Merimbula Public School
! Newsletter — Term 3, Week 2

SCHOOL NEWS

Dear Parents, Caregivers and

Community,

During Term 2, students in Years 4, 5
and 6 took part in the Tell Them From
Me Student Survey. Our staff have been
analysing the results to see how we can
listen more to our students to ensure
that they have greater advocacy,
support and success at school. Results
will be shared with the school
community in the coming weeks.

In the coming term, parents, carers and
staff will also be asked to participate in
a number of surveys to support our
school planning for future
improvement. We hope that you can
assist us by participating in these
surveys.

Years 3 and 5 students received their

National Assessment Program for
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN)
results last week. Additional
information explaining NAPLAN

proficiency standards have been sent
home with the results. Please contact
your child’s classroom teacher should
you wish to discuss the results further.
More information about NAPLAN and
assessment will be shared at the next
P&C Meeting.

Regards,
Michelle Huddleston
Principal

School News:

Safety Management For Students
With Food Intolerances, Allergies and
Anaphylaxis: Schools must educate
their communities about allergies and
anaphylaxis to:

e increase the understanding of all
parents, carers and student;

e gain parent or carer and student
support to minimise the risk of
exposure to known allergens;

e alert other students to the need to
immediately inform a teacher if
they become aware a classmate
has come into contact with an
allergen or suddenly becomes
unwell; and to

e minimise the potential for teasing
or provocation that may result in
risk  taking associated with
allergens.

As a result, classroom activities and
newsletter items over the coming
term will focus on learning about
allergies, anaphylaxis, supporting
others and keeping people safe and
feeling supported at school.

Did you know (according to A&AA), in
Australia allergies are very common.
Around one in three people will
develop allergies at some time during
their life. The most common allergic
conditions are food allergies, eczema,
asthma and hay fever. Food allergy

August 1, 2025

COMING EVENTS

Term 3:

Week 3:

Monday, August 4:
Parent/Teacher/Student
Conferences 3.10-4.30pm;
Tuesday, August 5: Education
Week Assembly/ SRC Induction
11.40am;

Wednesday, August 6: K-2
Assembly Hosted by 1/2D 2pm
Jackson Hall;

Thursday, August 7: 3-6 Elective
Sport Program - Student
preference & consent due;
Playgroup 9.30-11.30am;

Friday, August 8:
Evacuation/Bushfire drill

(onsite):

Week 4:

Monday, August 11
Parent/Teacher/Student
Conferences 3.10-4.30pm;
Tuesday, August 12: Inclusive
School Sport Ten Pin Bowling
Competition TBC;

Wednesday, August 13:
Thursday, August 14: Playgroup
9.30-11.30am;

Friday, August 15:




occurs in around ten percent of infants
up to age 12 months and
approximately two percent of adults.

An allergy is an overreaction by the
body’s immune system to a normally
harmless substance. Substances that
can trigger an allergic reaction are
called allergens.

Allergic reactions can occur to
medication, insect stings and bites,
allergens in the environment (eg.
pollens, grasses, moulds, dogs and
cats), or proteins (most often) in the
foods we eat. Individuals can have
mild/moderate or severe allergies.

Individuals can have mild/moderate or
severe allergies.

Allergies should not be confused with
an intolerance, which does not involve
the immune system.

For more information, parents and
carers can check out the Fact Sheets
and related information at:

e Allergy and Anaphylaxis Australia
(A&AA):
https://allergyfacts.org.au/resourc
es

e The Sydney Children’s Hospital
Network:
https://www.schn.health.nsw.gov.
au/allergic-reactions-and-allergy-
tests-factsheet

Safety Around School Zones and
Schools: As part of our ongoing efforts
to ensure the safety of children and the
community, Bega Valley Shire Council
reminds parents and carers of the
importance of complying with parking
regulations around school zones.

Unfortunately, non-compliance with
these regulations has been a persistent
issue, putting the safety of the children
at risk.

