just $2
each. Additional ticket books will
be available from the office.

Please return all tickets and
money to the office by Wednesday
17th December, so that the raffle
can be drawn after school.
Winners will be contacted to
organise prize collection.

Your support helps us continue
creating great opportunities for
our school community, it is much
appreciated!

We wish all our families a Merry
Christmas and a safe and joyful
holiday break.



https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools/application-process
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools/application-process
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools/application-process
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/choosing-a-school-setting/selective-high-schools/application-process
https://schoolsequella.det.nsw.edu.au/file/bf0fdb63-8356-449b-9413-994488efd855/1/Occupational%20Therapy%20-%20Info%20Sheet.v.2.PDF
https://schoolsequella.det.nsw.edu.au/file/9e56b7ab-6f31-4af2-bfad-4eb41c22f806/1/Physiotherapy_FactSheet2.PDF
https://schoolsequella.det.nsw.edu.au/file/d65c334b-ca7c-4dfa-b9a4-0800cc9e7feb/1/Speech%20Therapy_FactSheet.PDF
https://schoolsequella.det.nsw.edu.au/file/d65c334b-ca7c-4dfa-b9a4-0800cc9e7feb/1/Speech%20Therapy_FactSheet.PDF
https://schoolsequella.det.nsw.edu.au/file/d540e8fb-c133-4c58-a340-2c261b2378cf/1/ExercisePhysiology_FactSheet.PDF
https://schoolsequella.det.nsw.edu.au/file/d540e8fb-c133-4c58-a340-2c261b2378cf/1/ExercisePhysiology_FactSheet.PDF
https://schoolsequella.det.nsw.edu.au/file/d540e8fb-c133-4c58-a340-2c261b2378cf/1/ExercisePhysiology_FactSheet.PDF
https://schoolsequella.det.nsw.edu.au/file/d540e8fb-c133-4c58-a340-2c261b2378cf/1/ExercisePhysiology_FactSheet.PDF

allows the school to focus on teaching
the child with additional needs, and all
other students, and ensures every child
does not miss out on important
learning time.

Schools work with both parents and
allied health providers to meet the
needs of students and support their
learning and development. This may
include sharing information about the
student and what activities might work
best to support them. In some cases,
where it is suitable, this may mean
working directly with the provider in
the classroom. School principals are
responsible for deciding if, when and
how therapy services are delivered in
the school.

The principal is responsible for making
decisions that ensure that the school is
able to run to benefit all students, and
without disrupting learning. The
principal will manage any services that
come into the school in a way that
supports children to continue to take
part in classes and school activities.

As previously shared, access to the
school by an externally funded provider
is at the discretion of the principal. If
you would like for your child to receive
externally  funded allied health
professional support in 2026, please
ensure that you:

1. Firstly, make your request to the
principal in writing so that there is a
record of your request. The principal
will consider your request.

Merimbula Public School
49-55 Main Street, Merimbula, NSW 2548

Contact Details:

PO Box 48, Merimbula NSW 2548
PH: (02) 6495 1266
EMAIL: merimbula-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

2. If agreed, providers need to meet all
legal and policy requirements and
enter into an agreement with the
school. This includes the provider
providing evidence of: Having a
current Working With Children Check;
Having Public Liability Insurance of at
least  S20M;  Completing  the
Department’s annual Code of Conduct
and Child Protection Training, as well

as, Child Protection Awareness
(Induction) Training; and other
mandatory documentation and

training as required. A fee may also be
incurred for administration and
processing of documentation; Service
provider staff undergo an induction at
the school prior to commencing
services.

Sports News: Congratulations to Layla!

We are thrilled W
to announce ;

that Layla B has
been selected
to join the
South  Coast
Representative
Cricket Team.
She will
proudly
represent the
South Coast throughout the 2026
cricket season.
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This achievement is a testament to
Layla’s dedication, and passion for the
sport. We wish her all the best in the
upcoming season!

What is happening at the Canteen?
With the year coming to an end,
some of our stock will not be
replenished until the new year, so
that it is nice and fresh. As a result,
whilst we will continue to be serving
lunch orders and over the counter
items for the remainder of Term 4,
some items will not be available as
stocks reduce.

If your child puts in a lunch order,
and an item is not available, we will
ask them to alter their selection. If
you have specific items or dietary
restrictions that you want followed
when your child puts a lunch order
in, and it is changed, please indicate
at the bottom of the lunch order that
if items are adjusted, your child is
not permitted to have the following
things...indicating what these things
are.

There will be no lunch orders on the
last day of Term 4 ONLY.

Thank you for your understanding
and for your support of our canteen
throughout 2026.

Facebook - Find us on Facebook page at:

https://www.facebook.com/MerimbulaPublicSchool/

This is the only official Facebook page for
Merimbula Public School.




F*MERIMBULA PUBLIC SCHOOL
PROUDLY PRESENTS

+ Qﬁ \mb U/@

ﬁé’@t Talen 7 *

Rommi - Lyrical Dance Cry’

Isla & Pip - Dance "Youre The Reason
Millie - Singing ‘I Choose You
Rommi & Bella - Lyrical Dance ‘Ocean Eyes
Callum - Rap
Audrey, Liesl & Harliah - Dancing ‘Golden
Sasha - Piano ‘Rondo alla Turca

Henry - Piano Valse Op.64 No.2
Bella - Singing ‘Beat You There *

When: Thursday, December 18'™" 2025
Where: Jackson Hall
Time: 1.30pm - 2.55pm




R, Pambula-Merimbula Lions Club
’ is proud to present the 2025

Lions Canols
by, Candlelight

Pambula Sporting Complex, Pambula Beach
Friday, 12th December from é6pm

A FREE ENTRY family friendly community event!

This is an alcohol and smoke free event
e No dogs permitted on the oval (excl. assistance dogs)

BYO CHAIRS AND PICNIC RUGS

This is a Waste Wise event.

ter
We ask you to use reusable wa
bottles/containers and coffee cups.

Featuring performances by:

e Felicity Dowd e Ricky Blomfield e The Sugarants
e Gary Carson Jones e Colleen Brown
e Ann Larkin’s Group e Magpie Music students and more!

Club S N T S
GRANTS CLEANAWAY/ exceH U ClUb Sapphlre RSL CLUB
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