School zone parking enforcement is
crucial for these reasons:

e Child Safety: Parking outside
schools can be chaotic, and the
presence of cars can distract
drivers and pedestrians, increasing
the risk of accidents.

e Congestion: Non-compliant
parking can lead to congestion,
making it difficult for parents and
children to safely enter and exit
school grounds.

To ensure a safer and more enjoyable
experience for everyone, please follow
these simple steps:

e Adhere to designated parking
areas: Park only in designated
school zone parking bays or follow
the instructions of signs indicating
permitted parking areas.

e Obey speed limits: Reduce your
speed to 40 km/h or less when
driving within school zones.

e Be aware of pedestrian crossing
areas: Be cautious when
approaching pedestrian crossing
areas and stay vigilant while
passing through.

e Respect designated pick-up and
drop-off areas: Use designated
pick-up and drop-off areas to
minimise congestion and ensure
safe entry and exit from vyour
vehicle.

e Conseguences of Non-
Compliance: Understand that the
road rules are in place to ensure
safety, always choose to do the
right thing, fines are expensive and
can cause stress. If everyone does
the right thing, no one receives a
fine.

Failure to comply with
regulations can result in:

¢ Infringement notices (fines)
e Demerit points

¢ Increased insurance costs

parking

The Merimbula Public School
P&C is a group of parents and
carers working together to
support our school through
fundraising, events, and
community initiatives. We're
always looking for new faces
and fresh ideas—everyone is
welcome to get involved!

Upcoming Events:

e Monday 25 August -
General Meeting
Monday 1 September -
Fathers Day Stall (more
info to follow)

e Thursday 4 September -
Colour Run BBQ (more
info to follow)

Monday 27 October -
General Meeting

Our  emalil address is
merimbulapandc@gmail.com
and we'd love to hear from
you with any ideas or
suggestions you have!

Did you know we have a
Facebook page too? Stay up
to date with P&C news and

events here:

https://www.facebook.com/
MerimbulaPandC
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We urge all parents and carers to take
responsibility for their actions and
ensure their safety awareness while
dropping off or picking up their children
from school.

If you have any questions or concerns
about school zone parking
enforcement, please contact Bega
Valley Shire Council. Together, we can
work towards creating a safer
environment for our children.
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2025 Children’s Book Week® ’%
16-23 August M
BOOK WEEK / PARADE: The annual
MPS Book Parade and Fair is
happening on Friday August 22.

Children will have a chance to browse
the Book Fair during school hours and
will create a wish list to bring home, to
select books to purchase with their
parents/carers. Please remind your
children to show you their wish lists!

Parents can visit the Book Fair before
school (8:30 am - 8:55 am), or from
1:15 pm - 1:55 pm.

Merimbula Extra staff will be at the
Book Fair o) that
students/parents/carers can purchase
or order books throughout the day.
You may use cash and EFTPOS facilities
will also be available. If you are unable
to attend with your child, please have
them bring their wish list (with
selected items highlighted or circled)
and money to school, in a labelled
envelope (name and class) or wallet.

Parents and friends are welcome to
join their children on Friday 22nd
August for both the Book Parade and
to purchase books from the Book Fair
during the nominated times. Please
note that in the event of inclement
weather, the Book Parade will be held
in the hall.

Canteen News: We still need more
canteen volunteers (and casual
canteen staff). Please contact the
administration office on 6495166 if
you are interested in assisting in our
canteen.




High Potential and Gifted Education
News:
Sport and Physical Activity:

Interschools Snowsport
Championships: Congratulations to
Flynn K and Millie N who have both
qualified for, and received invites to,
the Interschools NSW/ACT/QLD State
Titles from the 18" to the 22nd of
August. Flynn qualified for the Alpine
event and Millie qualified for the Alpine
and the Ski Cross events. A fantastic
achievement for both students!

District Athletics Carnival: On Friday,
July 25th, Merimbula Public School
proudly attended the District Athletics
Carnival held in Bega. Our school was
well represented with 49 enthusiastic
participants, and we are thrilled to
share the fantastic results achieved by
our athletes!

A huge congratulations to Aila L, who
was crowned the Junior Boys
Champion, and Jack M, the 11 Years
Boys Champion! Their hard work and
dedication were truly commendable.

Thanks to the amazing effort shown by
all of our students, Merimbula Public
School emerged victorious at the
carnival, bringing home the Overall
Winners Shield!

We are also excited to announce that
the following students have been
selected to represent the Sapphire
Coast PSSA team at the upcoming
regional athletics carnival:

Aila L Jack M Flynn M
Isabelle H Indi J Neva D
Jordan K Oscar P Heath P

Jack B Harper G Mahli H

Tate M

This selection includes three school
relay teams, with a fourth narrowly
missing out. A huge thank you to Mr
Mace and Mrs. Donald for managing

the team, to Miss. Purcell for her
support, and to Mr. Kirk for running
the shot put and ensuring the kids had
a great day.

We wish all our athletes the best of
luck at the carnival in Wollongong on
Sep ember 5th.

PSSA Netball News: Congratulations to
our PSSA Netball Team who had an
incredible 13-12 win over Milton
Public School yesterday.

Both teams came out strong and
wanted the win. It was neck and neck
every step of the way with each
guarter being even, or one team up by
1. Both teams demonstrated great
skill, speed and strong defence which
made it a real nail biter.

Shout out to Ulladulla Netball
Association for providing 2 umpires for
the game. Thanks also to Milton Public
School for hosting us and being great
opponents.

A huge thank you to all the parents
who drove our team to Milton. Your

cheering and support helped get us
over the line in the last quarter. Thank
you to Mrs Kennedy for coaching the
team to another win!

N




PBL News:

Be Bold. Be Kind.

BULLYING NO WAY WEEK
-5 AUGUST 2025

Register today!

Speak Up.

National Day of Action (NDA) Against
Bullying and Violence, August 11-15:
Bullying No Way Week is Australia's key
bullying prevention initiative for
schools. It provides an opportunity for
schools to create a  shared
understanding about bullying
behaviours and share their bullying
prevention policies and strategies.

The national week of action unites
government, Catholic and independent
schools and their communities across
the country. Together, we can foster
practical approaches to prevent
bullying in Australian schools. Learning
about this day will take place at
Merimbula Public School (and across
Australia) between 11 to 15 August

2025, as Australia's key bullying
prevention initiative, connecting
schools and communities to find

workable solutions to prevent bullying.

The theme for 2025 is 'Be bold. Be kind.
Speak up.' It takes courage to spark
change.

Bullying is everyone's responsibility. It
takes a community to be brave and
address bullying behaviours, within and
beyond the school gate.

Students can be bold, kind and take a
stand to support others being bullied.
While parents and teachers are there
to support children and young people
learn how to behave in a positive way.

In our community and in our school, we
want a place where everyone can
belong, a place that celebrates
everyone, and where bullying is never
accepted.

This Bullying No Way Week, we're
asking students, schools, families and
communities to be bold and say
something, be kind and support
someone, and be proud to take a stand
against bullying.

Whilst the theme colour for this day of
action is purple, our students will wear
their school uniform throughout the
week, as we learn about anti-bullying
strategies. Our uniform, and having all
students wearing it, is another way we
show how we value and belong to our
school.

*Please note that students may wear
their Book Parade costume on Friday,
as opposed to their school uniform.

School Positive Behaviour for Learning
Rules - Reminder: As part of our
Positive Behaviour for Learning whole-
school philosophy, all classes will be
revisiting our playground and learning
area rules this term. You may have
already re-visited these expectations
with your child over the school holiday
period, as recommended in our Week
10, Term 2 Newsletter. If so, thank
you. School expectations include what
people should do in the following
areas:

¢ |n Classrooms;

¢ In the Chill Out Room;

e At the Canteen;

¢ |nthe Front Office;

e Inthe Library;

e Inthe Play 1 Upper Playground,;
e Inthe Play 2 Lower Playground;
e Onthe Equipment;

e Using the Pump Track;

e At Bus and Walking Lines;

e In Corridors and Walkways;

e At the Recycling Station;

e |nthe School Garden;




During Scripture/Special Religious

Education; and

* Travelling/Riding/Catching a Bus
to School.

Our PBL rules are located on our
website, at:
https://merimbulap.schools.nsw.gov.a
u/about-ourschool/rules-and-

policies.html

New BVSC Playgroup at Merimbula
Public School: Bega Valley Shire
Council's new FREE playgroup for
babies up to 5-years-olds will be held in
the hall at the Merimbula Public School
from 9.30am to 11.30am each
Thursday.

Entrance to the school hall is via the
Randolph Street gate.

The playgroup will be run by Council's
Preschool Liaison Officer, Kerrin
Sheard. For further information, please
call Kerrin on 0403 915 586.

Merimbula Public School
49-55 Main Street, Merimbula, NSW 2548

Contact Details:

PO Box 48, Merimbula NSW 2548
PH: (02) 6495 1266
EMAIL: merimbula-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Service NSW is coming to Merimbula:
The Service NSW Mobile Service
Centre is scheduled to be at

Merimbula on:

Date: Wednesday, August 13
Time:9.00am — 3.00pm
Location: Club Sapphire Merimbula

Services we can help you with
e Vehicle registration renewals (can
be done up to 3 months early).
licence,

e Driver photo  card

applications and renewals
(renewals can be done up to 6
months early).

e Birth, death &

certificates.

marriage

e Driver knowledge tests.
e Seniors card.

Sometimes due to weather or
mechanical issues the Mobile Service
Centres are delayed. Please check the
Service NSW website before you leave

home on the day — details are updated

each morning.

|

Facebook - Find us on Facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/MerimbulaPublicSchool/

This is the only official Facebook page for
Merimbula Public School.
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MOBILE TOY LIBRARY AND
PARENTING RESOURCE SERVICE

Discover our wide range of toys for all ages.

If you see us out and about, pop over for a chat. b
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL US 6496 1918

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY
Aug 4th Aug 5th Aug 6th
EDEN Playability Playgroup | Toy Truck & Pop Up Playgroup TATHRA Playgroup
3 Crown Lane KIAH Hall Lions Park
10:30 - 11:30am 10:15 - 1:45am 10:30 - 11:30am
o ‘:’9 2k o Aug 13th
"9 BEGA S,GPP iro Neig QLIS ROCKY HALL Preschool
Service Playgroup, Uniting 9-10
Church Hall 10:30 - 11:30am e
Aug 18th Aug 19th Aug 20th
TOWAMBA Playgroup Toy Truck & Pop Up Playgroup BERMAGUI
Nungutta Street KIAH Hall Apex Park
10:30 - 1:30am 10:15 - 1:45am 10:30 - 11:30am
Aug 25th Aug 26th August 27th
EDEN Playability Playgroup BEGA Littleton Gardens TATHRA Playgroup
3 Crown Lane Zingel Place Lions Par
10:30 - 11:30am 1:30 - 12:30pm ‘ 10:30 - 11:30am
Sept Ist Sepi 2nd )
TOWAMBA Playgroup Toy Truck & Pop Up Sept 3rd
Nungutta Street Playgroup KIAH Hall
10:30 - 11:30am 10:154 1:45am
= ;;.' -
Sent 8th _ S}:pi 9f_h — Sept 10th
°p ’ BEOA 'Sqlp_p e Nelghbm’", it ROCKY HALL Preschool
Service Play Group, Uniting 9 <106
Church Hall 10:30 - 11:30am e
Sept 16th ) Sepi 17th
Toy Truck & Pop Up BERMAGUI
t 15th
Sop Playgroup KIAH Hall Apex Park
10:15 - 11:45am 10:30 - 11:30am
Sept 22nd Sept 23rd Sept 24th
EDEN Playability Playgroup BEGA Littleton Gardens TATHRA Playgroup
3 Crown Lane Zingel Place Lions Park
10:30 - 11:30am 1:30 - 12:30pm 10:30 - 11:30am




REGISTER NOW!
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